
 

 

Board of Education Agenda 
November 22, 2021 

5:30 pm 
 

Washington Campus Gymnasium 
645 Alger Street 

Owosso, Michigan 48867 
 

1. Call to Order 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Building Reports 
        OPS Retiree Recognition 
         Madalyn Hasyn – Student Representative Report 

4. Board Correspondence: 
Superintendent’s Report 
Curriculum Director’s Report 

5. Public Participation   

6. For Action 

 Consent Agenda: 
October 25, 2021, Regular Board Meeting Minutes---------------------------------------------- 
October 25, 2021, Closed Session Minutes-------------------------------------------------------- 
November 8, 2021, Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes-------------------------------- 
November 8, 2021, Committee of the Whole Closed Session Minutes------------------------ 
November 16, 2021, Special Meeting Minutes---------------------------------------------------- 
Current Bills-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Financials----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 Appreciation Bonus---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 Approval of Elementary Courses 21-22----------------------------------------------------------------- 
 Obsolete Materials -Transportation---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 Revised Bylaw 0100, First Reading---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 Revised Bylaw 0167.3, First Reading-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 Revised Policy 3120, First Reading---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 Replaced Policy 5722, First Reading-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 Revised Policy 6114, First Reading---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 Revised Policy 6152, First Reading---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 Revised Policy 7450, First Reading---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 Revised Policy 8310, First Reading---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 Revised Policy 8320, First Reading---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 Revised Policy 8330, First Reading---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Report 21-41 
Report 21-42 
Report 21-43 
Report 21-44 
Report 21-45 
Report 21-46 
Report 21-47 
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Report 21-49 
Report 21-50 
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Report 21-53 
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Report 21-55 
Report 21-56 
Report 21-57 
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At place 
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Page 68 
Page 79 
Page 86 
Page 90 
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7. For Future Action 

8. For Information 

 Personnel Update------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 COVID-19--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Report 21-58 
N/A 

Page 113 
N/A 

9. Public Participation 

10. Board Reports:  Board Member Comments/Updates 

11. Upcoming Board Meeting Dates: 
December 13: Board of Education Regular Meeting, 5:30PM, Washington Campus Gymnasium  
Important Upcoming Dates: 
November 22-26: Thanksgiving Recess  

12. Adjournment 
 
This meeting is a meeting of the Board of Education in public for the purpose of conducting the School District’s business and is not to be considered a public community meeting. 
There is a time for public participation during the meeting. Board Policy 0166 



Olga Quick



October 8, 2012   

 
 

BOARD OF EDUCATION  
NORMS 

 
 

• Open, Honest, and Timely Communication 
• Prepared 
• Committed 
• Unified 
• Disagree Without Conflict 
• Punctual (notify if absent) 
• Responsive (48 hour rule) 
• Students First 
• No Surprises 

 



 
 

Public Participation at Board Meetings Statement 
 
 

The Board of Education is a public body and recognizes the value of public 
comment on educational issues.  Time has been included in the meeting’s agenda 
for public participation.  Members of the audience are reminded that they should 
announce their name and group affiliation when applicable and to limit their 
participation time to three minutes or less.  Comments should be directed to the 
Board and be relevant to the business of the Board of Education.  This is not an 
opportunity for dialogue with the Board of Education.  The rules of common 
courtesy should also be observed.  
 



For Action 



October 25, 2021 Regular Board Meeting Minutes 



OWOSSO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Board of Education Minutes 

Regular Meeting 
October 25, 2021 

Report 21-38 

Present: Adam Easlick, Ty Krauss, Sarah Keyes, Rick Mowen, Shelly Ochodnicky, Olga 
Quick, Marlene Webster 

Absent: None 

President Rick Mowen called the Board of Education Meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.  The meeting 
was held at the Washington Campus Gymnasium, 645 Alger Street, Owosso MI 48867. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Building Reports 

Dr. Dallas Linter began Lincoln High School’s building report by introducing members of 
Knights of the Round Table (KORT). “Good evening, everyone. We are rekindling, retooling 
something that existed several years ago at Lincoln High School. More commonly referred to as 
a student council, for us it is called the Knights of the Round Table or KORT. I want to introduce 
our co-advisors Taylor Sergent and our school social worker Ms. Tracy Hyde.” Mr. Sergent 
introduced himself and Ms. Hyde as advisors of the KORT and introduced student 
representatives Bryan Hudson and Hannah Spencer. Mr. Sergent shared that the initiative of 
KORT is to allow students to take part in government and they are planning some field trips in 
the 2021-2022 school year to watch government in action. Dr. Lintner added that another 
initiative of KORT is to improve the culture at Lincoln High School and the students will be 
learning at the same time they are ‘doing’. President Rick Mowen commended the student 
representatives for stepping forward into a leadership role and that stepping into this role will 
serve them in their futures as well.  

Moved by Quick, supported by Krauss to move into closed session at 5:40PM for the purpose of 
discussing attorney client privilege materials. President Mowen conducted a roll-call vote. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

Moved by Quick, supported by Keyes to return to open session at 6:30PM. President Mowen 
conducted a roll-call vote. Motion carried unanimously. 

Board Correspondence 

Dr. Tuttle began her superintendent’s report by sharing a quote from Joseph Addison in 
recognition of Administrator’s Appreciation Month. “October is Administrator Appreciation 
Month. I would like to share a quote from Joseph Addison, an English essayist, poet, playwright 
and politician born in 1672 – Yes, centuries ago, he said, “No one is more cherished in the world 
than someone who lightens the burden of another. This is so applicable in today’s world. We 
have called on our administrators to be stronger and more resilient than ever and to guide us 
through incredible challenging  times and to do so with a smile on their face. Our educational 
team continues to do more with less resources, including human resources, just like businesses 
and other entities. Although our team members love our kids, many are exhausted and call on our 
administrators to help. Yet, even in times of exhaustion, our administrators hold their heads high 
and ask how they can help to lighten the burden of another – that’s called teamwork and that’s 
what teammates do. Our administrators are amazing team leaders and sometimes it is hard to 
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understand the hourly pressures that are placed on them to solve issues and to lighten the burden 
of others. So, thank you to our administrators and all others on our educational team and in our 
community who have strived to lessen the burden for others rather than creating additional 
burdens. We can’t give up on each other; we need to stay strong for our students. The Board of 
Education and I think we have a particularly amazing administrative team, and we appreciate the 
spirit of the members of our administrative team. We have a small token of appreciation to 
recognize you specifically in the month of October. Would the administrators that are in the 
audience please stand for recognition of your work. Thank you.” 
 
 Dr. Tuttle continued by sharing that the Grand Opening of the Performing Arts Center will take 
place on Thursday, November 4 starting with a ribbon cutting ceremony at six o’clock in the 
evening and the program will start at seven o’clock and asked that administrators and members 
of the Board mark their calendars.  
 
Dr. Tuttle then shared her thoughts on COVID. “For the past eleven years and about 264 Board 
of Education Meetings I have served as Superintendent, and it has been a joy to do so. At each 
Board meeting I have presented my Superintendent’s Report that has traditionally highlighted the 
wonderful accomplishments of our students, of our educational team, and of our community. 
However tonight, although I wish to continue that tradition as there are many positive 
happenings in our district that I could share, I am going to use my time to speak on an issue that 
has become exceptionally challenging. The issue is how to keep our students safe and in school 
in the midst of a global pandemic. Collectively, our educational team, our parents, our students 
have made Owosso Public Schools a progressive, world class school district and I am incredibly 
proud of our accomplishments. However, above all else, I have always placed the safety and 
security of our students as my priority. This is often a stressful and complex responsibility and I 
take it most seriously. We continue to implement strategies based our on our security expert 
partners such as local law enforcement, Michigan state police, homeland security, etcetera. I 
listen to and learn from experts whenever possible. Even though I consider myself an expert in 
education, I still ask other educational experts their thoughts and opinions on educational 
matters, and I value their educated input. I do not believe there is a time for any one person to be 
an expert on everything. In that vein, I do not purport to be an expert on a variety of topics 
including but not limited to legal matters, law enforcement, taxes, medicine, and public health. I 
always have and will continue to rely on the assistance of experts when needed. The Shiawassee 
County Health Department is our local expert on public health issues and their role is to 
strengthen our community by preventing illness and improving health. I defer to experts on 
public health issues such as COVID-19 and other communicable diseases like strep throat, polio, 
measles, in the same way I follow the advice of safety and security experts. Our health 
department also employs medical experts such as Dr. Dennis Chernin who is an M.D., a Master 
of Public Health, and a medical director. I trust our experts. I lean on them to provide guidance, 
recommendations, requirements, and mandates. In speaking with our county health director Mr. 
Larry Johnson and his expert team, they have provided clear recommendations and requirements 
in writing and verbally. However, there is a discrepancy among individuals as to the  parameters 
for requirement or mandate. Therefore, I think it would behoove the Board to at some point 
consider formalizing a resolution indicating how the District should proceed with COVID-19 
protocols and procedures. While following the Shiawassee County Health Department’s plan we 
have been able to keep students safe while keeping students in school which are our two main 
goals. Shiawassee County Health Department’s leadership has proven to be successful, and I 
would recommend continuing with the plan from the Shiawassee County Health Department. 
Furthermore, I would like to commend the Owosso Public Schools team for understanding that 
collaboration and compromise are needed in difficult times. I know there have been 
disagreements. I believe in my heart that everyone has positive intentions. However we choose to 
act in the face of adversity is perhaps the truest measure of our character. I appreciate everyone 
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working together and respecting each other and I look forward to continuing our progress. Thank 
you.” 
 
In the interest of time, Mr. Brooks forwent his curriculum report.  
 
Student Representative, Madalyn Hassyn, began her student report with an update on Varsity 
Football. “Our Varsity Football team went to Adrian this past Friday and came out with a win. 
Our Quiz Bowl team went to Flushing last week and varsity won two out of three matches and 
J.V. won two out of two matches, this week they will travel to Swartz Creek. We just finished 
our College Spirit week, and everyone really enjoyed showing their future school plans. Our 
days were Monday, ‘Wear a hat from your favorite college’. Tuesday was ‘Sunglasses Day’. 
Wednesday was ‘Pajama Day’. Thursday’s theme was ‘Wear Your Favorite College 
Merchandise’. This coming Friday the drama club will be hosting a costume contest and the 
winner of the contest will be awarded with a gift card to a local restaurant. All proceeds will go 
towards the drama club’s future endeavors. We had our Academic Achievement Awards on the 
nineteenth, these awards were given to students with a 3.5 GPA or higher. Congratulations to 
those who were honored that night. Our annual Volleybrawl game is right around the corner. It is 
College Application Month at OHS. For future reference, our student government is planning our 
annual can drive so we’re very excited to be helping those in need. Thank you.” 
 
Public Participation 
President Mowen stated that the Board of Education is a public body and recognizes the value of 
public comment on educational issues. Time has been included in the meeting's agenda for 
public participation. Members of the audience were reminded that they should announce their 
name and group affiliation when applicable and to limit their participation time to three minutes 
or less. Comments should be directed to the Board and be relevant to the business of the Board 
of Education. This is not an opportunity for dialogue with the Board of Education. The rules of 
common courtesy should also be observed. 
 
Before public participants addressed the Board, Vice President Ochodnicky stated “President 
Mowen before we do that, I’d like to take a moment to state that the events leading up to my 
speaking at the Commissioner’s meeting on Thursday – I understand many are here to speak to 
that. This was approximately two months of dialogue of things that occurred in that time. I am 
here with the rest of that information that I will share during the Board reports. So, there is more 
to hear if you are interested.”  
 
Ann Hall 
Josh Dewley  
Jackie Burzmor 
Kristen Bratschi 
Robin Owens  
Justin McGraw   
Tony Newman  
Krista Johnson  
Michael Thornton  

 
For Action 

• Moved by Webster, supported by Krauss to approve the September 27, 2021 Regular 
Board Meeting Minutes, the October 11, 2021 Committee of the Whole Meeting 
Minutes, and the October 11, 2021 Committee of the Whole Meeting Closed Session 
Minutes. Motion carried unanimously.  
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• Moved by Krauss, supported by Keyes to approve the Audit Report from the 2021-2022 
fiscal year. Motion carried unanimously. Nick West “I will briefly go over the highlights 
of the Audit this year. Going over some audit results, for the financial statements we 
expressed an unmodified or clean opinion over those. That is the highest opinion we can 
express on your financial statements, so kudos to the district for the clean audit this year. 
In your packet I handed out you will also see the governance letter. That is required 
communication to the Board of Education. In this letter we would say any disagreements 
with management, any uncorrected misstatements and I am happy to say we have nothing 
of that sort to report so thank you to Julie and her team for all their help with the audit. 
So, what is new for 2021? Quite a bit. COVID was the big issue. There is a lot of new 
federal relief this year related to COVID; there was the CRF funds, the ESSER funds, so 
all in all the district spent about 2.1 million dollars of additional federal funding this year. 
Your government-wide statement is a little different than what you typically see on the 
fund level. This includes all your capital assets, long-term debt, everyone sees the 33-
million-dollar negative deposition number down at the bottom and that will scare people 
but really that is just due to state pension and other post-employment benefit obligations 
the district is required to put on its books. If you were to take those out the district would 
have about a 37-million-dollar positive. Some highlights looking at the government-wide 
statement; the district increased its net investment in capital assets by about 2.5 million 
dollars so essentially you are paying off your debt quicker than your assets are 
depreciating which is always a great sign. The other postemployment benefits liability 
went down a bit this year and the district also added about 13.7 million dollars in capital 
assets as the Bond was spent down throughout the year. Looking at the balance sheet of 
the governmental funds, the general fund ended the year with about a 5.7-million-dollar 
fund balance. Across all funds you had about 13.7-million-dollar fund balance. The 
statement of revenue expenditure changes the fund balance; the big decrease in the 2018 
capital project fund, that decreased about 10 million dollars this year as the Bond was 
spent throughout the year. In your general fund, you added just over a million dollars to 
the fund balance which left you at the end of the year with 18% fund balance as a 
percentage of expenditures. If you compare that to some other districts and the state-wide 
avenues, last year the average was 14.9% and in the Shiawassee area the average fund 
balance was about 12.6%. Last year you were at 13.5% and ended the year at about 
17.5% so that is a very healthy fund balance for the district. Looking at revenue for the 
year, the district is very dependent on state revenue. They took away some funding at the 
end of last year for the fiscal 2022 year, it went back up locally but I like to point that out 
because your property taxes, federal sources they won’t cover everything. You must have 
money from the state of Michigan. Looking at the three-year trend, you had a large 
increase in your federal revenue and an increase in the COVID release funds this year. 
Expenditure wise the district spent about 71% of its expenditures on instruction so it’s 
going straight to the classroom, that is a great number. About 28% goes to support 
functions, which if you compare that year to year, you will see a large increase in support 
expenditures this year due to the COVID relief funds. You bought PPE, chrome books, 
all that kind of stuff. Finally, the Notes to the Financial Statements, these go into more 
detail of some of the numbers. A couple of highlights from the notes; Audit bond 
expenditures in accordance with Section 1351a for bond construction funds as well as the 
voter approved bond language, in compliance so that means the Bond funds are being 
spent on what they should be spent on in accordance with how the public voted on the 
Bond. We audit your sinking fund expenditures as well in accordance with Section 
1212(1) and again the district is in compliance so those funds are being spent how they 
should be. Looking at the debt millage rate, the district is about 4.7 mils in debt, 1.99 for 
the sinking fund so all in all you’re just under 7 mils. Many districts that I work with are 
in the 7-12 mil range and you are below that which is great to see. Your capital asset 
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detail the district has had about 13.7 million dollars of adds and 1.5 million dollars of 
depreciation. Note six will break down detail of bonds outstanding so if you ever wonder 
how much debt is due next year or the next five years you will look at note six. Note 
eight will detail out the retirement services and other postemployment benefit liability. 
For the budget to actual comparison, the district started the year expecting a deficit of 
about 177,000 dollars, final budget was about 131,000-dollar deficit and as I mentioned 
you had a great positive variance this year of just over one million dollars which ended 
the fund balance at about 18% as a percentage of expenditures. As the district has in the 
past you had a single audit, so essentially, we audited your federal expenditures, we 
audited all that new COVID money, the CRF, the ESSER funds and we’re happy to 
report no findings, no misstatements nothing of that sort so again kudos to the district. 
Briefly, on some future issues, the GASB 87 related to leases so if the district is leasing 
any busses or buildings, it would be a discussion to have for fiscal year 2022 how it will 
affect your financial statements. The GASB 96 related to Subscription-based Information 
Technology Arrangements, that is implemented for fiscal year 2023 so if the district is 
looking at any of those arrangements it would be a good discussion to have in how that 
will affect your financial statements. That is all I have for you, thank you for allowing me 
to present to you tonight.” Dr. Tuttle ended the Audit Report by commending CFO Omer 
for her hard work and thanked Nick for his presentation. Nick also commented that CFO 
Omer is one of, if not the best, CFO that he has had the pleasure of working with.  

• Moved by Ochodnicky, supported by Easlick to approve the 2021-2022 Owosso Middle 
School Washington D.C. Trip. Motion carried unanimously. Dr. Tuttle explained “This is 
probably the most favorite trip we do. We are hoping to include the students who have 
missed out on field trips the last couple of years due to COVID. I want to thank Dr. 
Dwyer and Mr. Collins for working to include all eighth-tenth grade individuals in this 
trip, it is normally only offered to eighth graders. I am excited that we get to bring these 
opportunities to kids and try to recoup some of the lost moments of years passed.” 

• Moved by Keyes supported by Quick to approve the Performing Arts Center Fee 
Structure. Motion carried unanimously. Dr. Tuttle stated “Mrs. Thompson spent a lot of 
time researching similar facilities in districts like ours, you can see the breakdown of cost 
depending on whether the renters are profit or non-profit, whether they are local or not 
local, I think she did an outstanding job. We did find an individual who may be able to 
run the PAC for us, she brings twelve years’ experience to the table. We are working with 
the Cook Family Foundation to on how best to utilize her time between the Lebowksy 
Center and the PAC. I am excited to get the PAC up and running for not only our kids but 
the community as well.” 

• Moved by Webster, supported by Krauss to approve the Revised Policy 5460.01 LHS 
Graduation Requirements. Motion carried unanimously. Dr. Tuttle explained “We just 
revised this policy thinking there were going to be some changes to the programming at 
Lincoln High School. However, those changes were not made so you can see the 
reduction of hours from seven to six and corresponding to that the number of credits 
associated with those hours. If you have any questions, I’d be happy to answer them.” 

 
For Future Action 

• Moved by Easlick, supported by Keyes to move ‘Obsolete Material – Transportation’ to 
For Action. Motion carried unanimously. The Board of Education will be asked to 
authorize the Owosso Public School’s Transportation department to dispose of two buses 
that can longer meeting the transportation needs of students. Dr. Tuttle explained “This 
includes Bus #99-31 and Bus #04-38. These vehicles have given their time the district 
and they likely will not pass inspection. So, we would like to put them out for scrap or to 
bid, whichever garners more for the district in revenue.” 
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For Information 
 
Accepted positions 

 
• Madalyn Patrix accepted a food service substitute position at Bryant Elementary. 
• Dana Shepard accepted a substitute paraprofessional position at Bryant Elementary  

 
Public Participation 
 Tom Kurtz 
 
Board Member Comments/Updates 
 
Member Krauss “I want to reach out and commend everyone for their public comments. Thank 
you for participating in the process, we appreciate all that you bring to the table, your thoughts, 
and ideas. I want to congratulate the Lincoln student council. I think that is fantastic. That’s great 
leadership and I wish you the very best as you follow through on your year. In regard to COVID, 
I implore everyone to continue to work as a collaborative group, let’s rely on the professionals 
for the best information they can give us and let’s continue to make the best decisions for our 
community, for our kids and let’s be safe. That’s it.” 
 
Member Easlick “I want to say I appreciate Dallas and his team for bringing back Knights of the 
Round Table. His team is giving Lincoln students the true high school experience. I want to 
thank all the administrators for everything they do. I want to thank all our public participants 
tonight for their thoughts and suggestions. I can’t imagine what it would be like to experience 
this as a child, but our kids will have such a better head start if something were to happen in the 
future. Lastly, I’d like to thank Julie for being so detailed and taking such pride in her job.” 
 
Treasurer Keyes “I don’t really know where to begin because I feel like there are so many 
divided opinions in the room especially concerning COVID. We all know that it’s important for 
our students to be in school. I do think Dr. Tuttle is correct is saying that it is time to sit down 
and discuss what that means, whether our COVID guidelines say that we always follow the 
health department, or we say we are going to mask our kids or whatever that might be, it sounds 
like we need to have a thorough discussion as a Board and listen to our teachers, our parents, our 
community members and see what they would like to do from here on out. We need to work 
together to come up with a solution that works for everybody. Obviously, some people are going 
to have to  compromise. So, let’s keep that in mind moving forward. Hopefully everyone knows 
our intentions is to keep our students safe, our teachers safe, and to keep kids in the classroom. 
We appreciate all of you coming here to voice your opinions.” 
 
Member Quick stated “I would also like to congratulate the Lincoln High School students. All 
that they learn as part of this student government they will be able to carry with them through the 
years. I want to thank the administrators for their leadership, especially during these difficult 
times. It’s important that we continue moving forward and work hard on behalf of our students 
so thank you. I also want to thank Julie for the excellent work that she’s done with our finances. 
Finally, it has recently become abundantly clear that nothing is clear. Two things that are clear 
and I want understood is that I believe Dr. Tuttle has acted in accordance with the information 
yielded to her with the consent of this Board. Secondly, I believe that this Board can and must 
provide for the safety and welfare of our students and staff while at school. This is outlined in 
our bylaws. Thus, I move that we pass a resolution reaffirming our intent to comply with policy 
8450 and the guidelines and protocols of the Shiawassee County Health Department, that district 
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administrators be directed to continue to comply with policy 8450 and the guidelines and the 
protocols of the Shiawassee County Health Department, that all resolutions and parts of 
resolution that conflict with the provisions of this resolution are rescinded. I have with me a copy 
of the resolution that I propose, and I have copies for everyone including policy 8450, as well as 
the resolution and the current guidelines as provided by the Shiawassee County Health 
Department on October 7, 2021. I have a motion and I would ask for support.” Motion supported 
by Easlick to adopt the Owosso Public Schools Board of Education Resolution.  
 
Secretary Webster stated “I think all of us sitting at this table have very long wanted full control 
of our schools and we have not always been happy with state mandates, especially unfunded 
ones. We want control and now we have it. We have very frequently, no we have always, 
followed recommendations of the health department. If a student comes to school with 
chickenpox, they must return home. If a student comes to school with head lice, they are sent 
home. If a student comes to school with strep throat, they are sent home. Those are not pandemic 
situations; those are much less communicable than the disease we are currently facing. We have 
heard our community. I know we are divided on the issue of the masks, and we’re divided on the 
issue of the vaccine, and as a Board Member I would like to see our kids in school without masks 
and without vaccine mandates. But we’re in a pandemic so we can’t do nothing. If we’re not 
going to require masks or vaccines, we have to do what we’ve always done with communicable 
diseases and continue to quarantine and isolate. That is our duty. We have followed the 
recommendations from the health department in the past without a mandate. We weren’t 
mandated to send kids home because they had head lice, we weren’t mandated to send children 
home who had chickenpox, we did that because it is our duty to follow the law and we want to 
keep our students safe. That is one of our priorities second to educating children and sometimes 
it’s first. I support this resolution. I believe that we need to continue with our practice of 
quarantine and isolating so that we can continue to keep kids in school without masks and 
without requiring the vaccine. We’ve heard loudly from probably the majority of the community 
that they are in favor of not having masks, not having mandated vaccines, so we have to do 
something. We can’t do nothing or else we’ll risk our students’ and teachers’ safety. I am willing 
to support this resolution, but we are not doing anything new that we haven’t always done and 
that is following the recommendations of the health department on communicable diseases. Why 
would we not do that for COVID-19?”  
 
Vice President Ochodnicky stated “I support the idea of the Board passing a policy and that is 
kind of where I was going to go. I would like to share my thoughts before this is voted upon. So, 
very clearly, I do not claim to be a doctor, I do not claim to know all of that. I am an alumnus of 
the school, I raised my five children here and now grandchildren here, anyone who knows me 
and I see many faces out there that know me, knows my passion for our children, for the kids in 
the community and everything we do every day outside of this Board room and what I bring to 
this Board. I am MASB certified, level two which very few people in the state of Michigan are. I 
pride myself, my time, my efforts, my volunteerism, and my preparedness for these meetings. I 
don’t claim to know everything, and I ask a lot of questions. In my twelve years on being on the 
Board I have enjoyed my time on this Board, working with Dr. Tuttle and our Administrative 
team. When this all started, we had many unknowns, things were moving fast and furious and we 
reopened last August with the plan the state mandated. We didn’t have much wiggle room with 
that, we had to follow that, and I believe Owosso Public Schools went above and gave beyond 
110% to do what they needed to do. Following that plan, taking care of our kids and being safe. 
Online, they did the best they could do with that. Today, eighteen months into this, we now have 
a lot of options. We have online for parents who want to keep their kids home, we have a 
vaccine, we probably vaccinated our staff first, probably the first ones to get it in the county. 
Masks, if you want to wear a mask you can wear a mask and obviously if you wanted to come 
back to school as normal that’s kind of where we were in our meetings. From there, I want to 

7



take a step back a minute because I want to make something very clear. I do my homework; I ask 
a lot of questions as I said. But I have always had the utmost respect for Dr. Tuttle, for Mr. 
Johnson as our health director, throughout the pandemic there were times I texted him ‘How are 
you doing? Hanging in there?’ you know, this is not personal I want to make that clear. I 
wouldn’t want to walk in Mr. Johnson’s shoes, or Dr. Tuttle’s shoes, heck most days I think my 
shoes are falling off. So, this was a series of events that I want to go through while we’re here. 
Our 2020 plan ended July 30, or June 30, and July we reported back to normal – it was going to 
be our best year ever. We went with that and started the year. A week before school started, we 
unfortunately got correspondence that, Dr. Tuttle relayed to us that this year might be more 
challenging than last year. I think we were all taken aback by that as we all had heard nothing 
through the month of July. Governor Whitmer sent out a correspondence that she planned to give 
recommendations to health departments to adopt policies or requirements to then take that to the 
districts and go from there. So, quite honestly, I felt bad for Mr. Johnson. Here he is thinking 
he’s got an idea of what’s going on in the county and now he has this thrown onto his plate. 
From there, we ended up with just recommendations on August 13. From there we went, started 
school relatively normal with recommendations. We as a Board had not adopted a policy at that 
point. A few weeks into school I am getting phone calls from parents that children of possible 
contacts were being sent home for quarantine and were concerned as to why, how, what we were 
doing. We sent out the guidance, but we did not have a requirement from the Health Department. 
In that time, I did go to Dr. Tuttle and asked ‘Why are we doing this? We do not have a signed 
requirement from the health department.’ From there, I asked how it is we were quarantining 
kids and she cited policy 1230 and 1230.1 ‘The Board itself will formulate and adopt 
administrative guidelines and rules only when required by law – which we did not have a law at 
that time- and when Superintendent recommends Board adoption. So, this is 1230 and 1230.1 
that she cited that as what she was using to impose quarantine and isolation and other measures. I 
then said OK, I’m thinking we need to adopt a policy, that did not happen, that was my 
conversation with her. Then I said, citing this policy, this was adopted by Board long before all 
of us. This policy is almost twenty years old. So, we could revise it and we could somehow add 
in if we want to give that to as Superintendent to be able to do. Bring it before us in a committee 
meeting, let’s have that conversation, it is time to start having these conversations regarding 
policy and procedure. As the Board of Education, we have a couple of roles; we hire, fire, and 
evaluate the Superintendent, we create policies, amend policies, take away policies. In fact, there 
was a conversation at one point we were talking about policies, and we said for every policy we 
add we should take out ten. We haven’t done that obviously, but we don’t amend them very 
often. It’s a lot and very time consuming. So, I requested that and that didn’t happen. From there, 
I moved on and at the September Board meeting I shared my thoughts again on that. My 
thoughts are very different from some here. I know that, and I’m ok with that. What was 
important to me is that we come together and have a conversation. I know where I stand, others 
have other opinions, and I know that I am one of seven. I just wanted to have dialogue regarding 
who should be in charge of making these decisions in a pandemic. When these policies were 
created, I don’t think our former Board members had any idea we would be in a pandemic. So, 
from there, I requested that we don’t continue to quarantine kids  and follow that guidance 
without Board approval and that was all I was requesting at that time. I got a phone call from a 
really upset dad, his healthy child was in quarantine a second time being out of school more than 
she was in school and he couldn’t understand that. The child struggled throughout the pandemic, 
they chose not to bring the child back last year and then finally got back to school where she 
needed to be socially and mentally. So, she came back to school and now has been quarantined 
twice. Let me also make this clear I don’t have a problem with a policy or adjusting a policy we 
already have for isolation like we do of some other diseases that are mentioned in here. But 
again, as a Board we have not come together and had any of these conversations, so this 
continued. Dr. Tuttle followed Mr. Johnson’s guidance and then from there we went into 
September, the September meeting which is where I expressed my thoughts and where we need 
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to express them whether people agree with them or not that is what we are here to do. I know 
that other people, I respect the thoughts, I respect the comments here tonight, but I also respect 
the process that I feel needs to happen here through policy and procedure. So, from there after 
that meeting, on October 7 we then get the requirements that came out from the health 
department and I’m reading through it and kind of wondering, again, I didn’t know those were 
going to be coming, haven’t heard this was coming, and why and how, and I felt like we were 
not a part of that process that we have to own at the end of the day. Just being a part of the 
process, Dr. Tuttle did try hard to get Dr. Chernin to come before the Board and to answer these 
questions. Dr. Chernin is hired by the county to help Mr. Johnson make these decisions. I don’t 
claim to be a health expert or anything of that nature by any means. But I desire for us to do our 
due diligence and to be able to have these conversations, and to be able to be together as a Board 
and hear those things and ask those questions because there is so much unknown. There is so 
much that is changing every day, information, where you get it from, who’s right and who’s 
wrong. At the end of every day, I put my head on my pillow hoping that we are doing the right 
thing for our children and anyone who knows me knows that that is my passion. I do not take 
lightly what I do here. I have always worked hard, worked well with our Board, and worked well 
with Dr. Tuttle. This is not personal I am going to say that again. This is hard. This has been so 
hard. Twelve years I’ve done this, and I love what I do here. I love representing the kids in this 
district, especially the kids that need us the most. That is my work every day. From there we got 
this, and I question it. First, how did we come about to this because I wasn’t aware this was 
coming or anyone else, I don’t think. But then it was, it seems like another memo. I had 
questions, I wanted to ask questions. Leading up to all of this I reached out to Mr. Johnson on 
several occasions, because I need to understand all of this, why, how, who is being asked, why 
would we mask our kids or wouldn’t we, why would we mandate a vaccine, and was Dr. Chernin 
a part of that process. I feel like we were not allowed that. So, then I just went, because I don’t 
know, I’m not an attorney either, so from there I did not hear back so I called Dr. Boggs who is a 
county administrator and asked him to help me better understand this. He said he didn’t have the 
answers because I felt we were told there is a state mandate on the quarantine and the isolation, 
but I could not find that, I found these two documents which were recommendations from the 
state to the health department to the schools on isolation and quarantine. It was just 
recommendations. I could not come up with that either. So, the two questions I had were, is this a 
legal document and is it not, is it just a recommendation still? And I am ok with 
recommendations because I think what has needed to happen is now happening tonight that we 
are going to have a conversation ideally and what should this look like? Should we be amending 
policies? There are two different policies Dr. Tuttle has cited, do we want to create a COVID 
policy? Should we do a survey with our parents, the people we serve I feel like haven’t even had 
a voice because we haven’t done all of this until now. So, from there, Dr. Boggs said he would 
facilitate a meeting me, Mr. Johnson, himself, and chairman Brodeur. So chairman Brodeur, who 
served two terms on the Board of Education years ago, and I was happy to meet with them so I 
said ‘OK, let’s do that because I would like to understand the state requirements if I’m missing 
something, did I miss something that I couldn’t find, is this a legal document and how are we 
making these decisions and can we be a part of the process?’ Mr. Johnson declined to meet so I 
then went ahead, and I did go to the commissioners meeting as a part of the Board of Education 
regarding these questions I had. I then did meet with Dr. Boggs and Chairman Brodeur, they did 
not bring answers to that meeting with them, so I asked how do we get those answers? Chairman 
Brodeur said he would look into it, and I left the office. So then, like I said, I found these other 
plans here and I wasn’t given this information that I’ve asked for and so I went to the 
commissioners meeting. From there, apparently after I left because I had other appointments, 
Chairman Brodeur spoke to that and the policy was a mandate, signed and whatnot, which OK, 
that’s fine I appreciate that because now we can take Mr. Johnson’s given guidance have a 
conversation at the Board level which I have been asking for since before school started and have 
not gotten until tonight. So, simply worded what I thought was extremely important in this, like I 
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said in consideration of revising policies or not revising policies or creating ones specifically for 
this school year. Can we do a survey with the parents, staff, have everybody give their input with 
that guidance and get a feel for where everyone is at as a district. So in that guidance we are now 
following the other concern I had is the daily testing in order to be in school, for possible 
exposures. My question was what about the kids with parents who do not have a car to drive 
them to the school at 7:00am? Or the kids whose parents have to be to work at 5:00am, how are 
they going to be able to test? Well, they can’t, the kids would have to stay home and quarantine. 
Obviously, that poses other challenges on our families that I don’t know how to resolve but we 
always talk about fair and equitable for all while we’re doing this. So today, I’ll move into an 
experience I had today in my own family. My daughter was texting me this morning. My 
grandson was at school, he just turned five, she was very concerned that parents can’t go into 
parties, can’t come to the parties, they are not having the Halloween party in the gym, we’re not 
allowing parents to come into the buildings like last year, I was not made aware of that, and these 
are decisions I feel like we all need to be a part of and own. I don’t know if anyone else here was 
aware of that but from there my daughter called me crying, extremely upset wanting to know 
why her son came out of school today with a mask on. These are the things we must be clear on. 
This is this, this is why, this is how this happens, there is no clarity to this. There’s none of that. 
She was very upset her young and healthy child came outside with a mask on today. Now I 
redirected her to call the school, it was about 4:00 in the afternoon and she said she got hung up 
on. So obviously thing brings forth more concerns in how we’re going to move forward and how 
we’re making these decisions. I understand her being upset. I asked her if she had any missed 
calls or if she had received any emails and her answer was no. So, I am following up with that. 
But, trying to do this on all sides having to watch what my daughter and her son went through 
last year, obviously preschool online was a disaster. But looking at the mental health side or at 
least the bigger picture of this, in what part do parents have control or don’t they? These 
conversations have not been had we just keep coming out with requirements eighteen months 
into this…the end game was the vaccine and now here we are. Are we going to have this around 
forever? It depends on what guy you ask. But what is the bigger picture, where are we going will 
all of this? I don’t have a problem having a discussion as a Board about a policy I just don’t feel 
like we have had time to look at this and have a discussion. I feel like here we are, and we can 
follow these things that came with that.” 
 
Secretary Webster stated “We have had these discussions. We had these discussions two weeks 
ago. We talked about Test to Stay in our Committee meeting. We’ve talked about this stuff. So 
it’s not that we haven’t had any conversation. We haven’t done anything formal because I think 
we’ve all been operating under the assumption, under the policy 8450 that the Superintendent 
has authority to act regarding communicable diseases. As you’ve pointed out, Vice President 
Ochodnicky, this situation changes daily. We currently have a positivity rate, and I know that 
Larry Johnson confirmed that, a positivity rate of 15%. Which is astronomical, those numbers 
are on the rise. This is not something I want to get the Board together for every day, to decide if 
we can have a Halloween party at Central school. That’s a decision we’re going to have to 
authorize and empower our staff, we hired them for that, to make the decisions that need to be 
made in a rapidly changing climate. We have other districts that did nothing, and they had to 
close down. We’re working hard to stay open. That’s why we’ve authorized our staff and our 
administration to do what they need to do daily. We have not formalized that as a policy but 
there are state laws and policies that we have locally that say they are authorized to do that. So, 
like I said before, I feel like tonight yes, we are going to pass a policy, yes, it is a little redundant 
because staff already has the authority to do that. To put it in black and white, I want to say 
again, we give our administrators the authority to enforce those policies that are necessary to 
keep our kids safe. This is a governance body, not a managerial body, we don’t make managerial 
decisions. We want to make sure that whatever we do is broad enough so that they can do what 
they need to do as they see things evolving daily to keep students safe.  I do not want to be part 
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of these decisions. I do not know anything about whether Central school should have a 
Halloween party in the gym. I trust the people that are in that building every day, to know the 
circumstances, to know how many kids have been sick, to know what the numbers are. I have no 
sense of what the schools’ numbers are and if I knew them today, they would be different by 
Thursday. I think that’s why we haven’t formalized anything; we’ve tried to keep it open ended 
so that our administrators can do what they need to do.” 
 
Vice President Ochodnicky said “So I’m going to ask here, how was this decision made today on 
the masks that were being put on kindergartners? I mean, did Dr. Tuttle make the call, or the 
principal, did the teacher do it? Because I need to better understand. Don’t answer it now, get 
with me tomorrow, but these are questions that are being asked regularly so I thought I would 
use my example of the situation that happened today.” 
 
Dr. Tuttle responded “I cannot address that. Vice President Ochodnicky, I don’t know. I didn’t 
give a directive to put masks on anyone. We have been so consistent from the beginning to the 
end, that we do what our health department tell us to do no more no less. We did have a case of 
eight quarantined students and three positive students in a classroom at Emerson Elementary. I 
called Mr. Johnson and asked him what I should do, and he told me I need to shut that class 
down. So, we did it. I didn’t have time to call the Board and ask for permission, the decision 
needed to be made right then. If you want to know, did I make a directive to put masks on 
whatever grade, the answer is no.” 
 
Member Quick stated “I think perhaps what is best for the audience, because they don’t have the 
resolution in front of them, is that I read through this for them. What I am proposing, is that we 
adopt a policy with regard to reinforcing policy 8450 which is the Control of Casual Contact 
Communicable Diseases as well as guidance from the health department on October 7, which 
defines isolation, quarantine, and procedures for the Test to Stay program. For clarification, it 
does not include a mask mandate. There is not a mask mandate included in this. This is for 
quarantine, isolation, and Test to Stay.” 
 
Member Keyes asked, “Which is exactly what we’ve been doing right?” 
 
Member Quick stated “Exactly.” 
 
Member Keyes stated “I think what Shelly has wanted out of all of this is more communication, 
between the Board, Owosso Public Schools and the community at large. I don’t think a survey to 
the parents is a bad idea, getting more information about where our staff and parents are at could 
be useful. I think she has just more or less wanted us to talk about it to see where we’re at, so we 
can own it and does not all fall on Dr. Tuttle. And Shelly, would you like to take an opportunity 
to address the fact – I didn’t go to the Board meeting, I don’t know what was said or anything 
like that – there is a difference between saying ‘I am here on behalf on’ and saying ‘I serve on’ 
and I think there are a lot of people in the audience that are under the impression that you were 
there on behalf of the Board and I don’t think that was the case. Correct?” 
 
Vice President Ochodnicky stated “Correct. It was just a part of my pursuit for information.”  
 
President Mowen “As I said earlier this is an ever-evolving thing and I do look for information 
from people that know better than I certainly know. From a September 10, 2021, statement from 
Michigan.gov states that “The Michigan Department of Human Health and Services recommends 
local health departments and schools work together to quickly isolate COVID-19 cases among 
students and staff, identify close contacts that will help reduce the risk of transmission in schools 
and the community while allowing in person services. It also says that schools and the health 
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departments should work together to decide what policies work best. At this point in time, it is 
the health department that quarantines and isolates students, not the school. On October 18, the 
statement from the CDC says that to resume in person learning administrators must be prepared 
to respond quickly when someone who has COVID-19 has been at school or at a school event. 
But isolation and quarantine and testing can slow the spread of this virus in schools and the 
community and helps prevent school closures. Some schools have reached a point where they 
have either had to close or introduce different mandates so they can remain open. On October 21, 
a local radio station in the Detroit area stated that despite falling COVID-19 cases across the 
country Michigan is bucking the national trend. Cases remain high. In fact, new cases of 
COVID-19 in the State of Michigan remain twice as high as most larger states like Florida and 
California. Last month, I brought some statistics to the Board and at that time there was 
something like 6500 cases in the county. Yesterday I looked again on the state website and they 
have increased again from 6,500 to 7,700 and out of that the 0-19 age group positivity rate has 
increased from 15% to 18% so it is a growing concern. With that growing concern of our young 
population, we have, through our Superintendent, our administrators and guidance from our 
health department, kept our schools relatively safe. Can we prevent everything? No. But we have 
done our very best job on all levels to see that our students and our staff get to go to a safe 
environment for learning. If there is an outbreak it is handled through the guidance of the health 
department that we are incensed, whether you call it a mandate or requirement , I think we are 
obligated to follow and adopt.” 
 
President Mowen conducted a roll call vote on the resolution. Ayes: Trustee Quick. Trustee 
Krauss, Trustee Easlick, Trustee Keyes, Secretary Webster, President Mowen Nays: Vice 
President Ochodnicky. Resolution passed in 6-1 roll call vote.  
 
President Mowen continued Board Correspondence. Secretary Webster stated “I think I have 
said quite enough. Thank you everybody. You are all amazing. Thanks for all you do.” 
 
Vice President Ochodnicky stated “I think they only thing that I would add, looking at the bigger 
picture of all this, looking at what has changed in our community. Our kids are least affected by 
COVID we now know that 18 months in. We, outside of school, are going to graduations, open 
houses. I drove by  the Corunna bowling alley one day, there were a hundred cars there, no 
masks, people are living and back to normal, things of that nature outside of here. We all live 
very differently, and I hope that there is something to the hypocrisy of how we are living and 
versus what we’re asking of our parents and our children. And I think that at the end of the day I 
think our parents should have more say. I have said that and stay by that, and I feel like we still 
need to have some of those conversations. That’s it. Thank you.”  
 
President Mowen stated “I do want to take an opportunity to address one or two issues that were 
brought up this evening during public participation. At the beginning of the meeting, Vice 
President Ochodnicky acknowledged that she did attend the Commissioner’s meeting on a 
couple of occasions. With the concerns that were brought back to me I did reach out to our 
MASB legal counsel, Mr. Brad Banasik. The concern here was, not that an individual has a right 
to speak, we do have that freedom of speech in this country, but perhaps the perception that she 
indicated her position on the Board as the ‘governing body of the Board’ did create an issue. Mr. 
Banasik said that the comments and actions of a single member of the Board do not represent the 
position or opinion of the Board itself. The community and its members must be placed on notice 
that unless specifically authorized by a motion of this Board an individual member of this Board 
has no greater authority than that of an individual community member and that such individuals’ 
comments should not be construed as representing the opinion or position of this Board. I also 
want to, for the benefit of the Board itself, want to mention that we just two weeks ago had our 
Board retreat. It brought up some important things for us, one that a gentleman here addressed 
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this evening, we are seven individuals with seven voices. When we take action, we have one 
voice that we use to communicate with our community. Our Board norms indicate that we are 
respectful, and we put our students first. Something else that was brought up at that retreat, and I 
think it’s common knowledge to everyone here, trust takes time. I think for the community and 
our staff it’s important to earn their trust. Trust can be lost very quickly and once that trust is lost 
it is a very difficult thing to regain. I think Dr. Tuttle, through her leadership in this district and 
through each of our administrators, by following the guidelines that have been recommended by 
Mr. Johnson and our county Health Department, has done a great deal to keep this community 
safe. I thank you all for your attendance this evening.” 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Board Meeting Dates 

• October 26: Board of Education Appeal of Student Discipline Meeting, 5:30pm 
Washington Campus Gymnasium 

• November 8: Committee of the Whole Meeting, 5:30 Washington Campus Conference 
Room 

• November 22: Board of Education Regular Meeting, 5:30 Washington Campus 
Gymnasium  

 
Adjournment 
Moved by Quick, supported by Ochodnicky to adjourn at 8:33 p.m. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Minutes recorded by Brooke Barber. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      
Marlene Webster, Secretary 
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 OWOSSO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Board of Education Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes 

November 08, 2021 
Report 21-40 

 
 
Present: Sara Keyes, Ty Krauss, Rick Mowen, Olga Quick, Marlene Webster, Shelly 

Ochodnicky, Adam Easlick 
Absent:   
 
President Rick Mowen called the Board of Education Meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.  The meeting 
was held at the Washington Campus Gymnasium, 645 Alger Street, Owosso MI 48867. 
 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
NEOLA Board Policy Review with Wayne Wright 
NEOLA Representative Mr. Wayne Wright provided members of the Board with explanations of 
the following proposed policies: Revised Bylaw 0100, Revised Bylaw 0167.3, Revised Policy 
3120, Replaced Policy 5722, Revised Policy 6114, Revised Policy 6152, Revised Policy 7450, 
Revised Policy 8310, Revised Policy 8320, Revised Policy 8330.  
 
Public Participation 
President Rick Mowen announced the Board of Education is a public body and recognizes the 
value of public comment on educational issues.  Time was included in the meeting’s agenda for 
public participation.  Members of the audience should announce their name and group affiliation 
when applicable and limit their participation time to three minutes or less.  Comments should be 
directed to the Board and be relevant to the business of the Board of Education.  This is not an 
opportunity for dialogue with the Board of Education.  The rules of common courtesy should 
also be observed. 
 
The following individuals addressed the Board: 

• Tom Manke 
• Anonymous 
• Lisa Biskupski-Pangborn 
• Karma Chandler 
• Amber Cole-Miller 

 
Summer 2022 Sinking Fund Work 
 
Dr. Tuttle passed around an extensive spreadsheet for the Board to demonstrate the sinking fund 
numbers and needs of the district. “The purpose of this is for information, we won’t be making 
any decisions tonight. Mr. Huff from the Spicer Group, our engineering group, will be here in 
January to provide input as well. You’ve seen this document before it is simply updated. 
Priorities will be highlighted in blue, yellow, and green and the pinkish-tan below. You can see 
the individual needs of each school have been categorized. If you see can see a grand total of 
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twenty-three million dollars in needs. That is continuous needs over time; parking lots, windows 
and so forth, just like your home. Things need to be repaired. Just a couple things I would like to 
look at in particular; if you look at the Emerson windows, Emerson received some new windows 
in years past, but not at all. You can see the two-hundred and fifty thousand dollars for potential 
new windows at Emerson. You may recall we tried to do that this year but we couldn’t get the 
windows in-time, so we pushed that back to next year. Emerson did receive a little TLC this year 
with new bathrooms and stair wells, so our recommendation is to focus on Bryant for the 
upcoming summer. You’ll see the two-hundred and fifty thousand dollars for classroom 
renovations. There are still several Bryant classrooms that have carpet in them, restrooms that 
need renovations and so forth. It would be a nice overhaul to get those freshened up. The roof at 
Bryant is also in desperate need of attention, you can see that at four-hundred and seventy-five 
thousand dollars. That roof has not been done for quite some time and we have some leaks. 
There are some extensive renovations that need to happen. Those are our recommendations, but 
you are more than welcome to take a look at the paperwork here and see what needs to be done. 
We will take some time to digest all this and then revisit in January with Darrick Huff.  
 
COVID UPDATE 
Mr. Brooks shared that the district has seen a significant rise in COVID positive cases in the last 
week. “One issue that is concerning is the positive cases in staff. Currently we have ten teachers 
in the district that are out, three support staff and one bus driver that are positive with COVID. 
Several are vaccinated several are not. On a positive note, at the end of last week we were able to 
test just shy of five hundred students with an average of eighty to one hundred students testing a 
day. The system we have in place has been efficient, the main goal of Test to Stay is keeping 
these kids in class.” 
 
Dr. Tuttle stated “We are having a real human resource issue right now. We have exhausted our 
staff this year and it is only November. I am concerned about the lack of human resources. We 
are trying to keep the district running but it is becoming an increasing challenge. All of staff has 
been amazing. Teachers, support staff, operations, transportation, everyone has been working 
tirelessly to keep our kids safe and in school.” 
 
Thanksgiving Break 
 President Mowen announced that Thanksgiving Break this year would take place on November 
24, 25, and 26.  
 
Before the Board moved to closed session, Vice President Ochodnicky wanted to share “A 
couple of weeks ago  I walked into a Board meeting that was not like any other I had been to 
before. A series of events happened that led up to my attendance of a county meeting. I was 
looking for reasoning as to why we were quarantining healthy students as possible contacts to 
COVID and why we would treat our unvaccinated population different than our vaccinated 
population. I was met with a lot of resistance over a few months period. I know that I do not have 
a doctoral degree behind my name – I have something better, I graduated from the school of hard 
knocks. My life experience has taught me things you could never learn in a classroom. My 
concerns will not be diminished by the cancel-culture tyranny I had to experience. I am choosing 
to take the high road that attacked my accountability and devotion to kids. These types of actions 
do not serve our kids well. For those that know my work, take the time to ask questions don’t fall 
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into this culture where we are canceled through Facebook and social media. Around the time 
school started I asked myself what are we asking families to compromise on? Should parents be 
able to compromise the right to parent? When do we draw a line on keeping sick children home? 
Should families be willing to keep their healthy kids home? Should parents lose their jobs due to 
these measures? None of what we do in this school ever makes sense. We have honors night 
packed in the gym but we can’t hold a Halloween party in the gym at Bryant. None of these 
things make sense. I had to draw a line in asking myself all of these questions. In July 2012 I saw 
my son take an oath to protect this country and our constitution, our freedoms and our rights. My 
son vowed to give his life to protect the liberties we take for granted. Six week after he swore 
that Oath we lost Owosso hero Shane Cantu. My son then started his service. Through this time 
I’ve asked repeatedly to bring the parents into this decision making process. I’ve requested 
surveys, special meetings to consider policy. I have a message for the parents of our community, 
never let your voices go unheard. No one knows your children’s needs better than you, never. 
Never forget that we work for you. It is time to figure out what your line in the sand is. You have 
every right to disagree with me, to your opinion. Those who choose to disagree with me, there is 
a process you can follow to recall me from my position or can fire me at the 2022 election. I will 
not allow the cancel culture tyranny to take me down and my voice that represents our children 
in this district. Before I am done I do have some questions regarding our last meeting. We 
received this policy that was presented by Trustee Quick. This is not typically how we introduce 
policy. This document was typed up before our meeting. I don’t know what that means. I have 
questions as to the policy itself and the amendment to it. It says it only goes in to effect if the 
health department signs a legal requirement. I don’t know if this is on our website yet I haven’t 
had the chance to look. But I would like to know more about where this document came from.”  
 
Moved by Quick, supported by Easlick to move into closed session at 6:20 p.m. President 
Mowen conducted a roll-call vote. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Moved by Krauss, supported by Keyes to return to open session at 7:17p.m. President Mowen 
conducted a roll-call vote. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
Upcoming Board Meeting Dates.   

• November 22:  Board of Education Meeting, 5:30 pm 
• November 19, 20, 21: OHS Musical 
• November 24, 25, 26:  Thanksgiving Break  
• December 1: OHS Band Concert. 

 
Adjournment 
Moved by Quick, supported by Krauss to adjourn at 7:22 pm. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Minutes recorded by Brooke Barber 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
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Marlene Webster, Secretary 
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OWOSSO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Board of Education Minutes 

Special Meeting 
November 16, 2021 

Report 21-42 
 
Present: Adam Easlick, Ty Krauss, Sarah Keyes, Rick Mowen, Shelly Ochodnicky, Olga 

Quick, Marlene Webster 
Absent:  None 
 
President Rick Mowen called the Board of Education Meeting to order at 7:30 a.m. The meeting 
was held at the Washington Campus Gymnasium, 645 Alger Street, Owosso MI 48867. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Public Participation Statement 
The Board of Education is a public body and recognizes the value of public comment on 
educational issues. Time has been included in the meeting’s agenda for public participation. 
Members of the audience are reminded that they should announce their name and group 
affiliation when applicable and to limit their participation time to three minutes or less. 
Comments should be directed to the Board and be relevant to the business of the Board of 
Education. This is not an opportunity for dialogue with the Board of Education. The rules of 
common courtesy should also be observed.  
 
Public Participants 

• Heather Walser 
 
COVID-19 
 
Dr. Tuttle thanked everyone for their attendance and apologized for the circumstances. “I know 
that we have worked hard to balance the concerns of students, staff and parents with health and 
safety, with what the Health Department and MDHHS are saying. I will tell you again, I am not a 
health expert. I do not have all the answers. I can tell you we are doing our best. We very much 
appreciate you listening this morning and helping us make decisions moving forward. However, 
to make decisions I think you need to know the data as it stands today. I share with you the 
following. As of today, we have 76 positive cases in our district. We have fourteen staff 
members that are positive. We have 321 students quarantined. We’re currently testing 130 
students a day at our high school. When we started that program, it was about ten students testing 
per day. Our support personnel are being deployed to cover classrooms. We even had to move 
support staff from one building to another to cover classrooms. We do not have the highly 
qualified people in front of our students right now. We’re using our encore teachers to cover 
classrooms as well. We have all hands-on deck, working evenings and weekends trying to do the 
contact tracing, trying to communicate with parents of students who are possible exposures to 
COVID positive cases. At the beginning of the year, we saw a lot of cases coming from home, 
however we are now seeing a much greater transmission rate in school. The contact tracing we’re 
seeing a trend where students are testing negative the first couple days and then they test positive 
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after being in school and wearing a mask. We have about two thousand more tests remaining, 
which at a rate of roughly 150 tests a day will last approximately thirteen more days. We 
requested more tests a couple of weeks ago and have yet to receive any. I understand the concern 
for mask mandates. I also understand that research will show that masks obviously help to curtail 
the spread. I know that mask mandates place further responsibility on our team to try and enforce 
those mandates and our team is incredibly taxed. The human resource issue is at a dire level each 
day. Principals are covering classrooms; we’ve had to have support staff to come in and cover 
classrooms even for a moment while we try to find someone else. We have all the subs that we 
can. We’ve hired permanent subs to work in our district just to have available people when 
needed. I have people crying because they are so taxed. I understand the need to be in school, I 
understand the need to be educated. I’ve received numerous emails from parents, grandparents, 
staff at all levels, expressing their concerns on various issues. I have always said and will 
continue to say my first responsibility is the safety and security of our students even above 
education. If this were influenza, we would shut down the district. I don’t know why this is any 
different. We have a policy 8450, it does talk about the control of communicable diseases. I want 
to look into the future. I was very hopeful last year in the summer when I saw the trends, 
obviously much better than they are now. This is the worst we’ve seen since COVID began. I 
would like to have a discussion with you on your thoughts. As you know we have already sent 
out communication to families that we will be moving to virtual learning the Monday and 
Tuesday of Thanksgiving week. People have asked why the district is waiting until Monday and 
Tuesday. My response was because of the staffing issue; we want to be able to staff and clean the 
buildings. There are basic things that are not getting done because we do not have the staff to do 
them. Yesterday we had five classes move to virtual instruction. The MDHHS says that three 
students who have COVID and it could be closely connected to one another counts as an 
outbreak. In consultation with the Health Department and that point a class should be all virtual 
for a time. Fortunately, we are coming up on Thanksgiving Break so we wouldn’t be school 
those three days anyway. I am concerned about what happens after Thanksgiving Break. Trends 
after holidays spiked last year. I would like to hear discussion with you, your thoughts, and 
concerns. I do have a recommendation that I would like to bring forth, but I would like to hear 
your thoughts first on where we should go from here. If you need any more information from 
me, I can certainly present it. I can give you various scenarios in each of the buildings that are 
causing hardships. I know families have hardships too. Some families think we should shut down 
the district some families think we should do nothing, so it is a balancing act but in the end, we 
have to keep the safety and security of students at the top of our priority.  
 
Vice President Ochodnicky asked “Of the 76 positives do you know how many of them are 
asymptomatic?” 
 
Dr. Tuttle responded, “I do not know.” 
 
Treasurer Keyes asked “What percentage of students are currently in school? Attendance wise?” 
 
Dr. Tuttle responded “We track that every day. As a district we have to be at 75% attendance in 
order for the day to count to receive full funding. Yesterday we were just above 75%. On any 
given day our middle school seems to be struggling the most, but we have been over 75% district 
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wide since we started school. As a district. There are times when buildings have fallen below 
75% attendance.” 
 
Trustee Krauss “How much have the cases spiked in the last couple of weeks?” 
 
Dr. Tuttle responded “Yesterday was incredibly concerning to me. We had one classroom that 
had six positive cases. It is the largest spike I have seen. It started with one classroom in one 
elementary building and the phone calls just kept coming. That is why we had to take the five 
classrooms down. We are seeing siblings contracting it. I would say that is the greatest spike I 
have seen on any given day. Typically, when we do the Test to Stay, we haven’t been seeing a 
lot of positives, yesterday we had five positives.” 
 
Secretary Webster “I appreciated the information on the possible false positives due to the 
vaccine. However, if I am understanding correctly, we have students testing negative for a 
couple days and then they test positive after they’ve been exposed which would indicate that is 
the incubation period for COVID. If it was from the vaccine, they would be positive from day 
one. Is that accurate?” 
 
Dr. Tuttle stated “I am not a medical doctor, so all I can give you is the trends we are seeing. 
We’ve had students that have tested negative and then on the third or fourth day after being at 
school will test positive. Is that the majority? No. But those are students that, prior to the Test to 
Stay program, would have been quarantined for seven to ten days.” 
 
Vice President Ochodnicky asked “If we were to do all online, are we getting the funding for 
those days?” 
 
Dr. Tuttle responded “Yes. That is a complicated state requirement for attendance called Two 
Way Communication. Last year we had all virtual instruction for some time for preschool 
through twelfth grade. At that juncture everybody had a one-to-one device. The reason we had 
those devices is because we disassembled all the iPad or laptop carts and distributed those to 
students. That is a very taxing and cumbersome process. We did not get a lot of those back and 
of the ones that were returned some were damaged. The elementary, because not everybody has 
connectivity or devices, we would offer a zoom opening or google classroom for anyone who 
does and paper-pencil packets for the students that do not. The state has a lot of requirements for 
how to count attendance but yes, those days would count for funding.” 
 
Trustee Quick “I’ve been keeping track of the statistics. On November 1st, statewide we were at 
9,313 from the period of Friday to Monday. On November 15th we jumped to 21,3400 for the 
same period of time. In that same time our numbers in Shiawassee County were 7,539 for the 
total and yesterday they were 8,197. So, we have seen a substantial jump in numbers in the last 
few weeks. I share your concerns and I agree that safety and security are our biggest priority. I 
personally feel we should go virtual and when we return implement a ten-day mask mandate to 
maybe get us over that hump. I think it’s fair to say that we all prefer face to face, that our 
children learn better face to face. Not in my lifetime have we ever had to deal with a situation of 
this nature. I am concerned for staff, for students. I believe this is our only alternative.” 
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Secretary Webster stated “I have to say I am a little biased, or emotional, today. I spent 13 hours 
in the ER yesterday for a family member. This balancing act is not working. Sometimes when 
you try to balance you fall off. That is what has happened. Although this balancing act has tipped 
unfairly towards families that have been vaccinated, that have been wearing masks. Now we are 
looking at a possible shutdown. I would think we close the school beginning tomorrow and then 
impose a mask mandate from the end of Thanksgiving break to mid-January. There is no sense in 
doing ten days and then coming back and then we do Christmas and then we come back again to 
another spike. I think from November 29 to at least ten days after Christmas break, we need to 
have a temporary mask mandate. We all want life to be normal. But if you look at our healthcare 
system right now – there is no balance. There is no balance at the hospitals. The emergency room 
is overflowing. We sat in the hallway for ten hours yesterday before we saw a doctor. They are 
stretched to the absolute limit. We have to stop the balancing act now and do something really, 
really, difficult. That none of us want. If we had a child that had leukemia and had to be in the 
hospital, we would all want to just take the child home and for them to be well. We all want this 
to be over. But it isn’t. We have to do what we have to do. Not only for the health and safety of 
our staff but for our medical community. We have to do our part and now is the time.” 
 
Vice President Ochodnicky stated “Many of the things going on in our hospital are not just 
COVID. We’ve had a huge spike in RSV which concerns me more than COVID and it’s that 
time of year, too. We need to look at the whole picture when we’re looking at all of this too. I 
would like to show my appreciation for our staff that are giving 110% every day. That doesn’t go 
unnoticed. To my fellow Board members, what is our end game? We are over 18 months into 
this. We need to reconsider our practice of going online and masking, quarantining, and isolating 
our healthy students and staff. We have parents that can’t bring their healthy children up to test 
daily. So those students must quarantine. We have parents who don’t want to test their children 
because they don’t believe it is the healthy option and they don’t want to mask their children. So 
those children have to stay home. We have children out of school more than in school. We are 
creating more stress and anxiety for parents and staff. We are creating unnecessary anxiety in our 
children. We have parents who work full time and do not have childcare options during the day. 
If we shut down to stop the spread now, what’s next? We come back after Thanksgiving to start 
this over in Christmas. We are left with more questions than answers. We should not treat our 
unvaccinated differently than our vaccinated students. No one knows the needs of students better 
than their parents. We are overstepping our bounds by telling parents what to do with their 
healthy children. I implore us to take all of this into consideration before we make any decisions 
today.” 
 
Trustee Quick stated “As we’ve said before, we all want our kids to be in school. I believe that 
parents know best. However, I will also refer you back to policy 8450. The school must take 
measures to control communicable diseases. Nobody wants to be where we’re at right now. But 
we have an outbreak and as Dr. Tuttle said safety and security are paramount.” 
 
Secretary Webster stated “To respond to Vice President Ochodnicky’s comment about letting 
parents choose; that is what we’ve been doing. They could mask or not mask. They can Test to 
Stay or not Test to Stay. They can quarantine or not quarantine frankly because there is nothing 
we can do if someone who was told to quarantine comes to school. So, we have been at parents’ 
choice for two and a half months. To continue forward would be to disregard the information we 
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have in front of us. I am in support of not masking our kids, but something has to change. I don’t 
know – we can’t just do nothing. We don’t want to be in masks, we don’t want to quarantine, but 
we still want to be in person – how does that work when we have an infectious disease spreading 
rapidly? I don’t understand the rationale behind that?” 
 
Vice President Ochodnicky stated “How will that change when we’re not doing anything 
different outside of our schools? Everything is running as normal.” 
 
Secretary Webster stated “I don’t think everything is. And when you have kids in a classroom, 
especially in our elementary classrooms, you have people that are together for six hours a day. 
That is much different than when you’re in a grocery store or an outdoor sporting event. You’re 
not in close quarters like in a classroom. And hopefully, the community will do something about 
it. We don’t have a say in what the community does. But hopefully the community is paying 
attention to what is happening and will start to do things different. I haven’t been masking, I 
haven’t been careful, but I see what is happening and I have to do my part.”  
 
Treasurer Keyes stated “As far as Test to Stay, there are upwards of one hundred and thirty 
students standing line who are possibly exposed or positive that could be spreading it to each 
other while they are standing in line waiting to test. I am concerned about our teachers maxing 
out their sick day leaves for quarantine. Mental health of our staff must come second if safety is 
first. If we’re sending our kids to school to teachers who are barely staying above water…I don’t 
think that is the smartest option either. Maybe we should give them a break. I’m not against 
implementing masks for a time, but I don’t think it is a good idea to have masks indefinitely.” 
 
Trustee Krauss stated “I respect the parents tremendously. They know what is best for their kids. 
But we’ve been charged with the education of our kids and to keep them in safe educational 
environment. That is my top concern. We’ve been doing this now for eighteen months. We’ve 
been doing all kinds of different things to make this environment safe for these kids. This is a 
continuation of that. I think we have to look really close at the safety of our students, our staff 
and administration and what that looks like in the decision we make today. With numbers 
spiking and what we’ve seen in the past eighteen months we need to ask ourselves what if it gets 
worse? What if next week it doubles? How long do we go before we shut down? If this was 
influenza, what would we be doing right now? Dr. Tuttle, you indicated we may be shut down.” 
 
Dr. Tuttle “We may be. It is unfortunate that COVID has become so polarizing. We can all agree 
on the flu but not on this. Our health directors are having a hard time giving us firm orders. We 
could continue taking down class by class. It may work this time because they will have ten days 
off due to Thanksgiving break. But if this were to happen after Thanksgiving break….I’m not 
saying this is going to work. I don’t know the answer to this. I’m trying to keep the school 
running. We run the risk of coming back worse because of family contacts over holiday break.” 
 
Trustee Krauss “We saw numbers go up after Thanksgiving and Christmas last year.” 
 
Treasurer Keyes said “With families gathering we know that numbers are going to go up. 
Regardless of recommendations we give out families are going to do what they are going to do. 
Like Shelly said people are gathering all the time. We can’t control that, but we can control what 
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happens in school. I am very concerned for our staff. Teachers are scared. They should be scared. 
Some have immunocompromised family, some have babies, some are pregnant. There are  a lot 
of concerns out there, we have to take those into consideration.” 
 
Dr. Tuttle stated “There is going to be a day where I can not operate the school because I don’t 
have staff. I have staff on the phone literally in tears asking me what I want them to do because 
they do not have staff. I can’t close that day because all the kids are in school, so I ask can we 
make it through a day? Then I am calling asking for bodies to get through the day. So to Sarah’s 
point that break is also for staff. I am trying to keep my staff working effectively and healthy. I 
don’t know that this is going to work. I don’t have a crystal ball. This is an attempt to ultimately 
stay open longer.” 
 
Trustee Krauss said “GST Michigan Works is doing a job fair today for fifteen or sixteen 
healthcare employers, big hospitals and so forth. They are begging and pleading for people to 
come to work. Some of these places are closing off floors. It is a big issue for our healthcare 
providers.”  
 
Vice President Ochodnicky stated “I also know many people are leaving the healthcare field 
because of the vaccine mandate.” 
 
Trustee Easlick “Dr. Tuttle, if we go all virtual will our students be in front of teachers?” 
 
Dr. Tuttle stated “Yes. The teachers that are home that have COVID just like last year, if they are 
asymptomatic and can teach, we will have them teach.” 
 
Trustee Easlick “I understand we need bodies in classrooms but there is a reason that teachers are 
licensed. The quality of education  goes down. We’ve all been in class with a substitute. I never 
got educated on those days, those were free days. So, my thought if my kids at home at least they 
are in front of a teacher.” 
 
Dr. Tuttle stated “I also want to add this is not an Owosso problem. I meet with all the 
superintendents and represent the legislative committee for Ingham, Eaton, Clinton, and 
Shiawassee. We all have lists of positions not filled. We’re having to call teachers and ask them 
if they’ll leave their district to come to us. It is the craziest predicament, what we’re in right now. 
There are simply not enough teachers to cover the positions needed in the state. I want our 
teachers to stay, to incentivize them to stay. I am a passionate educator and want our schools 
open. I understand sometimes we have to go backwards in order to move forward.” 
 
Treasurer Keyes said “We have to have more than warm bodies in classrooms. We don’t send 
our kids to school for day care.” 
 
Dr. Tuttle said “People need to understand that we don’t know that this is going to fix the issue. 
We’ve tried to be the least restrictive possible and it’s not working. If we keep going like this 
we’re not going to have staff.” 
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President Mowen stated “We have done the bare minimum following recommended guidelines 
from the health department. We’ve gotten criticism from the community at our Board meetings 
for following, what are to me, common sense guidelines to keep our children safe. We’ve also 
heard comments that this doesn’t affect kids, but we are seeing that it does affect kids. What 
we’ve been doing is not working. Whatever we can do to try and remedy this situation and bring 
it back under control. Like Trustee Quick said I think a temporary mask requirement after 
returning from Thanksgiving break is a good idea. Dr. Tuttle and your staff, I know the Board 
supports you. To me this is the right thing to do. We have to take some action.” 
 
Treasurer Keyes “I do have another comment I’d like people to think about. We’ve talked about 
bullying and student conflict this past year. If all of our administration and staff are covering for 
other people that leaves bullying situations open to a greater issue.” 
 
Dr. Tuttle “That seems to be a common theme. You could argue kids have been out of school for 
a long time and have lacked structure. To Sarah’s point, we don’t have the support staff to 
support our teachers because they are filling in elsewhere.” 
 
Secretary Webster asked, “If parents don’t want to send their kids to school in masks is there an 
online option for them?” 
 
Dr. Tuttle responded “No. There is an online option and it’s run from the county-wide level 
through the RESD, contrary to last year. There is one teacher that serves all the elementary 
students which is based on the parents that chose online. Parents were informed that if they chose 
online at the beginning of the year, they would not be able to switch to in-person and vice versa. 
That is a county wide program. Last year, teachers tried to teach both online and in-person 
students and while there was enormous effort from everyone it was not tremendously successful. 
We also then hired the six virtual teachers for each grade level at the elementary which was 
probably one of our best moves. We’re seeing a lot of staff retire as well. I would like to now 
present my recommendation that I do not claim is perfect in anyway. So, I listen to everybody. 
I’m not able to respond to everyone, I am inundated from comments on all sides. I hear you, but 
with everything going on there is not enough time to respond to everyone. I would recommend 
that for today and tomorrow, Tuesday and Wednesday, we continue to transition classes with 
three or more positives to virtual learning as we did yesterday with those five classes. I would all 
continue to hold regular classes for today and tomorrow. I then recommend we transition the 
district to virtual for Thursday and Friday. For the following Monday and Tuesday which we 
said would be virtual, the 22nd and 23rd, I would use those as inclement weather days. 
Administrators would be in the building but other than that everyone would be home. My 
rationale for waiting a day is because I understand the difficulties of parents trying to find 
childcare and although it would be difficult regardless of the time frame, I think the two days 
would help. Extracurriculars will be a parent’s option and be allowed at a high school level only 
and if the participants test before the activity; that’s band, choir, drama and so forth. Regarding 
the masks, I recommend we start with 10 days after Thanksgiving and go from there. I don’t 
claim this is perfect but we’re trying to be cognizant of the mental health of our staff and safety 
of our students. That is why I’ve made this recommendation as I did.”  
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Trustee Quick  stated “I would move that we accept those recommendations with the addition of 
reviewing it in December to determine if another mask mandate would be appropriate.” 
 
Secretary Webster supported Trustee Quick’s motion.  
 
President Mowen asked for a roll call vote. Trustees Easlick, Quick, Webster, Keyes, Krauss 
voted aye. Vice President Ochodnicky voted nay. Motion carried in six-one roll call vote.  
 
Adjournment 
Moved by Quick , supported by Easlick to adjourn at 8:21 a.m. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Minutes recorded by Brooke Barber. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      
Marlene Webster, Secretary 
 

29



Current Bills 

30



31



32



33



34



35



36



37



38



39



40



Financials 

41



42



43



44



Appreciation Bonus 

45



OWOSSO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Board of Education Meeting  

November 22, 2021 
Report 21-45 

FOR  ACTION 
 
Subject: 
Employee appreciation and retention stipend payment approval 
 
Statement of Purpose/Issue: 
 
Resolve that the Board of Education authorize the district to proceed with bonus (stipend) 
payments to all employees, excluding the Superintendent, meeting the eligibility requirements as 
set forth in the facts and statistics section of this report.  
 
Rationale:   
 
All employees have been required to go well above and beyond for the last two years as a direct 
result of the COVID-19 pandemic. It is felt that a stipend paid in two payments will demonstrate, 
in a tangible way: 1) The district’s appreciation for services already provided by the employee; 
and 2) The district’s desire to retain its dedicated employees that continue to provide outstanding 
service to the students of the district, especially in such a competitive employment environment.  
 
In addition, although this payment was not initially accounted for in the budget presented to the 
Board in June of 2021, the financial results presented by the auditors to the Board at the October 
2021 meeting reflect the financial ability of the District to provide these well-deserved payments 
to the employees. 
 
Facts and Statistics: 

• To qualify for payment, the employee must be employed on the date when payroll is 
being processed. 

• Current Employees starting on or after July 1, 2021 will be paid a total of $500 in two 
installments.  

o First Installment of $250 to be paid in the first pay of December 2021. 
o Second installment of $250 (retention) to be paid on first pay in June 2022 

• Current Employees employed prior to July 1, 2021 will be paid a total of $1,000 in two 
installments. 

o First Installment of $500 to be paid in the first pay of December 2021  
o Second installment of $500 (retention) to be paid on the first pay in June 2022 

 
If approved by the Board, the district will implement the provisions of the stipend payments set 
forth above.  
 
Motion 
Seconded 
Vote – Ayes  Nays  Motion 
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Approval of Elementary Course Catalogue  
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OWOSSO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Board of Education Meeting 

November 22, 2021 
Report 21-46 

FOR ACTION 

Subject: 
Approval of Course listings 

Recommendation: 
Resolve that the Board of Education approve the course listings presented for the elementary 
virtual (Canvas) option through the RESD. 

Facts/Statistics: 
Under the “Required Documentation” section of the Michigan Department of Education Pupil 
Accounting Manual is the indication of the following required documentation to be retained by the 
district: 

“The school district's board of education shall adopt a list of approved courses.  The list includes 
all courses offered by the district for credit or grade promotion and is used when determining which 
courses may be included in membership for state aid purposes, as well as for auditing purposes 
when examining the membership counted for state school aid on the count days.  The list of 
approved courses must include traditional offerings and courses offered through other means, such 
as experiential or online learning opportunities.” 

In addition, to the Pupil Accounting Manual, the requirement for such Board approval is contained 
within Board Policy 2220 “Adoption of Courses of Study” in compliance with Michigan Compiled 
Law.  In the past this was done through the approval by the Board of Education of new classes that 
were being offered in the upcoming school year.  In order to reflect all of the changes in the courses 
being offered at the secondary level, including Middle School, it was considered prudent to supply 
the Board of Education a complete listing of all of the courses being offered during the 2021-22 
school year which is accompanying this Board report.  All courses being offered have gone through 
the appropriate review to determine alignment with curriculum standards and provide assurance 
that the courses enhance the ability of the district to “provide for a comprehensive instructional 
program to serve the educational needs of the students of this district” as outlined in Board Policy 
2220.  All other courses for 2021-2022 have been approved by the board. 

Elementary Canvas Courses 

Motion 
Seconded 
Vote – Ayes             Nays            Motion 
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Obsolete Materials – Transportation 
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OWOSSO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Board of Education Meeting 

November 22, 2021 

Report 21-47 

FOR ACTION 

Subject: 

Declaration of Obsolete Material – Bus #99-31 and Bus #04-38 

Recommendation 

Resolve that the Board of Education authorize the Owosso Public School’s Transportation 
department to dispose of two buses that can no longer meet the transportation needs of students 

Facts/Statistics: 

Pursuant to Board Policy #7300, “the Board shall direct the periodic review of all District 
property and authorize the disposition by sale, donation, trade, or discard of any property not 
required for school purposes”.   The buses are not expected to pass inspection and it is being 
requested that the buses be disposed of to avoid them being red tagged.  The information 
regarding the buses are as follows: 

• Bus #99-31
• 1999 Bluebird Diesel
• 267,786 miles
• VIN #1HVBBAAP7WH606713

• Bus #04-38
• 2004 Bluebird Diesel
• 253,963 miles
• VIN #1HVBBAAP74H673888

If authorized by the Board, the District will pursue scrapping or putting the buses up for sale 
utilizing a method that is suitable and brings the highest dollar.  Proceeds from the sales of the 
buses will be returned to the general fund.  

Motion 
Seconded 
Vote – Ayes Nays Motion 
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Revised Bylaw 0100 - Definitions 
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OWOSSO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Board of Education Meeting  

November 22, 2021 
Report 21- 48 

 
 
 

FOR ACTION 
 
Subject: 
 
Revised Bylaw 0100 – Definitions, 1st reading  
 
Statement of Purpose/Issue: 
 
Resolve that the Board of Education adopt as their 1st reading: Revised Bylaw 0100 – 
Definitions 
 
Facts / Statistics: 
 
The definition of "Voting" has been revised to reflect the change is statute regarding allowable 
exceptions to "in person" voting at meetings of the Board. After December 31, 2021 only the 
military duty exception remains. The Board chair should only approve a request that complies 
with the law. 
  
This revision should be adopted to maintain accurate policies. 
 
District Goal Addressed: 
 
Routine Business 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Motion 
Seconded 
Vote – Ayes  Nays  Motion 
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Revised Bylaw 0167.3 – Public Participation at Board 
Meetings 
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OWOSSO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Board of Education Meeting  

November 22, 2021 
Report 21- 49

FOR ACTION 

Subject: 

Revised Bylaw 0167.3 – Public Participation at Board Meetings, 1st reading 

Statement of Purpose/Issue: 

Resolve that the Board of Education adopt as their 1st reading: Revised Bylaw 0167.3 – Public 
Participation at Board Meetings 

Facts / Statistics: 
Revisions to this bylaw are in line with the recent decision of the U.S. District Court for the 
6th Circuit. Some of the optional language has been deleted, so as to remove the authority of the 
presiding officer at board meetings where public participation is permitted to regulate speakers 
on the basis of comments that are “abusive,” “frivolous,” and/or “harassing.” These measures are 
intended to prevent districts from engaging in viewpoint discrimination for remarks that are 
oppositional in nature, perceived as hostile to the direction of the board and/or merely offensive. 
In addition, options (which were deemed acceptable regulations by the Court) have been added 
for preregistration, including prohibiting individuals from signing up to speak for others. Finally, 
there are options for districts who livestream meetings to determine whether or not they will 
facilitate public participation remotely. 

These revisions and options should be considered for adoption. 

District Goal Addressed: 

Routine Business 

Motion 
Seconded 
Vote – Ayes Nays Motion 
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OWOSSO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Board of Education Meeting  

November 22, 2021 
Report 21- 50 

 
 
 

FOR ACTION 
 
Subject: 
 
Revised Policy 3120 – Employment of Professional Staff, 1st reading  
 
Statement of Purpose/Issue: 
 
Resolve that the Board of Education adopt as their 1st reading: Revised Policy 3120 – 
Employment of Professional Staff 
 
Facts / Statistics: 
This policy has been revised to reflect recent changes in certification/licensure statutes and 
regulations. Outdated "highly qualified" language has been deleted. 
  
Revisions to this policy should be adopted in order to maintain accurate policies. 
 
District Goal Addressed: 
 
Routine Business 
 
 
 
 
 
Motion 
Seconded 
Vote – Ayes  Nays  Motion 
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OWOSSO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Board of Education Meeting  

November 22, 2021 
Report 21- 51 

 
 
 

FOR ACTION 
 
Subject: 
 
Replaced Policy 5722 – School-Sponsored Publications and Productions, 1st reading  
 
Statement of Purpose/Issue: 
 
Resolve that the Board of Education adopt as their 1st reading: Replaced Policy 5722 – School-
Sponsored Publications and Productions 
 
Facts / Statistics: 
This replacement policy is proposed because of the wide variety of school-sponsored student 
media that are present in schools today and due to the many technological advances that have 
occurred. 
  
The policy, as before, provides several options available to the Board regarding the type of 
forum that will be provided and what level of review and regulation will occur. The language in 
the policy has been modified to encompass the newer online electronic forms of school-
sponsored student media. The policy provides four options to consider for the classification and 
regulation of such publications and production. 
  
A toolkit has been provided to assist district staff in their review of the replacement policy and 
revisions to the administrative guideline. 
  
The recommendations made in this policy should be carefully considered when addressing the 
evolving student media environment and language should be adopted that best fits the district’s 
needs. 
 
District Goal Addressed: 
 
Routine Business 
 
 
 
Motion 
Seconded 
Vote – Ayes  Nays  Motion 
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(�)�*+,-./012�3+4.5�67.89,7�9:-49661+,�5;<�+,0<�/9�-./016=98>-943+4598�7+�595/946�+3�7=9�62=++0�2+55.,17<?��@�A�B99�C+;48D+012<�EFGH�I�D./012�J779,8;,29�;7�B2=++0�KL9,76?�(MNO�PQ�PRSTPNUV)�(OWXQSTNY�NPSMZ�R[MX\M�]̂ PP\M�PNM�@_A�PQ�Ŝ M�QP[[P̀ TNY�QPaW�@bA�PRSTPN\�@XcOAd��Sef�ghifh�jk�lejme�nefofpgl�qgrh�@bA�gsnjgkt�uhf�pjtnfi�jt�kgn�vfukn�ng�mgkwfx�u�shfqfhfkmf�gh�hfmgvvfkiunjgkd��yguhit�tegrpi�tfpfmn�nefgsnjgk�neun�oftn�hfqpfmnt�nefjh�mrhhfkn�shumnjmf�gh�u�kfl�shumnjmf�nefx�lejme�ng�efkmfqghne�qgppgld��Xt�nefx�mgktjifh�nefqgppgljkz�gsnjgkt{�yguhi�uki�uivjkjtnhunght�uhf�fkmgrhuzfi�ng�mgktrpn�nef�ummgvsukxjkz�Sggp|jn�qgh�u�ijtmrttjgk�gqnef�ijqqfhfkn�nxsft�gq�qghrvt�c�fdzd{�kgksropjm�qghrv�uki�pjvjnfi�sropjm�qghrvd�(�)�Psnjgk�X�(\fpfmn�jq�nef�yguhi�jknfkit�ng�iftjzkunf�upp�tmeggpctsgktghfi�tnrifkn�vfiju{�ng�of�pjvjnficsrhsgtf�sropjmqghrvt�@jdfd{�kgn�tro}fmn�ng�shjgh�hfwjfl~hftnhujknA�uki�uppglt�nefv�ng�of�zfkfhuppx�sropjtefi~sfhqghvfi�grntjif�neftmeggp�mgvvrkjnxd��Sejt�jt�nef�vgtn�sfhvjttjwf�gq�nef�gsnjgktd)�(�)��=9�C+;48�8961�,;796�;00�62=++0�6-+,6+498�67.89,7�5981;�;6�0151798�-.4-+69�-./012�3+4.56��=949�67.89,76�2;,�;884966�5;77946+3�2+,294,�;,8>+4�1,794967�7+�7=914�49;8946>L19�946?��J00�62=++0�6-+,6+498�67.89,7�5981;�5;<�/9�-./016=98>-943+4598�+.76189�7=962=++0�2+55.,17<?���=9�67.89,7��+.4,;01676��2+,79,7�249;7+46�;,8>+4�-943+45946�1,L+0L98�1,�7=969�-./012;71+,6>-4+8.271+,�=;L9�7=941�=7�7+�8979451,9�7=9�2+,79,7�+3�7=9�67.89,7�5981;?�(�)��=9�2+,79,7�5;<�;884966��9,94;0�5;77946�+3�-./012�2+,294,�;,8�16�+-9,�7+�7=9�-./012�;7�0;4�9�3+4�2+559,7�;7�7=9�81624971+,�+37=9�67.89,7��+.4,;01676>2+,79,7�249;7+46>-943+45946?��B2=++0�+33121;06��100�,+7�49L19��+4�49674127�7=9�2+,79,7�+3�62=++0�6-+,6+49867.89,7�5981;�-41+4�7+�-./012;71+,>-943+45;,29��9:29-7��17=�496-927�7+�.,-4+792798�6-992=?� @�A�K;2=�5981.5�6=+.08�-4+L189�;�3.00�+--+47.,17<�3+4�67.89,76�7+�1,�.149���.9671+,��;,8�9:2=;,�9�189;6?� @�A��+,79,7�6=+.08�4930927�;00�;49;6�+3�67.89,7�1,794967�;,8�5;<�1,20.89�7+-126�;/+.7��=12=�7=949�5;<�/9�81669,7�;,8>+42+,74+L946<?�J00�62=++0�6-+,6+498�67.89,7�5981;�6=;00�2+,7;1,�;�,+7129�7+�7=9�49;894>L19�94�7=;7�7=9�5;7941;0���=109�62=++0�6-+,6+498��16�67.89,781492798�;,8�,+7�6./�927�7+�-41+4�49L19�?���1L9,�;00�67.89,7�-./012;71+,6�;,8>+4�-4+8.271+,6�=;L9�/99,�8961�,;798�;6�0151798�-.4-+69-./012�3+4.56��7=9�62=++0�;66.596�,+�01;/1017<�3+4�7=914�2+,79,7?���17=�9817+41;0�2+,74+0�2+596�496-+,61/1017<?��B7.89,7��+.4,;01676�2+,79,7�249;7+46��;,8�-943+45946�;49�9:-92798�7+�967;/016=�;,8�9,3+429�67;,8;486��3+4�7=914�-./012;71+,6>-4+8.271+,6�7=;7�;492+,61679,7��17=�-4+39661+,;0��+.4,;0165>;4716712>7=9;7412;0>/4+;82;67�67;,8;486?�(MNO�PQ�PRSTPN�X)�(�)�Psnjgk�y�(\fpfmn�jq�nef�yguhi�jknfkit�ng�jifknjqx�tsfmjqjm�tmeggpctsgktghfi�tnrifkn�sropjmunjgkt~shgirmnjgkt�ng�ofpjvjnficsrhsgtf�sropjm�qghrvt�@jdfd{�kgn�tro}fmn�ng�shjgh�hfwjfl~hftnhujknA{�lejme�vux�of�sropjtefi~sfhqghvfi�grntjifnef�tmeggp�mgvvrkjnxd��\meggpctsgktghfi�tnrifkn�sropjmunjgkt~shgirmnjgkt�kgn�pjtnfi�uhf�mgktjifhfi�kgksropjm�qghrvtuki�ljpp�of�tro}fmn�ng�hgrnjkf�uki�txtnfvunjm�shjgh�hfwjfl�uki�hftnhujknd��Sejt�jt�nef�tfmgki�vgtn�sfhvjttjwf�gsnjgk�ukigkpx�sfhvjnt�shjgh�hfwjfl~hftnhujkn�gq�kgksropjm�qghrvt{�uki�zfkfhuppx�uppglt�pjvjnficsrhsgtf�sropjm�qghrvt�ng�ofzfkfhuppx�sropjtefi~sfhqghvfi�grntjif�nef�tmeggp�mgvvrkjnxd)��=9�C+;48�8961�,;798�7=9�3+00+�1,��+33121;0��62=++0�6-+,6+498�67.89,7�5981;�7+�/9�0151798�-.4-+69�-./012�3+4.56��([jtn�upp�sropjmunjgkt�tg�iftjzkunfiZ)� J?������������������������������������������������������������C?�������������������������������������������������������������?�������������������������������������������������������������?������������������������������������������������������������K?�����������������������������������������������������������J6�0151798�-.4-+69�-./012�3+4.56�7=9�67.89,7��+.4,;01676��2+,79,7�249;7+46��+4�-943+45946�;66+21;798��17=�7=9�;/+L9�016798-./012;71+,6�;,8>+4�-4+8.271+,6�5;<�;884966�5;77946�+3�2+,294,�;,8>+4�1,794967�7+�7=914�49;8946>L19�946?���=9�67.89,7��+.4,;01676�2+,79,7�249;7+46��;,8>+4�-943+45946�1,L+0L98�1,�7=9�;/+L9�016798�-./012;71+,6>-4+8.271+,6�=;L9�7=9�41�=7�7+�8979451,9�7=9�2+,79,7�+37=16�67.89,7�5981;?�

71



��������������	
 ����������	�

����������������������������������������	�� �!"��!�#$����% &�'
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77



Revised Policy 6144 – Cost Principles 

 

78



OWOSSO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Board of Education Meeting  

November 22, 2021 
Report 21- 52 

 
 
 

FOR ACTION 
 
Subject: 
 
Revised Policy 6114 – Cost Principals – Spending Federal Funds,1st reading  
 
Statement of Purpose/Issue: 
 
Resolve that the Board of Education adopt as their 1st reading: Revised Policy 6144 – Cost 
Principles – Spending Federal Funds 
 
Facts / Statistics: 
This policy has been revised to provide greater detail in allowability guidance for districts 
regarding expenditure of federal funds. There has been a significant increase in funding through 
for school districts through the third pandemic stimulus bill dubbed the American Rescue Plan, 
providing $122 billion in Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (or ESSER III) 
funds. While the policy has accurately referenced definitions and restrictions cited in various 
sections of 2 C.F.R. 200, greater specificity has been requested by program reviewers and 
auditors. 
  
Revisions to this policy should be adopted in order to maintain accurate policies. 
 
District Goal Addressed: 
 
Routine Business 
 
 
 
 
Motion 
Seconded 
Vote – Ayes  Nays  Motion 
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OWOSSO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Board of Education Meeting  

November 22, 2021 
Report 21- 53 

 
 
 

FOR ACTION 
 
Subject: 
 
Revised Policy 6152 – Student Fees, Fines, and Supplies, 1st reading  
 
Statement of Purpose/Issue: 
 
Resolve that the Board of Education adopt as their 1st reading: Revised Policy 6152 – Student 
Fees, Fines, and Supplies 
 
Facts / Statistics: 
This policy has been revised to provide the authorization to allow for online payment of fees, 
fines, and charges. 
  
This revision is recommended for adoption if online payment is allowed. 
 
District Goal Addressed: 
 
Routine Business 
 
 
 
 
Motion 
Seconded 
Vote – Ayes  Nays  Motion 
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OWOSSO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Board of Education Meeting  

November 22, 2021 
Report 21- 54 

 
 
 

FOR ACTION 
 
Subject: 
 
Revised Policy 7450 – Property Inventory, 1st reading  
 
Statement of Purpose/Issue: 
 
Resolve that the Board of Education adopt as their 1st reading: Revised Policy 7450 – Property 
Inventory 
 
Facts / Statistics: 
A drafting note has been added to this policy noting the federal threshold of $5,000 for 
differentiating between supplies/materials and a capital expenditure for equipment purchase. See 
the note on Policy 6114 - Cost Principles - Spending Federal Funds. 
  
This policy may need to be revised if the district's current policy uses an equipment/inventory 
threshold higher that $5,000. 
 
District Goal Addressed: 
 
Routine Business 
 
 
 
Motion 
Seconded 
Vote – Ayes  Nays  Motion 
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OWOSSO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Board of Education Meeting  

November 22, 2021 
Report 21- 55 

 
 
 

FOR ACTION 
 
Subject: 
 
Revised Policy 8310  – Public Records, 1st reading  
 
Statement of Purpose/Issue: 
 
Resolve that the Board of Education adopt as their 1st reading: Revised Policy 8310 – Public 
Records 
 
Facts / Statistics: 
This policy has been revised to comply with the obligation not to disclose the address of a 
student or an employee who provides the District with notice that they have received a 
participation card issued by the attorney general under the address confidentiality program act. 
  
These revisions should be adopted in order to remain compliant with Michigan law. 
 
District Goal Addressed: 
 
Routine Business 
 
 
 
 
Motion 
Seconded 
Vote – Ayes  Nays  Motion 
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OWOSSO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Board of Education Meeting  

November 22, 2021 
Report 21- 56 

 
 
 

FOR ACTION 
 
Subject: 
 
Revised Policy 8320  – Personnel Files, 1st reading  
 
Statement of Purpose/Issue: 
 
Resolve that the Board of Education adopt as their 1st reading: Revised Policy 8320 – Personnel 
Files 
 
Facts / Statistics: 
This policy has been revised to comply with the obligation not to disclose the address of a 
student or an employee who provides the District with notice that they have received a 
participation card issued by the attorney general under the address confidentiality program act. 
  
These revisions should be adopted in order to remain compliant with Michigan law. 
 
District Goal Addressed: 
 
Routine Business 
 
 
 
 
Motion 
Seconded 
Vote – Ayes  Nays  Motion 
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OWOSSO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Board of Education Meeting  

November 22, 2021 
Report 21- 57 

 
 
 

FOR ACTION 
 
Subject: 
 
Revised Policy 8330  – Student Records, 1st reading  
 
Statement of Purpose/Issue: 
 
Resolve that the Board of Education adopt as their 1st reading: Revised Policy 8330 – Student 
Records 
 
Facts / Statistics: 
This policy has been revised to reflect the change in federal rule (2021 Solomon Amendment: 
Subtitle C—General Service Authorities and Correction of Military Records SEC. 521). If the 
district issues student email addresses, it must release such email addresses to military recruiters 
as part of directory information, as requested, unless prohibited by student or parent request in 
writing. 
  
This revision should be adopted in order to maintain accurate policies. 
 
District Goal Addressed: 
 
Routine Business 
 
 
 
 
Motion 
Seconded 
Vote – Ayes  Nays  Motion 
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Personnel Update  
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OWOSSO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Board of Education  
November 22, 2021 

Report 21- 58 

FOR INFORMATION 

Subject: 
Personnel Update 

Accepted Positions 

Bruce Campbell has accepted a Bus Driver position. 

Andrea Rowell has accepted a Lead Cook II Food Service position at Owosso Middle School. 

Dana Shepard has accepted a Special Education Paraprofessional position at Bryant Elementary. 

Dalton Cremer has accepted the Maintenance/Grounds position. 

Simon Godley has accepted the floating Bus Driver position.   

Amy Jo Brown has accepted the Performing Arts Coordinator position. 

Connor Sergent has accepted the Assistant Transportation Supervisor position.  

Resignations 

Linda Skinner, Food Service Worker at Owosso High School has submitted her letter of resignation. 

Jacob Nelson, Maintenance/Grounds has submitted his letter of resignation. 

Retirements 

Karen Robinson Food Service Lead Cook I has submitted her letter of retirement. 
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