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Congratulations to the MPS graduating Class of 2023!
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All of the 5th grade classes at Adams
contributed to a project which taught
students a little bit about Ramadan.  

“We have been very fortunate to
receive some amazing books from the
Islamic Center in Midland,” said teacher
Maryanne Lipovsky. “We were recently
gifted the book The Kindest Red by
Ibtihaj Muhammad and K.K. Ali. This
reminded us that Ramadan was about
to begin. We reread Lailah's Lunchbox:
A Ramadan Story by Reem Faruqi. Fifth
grade wanted to do something to show
our support to our friends celebrating
Ramadan. It is important to us that all
students feel accepted, seen and
respected.”

Mrs. Capua's 5th graders at Adams performed the Hall of American Heroes. As part of their
Primary Years Programme unit, "How We Express Ourselves," students each chose an
American hero that has positively impacted the world. Students researched their heroes
to write a first-person speech about their contributions. They designed a background,
prepared a costume as they transformed into their hero, and recited their memorized
speeches that displayed these significant American world changers' visions, actions, and
accomplishments.

Central Park’s Primary
Years Programme 5th

Grade Exhibition
occurred in March. The

event demonstrated how
students could take

action in their learning.
They celebrated the
transition of learners

from primary to
middle/secondary

education and reflected
upon their journey

through the PYP. Families
and community members
gathered to enjoy student

projects in the halls of
Central Park.

PRIMARY YEARS
PROGRAMME

5TH GRADE
EXHIBITION

State Superintendent
Dr. Michael Rice
visited Midland and
requested a tour of
Central Park
Elementary. 

He visited two Central
Park classrooms as
well as an ALPS
classroom.

All four Kindergarten classes went to see Latin
artist, Sonia de los Santos, at the Midland Center

for the Arts. 
Sonia was born in Monterrey, Mexico, and in 2007

started touring the world, singing in English and
Spanish, playing guitar and jarana. She is a Latin

Grammy Nominated artist, nominated in the
category "Music for Families."

Mrs. Grillo's 1st grade class working on some artwork and enjoying
some sunshine outside!

Mrs. Budka's class worked
on biographies of famous
people! Each student
chose a biography to read
about a famous person. As
they read, students took
notes on their person's life,
accomplishments, and the
challenges they overcame.
They used those notes to
create a timeline,
informational writing, and
an illustration for each
famous person. It was a big
project, but our class
learned so much!
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PRINCIPAL: MS. MARGARET DOAN

The 5th grade Primary Years
Programme Exhibitions were held
at Plymouth Elementary outside
this year. This spectacular event
ended their PYP journey and
celebrated their transition into
middle school. The intense 6-week
process involved research,
application, action, and reflection. 

Each group worked with a
knowledgeable community
member who was a mentor
throughout the process. Family
and community members attended
the Exhibition, allowing students to
share their expertise. We are so
proud of all our 5th graders and
know they will make a positive
difference in our school,
community, and world. 

They shared how “actions make a
difference in conflict and
resolution.” Well done!

The MIRM (March is Reading Month)
bookmark contest has become an annual
part of Plymouth's  MIRM festivities.
Students are all given a blank bookmark to
decorate however they wish. A winner is
then selected from each grade level and
they get to have their bookmark printed for
the whole school and also receive a prize
from principal Margaret Doan. "It seems to
be a hit and the kids are always asking me
when we are doing it and are looking forward
to it every year," says Doan.

*In other Media Center News:

The Media Center Superstars program is
sponsored by the amazing Plymouth PTO
when they host our book fairs. Students are
able to receive a ticket with their name on it
when they are showing expected behavior
while in the media center. All entries are put
into a box and the PTO draws names and the
winners are able to pick out a free book of
their choice at the book fair! The kids love
this also and last year they drew around 50
names which is amazing!

CHESTNUT HILL ELEMENTARYCHESTNUT HILL ELEMENTARY
(989) 923-6634 <> WEBSITE: CHE.MIDLANDPS.ORG

PRINCIPAL: MS. TRACY RENFRO

We All Belong Night was held at Chestnut Hill Elementary on Thursday, February 2, 2023. Several CHE
families and friends, along with the Middle East North Africa group from Dow Corporation, shared
information about their countries/cultures. Visitors took a passport to each “country” to have it stamped
before having access to the wonderful food table. All in attendance were appreciative of the presenters
and the school for providing this wonderful opportunity for ALL! 

(Photos by Mark Guerin, CHE Teacher)

WE ALL BELONG

These Periodic Tables of People are on display entering the Maker Space at Chestnut Hill School. The idea behind the
displays was to make connections between the Sciences and our diverse world. By displaying a wide representation of

individuals both known and unknown to students, it sparks that curiosity to explore and learn more. Jennifer Brenes, Culture
and Climate Leader for Chestnut Hill, was responsible for the addition to the hallways of Chestnut Hill. “My classroom is just

across the Maker Space from these displays and I love seeing the students stop, reflect, comment, and explore the
individuals represented. It is so important for our students to see representations of positive role models from a variety of
diverse fields and backgrounds to both mirror their world and expand it.” The Periodic Tables highlight "Courageous Kids",
"Latino Legends", "Black Leaders", and "Inspiring Women" in the areas of artists and performers, activists  and advocates,

athletes, scientists and mathematicians, and trailblazers.

PIONEER FIELD DAY!PIONEER FIELD DAY!

With the help of parent volunteers, Pioneers spent the morning playing a variety of games, relay races and team activities
on the Northeast & Plymouth playgrounds on May 25h.  
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(989) 923-5382 <> WEBSITE: DHS.MIDLANDPS.ORG

PRINCIPAL: MR. TED DAVIS

Each year the 15 member schools of the Saginaw Valley
League select a teacher that meets the qualification to be

named SVL Teacher of the Year. Each teacher that wins this
award must be a full or part-time employee that has taught
at MPS for at least 5 years. Each year the award's recipient
demonstrates excellence in teaching and makes a positive
impact both in the classroom and in their students' lives.
This year's SVL Teacher of the Year is Mrs. Cindy Meyer.

Congratulations Cindy!
 

From March 17-19, four Dow High Key Club members attended
the 72nd annual Michigan District of Key Club Service Leadership
Conference. 

Current President Eleanor Hughes, Secretary Raven Driver, and
incoming board members Chikanma Okoisor and Faith O'Connor
participated in the three-day conference. They participated in
workshops to learn engagement techniques, Key Club
mindfulness, and some fun cultural dances. 

Raven and Eleanor were also delegates who voted for the 2023-24
Michigan district executive board. It was a fantastic weekend,
and Dow High Key Club looks forward to next year's conference!

 
On Saturday, April 15th, 7 teams
competed in the AH Nickless
Innovation Competition at SVSU.
This competition allows teams to
create a solution to a real-world
problem. The team meets for at
least 8 months to do research,
develop a solution, and write a
business plan to implement their
solution. 

The Dow High SAGA team of
Amy Lee, Shubhan Nagarkar,
Andy Yao, and Grant Wang won
3rd place in the competition with
the invention of a device that will
help diabetics measure their
glucose levels without having to
prick their fingers to draw blood. 

Congratulations to all seven
teams on their hard work and
professional presentations that
were delivered.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CHARGER CLASS OF 2023!



MIDLAND HIGH SCHOOLMIDLAND HIGH SCHOOL
(989) 923-5181 <> WEBSITE: MHS.MIDLANDPS.ORG

PRINCIPAL: MS. TIELA SCHURMAN

Chemics welcomed prospective
students for their Incoming

Freshman Night. Families could
tour the building, join a breakout
group for specialized programs,

learn about various clubs in
Eyeball Alley, and even visit

Chemic Corner for free cookies
and discounts! 

During testing week at MHS, Midland High Parents came out in full force to show support for all our students testing for the SAT, PSAT, M-STEP, ACT Work Keys, etc...
MHS Parent Partners collected donations for breakfast foods and brain snacks to feed all of our students before the testing and during break times. Thank you to

McDonald's on South Saginaw Rd. for donating 275 breakfast burritos on the first day of SAT testing for the junior class. We know students really enjoyed the snacks!
Thank you to MHS Parent Partners for their incredible support!

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CHEMIC CLASS OF 2023!

WELCOMING STUDENTS ON INCOMING FRESHMAN NIGHT:
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PRINCIPAL: MS. SHANNON BLASY

The final match of Book Madness is over! It was The Hobbit vs The Hunger Games. The odds were forever in favor of The Hunger
Games! In a landslide 121 to 59 victory, The Hunger Games became the Champion of Jefferson’s Book Madness 2023. We had 163

students and staff play this year- thank you to all who voted and filled out a bracket!

In March, the JMS drama department put on an amazing production of "Annie Jr." under the direction of Mrs.
Amy Sabourin. The entire cast and crew did an outstanding job and sold out each of their performances.

Congratulations!

In April 6th, students in the Art Honors Club at Northeast traveled to Detroit for a fun-filled day of art and food! The day began at the Detroit
Institute of Arts, where students were able to see the Diego Rivera mural and other amazing works of art. 

After leaving the DIA, the group traveled to Greektown to eat at The Pegasus restaurant and explore all of the tasty options at the Astoria
Pastry Shop across the street. 

This was a wonderful opportunity for the students to see art in person, many by the artists they have studied in their Art classes throughout
the years. Special thanks goes out to Principal Dirk DeBoer for assisting with funding for the trip!

Artwork from various schools was on display at the Midland Mall for the MPS Art Shows. Different schools and grade levels took turns being
shown each day. Mugs, sculptures, and pictures of varied media were admired by families and student artists. These works are from students

at Northeast Middle School. Nice job, Vikings!

In April, Jefferson hosted an event for 8th-grade students: "Voices of Our Community." Various presenters came
in to discuss topics ranging from diverse texts in literature to senior services, to children’s grief, to accessibility

resources and accommodations. Over 200 students participated in the event.  
 

Annie Jr.

Life 101 is a hands-on, skills-based class at Northeast where
students of all abilities learn life skills. They cook, clean, organize,
do laundry, sew, practice mindfulness, and learn to be good digital
citizens. Life 102 focuses on meal planning, budgeting,
entrepreneurship, and customer service. Our goal is to prepare
students to be a positive part of our community and workforce.

Mrs. Lenon hosted a STEM Club every week on Wednesdays.
Everyone was welcome to join and the group worked on
various Science, Technology, Engineering and Math-related
projects. One of the most engaging projects was the
mousetrap cars. Students built mousetrap-powered vehicles
and measured the distances they traveled.

Northeast was fortunate enough to play host to a number of
guest speakers this school year! One of the last ones of the year
was a presentation on the lifecycle of Mussels. Emma Poellet
and Abby Thelen are MSU graduates serving with Huron Pines
AmeriCorps at US Fish and Wildlife Service. Their main focus is
educational outreach about imperiled species through programs
like the Mussel Outreach Program. 
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    Run Club is a parent-led, PTO-sponsored,
running group that encourages elementary
kids of all ages to get excited about the
sport of running. 
    What started as a group to prepare kids
for the Dow Run Walk at the Community
Center by running a cumulative 26.2 miles
before the race, has turned into a group of
kids who make a variety of goals and
encourage one another as they walk, run,
and jog side by side to accomplish their
own personal goals. 

    Kids run laps around the playground
and after each lap they receive a popsicle
stick to keep track of the number of laps
they’ve gone. Four laps/sticks is equal to
one mile. At the end of the time we meet,
parents record their laps. Throughout the
time we meet the kids receive tokens to
put on a keychain that show how far
they’ve gone. 
    The kids love to put these keychains on
their backpacks and show off their
accomplishments. If kids want to run 

outside of the Run Club time to earn more
tokens, we encourage them to pursue their
love of running and have their parents
report the extra mileage to the adult
leaders. 
    We have loved seeing kids find joy in
running together, accomplishing their
goals, and learning to love fitness. These
youth are determined and strong! 
 We can’t wait to see what they do next,
after run club is over for the season, there
is nothing stopping them from doing more!

   The Mona Lisa is
Siebert Art Teacher Ms.
J's quiet signal so every

month she tries to put up
new Monas inspired by

what her classes are
working on. When she
makes lesson videos,

each video starts with
Mona Lisas and ends
with happy creating!

    

    Kathryn Tate, President & CEO of
the Legacy Center, visited Katherine
Morden's classroom as a mentor for
one of Siebert's Exhibition groups. 
     In 5th grade, all students at MPS
complete an Exhibition Project where
they are able to explore a topic that
they feel passionately about and
work with a group to discuss ways
that they could take action and/or
bring awareness to their topic.
     Ms. Tate, along with many others
that she was able to recruit, served
as mentors for groups this year. 

    Each group is assigned a mentor
to help them through the process.
Sometimes these members are class
parents or school personnel -
however, this year, in Ms. Morden's
class, the majority of the mentors
were members from the community
that were contacted/connected
through the Legacy Center. 
    They met with their groups
roughly once a week until May 18th,
when Siebert hosted its Exhibition
Celebration and students shared
with the school and community
their projects and action plans.

5TH GRADE EXHIBITION5TH GRADE EXHIBITION
PROJECT PLANNINGPROJECT PLANNING

Siebert students
enoyed a visit

from their friends
at RE/MAX Realty,

who gave Mr.
Schroll a ride in

their hot air
balloon!

The 5th Graders at Woodcrest Elementary held their annual Exhibition on March
15th and 16th, 2023. Working within the theme of Who We Are, students researched

issues related to the Central Idea, “Water Defines Our World”. Topics included:
water pollution, endangered and invasive species, clean energy, and more.

Every year, Media Specialist Dawn Smith puts together a project to encourage students at
Woodcrest to read as many books as possible. This year, she set a goal of 2500 books to
read in 3 1/2 weeks. To document each book that had been read, she (along with the help of
her family during the weekends and Mrs. Hall) created a giant gorilla (Mr. Bananas) and a
vine that circles around the ENTIRE school.

Bunches of bananas, butterflies, and toucans each represent a certain amount of books.
Last year, with the creation of Chester the Cheetah, they celebrated Reading Month by
reading just over 2,000 books. This year, the school surpassed its goal by reading 3,155
books – a very proud milestone for Mrs. Smith and all of her page-turning Wolverines.

RAINFOREST READING PROJECTRAINFOREST READING PROJECT

Woodcrest students enjoyed a
virtual field trip to the Toledo Zoo!

From the comfort of their own
classrooms, teachers set up their
document cameras for a Zoom call
with a representative from the zoo.

Students had the opportunity to ask
questions, interact in real-time with
staff, and see some of their favorite
animals they’ve been learning about
throughout the year.

Toledo Zoo Virtual Field Trip

SCAN ME WITH
YOUR PHONE FOR
BONUS CONTENT!

WOLVERINE 5TH GRADE EXHIBITIONSWOLVERINE 5TH GRADE EXHIBITIONSWOLVERINE 5TH GRADE EXHIBITIONS



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

PRE-PRIMARY CENTER 
 CARPENTER STREET SCHOOL

(989) 923-6411 <>WEBSITE: CPP.MIDLANDPS.ORG
DIRECTOR: MS. PAM SHARROW

 

2022-23 Coming to a Close at The Pre-Primary Center
We have had a wonderful year. It is just so amazing to see the growth over one school year. We feel grateful to all families that
shared their children with us and entrusted us with their growth and development for this school year, thank you. We are actively
still accepting applications for the 2023-24 school year.

Some highlights from this year include getting to know all of our friends with the kickoff of "Kindness Wednesday", by getting our
T-Shirts. We enjoyed the change of colors in the fall. "Play Inquiry Pilot" was a success with all kinds of explorations. We waited
and waited to play in the snow and then couldn’t wait for nice weather. We opened a brand-new sensory walk, to help with whole
body growth. Finally, we are adding another play space near basketball court area.

Is your student
enrolled for the
2023-24 school

year? Enroll now
using the QR code!

 
 

     Midland continues to meet
students’ needs through virtual
course offerings, including our
eLearning, Virtual Academy, and
PATHS programs. We serve
students who are recovering
credits, taking a course beyond
our traditional offerings, in need
of virtual due to a medical
situation, or needing an
alternative program. 
     We also offer a Summer
eLearning Opportunity! Through
this program online courses are
available to high school students
who wish to earn initial credit in
select courses. 
     Courses will begin on June 5,
2023 and must be completed by
August 4, 2023. Students may
only register for one course at a
time. 

     The cost for each course is
$150 for Standard Edgenuity
courses (EDG - Edgenuity on
course list) and $235 for
Edgenuity Instructional Services
courses (EDGIS - Edgenuity
Instructional Services on course
list)  for Midland Public Schools
students and $175 or $250 for
students outside of the MPS
district. 
     If you would like additional
information or would like to
register for a course, scan the
QR code below.
     


