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Dedication

John Conzemius
Head Coach
1951-1981

| was born in the fall of 1955. Coach John Conzemius had just completed his fifth season at
the helm of the Wadena High School football team. Coach retired after the 1981 season.
That spring my first child was born. A thirty-one-year coaching career spanning all or parts of
four decades. To me, and countless others, John Conzemius was synonymous with
“Wadena football.” Many of his players went on to compete at the college level including one
who was All-Big 10 for the Minnesota Gophers and later, an NFL All-Pro for the Pittsburgh
Steelers. The story of John Conzemius’ journey begins here, in the 1950’s.

The “WHS Football Scrapbooks,” for each decade of his tenure, are dedicated to coach
Conzemius, a great teacher of both the game of football and of the lessons of life.

Jebb Willis ‘74






The Beginning

The Wadena High School football program started in 1903.
The high school athletic teams’ nickname of “Indians” came
from the town’s namesake, the great Ojibwe Chief Wadena,
who lived in the later part of the 19th century.

The Great Chief Wadena
1885

In the 1980’s the Wadena and Deer Creek school districts merged and the new WDC athletic teams’
nickname was changed to the “Wolverines.”

The pages that follow are about the history of WHS football in the 1950’s. In addition to this
“Scrapbook” there are three separate “WHS Football Scrapbooks.” One for the 1960’s and one for
the 1970’s. The first “WHS Football Scrapbook”, released in the fall of 2022, covers the first five
decades, from 1900-1949.

Rosters, records, team, and individual achievements are provided where possible. Accuracy has
been a goal but cannot be guaranteed. Feedback to provide missing information, or to point out
inaccurate information, is encouraged. Old memorabilia including team and individual player photos
would also be appreciated.

My primary sources of information have been from the Wadena County Historical Society as well as
from the scrapbooks of former coaches and players.

You may contact me at: jebbwillis1955@gmail.com
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1950-1959

.
WHS
Season Records
Fall of: | Won | Lost | Tied | Coach Conference Record
All-Conference Honors
1950 | 3 | 3 | 2 |Helland|Lake Region 2-3-1
Unknown
1951 3 4 0 Lake Region 1-3-0
J. Juen, H. Freeman, M. Koch
1952 5 3 0 Lake Region 2-3-0
C Unknown
Lake Region 2-3-0
1953 4 3 1 (@) Onkowr
N .
1954 6 2% 0 M|d-$tate 3-1-0
Z D. Skalisky, G. Goedel, B. Clark, D. Anderson. B. Freeman
1955 3 3 2 E Mid-State 0-2-2
Unknown
M |y
id-State 2-2-0
1956 3 S 0 I D. Burrows, J. Ortloff, H. Scott
Mid-State 3-1-0
1957 S 4 0 U J. Ortloff, D. Conn, R. Walz, B. Tellers
S .
1958 4 5 0 Mld-State 2-2-0
D. Halbmaier, R. Rickers
1959 2 6 0 Mid-State 1-3-0
G. Stofer, R. Les Miller
38 | 38 5 |1950-59 Winning Pct — 50%

*The 1954 team had two losses, each by 6 points. A TD and a PAT away from a perfect season.

)

@Q




1950 Season

WHS Record 3-3-2
Lake Region 2-3-1

wﬁwan‘;neou

SEASON'S RECORD

THEY

LAKE REGION CONFERENCE STANDINGS

WE  OPPONENT TEAM WLT PCT.
27 Osakis 0 Detro:.t Lekes 500 1.000
0 Perham 0 Melrose 310 « 750
13 Staples 13 Park Rapids 320 .600
0  Alexandria 19 Alexandria 320 -60C
19 Crosby Ironton 13 Wadena 231 46
14 Park Rapids 20 Staples 121 »355
6 Detroit Lakes 23 Osakis 130 .250
33 Long Prairie i3 Long Prairie 050 . 000

HAN FPOOTBATI SQUAD

FIRST ROW-Freeman, Campbell, Yetter, Utermarck, Nyberg, Maroney, Andrie,
Juen, Anderson, Imgrund. SECOND ROW-Schmitz, Kern, Savaloja, Tappe,
Schwartz, Uselman, Skalisky, Phillips, Falldorf. THIRD ROW-Ass't Coach
Tarson, Walz, Mzr. Ousley, Kresien, Farrelly, Kupfer, Hanson, Harrisobn,
Mgr, Newell, Coach Helland.




The Lettermen

TOP ROW-Kern, Savaloja, Andrie, Yetter, Juen, Schwartz.j MIDDLE ROW-Utermarck, Mgre;:n,e.y,-f'

Falldorf, Tappe, Skalisky, Schmith. BOTTOM ROW-Ande

Troeman, Tnerond. on, Harrison, Nyberg, Campbell,

NOTE: The lettermen above include Dale Skalisky, middle row, fifth in. An 8" grader!

Captain John Nyberg




l

 GRID ROSTER

(f freshman 0 - wphomore.
. junior'l senior) ;

.'me' END: Doug Imgrund 181,

Rlchard Qulncer mm. ‘ Lluy
Tappe. | '

'LEF’I‘ TACKLL CEaYlEridkson

.0, Ken Hulberr. 18}, Rav Sav-
ajola (6)..
LI-‘FT GUARD Darold Falldorf
fa), Jemme .hu.-n ijl JPI!‘\ 0l-
s0n° {80, '

Aorcm'an Don Halbmaier ts).

Bob Mamney un ("hnrlm Phi!-
lips 1m0,
RIGH’I‘ GUARD John Andﬂe

L i80), Mike. Koch (B0)

5_'mcm* ‘TACKLE; Bob" Schwartz

18); LeRoy . Vnrgert uu. Frank
Yetter (§i.- .-

RIGHT END: _ Francis. ‘Schmith

ts), Mike Uselman (j)."

;TQUARTFRBA(‘K ‘Don (‘ampbetl

(501, Hurold Harrison (j).

;LEFT HALFBA("K Harold- Free-

_man- g0y, ‘Wally . Kremen 1),
Dean Wauers (s0), - =~
RIGHT HALFBACK: Cary: Dav!s
“oAL),” ‘-Jolm Nybers' Ul "‘Phillp
Walz (f).

3F'ULLBACK Tames: schmuh

(80}, " Dale: Slmlisky (8). Russ
Utennarck AR e

o eee o :
1950 SCHEDULE .
.. Games At Home © J
~Osakis . -, Friday, ‘Sept. 8 2
" Alexandria - Friday, -Se l 29‘, o
* Crosby-Ironton - rl o8
r;-Detmlt Lakes - Fri., Oct 20-_‘ K
- -Games Away LT
‘ :Perham Thyraday,. Sept 14‘ G
.- Staples - - " Friday, Sept. 22 . |-
" Park Rapids - Friday, ‘Oct.. 13 : :1
'_umg Prairie - F‘ri‘day. Oct 4
. " : "
+ Last year. ‘the- Indians won ﬁvo K
‘games,-Jost three -.and ﬂnlahed[
ma. in the Central-10 confepenne !
' is- year's ‘squad is 15 to. 20 H
pounda lighter . than® ' the 1049 ]

enandqnld.ﬂunnlng!mm,

Yolume 73

Wa(;zna @wnm Journal

" WADENA, MINNESOTA, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER )4, 1950 ~ Number 27

Indlahs Triumph Over Osakis
27-0 For First Conference Win

Score Once in-Third, |ottenaive tine-upa:

© Imgrund LE Edenloft
Three Times in Fourth, 3-;?; LT . Johnaon
. . uen - Lo W. Petermon
To Cop VIC'OIY Maroney q L. Johnson
Falling to capitalize on o nml‘}‘ﬁﬁf”’ :{Ji: z'fm..mm"
quurter break, Coach Phil Hell-i Rehmith RE Sorenson
and's Wadena Indlans did nol | Marrison Q8  Thronaan

break Lito the scoring column un- K y

LI: l:lhc third qu:!?derth 8coring once | ;;'I;,T:n ['1;;{ 'ﬁ:{'.,';',‘,wk“
# third ree Limes In D

the fourth, the Indlsns rolled tu tUlermarck Ky Huzson

thair first Lake Region conference , Allernstes on defense (Wadena):

win 27 to O.-

ioneer Yournal

WADENA, MINNESO:

VA 'IHURSDAY NOVEMBER 2 \950

Wadena Closes Grld Sea
son
With Win n Over I.ong ‘Prairie

Nmb :I

ul gusrterback Cwynpbelt for Har.

Ove.rcnmi'ng 13-6 Half
Time Deficit, Indians
Rally To Win 33-13

- Trulling 13 ta ¢ at half time, the
Waudenw Indiand rullied In Lthe last
half Lo win the lust gume un thelr
weheditle by Lhie convincing yore
ul 33 o 14 from the Tong I'ruire
Indians Friday night. The victery
gave the Wudena agumd o #veurd
of thrce wins, Lhred losses anil Iwo

Lea {or the season,

I = NPT SO N  § B —
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Wadena High School Football
A “New Era” Begins

1951-1981

11



Looking Back

In the thirty-one WHS football seasons from 1920 through 1950 Wadena had ten
different head coaches, five in the 1940’s alone. Most were hired right out of college to
teach and to coach both football and basketball.

Looking Ahead

In the fall of 1951 WHS would find, yet again, another new coach. This one just a year
out of college. His first teaching and coaching job was in his hometown of
Breckenridge. “How long would this one last?” had to be on the minds of many WHS
players and fans. The answer to that question turned out to be, “31 years!”

John Conzemius, the Breckenridge High School, and Moorhead State Teacher’s
College star athlete was about to embark on to the next phase of his life. Teaching
and coaching at Wadena High School.

Fortunately, his lovely wife Donna started a scrapbook. She was diligent in keeping it
up to date for the first 20 years or so. But much like a family photo album, as the
family grows the pictures taken seem to be fewer with time. Having children and
coaching high school football teams have much in common. Each child is unique, as is
each team. However, the camera comes out less often by the time you have the 20"
child, er...l mean football team. The scrapbook pages don't fill as fast. That's O.K.
You love each one just as much as the others.

| feel fortunate to have had access to Mrs. Conzemius’ scrapbook. Let’s take a look.

12



Captain Juen

1951 Season

WHS Record 3-4-0
Lake Region 1-3-0

OFPONENT THEY
Altkin 12
Perham . 0
Staples 0
Alexandria 20

Crogby Ironton 20
Detroit Lakes 39
Long Prairie 6

13



ridiron Greats

LETTERMEN

BOTTOM ROW-Uselman, Kresien, Freeman, Kurz, Wegscheid. SECOND ROW-Skalisky,
Walz, Kupfer, Herrison, Yetter. THIRD ROW-Erickson, Campbell, Olson, Andrie,
Koch. TOP ROW-Juen, Tappe, Phillips, Peavey. Not pictured-Goedel.

14



Kresien, Kupfer and Skalisky lead ground attack.

61 , 76 Yard Runs Spark

Wadenda's First Grid :

Victory of Season

Scoring once in the first guar-
ter, and tmce in the third, Coach .
~John Conzemius’ Wadena Indians

chalked up their first win of thej
seagcn al the expense of the Per-!|
ham Yellow Jackets,-19 to 0.

The weather for the first home
same was typical 'football wea-
ther.” The temperature was in the i

:{ ,

low 40's, and-a bright harvest' 1
moon in a cloudless sky added'
color to the setting. A slight!

sonthwest breeze fanned 2Cross ! |
the field, but was
‘velocity that it seriously hamper-,
ed the punting of the teams.

Tvwo of the Wadena touchdowns
were scored on long runs, the first
was for 81 yards by Wally Kresien
and the other was a 76 yard dash
by Ray Kupfer.
set -up the other Indian touchdown

not of suchi.

on a 16-yard sprint to bring the
hall to the Perham ‘1-yard lme

Fnday Nagh

Rallroad-ers lead In
Wins In Past 15 Years

The Wadena Indians play “th
second home game -of. the seas
I'tomorrow night . (Friday) wh
they meet their- traditional riv:
the Staples Railroaders, at
Wadena ‘athletic: field. The sta
ing whistle wul be zounded
8:00 p.m. :

In the keen mvalry between {
two teams in the past 15 years,
Railroaders have held the edge
games won— they -have 8 to th{
credit, and the Indians have

Last vear, the 13 13 tie was i
only tie. -
For the record _

1936 — Wadena, 20; Staples 12

1937 .— Wadéna 8; Staples 33

1938 — Waderia  6; Staples 13

1939 — Wadenas, 6, Staples 26

. 1940 — Wadena.. 0; Staples 13

Dale Skalisky 1941 —-Wadena 0; Staples 32
1942 — Wadena 13; Staples 21

1943 — Wadena 27; Stables 0

| 1844 — Wadena Jfl Staples €

4 1045 — Wadena ; Staples 0

1946 — Wadensa 20 Staples 0

— 1947 — Wadena. 12; Staples 6
- : ; 1948 — Wadena O; Staples 6
,HCI_TO.Id. _HC_}ITISQ“ Hqs 1849 — Wadena 0; Stagles 13
. Ty , 1950 — Wadena 1), Staples 13
Big Night -- Snares |32 — Wadena 7. Staples 7
. . & . T wmms TR E 47
3 of Visitors Passes |, 7ot goints = Wadena 11

—

15






If you are not aware of what a big event homecoming was each fall, read
the article below. This was commonplace in the 1940’s through the 1960’s.

Grid Classic Friday
Night to End Season
For Wadena Squad

Wadena won’t be the same for
the next two days as high school
hoys and girls take over one of
the big events of their young lives
—the Annual Waden2 high school
Homecoming.

Initial plans were started short-
Iy after the school term goft un-
derway this fall with the naming
of Long Prairie as the homecom-
zuest. But it hasn’t been until
the last two weeks the homecom-
ing fever caught the students,
Candidates for the homecoming
queenn have been nominated, but
the winner of the title won't be
made kKnown until' Friday after-
noon.

- Homecoming festivities aig
seheduled to get underway toniglit-
(Bhursday) as the student ‘body.
go-into their snake dance through'
the downtown area. The preces-
siofiers will be led by the high
'school band, and the formation of
the parade will be at the band
stand uptown.

The snake dancers will parade
to the skating rink next to the
athletic field where they will have
their big bonfire, pepfest, musical
interlude by the band and the in-
troduction of the football squad.

This, of course will only be the
starter. Friday afternoon at queen
coronation exercises, the home-
coming queen will be made known
and her two attendants named at
a ceremony in Memorial auditor-
ium. Jerome Juen, captain of the
Wadena football squad will be-
stow the crown upon the queen.

Jwill have their annual homecom-

| present . the

Following this, the students
ing parade, and the linc of pro-
cessign will be similar to the one
of the snake dancers. The parade
will form atL the school and will
approach Jefferson street f{rorm
Aldrich avenue SW, then down
Jeiferson to Dayton, and lhen
Lack to ihe scheol, The hand will
again lead the parade.

The floats in the pavade will re-
various grades and
organizations, and will center
around the homecoming theme,

The displays will he judged on
originality, as well as atiractive-
ness, with the winners receiving
prizes,

E The highlight of the two day
lceiebl'atiOn will be Lhe grid clasn

ltween the Wadenz Indians and
the Long Prairie Indians. The
contest will be the last of the sea-
son for both teams, and when
Wadena takes to the field, six
seniors will be making their last
appearance Wwith the foothall

squad: Captain Jerome Juen, Har-
old Harrison, Frank Yetter, Lloyd
Tappe, Jim Kurz and Mike Usel-

Friday npight at 8:00 p.m, be~l

man.

Homecoming Fever Steps Up:
Students Snake Dance Tonight

The contest should be obnique,
as well ag interesting, Unique in
that this will be Long Prairie's
fourth homecoming appearance,
Wadena's third, and that beih
teams nave the nickname “In-
dians.”" Interesting-— both squads
will be working towards their firs:
Lake Region conference win of
the seasonm, and for perhaps the
first time during the season boin
squads will be meeting a team of
their equal weight.

The band again will highlight
the half time entertainment, anil
at the half-time, the queen will
be introduced. She will address
! her subjects.

Climaxing the afiair will be
' the floor show at Memorinl aud-
ftorium, the homecoming dantp
and party.

Students and facully are al-
ready inte the Homscoming spirlt,
aud by the time tho stariing
whistla sounda al the game io-
morrow night, cithsn, (oo, will
to- Joindny wHh Liem. 3

17




| almost forgot. Wadena defeated Long Prairie 26-9 in that homecoming football
game. Coach Conzemius led Wadena to a 3-4 record in his first season

Snake Dance Later!

All-Conference Honors

Wadena placed fifth in the Lake Region

Conference Standings with one win and
three losses.

Late Region Conference Foothall Squad!

First team -~ Jerome Juen - Center

Second Team - Harold Freemsn — H. B.
Honorable mention — Mike Koch

18



RG 1952 Season
Ve WHS Record 5-3-0 ﬁ

A Lake Region 2-3-0

WE

SEASON’S RECORD

Aitkin - - - -
Perharmn - - - -
Staples - - - -
Alexandria -
Park Rapids
Detroit Lakes
Breckenridge
Long Prairie

\
]
]

THEY
13

18
17

13

Captain Don Campbell

19



The Lettermen

Nine Underclassmen
- On Roster, Announces
Coach Conzemius

18 Athietes °~
Qualify For

Football Letters. |

20



WADENA, MINNESOTA, THURSDAY, AUGUST 28, 1952

26 | Prepsters Working Ou
Following First Grid Cali

At some point, after the players show up at the
start of the season, the coaches review
expectations and rules. A big set of rules labeled
the “Training Rules” were applied state-wide to all
athletic participants. Coach Conzemius points this
out to the Rotary Club in an effort to inform the

(R

| Tzéinﬁﬁg ;B-ug
For Grid Athletes
Reviewed By Coach

With the cpening of the foot-
| ball season Friday night, it may
interest parents and townspeople
of the training rules the young
athletes will abide by during the
scason.

Coach John Conzemius speal.
' ing before Rotarians at their

community as to what has been disseminated to
the team. Below, left is the rest of what Coach
told the Rotary Club. Please read or jump directly
to my commentary to the right.

—

t luncheon a week ago, told the ser-
| vice club that many of the rules
i put down were not hand made,
 but were made by the Minnesolia
 High School Athletic leagues.

Commentary:

| He said that he and the boys

knew the rules, but wondered if

parents and fans knew them. He

read the following which would

be adhered to during the season:
No smoking at any time.

. No drinking of intoxicating
! liguor. :
| No roller skating during the

ifootball season.
| Sleeping hours during the play-
ing season: Must be off the street
any night before a school day by
10 p.m. Friday and Saturday
nishts not later than 12 p.m.

No misgirc 9f practice unless
excused Tyl oo ot the coaches.

All | can co
days the ro

owls.. Poo

The training rules listed are fairly standard.
No smoking, no alcohol, no missing practice
without permission. And of course there is a
curfew with different weeknight hours
compared to the hours for the weekend.

The odd training rule | see is,
NO ROLLER SKATING!

me up with is perhaps in those
ller rinks were frequented by

| halls had that reputation for

years. They might still, if you can find one.

young smokers and drinkers who were night

Here are some football players flaunting
“Training Rule” #3. And they even have
the gall to wear their football helmets!
Probably Staples players!

21




The starting lineups

WADENA ATTKIN
Whalz LE Samueis
Schmidt LT Kaplin
Olson LG Ritter
Falldorf c Hepring
Erdman RG R. Reither
Andrie RT Christenson
Goedel RE Midthun
Cambell QB Hyytinen
Freeman LH Olson
Kupier RB Skog
Skalisky F

wadena alternates: Davis, Kresien, Ken-
nedy, Ames, Phillips, Zosel, Halght, Han-
son, Ratcliff, Koch, Bigelow, Blaha.

Aitkin alterpates: B, Pratt. D. mMciKay,
L. Olofson. Ray Pratt, Weston, Avyres,
met, F. Reother,

Wadena / Aitkin Starting Offense

Wliﬂhe 75 WADENA, MINNESOTA, THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 11, 1952 MNumber

Indians Stop Gobblers In
Season’s Grid Opener 35-13

WHS’s Freeman scores 23 of 35 pts in home opener.

Velome 75 WADENA, MINNESOTA, TRURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 1952 Y Number 28

Indians Down Yellewjackets
336 In Second Wm Of Season

Toiel of 59 Athletes Y;?.De OAINED Bv: ‘

See Action During nny
h3 Th ng’;h.::;{ ot Inta
ontest, ursday Penallics

Indlans Tl‘lp Staples Cards
34-0 To Chalk Up Thlrd Win

T O@IT B AL
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Lakes Conference Scoring

Alex Cardinals to go to Wadena
For Lake Region Game Friday

Indians Much Improved ¥ T _
"~ B tJuhn Andrie, Mike Koch, Earl Erick-
Over Last Year, Wmm;ng son, Bill Peavy and Charles Phillips.
. . Don Faildort is a new, but able
Thrice By Lopsided Scores, iineman. it is reported.
The Probable Starting Lineup

The next opposition of the Alex-

- Alexandria Pos. Wadena
andrin  high school football team jreprsoqp LE Walz
Wil be the Wadena Indians, the Payne LT Sehmidt

game set for the Wadena Ioutball | mpigkg

field Friday evening. The Wadena Reese o] Eoch
eleven is coached by John Con- Bundy BG Qlson
zemiug for the second vear, Con- ‘ Johnison rT Andrie
zemils played ball with the Clipper | Grosenick RE Goedel
basehall club here as the 1951 sea- Hill QR Camphell
son got uiderway. ‘Ekman LH Freeman

Tobabeu RH Kresien

Coach Tom Connor has reported - P9
: o pdi otbnlle heinp  Sieling

arding

Alexanria uts Crimp In

Jim Nesen, Long Prairie 7 0 10
Jac Campbell, Detroil Lakes 1
Robert Sciling, Alexandria’ 1
Tom Day. Detroit Lakes !
Jim Thiesen, Park Raplds 0
Tom Wagner, Long Prairle 1
Roger Kieher. Melrose |
Roger Knablach, Melrose !
Lisus Meine, Melrose | '
Howard Adams, Melrose !
Marvin Moening, Melrose !
James Long, Ostroit Lakes 1
James Johngon, Detroll Lakes 1
Wilham Arndt, Detroil Lakes 1
William Tababen, Alexandria |
Shelden MacDonald, Park Rapids |
Harold Coling, Park Rapide i
Ronnie Plerce,: Wadena |

PO O O DO D000 O DD == ~d - b
oo oSO T ~ 3D

Wadena's Win Streak, 18-7

]

Indians Lose Homecoming .
L}

Campbell e’furns Punt
-70 Yards for Wadena’'s'
First Touchdown

Breaking from a 6-6 tie with 51
seconds of the game remaining,
Coach John Consemius’'s Indians
turned in a thrilling win Friday
night, 13-8. The shaky victory
came as g ifitting climax to Dads
of the players who were honores]
at this game. The Dads wers
seated at a special bench on the

sidlines, and ramainad thers for
the first three guariers, and

through tne fourth guarier uniil
their sons staried tapping 2t vic-
tory's door. They then formed z
line at the gozl and waiched Fred
Freemsn crack through the cen-

ter from the one vard line o
S¢ore.
— e——

. _—

1 Secongs Indiang—

eCk COWb

t  In the second quarter Breck wmoys 13.6
- stopped at the midfield siripe, and
punted to he Wadena 21 The
- fndians pushed to Breck’'s 40 be-
_fore giving the ball up on downs.
- Held without gain, the Cowboys
"punted from their own 40 to the
, Wadena 20, with Don Campbell re-
! ceiving the punt. Two key blocks
i were ‘thrown by mates, and Camp-
' bell made the 70-yard runback to
georé. The extra point was miss-
ed and the 6-6 seore did not

i change until the ftal 51 secogder=—"- =
S e P

Fred Freeman Scores .
20 Points To Pace
Victory March

23



1953 Track and Field!

So, the 1952 WHS football season comes to an end. The 1952-53
basketball season is next. And of course, the 1953 track and field season
will close out the school year.

| happened to stumble across some clippings on the 1953 track and field
team in Coach Conzemius’ scrapbook. | thought you might enjoy them.

Glenwood, Minnesota
May 28, 1953

Welume 76 TEASCENA, U PNCE DA -THURSDA\—_“'MA

Wadena Athletes Win
Region Track Title

FIMAL
1. Wadena _ . - -
2. HNgrrils — - . 1B A-%
2. Moarhead . . - e ca—a 15173
4, Fergos Fablle . __ .. .. ... 1%
%. Lakg Park __ e . ..o, 14 171
B. Melronse .. -, c— - oM
7. Qlenwoed .. _ .. - ... - 1
A, Mew York Mills e oo . L. 'I:
9. Deiroll Lakes — .. o L. .
1. Elpaw Lake _ —— e — I

F/"™

iﬁg[lah;

? Roy, Tot,

"'p p e, ’:5/3

&yb'g r

[/
uly
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Fwe Athletes Qualify to '
Partucnpate in State Event

Wadena Athletes Wln
Region Track Title

25
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3 Herb Ol Darnemviigl

ToD:-yward DM _ _ — o5
1, Qiex Arandsn, Fergus Fally
4. Aen Qllbwrisen, Lahks Park
T. Con Campbell, WiSina
d. Jarmw HWrattenmaker, Dreokerrp(dgs
5. Dea Todrled, Sauk Cenlry

O Ml ’ £.40,3
1, Awdy Archege, Macrhesd
2. Jahh Harzrgy, Wiea
). Charfen eraiin. Clamoad
i, Den MgEay. Ankin
35 B, Halm, Orainird

463 Waird Gaih 11 as
1. Mayfles MeCaltak, Marria
1. Clyda Ulsenmia, Frafit .

!: PhIl Wall, Wadehd
4, J. BFowr, Milross
3. Dewiyra Hapideciux Wilard

T8 Lbw Hwrdhed . . 29I
Vo Jamts Midlgr, Moar- vad
& Efven Toixgnin, MHew Yaiw 1
a3 A. RArhkimp, Mciross
d, D. Laexry, Eltgw L%y
« 3 B SKa|liky, Wadena
Yard Oah — - — = 1y
s Brarmdon, Fyergus Falls
Ronald Clibrrsdn, Lake Park
Pen Campbedl, Wadena
s A, Pon Toenles, Sivk Canirs
-!_f- James Heltr. Chakla

D Yarg Daan . . e FIIART
"l Kilth Flscher, Gloawaod
‘2 Modman Orclienfeldr, Porflm
I 3, wasteum. Moornead
iy Jarpd Smalley, Olcmwoad
-FI' kowell Aloxe, Elbow Lake

4

HpM

This was a good eye-opener as to the quality athletes that competed on the
Wadena High School football team. Let’s look at the 1953 Wadena Indians
football team with many of last year’s track & field stars returning to school
for at least one more football season.
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1953 Season

WHS Record 4-3-1
*Lakes Region 2-3-0
Capt. Gary Davis Capt. Bill Erdman

| Wadena 13; Aitkin 7
Wadena 15; Perham 0

Waclena 13; Staples 7

i1 Wadena 2; Alexandria 13

Wadena C; Park Rapids 20

| Wadena 7, Defirpit Lakes 36

Wadanaz 7; Breclkenridge T

Wadena 13; Long Ptau-iu G

*Flnal Season in Lakes Reglon Conferehce

PIGSKIN PARADE

‘A" SQUAD—FIRST ROW: l.r. Blaha, Clark, Merickel, Haight, Erdman, Hanson, Skalisky, Walz, Davis. SECOND ROW: Cooney, Rice,
Ehlen, Zosel, Ebner, Kennedy, Gustafson, Shearer, THIRD ROW: Ehlen, Ament, Pierce, Anderson, Drake, Ryti, Freeman. FOURTH ROW:
Stuewer, Zosel, Clark, Fossen, Burrows, Erickson. FIFTH ROW: McDonald (manager), Halliwill, Stromeyer, Campbell, Boyer, Fox (man-
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Grid Warriors to Report |, ”
for First Practice Aug. 24 Leaf Lakes Resort

Here we come!

Veluime' 74 WADENA, MINNESOTA, THURSDAY, AUGUST 27, 1950 Numbed

40 Candidates Report for
First Foothall Practice

o - . Site of cthe Wadena football
fall is just around the corner|camp will be at Leaf Lakes, and

cones  with the changes in the | will run from Monday, August 31
sports pattern, when boys will dis- | to Saturday, Sept. 3

) . _ 5. Crnzxemius
card baseball uniforms for fool- | says enrollment will have to be

ball gear. Monday, August 24, at | held for 27 boys,

9:00 a.m., will be the change date] ‘WWhile the football camp, is
for 1 number of bovs whea Coach | SoMething new for Wadena, it is
John Conzemius will have. his | 'Ot Rew elsewhere. Detroit Lakes
first meeting with his prospective :_lg.:- liit:n conducting such a school
orid Warrioms. the past few years, as has
= Park Rapids, and from the reports
Something new is being under- | th€ MWadena coach has received.
takenh this year. informs Conze- ' the =chool have been a satisfact-
mius. and thai is to take the boys nr{\%‘z_muri‘ ‘

W a fcotball camp for a week. o n t e prepsters 1repoirt Lo
During the week's schooling. the onzemius Maonday he expects

1 nine lettermien in the list: Dous
squad will study fundamentals. | Blaha, Gary Davis, Bill Erdman,

run through conditioning exercises, | Don Falldort, Jerry Hanson, Gene

study and memorize plays, be- [ Haight., Wallv Kresien, Dale Skal-
sides having light workouts. isky and Phil Walz.

Left to Right m

Bill Larson - line coach o

Coach Conzemiys to
Take Squad of 27
to Football Camp

2 irst gentle eeminger that

——

Ed Hasbrouck — back coach

John Conzemius — head coach

>xX X XX
O O O
O
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This week -iliere has been considerable transition at -the
athleiic field as the summer cry of “play ball” turned to the fall
ery of "play football!” With the temperature still hitting in the
high 80’s af ‘Wadena the field has been filled with perspiring as

well as aspiring athletes, as Llhe cosches send them through con-
ditioning exercises,

In photo three Coach Hasbrouck has his backrield
limbering up on passes. '
In photo four Coach Conzemius goes for 4 vide at the expense
of his hackfield men who were working out on a moveable dummy,
perfecting the art of “how Ltu gel your opponent to lose ground.”
As the athletes are being put through their paces, it is with

men
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When the week at Leaf Lakes Resort was done it was time to get back home and get

focused on the season that was about to soon start. As preseason practices in
Wadena were winding down, and anticipation was growing for the opener versus

Aitkin, Supt. Tofte received a letter from the owners of “Leaf Lakes Resort.” See below:

Letters We Like to
Receive at Wadena

It was with considerable satig:
taction Supt. T. H. Tofte of the
Pubhc School read the following
. letter from Don Bondy of Leaf
Lakes Resort, where the Wadena
high school football squad set up
thevr football camp.

All of Wadena will be’ 1n‘t€*r'é§téd‘

spreading wherever they’ g@e 'f -{
| The letter follows:
Mr. T. H. Tofte, .
Superintendent "of Schoots;
Wadena, Minnesota

W

in the public relations our ydung-
athletes and their supervisers:are |

Dear Mr. Tofte:

Mrs. Bondy and I feel that we
would be very ungrateful if we
did not wrife vor a note express-
ing our appreciation for the ime

conduct of your high school foot-

pall squad during their stay at
oup resort. It was indeed-a' pleas-
ure for us to serve such a well
disciplined, gentlemanly and ap-
preciative group.

We also feel that you have in
Mr. Conzemius and Mr. Larson the
type of men we all like to have

| leading our youth.

Bincerely yours,
Don Bondy.
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Meet the Team. ..

Gary Davis, scnior, has played
varsity football for three years,
earning one letter. He is 3" 8" and
weighs 145 1bsg, Gary has played
all the backfield positions.

Don  Falldorf, senior, weighs
165 1bs. and is 6’ tall. He has earn-
ed one letter in three years on the
varsity squad., Don plays center,
end, or tackle.

Dale Skalisky, junior, has three
letters to his credit in four years
of wvarsity play. He has played
defensive guard or in the back-
field. Dale is 5 11”7 and weighs
180 lbs.

Bill Erdman 1s playing his
second year cn the varsity squad.
He is a senior, stands at 5 10”
tall, and weighs in at 175 lbs. He
plays both tackle and guard earn-
ing his letter last year as a juni-
or.

Ron Pierce is a junior this year
and plays end. He weighs 135 lbs.
and is 5 81”7 tall. This is Ronnie’s
second year on the varsity having
moved here from Renville last
year,

Bob Clark,

in his first full
- year of varsity ball, has moved
in as the first-string guarterback.
Weighing 130 pounds, he is 5 77
tall. Bob is a junior.

Jim Rice is also playing _ his
first year on the squad, missing
the majority of last season due‘ to
injuries. A junior, he is a startm-g
end, weighing 14 pounds. Jim 18
5 10 tall.

Gene Haight, at & and 201 lbs.
is the largest man on the squad.
A junior, he lettered last seasom,

which was his Tirst year with the
A-Squad, Gene plays tackle.

Jerry Hanson, a junior, is play-
ing his second year on the varsity
team as a tackle. He is 5 117 tall
and tips the scales at 180 lbs.

Doug Blaha, a sophomore this
season, already has one letter to
his credit which he earned as a
freshman. He is 5 10" tall and
weighs 145 lbs. Doug plays both
offensive and defensive guard.

Gene Goedel, a junior, is 5 11"
tall and weighs 150 Iibs. He was
kept out of action last year be-
cause of a broken arm, but Gene
is back this season playing end.

Wally Kresien is starting his 4th
year with the varsity, having earn-
ed two letters. He also was injured
last year while hunting. Wally’s
position is in the backfield. A sen-
ior, he is 5 8” tall and weighs in
at 150 1lbs.

Phil Walz, a senior letterman,
stands 5’ 9" and tips the scales at
165 lbs. He ig very much at home
either in a backfield position ov
end.

Roger Drake, a 5 8", 165 1b.
guard, made his first appearance
on the football field this yeat. He
is a junior.

Bob Freeman, & sophomore
playing his second year With‘t'he
varsity, is 5’ 6" tall and weighs
135 lbs. Bob is a pledged mem-
ber of the packfield gang.

8ill Cooney, a 5 7", 140 1b. jun-
ior, is playing in the guard pgs1-
tion for the varsity. It's Bill's first
year with the A‘-Squa‘d'
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Yeolvme 76 WADENA, MINNESOTA, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1953

Indians Tag Gobblers 13-6
Friday as Grid Season Opens

Number 2|

Number 28

Vofume ?6 - WADENA MINNESOTA THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 24, 1953

Indians Down Perham 18- o
in ‘Dads’ Day’ Celebration

Rice LE T. Vion Ru_den
Hansen LT Meinhover
Blaha LG ' Goins
Falldorf C Garber
Cooney RG Krekelberg
Haight RT R. Dulski
Goedel | RE Th. Von Ruden
Clark - . QB D. Dulski
Skalisky . B Schmidt
 Walz _' LH ' Welter
Davis RH . Bucholz

- A]!t,erna.tes — Fors Wadena: Mer-
ickel and Plerece at ends:  Trd-
“rarn,” BEhlen and Zosel at trackles

. | Dﬁakef* D. "Andérson, at guards;
_SkCIIISky chmpers Ryti,~ center; -Freeman, Kresién

' and Kennedy, backs; - For Per-

60 Yards; Clark 77 bam: Zolnosky, Zitzow. dnd Al-|
brlght at ends ‘Birkner, Bren and
To Score TDs Weis at - tackles; Ledermann,
Huss and E‘Alter, a;t guards; " Fhan-

Volume 76 WADENA, MINNESOTA, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, 1953 Nomber 30

Indians Outrun Cardinals’
Flying Game To Win 13-7

Voloms 78 WAUENA, MILHERUDLA, IINHSDAT, 1 inR 4, 1v4) Phnine

Indians Lose To Alexandria
Cardinals 15-2 Friday Night
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Three straight losses.

Yalume 74 WADEMA, MINMESOTA, THURBRAY, OCTORBER 22, 1953 Flm

A HHIUKSADAY, CH TOREE 1A, 195

Wadena Overpowered by |Panthers Scratch Indians

N ..' ;s

s iy ’ . b TP
- T
- ' = i ) "\ -
" 'Y .
b (r'\-r ¥ . > s e W
v Mt - - e '
To g0 0 r [

1 N ‘. .
RO & 0 TP, =, VRN . [ CUEEERFEGR . - A
42 A TAT R TR T T i bl b - .
BEREER Y FOT UNCOE Arp iy "“_* _M’ .5'- ;_: ‘el :':-_t‘u-:lvl-‘_‘...'.'_,‘-':t_l L Sl ’ Ly
FRCI T ¥, R . N L
Pletured nhave are the  five iy night,

z ! Fram left to nght  Widena stilelic f1eld will be th
Pl Erdoan, Gwiy Davis Lon

1*‘.I;lhlnrl‘. Whntly Kicslen and 1hi
wWale Famng Wauean  al the

senlors who will be putiing up
their feotha)l tags fne the last
Lhae for Wadenn high srhoo! Frl-

stavuag wh oatle to tseaml nl S0
M-,

Wadena - Breckenridge Play td
1-7 Tie There Friday Nite

Indians Close Season With [ . .~
13-6 Win Over Long Prairie "'GE,T ]N THE GAME!

@ -

Lang Mlauvie ITndinns, wilh 1111




1954 Season

WHS Record 6-2
*Mid-State 3-1

*Charter member of new Mid-State conference

After having been a member of the very competitive Lake Region Conference for four
years, the 1954 WHS football became a charter member of the five-school Mid-State

Conference. Wadena joined Aitkin, Crosby Ironton, Park Rapids and Staples. The
1954 football season’s final standings are below:

Mid State
Conference

| was unable to find a 1954 team
picture however, on the next page
there is a photo of the 12 seniors.
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Grid Pract_ice

Squad Leaves Sunday
for Leaf Lake to
{ = Attend Football Camp

At the first call for football
practice Monday morning, 28 can-
didates reported to Coach John
Conzemius and his two assistants,
Bill Larson and Ed Hasbrouck.
!Uniforms were issued and the
boys and their coaches immediate-
i1ly went to work with condition-
ing being the main menu. The
afternoon practice consisted of
skull session and continuing of
conditioning and offensive and
defensive drills.

— et

Seniors on WHS 1954 team.

Pictured are the twelve seniors who will be putting their football tegs on for the last time next Wednesday night to §
on their home gridiron. Friday night they will be making their stand against Detroit Lakes in the Homecoming classic. and next
nesday night when the home part of the grid schedule will be completed, they will pit their skil! against the Breckenrid2e Co
In front row, left to right: Roger Drake, Ted Merickel, Jim Rice, Mike Ehlen, Dale Skalisky and Bl Cooney. |In back row. '
right: Jerry Hanson, David Anderson, Toby Pierce, Gene Goedel, Bab Clark and Dean Haliiwill.—Staff Phots.

28 Call for Uniforms at First

Monday Meornin

L-R: Bill Larson, Ed Hasbrouck,
Head Coach John Conzemius
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DETROIT LAKES, MINN. [ iraae — —
—While Detroit Lakes, unde- Wa-de.n?lﬁ.:""“h .11 l1ettermcn
feated and No. 2 ranked in |P&ck from a good team of a
the -state last year, has only |Y€&r agaQ,. 1“1121_3"-I'EP1&C€ Detl‘mt

o |Lakes as hest team in the

one regular, center Jerry Fox , b ,
‘back again it still ranks one [ar€a. - However, Coach John

of the stronger contenders in Conzemius has a big probiem
this area. | in lack of . weight on ‘his
Tts line will be lighter than |squad, t00. ’
‘a year ago, but big and rug-
~ged . as high school forwards
~go, and will have good speed
in a backfield, which alsgaus
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vgiume 77 N WADENA MINNESOTA THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7, 1954

Number 31

im@aaﬁs Blank Alexandria

in Fourth Quarter Splurge

6-0

they gave
Taking

‘On the VVadena 15 -

up the ball on downs.
over on their eown 15,
passed to Clarlk, with C]ark catch-

and then raced
‘di¥t. The conversion point was
missed; but.the Indians were otit
in friont. 6-0 with four minutes to
S0 ' . TN . -

Sheareri;

ing: the-ball on the Wadena 35,
65 yards to pay

Shearer to Clark
for a 65 yard TD!

The Wadena Indians squeezed
o ¥heir fourith win of the <ea-==on
29-18, following an explosive
fourth quarter when a never-io-

12 extra point attempts this year, all
missed. The 13" attempt was
different.

give up Crosby-Tronton squad
qtvrmcd the Wadena fort gznd
came within an eve-wink of eith-
cr sotthing for a tie or winning
an outrlght victory., It was tne
magic toe of sophomore Dave
Purrows which made the final
difference hetween a iie and a
Win.

In the twelve touchdowns scor-
ed by Wadena this season, not a2
single extra point has been mad»,
Then came number 13 Friday
night. Wadena at the time was

leading comfortably 18-0 when
Coachi~ Conzemius sent in the
young sophomore hopeful. The

extra-point kick was clean as it
sliced -between the standards. At
the time, it was elating to Wa-

-dena fans the squad had picked

up their first extra point, but la-
ter it was with more satisfaction
for. it meant the fourth win in
five starts for the squad.
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WADENA, MINNESOTA, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1954 Number 34

Indians Trip Cowboys 19-13
in Squad’s Last Home Game

Indigns Seek Best Season

o .
Skalisky Lugs Mail IRecord in Past Ten Years
85 Yards to Pay Dirt  jfeerrerreseres

on Kickoff Return Mg Y?de% gI;,'ni'

------------------------------

Scoring two touchdowns on sus-
tained drives and x third when
Dale Skalisky sprinted $5 yvavds
or & kick-off retwrn, brought the e R
Wadena Indians back into the win

column last Wednesday night asfaagn 7 o
thow downed the dogged Breck-frI%Y oeveveeoooos eeeeeees
enridge Cowboys 19-13. The
fame was the last to be plaved
on the home field for the squad, Co U
and tomorrow night at Park Rap-

ids they will close the season. |[xaye 77T
Wadena scored in the first per-f2Y=Y  w-reeesimimimionicnenen.
iod on a sustained 82 vard drive:
and in the second quarter pushed
38 yards for their second touch-

..............................

..............................

..............................

------------------------------

------------------------------

------------------------------

dO“?n. ------------------------------
2 o0n 0x RAVEY e s e
As the halftime ended

Shearer passed to Rice, with
the latter crossing the Cow-
boys’ goal, but in a controver- 4953
sial decision it was ruled the

ball hadn’t been snapped to
the quarterback previous to .
the time elapse -and the six Next:
points didn’t count.

2% % Park Rapids Panthers

------------------------------

..............................
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Volume 77 - WADENA, AMINNESOTA, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 1954 " Number 35

Indaams Close Season WM@
19-14 Win Over Park Rapids

WHS was 2 TDs and 2 PAT’s away from being undefeated.
Kickiné off to Park Rapids,

13 . 75
SkGhSky Races Englund took the ball on the Pan-
Yards to Score thers’ 15 and made a return run

\ ] E3 . T ' Fiy o
. nd TD to Park Rapids® 42. Moving to
Wadena's Seco the Wadena 25 they gave the ball

Turning back the Park Rapldsjup on downs
Punthers Friday night 19-14. the

I'r(

On the flrst p'tay, Skalisky

Wadena Indians completed their)

. season with 2 recoxd of six wins! went off tackle and lugged the
agoinst two losses, for the bvest mail 75 yards to score. He
season  sinee 1944,  The squad carried for the conversion
of{ that vear had s clean slate of point, and the score stood,
gight wins. To gain last Friday §~ Park Rapids 14, Wadena 13 as
night's viet 0:'\ the Ind ians had LO% the half ended

came r©rom behind to 3o it as the

Anthers stepped Oif o 3 Indion Mﬂeld Hﬂd BQS'
Foudstart,

o Balance in Mid-State Loop

t - .

i Clark, Skalisky,

b Freeman at Top of
—+41=2%-itn Scoring =

I Player- & Team HeaH
u-it Johnson, Staples”, w1
Bob Clark, Wadens i
Dsle Bkalisky, Wadens U
Bob Freemsn, Wadenn I¥

Jerry Groen, Purk Rapids 13
Gary - Condff, Park Raplds 13
Jurry Holm, Aitkin V- X
Jerry Patilson, Blaples Y
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Season .ver . .

 Memor

Lﬂznge*rs
20 Will Ge’l' Fo

1n o o
oiba“ Le‘ﬁfelrs

Dale Skalisky was a five-time letter
winner for the Wadena High School
football team. He may be the only

the sport, playmor the game since ‘

he was a seventh grader, and earn- n

ing his first letter as an eighth™
grader.

WHS student-athlete to have
accomplished that feat.

Dale Skalisky
Named to Loop
All-Siar Squad

Goedel, Anderson,
Clark, Freeman Get

Honorable Mention

Staples retained their leading
role in the league as they turned
‘baclk the Crosby-Ironton Rarigers'
25-13 in thelr last contest of the
season. )
- In conference play, Wadena had
three wins and a single loss, while
Staples had three wins and a tie.
In the final standings it finds the
teams pl’tcmfr as follows:

W I. Tie

S taplés .....o.ooooieeeiil 3 0 1
Wadena .................. 3 1 O
Alitkin ... SUSUSUURNRI | 1 2.
Crosby-Ironton .... 1 3 0
........ 0 3 et

Park Rapids
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1955 Season

WHS Record 3-3-2
Mid-State 0-2-2

Wadena O Aitkin 7

Wadena 27 Perham 6
Wadeno 0O Staples 0
Wadena 6 Alexandria O

464'30 27_729%3 J
e &_\ Tt e

i
iy

Area Foothall
Scores

Wadena 6. Park Rapids 6
Staples, 13, Crosby-Ironton 12
St. Cloud Tech 12, Aitkin 7
Detroit Lakes 27, Alexandria 0
Fergus Falls 20, Lonv Prairie 14
Willmar 13, Sauk Centu 6

Dick Shearer, Co-captain

Faynesville 28, Osakis 19
Bemidji 26, Glencoe 14
o) Starbuck 18, Frazee 0

Z) Perham 39, Pelican Rapids 0

&) ) Brainerd 32. Virginia 14
Parkers Prairie 13, N. Y. Mills 12
Pequot Lakes 26. Pine River 13
Upsala 22, Eagle Bend 0
Swanville 26 Clalma 6
Meotley 19. Pillager 0
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Number 34

L ]

Score TDs in Third,
Fourth Periods to
Erase Breck Lead

After meeting reverses at the
hands of Crosby-Ironton and De-
troit Lakes on their road trips, the
Indians came oul of the hills last
Friday night at Breckemidge to
1+ ambush the Cowboys 12-7, after
granting the Wilkin county squad
a head starl in the second anarter.

While he didn't score either of
the Wadena taliies, littie 130-pound
Jimpie Klein drawing his first
starting assignment, kept the In-
diap fire burning throughout the
contest. Coach Conzemius has
commented he couldn't single ouf
any individuals, for what maglc one
boy look good, could be atlributed
to the rest of the leam cartying
out their specific assignments.
»Peam Spirit was high for this
game. The line functioned espe-
cially well, and the timing of Uie
packfield men was well coordinat-
ed with the line.

41 {hink that John Campbell
camme up with his besy game of the
season, and the driving of Shear-
er, Burrows and Freeman . in the
hackficld was the best that it has
been for the past several games
But if you are mentioning nzmes,
remember Gustafson, Te}g, Ortloft,
}Mohs, Bayer, Erickson, Gibson, O~
son, Ryti and Fossen all played a
ropd game as did the g'esg of _the
glternates. This was ‘Rytx’s first

pame sinee being hurt in the Cros-
I py-Ironton game earlier in the

season. Bul, that game is over and
we are now pointing to our last
ame against Park Rapids,” con-
cluded Conzemius. )
on the other side of the fence it
oung sophomore Dave Con-
prother of the Wadena

was ¥y
Zemlus.

_.._-t.—f"—."_—.
o

This last “away” game of the season found coach Conzemius not only battling his

Indians Ambush
in Last O.g[tiot—'!'own Game

coach; Wes Van Tassel and Jerry
Czitchotzki who were the spark
plugs and kept the Cowboys on
their horses for the night.

Breckenridge scored their lone
tally shortiy after Lhe second quar-
ter got underway, when they mov-
ed from-the Wadena 46 across the
double stripe in ten plays, with
Dave Conzemius chomping off the
last 13 yards Lo score. The con-
‘version point was good and Breck
led 7-0 as the half ended.

Penalties halted any threats the
Indians attempted during the first
half. One bid was made in the

iea of plays when the Indians mov-
ed from their own 38 to the Breck
11, but twice they were hurt by
penalties.  As they gave up the
pall they were hacking away on
the Breckenridge 8. When the half
time came, Wadena was on the
Breckenridge 23, and were moving.

As the third guarter opened,
Brecltenridge accepted the liclk-
off, and on the third play, Shearer
intercepled a Breckenridge pass on
the Wadena 38 and ran the ball
hack to the Yadena 44, from
where Lhe Indians moved for their
first TD. PBurrows and TFreeman
carried the mail on most of the
drive, with Shearer doing the scor-
ing on a quarterback sneak from
the Brecl one.

dians winning tally late in the
third quarter wlien the Cowheys
punted to the Wadena 22 yard line.
When the third quarter ended, the
Indians were on their own 32

As the fourth gquarter opéned,
Shearer picked up three vards;
Freeman 9, Klein three and Dave
Burrows three as the ball rested

first quarter on the second ser-)

able, but for the Indians, the fol-
lowing boys saw action:

Ends — Campbell. Gustafson,
Braun, Kennedy
Tackles — Ortloif, Johnson,

Clark, Halliwill, Gibson

Guards—RBoyer, Ryti, Fossen, Ol-
son, Scott, Smith

Center—-Mohs, Erickson

Backs — Burrows, Freeman,
Klein, Shearer

Two of the other backs—Zosel
and Walz were riding the bench
with sprained anlkles and didn't sec
action, and Lindberg, was ouf of
the line-up becaus: of illness.

The stage was set for the In-;

s and 32 e

nds of the game remaining, Breck
'gtarted to move, and on a concen-

Y ere on the Waqena
tyated drive "gonzemills to Chizek

e midfield stripe. - Ten plays [|21. A pass, LO T Erickson
]c’;teﬁ'h with every backfield man || went an‘uss-.l:é?::epjtion with 73
takiricr his turn at carrying the || making an n b remaining.
pall the Tndians were on the Breck | (oconds of thehé, pall for the re-
2 fr:'om where Freeman went on to || yradena froze dts and came home
core. The comversion point was || oining 3€CONT= o7y ictory under
scot 4 and Wadena led 12-7. with 2 well-earn
| mSS e aginutes and 12 sec- | .l

alma mater, but trying to figure out how to stop their star running back, John’s brother,
Dave Conzemius. Above is most of the article.
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Indians End Season With 6-6
Tie With Park Rapids Panthers

Pass, Shearer to Dave Burrows moved 96-yards to score.
N . The Panthers scored their lonc
B“(FOWS, Sets Siqge touchdown in the first period on

the first series of plays. Kicking
off to Wadena, the Indians fail-
ed to gain sufficient yardage for
a first down and punted to the
Panthers 40. Oh the ground Park
Rapids moved to the Wadena 38.
A pass was attempted, but fell in- |
complete. On the next try, Man--
ners golt behind the Wadena Sc-
condary as Enfield uncorked a
second ty. The connecclion was
made on the Wadena 10, and
¢] Manners ran the rest of the way.
ll The try for the extra point was
missed, and Park  Rapids led
6-0. ,

The Indians worked themselves
into trouble just before the close
of .the £irst quarter when they
fumbled on their own 28, with
Park Rapids making;the recovery.
It was in the opening of the sc-
cond. quarter when they tapped
at the Wadena door, but the fum-
YRl ble on the Wadena: 4, recovered
Rl by Wadena, closed the door inm
their faces.

: On the ground Wadena moved
%9l oul to their own 83 on eight
ol plays. Shearer tiren flipped a pass
M to0 Dave Burrows, which was;
completed on the Park Rapids
25, and Burrows lugged the mail
0 the Park Rapids’ 12 before he-
ing brought down from behind.
Threc running plays later Bur-
rows carried the ‘mail the last

for Wadena Tally

In their final ¢lash of the sea-
son Friday night, the Indians
settled for a 6-6'tis with the Park
Rapids' Panthers, and came close
to winning the contest, in spite
of the fact statistics favor the
Panthers, '

The game was played on a
dry, but windy field, which wasn't
the case in a ‘humber of other
contests played Friday night. At
Brainerd it rained, snowed and
blowed throughout their game
with Virginig, which was won
by Brainerd 32-14. The tempera-
ture a4t Wadena at gane time
stood &t 37 degrees above zero,
fanned by a brisk 21-mile-an-houv

While the 'game was hotly con-
tested all the way, it was clear
of serious infractions. One of the
Tive yard penalties imposed upon
the Panthers deprived them of
what could have heen the win-
ning touchdown., On the Wadena
six yard line, the Panthers inoved
across the gozl, but it was ruled
itl;egal assistance had been given

¢ ball carrier, and they were oAt iad
put back to the Wadens 11. Three T s ik ot gxtra. point
plays later they fumbled on the wis missed, and the’ gaie knot-
Wadena four, with Campbell and ted at 6-6, with the score remain-
Fossen making .the recovary. ing unchanged thrfughout: the
= als L aar_ 3 H8L DAl . 2 ) : '

John Campbell, future Gopher All-Big Ten @
selection and NFL (Steelers) All-Pro Team,
recovered 3 fumbles against Park Rapids.
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1956 Season

WHS Record 3-5
Mid-State 2-2
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GLEN GUSTAFSON CHARLES LINDBERG JIM ST. CLAIR TOM SMITH
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WADENA MINNESOTA THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 1956

Number 28

Indlans on Short End of 13-7
Count in First Grid Contest

e o weins, | Indians Turn Back Perham
112-6 In Comedy of Fumbles

~Only Touchdown

Lindberg Scampers
32 Yards to Score
First Touchdown

Area Football
Scores

Wadena 12, Perham 6
Alexamiria 6 Moorhead O
Breckenvidge 19, Pelican Rap-

’;Velume 79

.'"”\hl‘ .

i TS . H
11_1- the minds of many fans,
it was -& hecky squad of Indians
\‘m:m:argmcr from the football field
Fndaw night defeated no worse
E .&. single touchdown. The
score was 13-7 in favor of Ait-
kin, but on the statistics side
the visitors score did not present
@ clear picture of their domina-
:fsien of the game.

¢ The Indians scored ! their
touchdown in "the first two min-
ufes of  play when they capita-
éhzed on a. break, and after that
ﬁg\%,p,la.yed the rest of the game
in their own backyard, with two
exceptions. The first exception

T ]

Following are the starting
line-ups, and the alternates:

ids 7

-+ Pos. - , .
‘B‘{‘;ﬁe‘?a LB Galamodn Staples 83, Little Falls 6
»Fossen ... LT - "Midthun Crosby-Ironton 43, Long Prai-
Scott - - LG i_ . Miekley rie § .
Mohs C Anderson Fergus Falls 21, Defroit Lakes
Smith %g MecDonal 13
Ortloff ! O Dote
Erickson RE - - Park Attkin 23, Park Rapids. 7

Wwalz . QB . Nelson
Burrows - ‘LH ' "-Hazelwood
Lindberg RH . = Forsberg
St Clalre . FB “ " Moore

Pine River 40, Motley 6
YVerndale T, Menahca T
Berths 13, Eagle Bend 12
Pequot Lakes £6. Sebeka 12

%adzna @mnzzr Buurnal'_

Staples. Romps Over Indians
33-0 In Homecoming Classic

T —
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Indians to Chalk up

WADENA, MINNESOTA, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11, 1956 Number 32 \ Volume 79

alume 79

Alex Stacks Cards Against

14-6 Win

WADENA, MINNESOTA, THURSDAY, OCTOH

Drives of 45, 52,
95 Yards Net TDs
in Final Half

The Indians put a fitting cli-
max to the 1956 Wadena high
school Homecoming Friday night
as thoy twmed back their trouble-
some foecs, the Crosby-Ironton
Rangers 21-0. The scoring came
in the last half, with two touch-
downs coming in the third quart-
er, and another in the fourth.

It was the overall team perfor-
mance which turned the trieck
against the Rangers—the Wadena
backs showed up well, possibly
due to the fact the Wadena line
turned in its best game so far
this season.

follows:

1918—Wadena 7; Detroil Lakes 24
1919—Wadena 0; Detroit Liakes 25
1920—No account of game

1921—Wadena T; Detroit Lakes 0
1922—Wadena 31; Detroit Lakes 6
1923 —Wadena 0; Detroit Lakes 3

ineligibility of Wadena players
1925—Wadena 12; Detroit Lakes 6
1926—~Wadena 7; Detroit Lakes 26
1927-1930—Not on Wadena sched-
lile
1931—Wadena 12; Detroit Lakes 0
1932—Not on schedule
1933 —Wadena 6; Detroit T.akes 6
(tied)
1934- —Wadena 12; Detroit Lakes 7

1935~-Wadena 50; Detroit Lakes 6
1936—~Wadena 12; Detroit Lakes 0
1037—Wadena 37; Detroit Lakes 6
1938—Wadena 12; Detroit Lales 0

VYoloma 79 WANEMA, MINMETITE, THURGYAY MelEwTeR T, Tovss

Indians ‘Bing’ Crosby 21-0 in| jn 31 Years, Indian-Laker
Homecoming Foothall Classic| Series Played on Even Basis

The record since 1918 reads as

1924—Game cancelled because of !

1038-—Wadena 12; Detroit Lakes 0
1939—Wadena 13; Detroit Lakes
28 : :
1940—Wadena 6; Detroit Lakes 13
1941 —Wadeng 0; Detroit Lakes 25
1942—Wadena 7; Detroit Lakes 13
1943—Wadena 20; Detroit Lalces

13
1944 —Wadena 38: Detroit Lakes 6
1945—Wadena 13; Detroit Lakes 7
1946—Wadena 33; Detroft Lakes 7
1047—Wadena 13; Detroit Lakes

21 . : .
1948 —wWadena 26; Detroit Lakes 6,
1949—Wadena 12; Detroit Lakes O
1950—Wadéna 6: Detroit Takes 23"
1951—Wadena 7; Detroit Lakes 39
1962 Wadena. 14; Detroit Lakes
19§§:—'Wa.deha 7+ Detroit Lakes. 36
1954.—~Wadena 0;. Detroit Lakes G
1955—Wadena 0; Detroit Laics 27

Lo b

DENA, MINNESOTA, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18 1956 =

Indians Close Grid Season
By Bopping Panthers 7-0

Partially Blocked :
Wadena Punt Sets
Stage For TD

First Half Scoring
Sinks Indians 28-7
Burrows Hauls Mail

53 Yards for Locals’
Lone Touchdown
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P s — )
Yelume 79 WADENA, MINNESOTA, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 1936 Nomber §

Burrows. Scott, Ortioff
$elected on Mid-State
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1957 WHS

Season Record 5-4

Mid-State 3-1

Wadena
‘Wadena
Wadena
‘Wadena
adena
Wadena
. Wadena’
~Wadena

Wiadéiia

Indians End Season
With Five Wins, Four
Losses, No Ties

18 Perh~m 6
6; Breckenridge 13
12: Staples 6 -
0; Alexandria 13

14; Crosby-Irofion 7
6; Detroit Lakes 19
13; Ai_tkillﬂ" 31

12; Park’ Rapids 8

I: L{j‘ng P‘l"ﬁj’r‘& 0. L
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Mid State
| Standi

Aitkin

Wadena
Crosby-ilronton
Staple

Park Rapids

. 6 "::?‘_‘;x_ ‘."; ’ ﬁ"‘

Jim St. Clair

Ron Rickers Roman Walz

Don Conn Tom Rowe Tom Sundahl

-0 r.-:.,,

Dick Ames Bill Gaslin Floyd Braun

<48
&
- Not Pictured: Joe Meric-

kel, Dave Reece, Gary
Kluenenburg, Bob Miller

Ben Tellers

Arch Ortloff Mike Rowe Greg Stofer
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Indians Down Yellowjackets

18-6 For First Wm of Season

Halbmaier Sprints 62
Yards to Score Final
- Wadena Touchdown

Indian Uprising Halted by
Breckenridge Cowboys 13-6

er's apility to NS own as a nigh

BfGCk -Cow OYSI school and collegiate player, the
s Wadena coach says, “Dave’s 'way
Lose sel'VlCeS ahead of me right now. He has

. : s a good build, lot of speed and a
Oi Dave conzemlus lot of power. He’s definitely a!
In Ted Peterson’s ‘“Nocan Pick- good college prospect_”
em” column appearing in last]| Actually young Dave is 20
Sunday's Minneapolis Tribune, | pounds heavier than his brother
Wadena’s football coach Joh when the latter played at Breck-
Conzemius and John's brother| | enridge high school and at Moor-
Dave, of Breckenridge, gave Peter: R head Teachers college.
son background for his lead item There are four Conzemius
which was as follows: brothers in all—John; Dave; Rob-
“Little” brothers have a hﬂbl{ ert, who played football at Breck-
of growing up Coach John Conze{ Jenridge high school but lettered
mius of ‘Wadena high school ruej |in track and baseball at North Da-
fully admits, ' kota State and -Michael, a fourth
He has reference to David C0n1 grader, whom John says, “is tak-
zemius, 185 pound, 5-10 fullbac ing quite an interest in sports, too,
for Breckenridge hlgh school.. and could be the best of all.”

. David had a malor hand in de'\ ‘Following are the starting line-
-featmg hr‘S older brother's Waden ups, alternates and statistics:
team recently 13-0, . | Wadena Pos. Breck

“I don’t like to get licked any XY?}Z ------------------ %g ------ Koppelman
time,” said Coach John, “even iff| SOTwS i SO0
brother has' a hand in it. Actualiy Rowe . o T Miibo
it was a pretty good game; butll Reece .. ... RG .. Savoy
they had a little too much speecf Ortloff ... RT. . Lane
for us. vy ’ IB_Irau.n s R%...... ST Cobb

albmaier ........ LH... ... Chezik

The Wadena defense was POlilli_t" Klein ..............RH. ... Ceoz(;k
| ed at stooning David and did Gaslin ...........QB......... - Nagel

Merickel ............ FB....... Conzemius

pretty good : job, but it wasnwg

uite enough e_;.»:
qIn comiparing his. young brotl

Alternates — (Wadena) Miller,
Jim St, Clair, Mike Rowe, Koran-
da, Stofer, Rickers (Breckenridge)




olume 80

WADENA, MINNESOTA, THURSDAY. OCTOBER 10, 1957

NMumber 3!

Indians Put Crimp in Ranger’s
Homecoming Festivities, 14-7

| Gaslin's 43-Yard
. Touchdown Pass
is Clincher

. Tumming in a2 14-7 win agsinst

Crosby-Ironton Rangers last
crday night, the Indians spoiled
fitting finish to Crosby-Ironton's
Qmecoming plans. It wasn't be-
canse the Rangers didn't have s

successfully put on two i
¢ goal line
stands, and a2 third time when 2

by. Wadena stopped a  serious
threat, held them on the short
end of the score.

One of the strange incidents in
the game, the Rangers didn’t punt
once during the entire game, On
the times they gave up the ball
they were deep into Wadena terri-
tory and nothing would be gained
by the punt, or a fumble, recover-

ed by the Indians took the ballf'.

away from them.

The game was the best all-f ¥
around performance the Wadena bys

squad has turned in this season.
The backfield handling of the ball
Friday night was good enough to
even fool the referee who at one

time lost the ball on a bootleg |
play. He followed the man who |

didn’t have the ball and sounded

his whistle to stop play. The man |

without the ball had advanced
from the line of scrimmage for a
four yard gain. The man with the
ball had sprinted from the Rang-
ers’ 22, inside the ten. In the con-
fusion, the ball was put back to
the line of scrimmage. There is
still some scratching of heads why
a gain wasn't noted.

§ first touchdown

cheance, but the fact the Indians |

Crosby-Ironton fumble recoverad |

plays. With third ._coming
i{':p-iand'aﬁo‘m: eight W for
‘the first-down, Gaslin faded back
., be

Wadena's two touchdowns came
in rapid order in the second quar-
ter.- The stage was set for the
in the closing
minutes of the first quarter when
they moved from their own 23
.yard line to the Crosby-Irenton 13
ias.the first quarter ended.. Four
lplays after thé second quarter
|started, ‘Bill Gastin carried the last
four yards to pay dirt. He also
learried. for .the extra point.
Kicking off to Crosby-Ironton,
‘the ball went out of bounds on the
Rafigers’ 22, and was put into
play on the Rangers 40. On the
firgt rushing play they picked up
five yards, fumbled with Wadena
making the recovery. On rushing
théy movéd té C-I's 31 in four

yond the 40°yard line for a pass.
. “He had' two. receivers in the C-I'
d zone, and in the pitch,he hit
man Walz for Wadena’s second
y  Gaslin also “carried. for the.
sint. and Wadena went out

. 3
3 DO

Tom Smith Heads
MSC Freshman Class

In a news release from Moor-
head State College, announcement
is made that Thomas Smith, son
of Mr. and Mrs, Cecil Smith of
rural Wadena, has been elécted
president of the freshman class.
Tom, & 1957 graduate from Wa-
dena high school, is now taking
academic courses, with the plan
to major in Industrial Arts and
Mathematic. at MSC.

MSC frosh and WHS alum,
Tom Smith ’57,is elected
class president. Smith held
that position for four years

TOM SMITH
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Lakers Dunk India
To Keep Homecomi

Over The Lakers was m
and then by a score of 12.0,

g
plan to cop the game was the fast
Stepping Lakers left haif back,
Rollie Mann, who scored all three
of the Lakers tallies. He scored
the first touchdown on the third
Detroit Lakes play after the start
of the game as he sprinted 83-
yards to pay dirt. For touchdown
number two, it was set up when
he went on an 8§7-yard jaunt to
the Wadena one-yard line. For
the third touchdown he bolted in-
to the Wadena end zone from the
Wadena eight vard line.

Indians Win Over Park Rapids
12 -6 in Fourth Quarter Rally

It wus a case of where Couch
John Conzemiug' Indiang got the
flI'S‘l downs last Friday night,
While Coach Marlowe Davidson's
Lakers pot the touchdowns and
won 19-6, On paper, it should
have been a Wadena victory by
t lctt§t a touchdown, but the Lak-

L

=S "Halbmaier carried the last five

_Eﬁll'n Second Place yards to score. The extrd point

Standing in Mid ‘Whs ‘missed, and the score was
. | tied 6-6.

State Conference Kicking off to Park Rapids, the

: Panthers moved from their own
Making a second half recovery, s 1o their own 44, and punted.

the Indians rallied to score two . : -
o _ Starting from their own 40, Wa
touchdowris in the fourth quarter dena rr%oved to the Park Rapids

to defeat the Park Rapids Pan- ‘A pass. Gaslin
thers Friday night, 12-6. The win |40 00 IR BrOunc. " Pas e
gave.the Wadena squad a solid - - -
e : o -2 |and Wadena moved to the Pan
second place standing in the Mid thers’ 13. Three plays later, Bill

State "conference, and they still : : .
A TEDEE, Gaslin carried the last three yards
remain undefeated on the home to score for the Indians. The ex-

grounds for the season. ) - ccad and
‘ : . . tra point was agaimm missed an
‘It was just like playing two W Ip edped in%u the lead 12-6.
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IFlu Bug Hits Long Prairie
School, Game Forfeited 1-0

All Mid-State Conference

First Team: Walz, Ortloff, Conn
Second Team: Tellers

FIRST TEAM

ENDS—Roman Walz, Wadcena;
Jim Gillison, Aitkin

TACKLES—Jerry Ortloff, Wa-
d‘;:na: Roger Dismore, Park Rap-
ids

GUARDS—~—Donald Conn, Wa-
dena; Charles Peterson, Aitkin

CENTER — Leonard Anderson,
Aitkin '

BACKS—Glen Britney., Aitkin;
Rodney  Holm, Aitkin; Curtis
Hirachey, Staples and Jerry Rich-

ardson, Cr’osby-lromon

S ——
SECOND TEAM
. ENDS-—Ken Bothoft, Staplcs:
Doug Everhart, Park Rapids -
TACKLES—Art Doten, Aitkin,
Bernard Tellers. Wadena '
GUARDS — Dennis Sanderson,
Crosby-Ironton; Terry’ Hanlon,
Aitkin . :
CENTER—Roger Hanson, Park
Rapids : '
BACKS-—Jim Greenwood, Park
- Rapids; Joe Bremer, Staples; Gary

Johnson, Aitkip and Don Green.
Park Rapids.

|
|

Pictured are ten ol the 12 seniors who have hung up their football uniforms for their prep carcers, and in essence it is thd

entire lootball squad.  From lelt to right:
Jerry OrdolT, line: Floyd Braun,-end; Bernard Teller
Missing [rom picture, Joe Nlerickel; back; Dave Reece, line.

Jim St. Clair, back: Dick Ames, line; Don Conn, back and line; Roman Walz, end
rs, line: Tom Rowe, center; Jim Klein, back and end; and Tom Sundahl, back

e
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1958 Season

WHS Record 4-5
Mid-State 2-2

ROW ONE: Merickel, Askew, Grinde, Baron, Geiser, Anderson, Ames, Halbmaier. ROW TWO: Lartz, Rowe, Gib-
son, Lynk, Taggart, Geiser, Crocker, Stofer. ROW THREE: Deline, Zosel, Jarenson, Erickson, Gleason, Rickers,
Paarmann, Geiser. ROW FOUR: Koranda, Gerlach, Neuerberg, McKellep, Phillips, Lenger, Zosel, Uselman. ROW
FIVE: Bruer, Koch, Miller, Klunenberg, Rude, Kicker, Lenger, St. Clair, Knutson.

Football

SCHEDULE
WADENA OPPONENT
18 5 5 05 B T%y ssen suene Pelican Rapids 19

Perham 25
Staples 0
Alexandria 33
Crosby -Ironton 38
Detroit Lakes 12
Aitkin 20
Park Rapids 13
Long Prairie 20
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John Lenger

Paul Koch

Cary Kluenenberg




Wadena Pioncer Journal

Velume 81 WADENA, MINNESOTA. THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER, 11, 1950

Indians Lose Grid Opener
To Pelican Vikings 19-13

Perham Yellowjackets Break
Ice in 25-0 Win Over Wadena

Volume 81 - WADENMA, MINNESOTA, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 1938

Wadena Led Perham
Series Record: 12-0-1

Indians Down Staples 13-0
In Mid State Conference Win

As for the Yellowjackets, Coach
Ted Meinhover would, get double
pleasure in having his  athletes
turn in a win, for it not  only
would mark ther first victory of
the season, but also the first win
over & Wadena squad since foot-
bull was introduced in the Wa-
dena school in 1910, In the ser-
ey between Perham and Wadenu,
there has been but one tie and
thut  was n 1950 when neither
team scored.  Other than that one
tune, the Indians have posted the

[ ]

Halbmaier Returns
Staples Punt 90 Yards
To Score

Coach John Conzemius' In-
diane, according to the statistic
sheet, played second fiddle to the
Steples Cards in two departments,-
but in the finnl pay-off the In-
dians were in ‘the first chalr as
they downed the Cards 13-0. In
first downs it wax Staples head-
ing the Indians 11-6, and in yards
gained from rushing Staples held
the margin in about the same 2-
1o0-1 proportion as they nctted 181
to Wadena's 80.

What is not shown In the sta-
tistic sheet were four strong de-
fensive stands which kept the
Cards scoreless. The first stand
was made in the closing miaute of
the first halt when tho Wadena
squad got tough and stopped the
Cards on the Wadena -one-yard
line. i

At the sturt of the second halfl
the Cards moved with compara-
tive case (rom their own 34 to
the Wadena 18 when the Indisns
got tough a second time and in
the next four tries the Cards pick.
ed up only five yurds and Wa.
dena took the ball on downs on
their own 13.

win

AREA FOOTBALL
SCORES

Wadrng 13, Sragles 0

Willmar 14, Alexandnn &
Croabyslrunton 33, Altkla O
Breckensidge L8 Detioil Lakes 13
Bemud |1 30, Ferk Hapids 14
Savk Contre 41, Lang Prairg 19
Melraie 24, Lilile Fells ®
Moofhead 13, Fergua Falls 12
Pehcan Rapoda 3k, Fraree b
Mahaamen T, Perham U

Sebekn 15, M. Y. Bl O
Yemdale 41, Derthe &
Henmng 42, Mennghga Qi
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Volume 81 WADINA, MINNESQTA, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 2, 1948 Against Alex, from 1920-1958,
WHS was 6-12-1 and

TOD Much MeDonald o outscored in those 19 games
| 104-"** =
llex Raps Indians 33 6™ 2

Notice the score in the 1921 game.
Last game of the season. Both teams
undefeated and WHS unscored upon.

Read below (score was 80-3):

™

Hr2 0= dena
o2 | —Wiadena
1934 —Wadens
X e W adlenn
1] —Wadena
1144 —Wadena
14 —Wadena
1040—Wadena
1947—Wadena
1HRE=—=Wadena
50— Wadenu
1051 —Wadena
1hd—Wadena
1953 —Wadvna

1o —Wadenn
1957 ==Wadrna
158-=Vadena

15 —Wadena,
1050—"Yadenu .~

Waﬂena—hlex
Series

A

in the 19 ;_nmcs Wadena has |

¢ Alexandrin 0

; Alexundria 0O
. Alexandrin 20

i Alexandnn 15
. Alexandria ﬂ
: Alexandrio ﬂ
. Alexondria 14 |
; Alexandria 15

Alexandrin 13
Alexandria R

Alexandna @
Atexandrin 34
. Atexandriy 6
. Alexandria 1K
. Alexandria @
+ Alexondrin 14

Alexandnp 10

Alexandriu 18

s Alexandrie 33
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Epidemic Breals Oul at WHS
In Farm cf Homecoming Fever

Dick Halbmaier and Joan Ebner
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Sam Phillips
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Rackfield mef o get the o
were! '

Nick Halbmaier, Wadena

Mike Doshan, ('lu\b\']lw\l.-n,

Dick Vagentino, Croshy lrontan

Jerry Carlson, Ak )

Stan Truna, Staples

LeRaoy Boyd, Aitkin.

=

In the line they named
Franeis Murphy, Crosby dion
ton . ‘
Alvin Buss, Ak
SJohn Bockson, Staples
Wl Bateman Park Rapids
Art Doten, "Aitkin
I'd Galameault, Aukm

l)“nil Sanderson, Croshy lron
ton .

Ron Rickers, Wadena

Lvie Stevend Staples

Warren Peterson, Atkin

Grant Schumaus, Park Rapuds -

John DBecker, }'n\aln lranton

G
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1959 Season

WHS Record 2-6
Mid-State 1-3

<

ROW™1-4-J. lg:hi'-au, D. Anderson, R. Miller, G. Stofer, R. Paarmann, J. Koranda, E. Hoover, J. Exickson, A. Crocker, J. Zosel, J. Gerlach, W. Taygert, S.
FParker A ROW 2--Coagh Comzemius, T. Deline, M. Sather, S. Askew, R. Link, D. Rude, C. Lartz, R. Millex, J. St. Clair, P. Gleason, D. Zosel, J. Guiser, ¢
-B'E‘Pbﬁ.a,ﬂ, Mgs. Ebnet and Gibson. ROW 3--Coach Larson, G. Damlo, C. Tutal, R. Hulbmaier, D. Bernauer, D. Jarvela, K. Seott, W. Heather, 3. Anderson, R
‘Ferns, P. Kupker, C. Sastel, G. Imdieke, Coaches Hamerlinck and Willis. ROW 4--L. Overmoen, H. Crocker, R. Johnson, D. Nyhus, T. Anderie, R, Sundahl,
L 'Weappa, R. May, R. Stofer, T. Fahey, G. Kresien, W. Herzog, D. Baron, C. Weeks, G. Jolmson.

Wadena Scores First
Touchdown On Second
Play of Game

Coach John Conzemius' In.
dians nearly made 1t an about
switch from a year ago as they
downed the Perham Yellowjack-
ots FM:Lnlghl 19-0. Last year,
it wus the Jackets tuming in
their first win over Wadena in an
off and on series which started
in 1910, by a score of 25.0. |

Rosters vs Perham 1\
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John Zosel Runs
Recovered Fumble
Bock 46 Yards Far TD
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College Football

& Items of Interest

—

1950-59

WHS Alum

College

Don Campbell '53 — Bemidji State College
Dale Skalisky '55 - Eastern Wash. College
Gene Goedel '55 - Moorhead State College
Don Falldorf '54 - Moorhead State College
Don Conn ’58 - Moorhead State College

Roman Walz '58 -

Moorhead State College

Four Former WHS
Athletes on MSC
Dragon Roster

Witdena  waill have ineresl in
Ehes Moorleead s State Collepge game
Saturday when the Dragons open
therr prid seasan by playmg hast
g MNebraska Stale Collepe of
KHearney, MNebv Game time 15 sel
for .00 pom,

Chendimpe o mmterst froan dhe loeal
'-it:'l:llilrllul'll 15 Tl faa't Toar Feag
e, Woadena haph o sebiond athleles
sgail b dlressing Tor the contest
{.F_rm' Coopgscdeel, a0 s an MSCT, s
Fone ol The co-captions of  the
Dirapons, D Folidor!, o ol
e, i a0 letterman hack  From
Basl Saecer, ansl meakiinge [hear Dapst
apprarareee uaticher iheee MSC han-
mer o will b Rownon Woale and Taoan
LITITA

[l Skahskey, who waul! bave
hove been o pemor ot MSC 1Thie
yorae ane owho owosthd have  been
g &1 g Hhidlaoothpll Jetier,
s wathdrawn Trom MSC il
wiill be atlending o college i e

state of Washington, Skahisky, »
||.:|IH':|;u|-:, wire o of the Lap
Pive prodind gioners o rushang
last yeurr,  miccordingg  to Sty

Editer Dhek Seal, and he tapped
the Dieapons' hst oas o punt re-
turnier and o kick-off returner, In

kack-off returns, he carvied  five
Larpers Faor o Caatoed el 150D wirds He
ahher hired the top an pass inter.
ception s returms. In one andereeg.
tian, ke returmedd the ball 51
yards

GCene Goedel, an end, was n

third place as o pass reciver, and
toppdd the field as o pomt-alter-
Lot hodovwns petter,  getting  epht
poants via mes educated toe
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Gene Goedel Gels
Mention On Little
All-American Squad




Goedel (cont.)

Goedel won letters in
basketball and track. At
the time, he held the
school record for the high
jump, the 220-yard low
hurdles and the 440-yard
dash.

IMPRESSIVE!
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<& e 7 N - Dale Skaulisky, former Wadena
‘42 ;e high school athlete, is having an-
other greut year in football and
“sf I currently one.of the top, per
s formen in the Evergreen conler-
“1l wnce, a loop'made up of Washing:
{ ton. state colleges. Dale, & senior
«JH at Central Washington College of
"R Education, Ellensburg, Washing-
.1l ton is majoring in physical educa:
M tion and minorihg 1n biology,

Yege it tells of one of his busy af-

“Dale has proved himself to be
1a real defensive standout, as well
1as a very capuble olfensive per-
1 former, He consistently has been
i among the team lpadess in tackies
| made per game, wnd has' inter.
cepted several passes. In Cen-
ieal's recent 18:12 homecoming
Nwin over Eastern . Washington
College, Dule made nine ‘tackles,
scored twp touchdowns, and lo
make the day complete. he inter.
cepted & R:u in the clming B0¢-

Jjonds of the game to stop a.po-
_f| tentianl Eastern rally.” o

AT g )" e S A T Y ATV TR
.t i RS -

; I v e L el er w
. Tom ot -

~In a news release from the col-

What the news release failed to.
say, was  (hat Centeal's final
touchdown —wes made wilh 53
seconds of time remaining. and. it
was Dale receiving B pass  on
Eastern's nlne yard line and slant.
ing off to Eastern’s end zone un-
touched.

Dale, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jake
Skalisky, while st Wadena High
School, mude the Myd State con-
ference team and was selected as
& member of the North team to
play In“the. North-South clusa)(”
Upon hix gruduation from Wlle
na High, he entered  Moothesd
State College where he lettered
for two years 4 (ootball.

Nat all of his athletic talents
are confined \u toothall. In ,his
prep days he wan 2 :landout
basketball player, and excelled In
buscball as a catcher, having
caught & couple of »easdns for
the Wadenn Chiefs. At Moorhead
State, he also participsted in buse-
ball, and tast year at Centrsl In
Washingtnn he carned a - letter In,
this sport ag a3 member of’ Ihl.'
varsity haseball squad, - -

Dale Skalisky and Gene Goedel were teamates at WHS and at
MSTC for two years. Both were tremendous multi-sport athletes.
you have not already, go to the WHS 1954 team in this scrapbook

If
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1951 WPJ

Bill Larson, coach, teacher, principal. Marine.

o
|

-
- William Larson After

Year in Korea Says,
‘It's Great To Be Back' |

Fans who have watched the'
Wadena football team W action
this year may have come up with
the obgervation, “They fight like
Marines” Such might nat be 100
far-tetchad. for the line iz being
coached by a former Fighting
Marine, William Larson., who re-

LR : joined  the Wa-
@ dena schonl fac-
B ulty this fall fol-
j lowing a vear in
oo with the

‘Fighting Alar.

L e e g —— — —— — T

i ar

. ill™=
=zt vemark Lo
1. T. FI. Toifte

| s e 0 be  back  in
| el Larawil Wadena,”™

i Speaking at Rolary a few weelks
ago, and st Lions Club Monday
night. Bill related a number of his
experiences in Korea, and later
was Interview od.

He =evered his connection with
I the Wadena school faculty the dav
school was out in the spripg of
il'ﬂﬁl. and was given a leave of
|'.'1t1.‘:“.x-:nn:e b3 the =chool board. He
went directly o Camp Pendelton,
Oeeanside, Calif.
—— -
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| In Ltne '[:IEI'EDII.:-].]. inLerview, kil

|| was asked what type of wifts the
men were Imost degirous of e
| peiving. This wrought - a  luugh
¢rom the Captain, who said, “You
know I was telling you about the
genige of humor the infantirymen
have. Well, the Marnes are just
like the army when il comes to
| ehow, Yyou ean have your bheans
g3 just beans, DeiLns and bacon,
beans and pork, heans and beef,
ar heans with a combination wilh
just ahout anything. Wwell, last
Christmas oné of the lellows Te.
ceived a gift [ram his mmLEu-r,I
and it was a dozen cans of 'pork
and beans', For the next month,
we never wanted for a joke, and
the fellow thought it was just as
funny as the rest of our outfit.”
vBut if folks want to send ap- ||
propriate glfts, canned peanuls,
canned fish, candles, not the little,
kind but those big ones that will
lagt beyond a flicker, thoge about
an inch in diameter, and aboul
ten or twelve inches long; canned .
cheese, pockel warmers, station. |
ery and peneils. They are all prond |
gifts, and don't forget the ictlers.

“Walk it off!”
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1952 Training Rules

| He said that he and the boys
knew “the rules, but wondered if
parents and fans knew them. He
read the following which would
be adhered to during the season:

No smoking at any time.

No drinking of intoxicating
liguor.
No roller skatmg dmmg the
tball season.
Sleeping hours during the play-
g season: Must be off the street
ny night before a school day by
10 p.m. TFriday and Saturday
nishts not later than 12 p.m.

No misgirc of practice unless
excused ly feeo ot the coaches.

‘E‘mmm@ Huies
For Grid Alhletes
Reviewed By Coach

With the c¢pening of the foot.
' ball season Friday night, it may
interest parents and townspeople
of the training rules the young

athletes will ablde by during the
scason.

Coach John Conzemius speak-
ing before Rotarians at their
luncheon a week ago, told the ser,
vice club that many of the rule
|put down were not hand mad
 but were made by the Minnes
lngh School Athletw Iragues.

L
Volume 78

Go to 1952 season and read more
about this rather odd training rule.

TALESNA, PUIPNOEDUL A THURSDA\‘

Wadena Athletes Wm
Region Track Title

Between the 1952 and 1953 football seasons you can find out more about
Wadena High School’s Region 6 Track and Field Championship.
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% Why Footbalcrapbooks?

In 2017 | did some research on three Wadena High School basketball players, from the 1950’s, that played for
my dad Harold Willis (1955-64). Upon completion of that | decided to work my way back in time as far as the
archives would take me. The result was the “Wadena H.S. Basketball Scrapbook 1900-59.” After that | knew |
had to do the same for what came after 1959. Project #2 culminated in the “Wadena H.S. Basketball
Scrapbook 1960-80.” Neither have been a commercial success. They were never intended to be money
makers. Their purpose is to bring back memories, or to confirm a dad’s or a grandpa’s claim of greatness in
their youth. Or at least be forced to modify said claims. And ultimately, | want our Wadena sports history
documented.

| resisted the thought of doing something similar for Wadena High School football. It is such a “long haul”
process. Time consuming and monotonous. Besides | was a cross country runner in high school. | loved
football but wanted to be in shape for the basketball season. Plus, | was not a very good football player. Then
| started to think about my youth and WHS football. In 1966, at the age of 11 | was the “water-boy” for the
high school football team. My brother Greg was a sophomore on that team. | loved being around those guys.

Then my memory took me back a little further. Dave Campbell* ('66) played for WHS in the falls of 1963-65.
He lived on the corner of Dayton Ave and 4" St. SW, just a stone’s throw from the football field. Behind his
back yard was a playground and behind that, the Wadena elementary school. One beautiful spring day | was
at the playground alone. | do remember very clearly sitting under a big tree in Dave’s backyard and talking
with him. Dave Cambell, quarterback. He was a star football player, and he was talking with me. He may
have been my first sports hero. It was then that | realized many of the guys that would be in this football
scrapbook were sports heroes to the youth of their era. In the 21 century it is more likely the youth of the
day have sports heroes that make $100’s of millions of dollars. That’s not a bad thing, it’s just a sign of the
times. | like the way it was when | was a kid, you could sit down and talk to your sports hero.

Suddenly | had another reason for projects #3 and #4 (completed 2022:

Project #3 - “The WHS Football Scrapbook 1900-49”

Project #4 - “The WHS Football Scrapbooks, by decade, 1950-80”

Jebb Willis
Class of 1974

*Dave Campbell’s brother John ('56) was All-Big 10 for the Gophers and an NFL All-Pro for the Steelers. Dave’s sister Cathy ('55) is
married to Wadena native Joe Krause (’55), contributor to the WHS Basketball Scrapbooks. Don Campbell ('53) played at Bemidji
State and later taught and coached football at Long Prairie.

GET IN THE GAME'
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Final Thoughts

This all started so innocently. In 2019 | just wanted to dig up some facts about three WHS
basketball greats from the 1950’s. However, once | had that project completed, | could not
stop. Below are the “Scrapbooks” that have been assembled to date:

-Wadena High School Basketball Scrapbook 1900-1959
-Wadena High School Basketball Scrapbook 1960-1980
-Wadena High School Football Scrapbook 1900-1949
-Wadena High School Football Scrapbook 1950-1959
-Wadena High School Football Scrapbook 1960-1969

My tentative plan is to continue researching, documenting, and assembling the following, in
the order in which they are listed:

-Wadena High School Football 1970-1980

-Wadena High School Track & Field

-Wadena High School Wrestling

-Wadena High School Baseball (and other spring sports)
-Wadena High School Cross Country

In the early 1900’s high school sports were limited to football, basketball, and track & field.
Therefore, after completion of “WHS Football 1970-80,” track & field will be my last big
project as it will also cover 1900-80. The other sports listed above will go through 1980, with
their starting date yet TBD.

None of this is possible without the resources at the Wadena County Historical Society. |
encourage those of you interested the “WHS Scrapbook Collection” to buy (aka donate) one
or more of your favorites. 100% of your donation goes directly to the WCHS.

Thank you,

Jebb Willis ‘74
Spring 2023
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