Environmental Science Syllabus Mr. Watson’s Class 

Environmental Science Syllabus 
Veterans High School/ 2024-25
Mr. Watson
Teacher Contact: e-mail: james.watson@hcbe.net

Textbook: Holt Environmental Science
Online Textbook: http://www.nexuslearning.net/books/Holt_Env_Science/
Environmental Science Standards: www.georgiastandards.org
Course Outiline:
Semester 1
Intro to Environmental Science (ch 1 &2)

Biosphere 1- Spheres of the Earth, Ecology & Organism Relationships (ch 3.1 & 5.1)

Biosphere 2- Species and Population Growth (ch 4.1, 4.2, 8.1 & 9.1)

Biosphere 3- Biomes, Communities, Ecological Succession, & Biodiversity (ch 5.3, 6 & 10)

Geosphere 1- Plate Tectonics (ch 3.1)

Geosphere 2- Minerals, Soil Composition & Soil Conservation (ch 16)

Geosphere 3- Energy, Fossil Fuels, Renewable Energy Sources  (ch 17 & 18)

Semester 2
Atmosphere- Composition & Layers of the Atmosphere, Weather, Global Winds, Coriolis Effect, Nitrogen
 Cycle, Phosphorous Cycle, Carbon Cycle (ch 13, 3.2 & 5.2)

Hydrosphere 1- Water Cycle, Surface Water, Watersheds, Groundwater & Irrigation  (ch 11 & 3.3)

Hydrosphere 2- Marine Biomes, Ocean Productivity, Wetlands & Water Pollution  (ch 7.1, 7.2, 11.2 &
 11.3)

Land Use & Sustainability- Urbanization, Land Use, Sustainable Agriculture, Sustainable Forestry  (ch 9.2, 
14 & 15)

End of the semester cumulative project
Grading

Grades will be updated weekly and available to parents and students via the infinite campus parent portal.  Students and parents should check grades regularly. This course includes a cumulative exam at the end of the semester.
Major Assessments

45%
Daily Work


15%

Minor Assessments

20%
End of Semester Assessment
20%
Tutoring

For the 2024-25 school year, tutoring is available on Tuesday and Wednesday from 7:15 a.m.-7:45 a.m.

Honor Code

The academic integrity of courses at VHS is of the utmost importance; as such, cheating or academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. If a student cheats or plagiarizes on any assessment, the result is a zero as a placeholder until the student has had the opportunity to demonstrate learning on an alternate assignment; the teacher must make parent contact. 

If cheating or plagiarism occurs on a major assessment, the student should be referred to an administrator for review. Cheating or plagiarism on a major assessment will also result in alternative discipline or in-school suspension. The ISS assignment will be progressively graduated if the offense is repeated.
VHS Retesting Policy

Students may re-take two major assessments per semester within 5 school days of receiving their grade, after completing tutoring/corrections.  A re-test cannot replace a zero for a task never initially completed.  

SSO Portal/ Office 365 
Each student has their own log-in provided by the school system that can be accessed by going to www.hcbe.net and clicking on the SSO portal link. Once logged in you will see several tiles one being for our textbook, one for Office 365, and one for Canvas.
Canvas
Canvas is a digital learning platform, which teachers use to interact with their students online.  Teachers use this tool to create classes, distribute assignments, send feedback, and see everything in one place.  To access Canvas, students may use any device that can access the internet.
To encourage blended learning, online assignments will be posted weekly through Canvas. At least one Canvas assignment per week will be graded and entered in Infinite Campus. Students should be familiar with how to navigate the online platform, communicate with their teacher, and submit assignments on time.  If there are technology limitations, please notify the teacher.
1. Go to www.hcbe.net and Click on SSO Portal in the navigation menu.  

2. Login with your school username and password. 

3. Click on the Canvas app. 
Online textbook

Class sets of textbooks are provided in the classrooms and students have access to their textbooks online. The textbook has many extra resources on the online platform. More information will be available about the online textbook after school starts.
Cyberbullying: As defined by Dictionary.com, “the act of harassing someone online by sending or posting mean messages.”  Please keep in mind that Canvas is designed to work as an extension of the classroom; therefore, anything done on the site through the access of a school course group code will be treated the same as if it were said aloud in the classroom. Inappropriate use of the site can result in disciplinary action.  

Procedures and Expectations:

**Students are expected to adhere to the VHS Student Code of Conduct at all times**

Classroom Behavior

· Arrive ready for class; be an active participant in class and lab every day.

· Treat everyone with respect.  Be polite toward the teacher and your classmates.

· Food and drink are not permitted (except water in closed containers in the classroom). 
· Take pride in the class and lab by helping to keep it clean.

· No electronic devices may be visible/used in the classroom except for the Chromebook issued to students by the school system.
Attendance
· Students should make every effort to be in class every day.  If absent, it is the student’s responsibility to obtain missed assignments/notes from a classmate or teacher.  See the missing assignment folder in the classroom.

· If a test is missed, it is the student’s responsibility to schedule a day to make-up the test within 5 school days upon the return to school.  If a lab is missed, it will be to the teacher’s discretion to give an alternate assignment or make-up lab.

· If you are not in the classroom when the bell rings, you will be marked as tardy.
Consequences

· Minor disruptions/infractions will receive warnings, conferences, and/or parent phone calls.

· An office referral will occur for major disruptions/infractions, failure to serve assigned detention, or after repeated detention assignments.

Chromebooks
· All students are issued a district-provided chrome book for instructional purposes, student engagement, and student learning. Chrome book use is at the direction and discretion of the classroom teacher.
(Sign and send back this page of the syllabus Monday, August 5th; keep the rest of this syllabus for your records)

All Rules & Procedures addressed in the Student Handbook stand in this classroom.
Parents/Guardians, your signature verifies that you have read and understand the expectations set forth on this syllabus.  If you have any concerns, please share them with me on the back of this sheet.  I will read your comments.
CLEARLY PRINT STUDENT NAME HERE:__________________________________________________

Student Signature:  ________________________________
     Date:  _____________________

Parent Signature:     ________________________________
     Date:  _____________________
Parent Phone Numbers:                                                        Parent Emails:
PLEASE LIST ANY NEEDS OR CONCERNS YOU MAY HAVE BELOW CONCERNING YOUR CHILD:
2

