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LAKE RIDGE SCHOOLS 

A moment of silence was observed. 

The Mission statement was recited. 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Mr. Johnson called the meeting to order. 

Mr. Johnson called a roll call:  Mr. Evans, Mrs. Osteen, Mr. Buckley, Mr. Diehl, and Mr. 
Johnson was present and the Superintendent was present. 

Administrators present: Mr. Wilkerson Mrs. Martin, Mr. Mikulich, Ms. Marrow, Ms. 
Kuntarich, Ms. Harris, and Mrs. Nash. 

 This is a Virtual Meeting of the Board of School Trustees of the Lake Ridge New Tech 
Schools, Lake County Indiana, March 8, 2021 at 6:07 PM, in the Zoom Virtual 
Application.  

 

Claims   Mr. Evans moved to consider the attached Accounts Payable, the March 5, 2021 
payroll for payment, and the February 19, 2021 payroll for payment.    Mrs. Osteen 
seconded.   

  Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Buckley – aye, Mr. Evans – aye, Mr. 
Johnson – aye, Mrs. Osteen – aye, Mr. Diehl - aye.  With a vote of 5 - ayes and 0 – 
nays, motion carried. 

 
Minutes  Mr. Johnson moved to consider the minutes of the February 22, 2021 virtual school  
   board meeting.  Mr. Diehl seconded. 
   Mr. Evans called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Buckley – Aye, Mr. Evans – aye,  

       Mr. Johnson – aye, Mrs. Osteen – aye, Mr. Diehl - aye.  With a vote of 5 - ayes and  
        0 - nays, motion carried. 
 

Professional Development 
       

  Recommended Ann McCollum attend the Virtual High School Secretary  
  Conference on March 12, 2021 with expenses paid from the Education Fund. 
 

       Dr. Shirley recommended approval of the Professional Development Items. 
 
    Mrs. Osteen moved.  Mr. Evans seconded. 
   
    Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Buckley – Aye, Mr. Evans – aye,  

        Mr. Johnson – aye, Mrs. Osteen – aye, Mr. Diehl - aye.  With a vote of 5 - ayes  
  and 0 - nays, motion carried. 

   
Leave/Resignation/Employment 

 
  All new employment to Lake Ridge New Tech Schools is contingent upon  
  a cleared expanded Criminal History Background Check within 30 days  
  and a cleared Expanded Child Protection Index Check within 60 days of  
  effective date.  IC 20-26-2-1.5 and IC 20-26-2-1.3 
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  Recommended accepting Jessica Haro’s resignation from the Title I  
  Paraprofessional position at Lake Ridge New Tech Middle School effective  
  March 5, 2021. 
 
  Recommended Everett Moore be employed as a temporary bus driver for  
  foster care students at Lake Ridge New Tech Schools effective March 9, 2021. 
 
  Recommended Robert Lukowski be employed as a student supervisor at Lake  
  Ridge New Tech Middle School for the 2020-2021 school year. 

 
 Dr. Shirley recommended approval of leaves/resignations/employment items. 
 

  Mrs. Osteen moved.  Mr. Evans seconded.   
 
  Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Buckley – Aye, Mr. Evans – aye, Mr.  

    Johnson – aye, Mrs. Osteen – aye, Mr. Diehl - aye.  With a vote of 5 - ayes and 0  
    - nays, motion carried.  

 
New Business 

 
Absence  Recommended approving the Electronic Request for Employee Absence  
Form  Form. 
 
Salary  Recommended approving the Head Start cost of living allowance and non  
Increase federal share waiver for the 2021 fiscal year. 
 
Head Start Recommended approving the Head Start revisions to the Personnel Policy –  
Policy  Compensation/Wage Comparability. 
 
Donations Recommended approving the following donations for Calumet New Tech  
  High School: 
  $200 – for the wrestling account from Matthew Armstrong 
  $100 – for the wrestling account from Justin Anweiler 
  $30 – for the wrestling account from Teresa Stone 
  $150 – for the wrestling account from Bill Gibbs 
  $100 – for the wrestling account from Nancy Rodriquez 
  $30 – for the cross country account from John Hoffmaster 
  $200 - for the boys’ basketball account from the Sportsmanship Dinner Committee 
 
Virtual  Recommended approving the Proximity Learning Contract for a virtual  
Teacher teacher. 
 
Excessive Recommended acknowledging receipt of Excessive Education Fund Transfer  
Transfer Notice from the Indiana Department of Education. 
 
Resolution Recommended approving the joint resolution between Lake Ridge New Tech  
  Schools and the American Federation of Teachers Local 662 in Opposition of  
  Indiana House Bill 1005, Senate Bill 412, Senate Bill 413. 
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  Dr. Shirley recommended approval of the new business items. 

 
   Mr. Evans moved.  Mrs. Osteen seconded.   
   
   Dr. Shirley thanked everyone who recently made donations. 
 

  Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Buckley – Aye, Mr. Evans – aye, Mr.  
    Johnson – aye, Mrs. Osteen – aye, Mr. Diehl - aye.  With a vote of 5 - ayes and 0  

   - nays, motion carried. 
 

Old Business 
 

      Salary  Recommended approving the 2020-2021 administrative assistant and  
            Increase  administration raises retroactive to the start of their contract. 
 
   Mrs. Osteen moved.  Mr. Diehl seconded.   
    
   Mr. Evans called for a roll call vote: Mr. Buckley – Aye, Mr. Evans – aye, Mr.  

  Johnson – aye, Mrs. Osteen – aye, Mr. Diehl - aye.  With a vote of 5 - ayes and 0  
  - nays, motion carried 
 

  
 Discussion  Mr. Johnson opened the floor to the community. 
 
   There were no comments from the community. 
 
 Discussion  Mr. Johnson opened the floor to the Board. 
 
   Mr. Evans thanked everyone for attending tonight’s meeting.  Mr. Evans expressed  
   his condolences to the Lowe family at the passing of a former Board President, Mr.  
   Rick Lowe.  Mr. Evans said, “Rick was also very active in Longfellow Little  
   League.”   
 
   Mr. Buckley thanked everyone for attending tonight’s meeting.  Mr. Buckley  
   expressed his deepest condolences to the Lowe family at the passing of the former  
   Board President, Mr. Rick Lowe.  Mr. Buckley said, “Rick was a cornerstone in  
   the community and a friend of mine.  He will be greatly missed.”   
 
   Mrs. Osteen thanked everyone for attending tonight’s meeting.  Mrs. Osteen  
   thanked the entire staff of Lake Ridge New Tech Schools for all of the hard work  
   that they do.  Mrs. Osteen said, “Your hard work is very much appreciated.” 
   Mrs. Osteen concluded by expressing her condolences to the Lowe family at the  
   recent passing of former Board President, Mr. Rick Lowe. 
 
   Mr. Diehl thanked everyone for attending tonight’s meeting.  Mr. Diehl said,  
   “Your presence is appreciated.”  Mr. Diehl expressed his condolences to the Lowe  
   family at the passing of former Board President Mr. Rick Lowe.  Mr. Diehl said,  
   “Losing a loved one is never easy.” 
   Mr. Diehl said, “I appreciate everything the administrators, teachers, and staff do.   
   All of your hard work is noticed.” 
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   Mr. Wilkerson thanked everyone for attending tonight’s meeting.  Mr. Wilkerson  
   expressed his condolences to the Lowe family at the passing of former Board  
   President Mr. Rich Lowe.  Mr. Wilkerson said, “I knew Rick for many years.  He  
   was a cornerstone of this community and will be greatly missed.”  
   Mr. Wilkerson thanked the Board and Teachers Union for joining together in the  
   Resolution to oppose House Bill 1005.  Mr. Wilkerson said, “This is probably one  
   of the most odious bills to come across the General Assemblies floor in quite a  
   while.  It will essentially create two separate school systems in the state of Indiana.   
   One system that will have to abide by accountability and transparency and one that  
   does not!  Public funds should go to public education.” 
 
   Dr. Shirley expressed her condolences to the Lowe family at the recent passing of  
   former Board President Mr. Rick Lowe.  Dr. Shirley said, “Rick Lowe served on  
   this Board for many years.  He will be missed.  I know it is a great loss to the  
   community. “ 
   Dr. Shirley thanked the Union for joining us on the Resolution to oppose House  
   Bill 1005, Senate Bill 412, and Senate Bill 413.  These bills are detrimental and  
   harmful to public education.  We appreciate that the Union is joining forces with  
   us and standing as one.” 
   Dr. Shirley informed everyone that tonight, after the Board Meeting, she will be on  
   WLTH, 1370 on the AM radio dial to discuss that Lake Ridge New Tech Schools  
   will be a COVID-19 vaccine site on March 20 and 21, 2021.  Dr. Shirley said,  
   “We are not showing on the vaccine registration site yet however, in the next few  
   days the community will receive information, from us, that Calumet New Tech  
   High School is a COVID-19 vaccine site.  When you receive this information you  
   need to register as soon as possible.  We will have 400 shots for Saturday and 400  
   shots for Sunday.  It will be the Johnson and Johnson Vaccine that requires only  
   one dosage.  Our goal is to develop herd immunity for this community which will  
   keep students and staff safe.  I wish to thank Governor Holcomb, Dr. Box, Senator  
   Melton, and Dr. Walker.  They all played an important role in Calumet becoming a  
   vaccination site.”  Dr. Shirley concluded by thanking the Board for recognizing the  
   value and work of this administrative team, as well as, the rest of the Lake Ridge  
   New Tech Team. 
 
   Mr. Johnson thanked everyone for attending tonight’s meeting.  Mr. Johnson  
   expressed his condolences to the Lowe family at the recent passing of former  
   Board President Mr. Rick Lowe.  Mr. Johnson said, Rick and I met many years ago  
   through little league.  He was a good guy.  I will keep the Lowe family in my  
   prayers.” 
   Mr. Johnson congratulated the Boys’ Basketball Team for making it to sectionals  
   championship game.  Mr. Johnson said, “They came up short to Hammond High,  
   who is actually number one in the state.  Calumet put up a great effort.  This is the  
   fourth year in a row that the Boys’ Basketball Team has made it to the sectional  
   championship game.  Kudo’s to Coach Nelson and the team.” 
   Mr. Johnson thanked the teacher’s union for joining our resolution in opposition to  
   House Bill 1005, Senate Bill 412, and Senate Bill 413.  Mr. Johnson said, “I have  
   been doing work against this through the Northwest Indiana Coalition for Public  
   Education.  I am glad that the teacher’s union is joining us in this opposition.” 
   
    

Adjournment  Mr. Evans moved to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 6:28 PM.   
 


