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issues she is facing.

Five strategies keep teens reading over the
winter break (High School)

Just because they are out of school for a few

weeks doesn’t mean teens should stop reading.

With time off from classes and activities, win-
ter break is the perfect time to encourage them
to pick up books—just for the fun of it!

To promote reading while your teen is on win-
ter break:

1. Challenge him to read at least one book for
pleasure. Suggest that he invite friends to go
to the library with him. They can wander the
stacks until they each find a book they’re in-
terested in reading.

2. Have family discussions about books. En-
courage everyone in the family to read the
same book, and ask your teen to lead an infor-
mal chat about it.

3. Try audiobooks. Spark your teen’s interest
by listening to one in the car. Then, encourage
him to download one on his smartphone. He
can plug in his headphones and listen while
relaxing or exercising.

4. Suggest a place to volunteer. Encourage
your teen to call a local nursing home and see
if they need anyone to read aloud to residents.
Could he read aloud to children at a day care?
Or, perhaps the local library needs help shelv-
ing books.

5. Watch a movie that is based on a book—as
long as your teen reads the book first! Talk
about how the two are similar or different.
How did the characters in the movie differ
from how your teen imagined them when
reading?

We hope everyone has a safe and fun holiday
season. Thank you for your all of your support
the first half of the school year. The kids and

staff at Glenburn School have been nothing
short of amazing!

Larry Derr

Superintendent

As we approach the end of the calendar year, I
want to take a moment to thank our families
and community for your continued partnership.
December and January are unique months in a
school year—busy, celebratory, and full of op-
portunities to reflect on how far we’ve come
and where we’re headed.

Our students have been working hard this
semester, and their growth shows not only in
their academics, but also in the way they sup-
port one another, participate in activities, and
contribute to the positive culture of our school.
I’m proud of the resilience and character they
display each day.

As December begins, our focus moves to
finishing the semester strong and setting goals
for the New Year. We encourage students to
take advantage of academic supports, stay or-
ganized, and communicate with their teachers
so they feel confident as the semester ends.

This season also offers a reminder of the
importance of connection. Whether through
concerts, athletic events, service projects, or
family traditions, I hope each of our students
finds time to rest, recharge, and spend mean-
ingful time with the people who matter most to
them.

Thank you for your continued support of
our school and for entrusting us with your chil-
dren. We look forward to a successful start to
2026 and the many opportunities the New Year
will bring.

As always, if you have questions or con-
cerns, I’m just a phone call (701-362-7426) or
anemail b away.

—Rebecca Young
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Superintendent Notes

Give your child opportunities to practice
writing at home (Elementary)

Good writing takes practice and there’s not
n the school day for as as
experts recommend th ents
spend at least 15 minutes a day writing at
home.

Writing is vital to success in school. Learning
to write well will also boost your child's confi-
dence and allow him to express his feelings
and ideas.

To give your child the regular writing practice
he needs, ask him to:

- Help. When you write a letter, make a gro-
cery list or decide on the dinner menu, dictate
it to your child. Have him write the words
down.

- Keep a journal. Give your child a notebook
and encourage him to write in it daily. Suggest
he write about things that happen to him and
how he feels about them.

- Make lists. Ask your child to make lists of
things he wants to do or things he needs to re-
member.

- Copy. Encourage your child to write down

the words to his favorite songs. Your child may ¢
also enjoy copying down favorite quotations or ¢

poems.

- Record. When you take your child out, ask
him to bring a notebook. In it, he should de-
scribe what he sees and experiences. Views
from the car window or sights and sounds

while walking in nature are great places to
start

Five reasons middle schoolers should make
time for reading (Junior High)

Middle schoolers typically spend more time on
homework than they did when they were in el-
ementary school. With the increased workload,
reading for pleasure may be pretty far down on
their list of priorities.

Your child may think that she reads a lot for
school and that should be enough. She’s
wrong! Here are five reasons your middle
schooler should make time for pleasure read-
ing:

1. Reading can make her an expert. Reading is
the best way for your child to learn as much as
possible about her areas of interest.

2. Reading can take her places. Few people can
afford to travel every place they’d like to go.
your child can a th ha
k. And shecan g ge elp her
set goals to get there in person someday.

3. Reading can make her laugh. Appreciating
the humor in books helps your child develop
thinking skills. It also improves her own sense
of humor.

4, Reading can turn her into a detective. A win-
on kisa me for your child
ac fhot and dive into a
great mystery.

5. Reading can introduce her to people like

herself. In books that feature characters her
your childis1 y to encounter people
think the way does and have the same
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Superintendent Notes

Give your child opportunities to practice
writing at home (Elementary)

Good writing takes practice and there’s not
n the school day for as as
experts recommend th ents
spend at least 15 minutes a day writing at
home.

Writing is vital to success in school. Learning
to write well will also boost your child's confi-
dence and allow him to express his feelings
and ideas.

To give your child the regular writing practice
he needs, ask him to:

- Help. When you write a letter, make a gro-
cery list or decide on the dinner menu, dictate
it to your child. Have him write the words
down.

- Keep a journal. Give your child a notebook
and encourage him to write in it daily. Suggest
he write about things that happen to him and
how he feels about them.

- Make lists. Ask your child to make lists of
things he wants to do or things he needs to re-
member.

- Copy. Encourage your child to write down

the words to his favorite songs. Your child may ¢
also enjoy copying down favorite quotations or ¢

poems.

- Record. When you take your child out, ask
him to bring a notebook. In it, he should de-
scribe what he sees and experiences. Views
from the car window or sights and sounds

while walking in nature are great places to
start

Five reasons middle schoolers should make
time for reading (Junior High)

Middle schoolers typically spend more time on
homework than they did when they were in el-
ementary school. With the increased workload,
reading for pleasure may be pretty far down on
their list of priorities.

Your child may think that she reads a lot for
school and that should be enough. She’s
wrong! Here are five reasons your middle
schooler should make time for pleasure read-
ing:

1. Reading can make her an expert. Reading is
the best way for your child to learn as much as
possible about her areas of interest.

2. Reading can take her places. Few people can
afford to travel every place they’d like to go.
your child can a th ha
k. And shecan g ge elp her
set goals to get there in person someday.

3. Reading can make her laugh. Appreciating
the humor in books helps your child develop
thinking skills. It also improves her own sense
of humor.

4, Reading can turn her into a detective. A win-
on kisa me for your child
ac fhot and dive into a
great mystery.

5. Reading can introduce her to people like

herself. In books that feature characters her
your childis1 y to encounter people
think the way does and have the same
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issues she is facing.

Five strategies keep teens reading over the
winter break (High School)

Just because they are out of school for a few

weeks doesn’t mean teens should stop reading.

With time off from classes and activities, win-
ter break is the perfect time to encourage them
to pick up books—just for the fun of it!

To promote reading while your teen is on win-
ter break:

1. Challenge him to read at least one book for
pleasure. Suggest that he invite friends to go
to the library with him. They can wander the
stacks until they each find a book they’re in-
terested in reading.

2. Have family discussions about books. En-
courage everyone in the family to read the
same book, and ask your teen to lead an infor-
mal chat about it.

3. Try audiobooks. Spark your teen’s interest
by listening to one in the car. Then, encourage
him to download one on his smartphone. He
can plug in his headphones and listen while
relaxing or exercising.

4. Suggest a place to volunteer. Encourage
your teen to call a local nursing home and see
if they need anyone to read aloud to residents.
Could he read aloud to children at a day care?
Or, perhaps the local library needs help shelv-
ing books.

5. Watch a movie that is based on a book—as
long as your teen reads the book first! Talk
about how the two are similar or different.
How did the characters in the movie differ
from how your teen imagined them when
reading?

We hope everyone has a safe and fun holiday
season. Thank you for your all of your support
the first half of the school year. The kids and

staff at Glenburn School have been nothing
short of amazing!

Larry Derr

Superintendent

As we approach the end of the calendar year, I
want to take a moment to thank our families
and community for your continued partnership.
December and January are unique months in a
school year—busy, celebratory, and full of op-
portunities to reflect on how far we’ve come
and where we’re headed.

Our students have been working hard this
semester, and their growth shows not only in
their academics, but also in the way they sup-
port one another, participate in activities, and
contribute to the positive culture of our school.
I’m proud of the resilience and character they
display each day.

As December begins, our focus moves to
finishing the semester strong and setting goals
for the New Year. We encourage students to
take advantage of academic supports, stay or-
ganized, and communicate with their teachers
so they feel confident as the semester ends.

This season also offers a reminder of the
importance of connection. Whether through
concerts, athletic events, service projects, or
family traditions, I hope each of our students
finds time to rest, recharge, and spend mean-
ingful time with the people who matter most to
them.

Thank you for your continued support of
our school and for entrusting us with your chil-
dren. We look forward to a successful start to
2026 and the many opportunities the New Year
will bring.

As always, if you have questions or con-
cerns, I’m just a phone call (701-362-7426) or
anemail b away.

—Rebecca Young




