Natalia Independent School District
Student Drug Testing Policy
2022-2023

Student Drug Testing Program Rational

Natalia ISD has a vital interest in maintaining a safe and healthy environment for all of its
students. The District understands that the use of illegal drugs poses serious health and safety
risks to the user, those associated with the user, and potentially to the public.

The District has determined a need to implement a program of random drug testing of students
in grades 9-12 as a condition of their participation in competitive extracurricular activities and/or
as a condition of obtaining/maintaining a permit to park on campus. Competitive extracurricular
activities for which testing is required include all UIL activities and other activities approved by
the District as extracurricular. Competitive extracurricular activities are those that are school-
sponsored, school-related, competitive activities including elective offices, and participation in
clubs, teams, or organizations. Any student wishing to drive a vehicle on campus or to secure a
school parking permit is required to participate in the random drug testing program.

Objectives

The drug-testing program shall not be designed as a punitive measure with the intent of
identifying and punishing those who may use illegal drugs and/or performance-enhancing drugs.
Rather, the following objectives shall serve as the foundation for the program.

1. To ensure the health and safety of all students who represent the District in competitive
extracurricular activities and students who desire parking permit privileges;

2. To serve as a deterrent to the use of illegal drugs and/or performance-enhancing drugs
among the student body;

3. To offer students a credible means to resist peer pressure as it relates to the use of
illegal drugs and/or performance-enhancing drugs;

4. To provide a ready resource for support and assistance to any student who may be
using illegal drugs and/or performance-enhancing drugs.

Applicability

This policy shall apply to all district students in grades 9-12 as a condition of participation in
competitive extracurricular activities and/or as a condition of obtaining/maintaining a permit to
park on campus.

Distribution of Policy

The District shall provide each parent/guardian and student a copy of the drug testing policy and
consent form prior to the student's participation in an affected activity.

The District shall conduct a meeting with the parent/guardian and interested student participants
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at the beginning of the fall semester. District employees shall explain the drug testing program
and review the policy and consent form.

Student attendance at the orientation meeting is mandatory; however, parent/guardian
attendance at an orientation meeting is not mandatory but is highly recommended.

Student and Parent Consent

Before a student may be allowed to participate in competitive extracurricular activities and/or
obtain/maintain a permit to park on campus, the student and the parent/guardian must present
written consent to the testing.

Random Testing

All students in grades 9-12 who intend to participate in competitive extracurricular activities
and/or obtain/maintain a permit to park on campus during the course of the school year are
subject to random drug testing. This pool of students shall be subject to random testing at a
frequency and at a rate to be determined by the school administration. Students shall not receive
prior notice of the testing date or time.

Tampering or Refusal to Test

A student who refuses to be tested when selected or who is determined to have tampered with a
sample (i.e., specimen substituted) shall be deemed to have a positive test result and shall be
subject to the appropriate consequences depending on the previous positive test if any.

Use of Results

Test results shall be used only to determine eligibility for participation in competitive
extracurricular activities and on-campus driving privileges during the instructional day. Positive
drug test results shall not be used to impose disciplinary sanctions or academic penalties.

Nevertheless, nothing in this policy shall limit or affect the application of state law, local policy,
or the Student Code of Conduct. A student who commits a disciplinary offense shall be subject
to consequences in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct.

Testing Procedures and Protocol

The District shall contract for drug-screening services through a third-party administrator, who
will contract with a SAMHSA Certified Laboratory, and all testing shall be conducted by
qualified laboratory personnel in accordance with accepted practices and procedures established
by the contracted laboratory. Testing shall be accomplished by urinalysis using accepted
immunological screening procedures; a chain of custody documentation shall be maintained
throughout the collection and testing processes.

Any specimens that test positive shall be confirmed by Gas Chromatography/Mass Spectrometry
(GC/MS) testing methodology.

The vendor with whom the District contracts for drug testing shall provide the services of a
certified medical review officer (MRO). The MRO shall, as well, agree to abide by the
procedures established by the District for the evaluation and timely reporting of any positive
tests.

In the case of a confirmed positive test, the MRO or an authorized representative shall attempt



to contact the parent/guardian within one school day of having received the results. Should the
MRO be unsuccessful in initial attempts to contact the parent/guardian within the time specified,
the District shall provide assistance in locating the parent/guardian. In such cases, the parties
should only assume that the contact is for the purpose of responding to routine questions
associated with the follow-up of any test. Upon verification of a positive test, the MRO or
representative shall report the result to the Superintendent or designee within one school day
after confirmation with the parent/guardian.

Confidentiality

The collection and coding of specimen samples shall be executed in a manner that ensures proper
identification and total confidentiality.

Test results shall be confidential and shall be disclosed to the student, the student's
parents/guardians, the sponsor of the student's extracurricular activity(ies), the campus parking
permit official when applicable, and only those designated District officials who need the
information in order to administer the testing program and assist those requesting help. Test
results shall not be maintained with a student's academic record.

Test results shall be released only upon written request of a parent/guardian or to a student who
is of legal age. Test results shall be destroyed within 60 days of when the student graduates. If
the student withdraws before graduation and does not return, records shall be destroyed when
the student reaches 19 years of age.

The vendor, laboratory, and MRO shall be prohibited from releasing any statistical information
relating to the nature or rate of any positive tests that result from the testing program to any
person, organization, news publication, or the media without the expressed written consent of
the District. The vendor shall, however, provide the District with a report, at least once per
semester, that includes the number of tests performed during the specified period, the rate of
both positive and negative results, and a list of the substances identified from any positive
specimens.

Screening Parameters

For purposes of this policy, the term drug shall be defined as any substance considered illegal
by either federal or Texas law or that is controlled by the United States Food and Drug
Administration including but not limited to the following: Amphetamines/methamphetamines
(speed, uppers, diet pills), Barbiturates (downers, sleeping pills), Benzodiazepines (Valium,
Librium), Cannabinoid (marijuana), Cocaine metabolite, Ethanol (alcohol), Hallucinogens
(LSD), Opiates (heroin, morphine, codeine), Phencyclidine (PCP, angel dust), Propoxyphene
(Darvon), Anabolic steroids (performance-enhancing drugs).

The District shall reserve the right to test for any and all illegal or controlled substances as
determined at the discretion of the District.

Invalid Test Results

The vendor, laboratory, and MRO will notify the District of any canceled specimen due to an
Invalid Test finding. Upon receiving notification of an Invalid test, the principal shall notify the
student and parent/guardian. The participant shall then undergo drug testing at the next testing
date.



Positive Test Results

An initial positive test shall be confirmed by a second test of the same specimen before being
reported as positive.

Upon receiving results of a positive test, the testing laboratory shall notify the student and the
student's parent/guardian if the student is under the age of 18. If the parent/guardian contends
there is a medical explanation for a positive test, the student or parent/guardian must notify the
testing laboratory and provide the medical documentation to the laboratory within five school
days from the time they were initially notified. If not, the positive result shall stand.

Upon receiving the results of a positive drug test, the principal shall schedule a meeting with the
student, parent/guardian, and the athletic director or sponsor of the competitive extracurricular
activity to review the test results and discuss consequences.

Consequences

The consequences of positive test results shall be cumulative through the student's
enrollment in the District. A student who has a confirmed positive test shall be
subject to the following consequences:

First Offense

The student shall be suspended from any competitive extracurricular activity or driving
privileges or off-campus privileges during the instructional day for 4 calendar weeks
commencing on the date the District is notified of the positive test results.

Second Offense

The student shall be suspended from any competitive extracurricular activity or driving
privileges or off-campus privileges during the instructional day for 18 calendar weeks
commencing on the date the District is notified of the positive test results.

Third Offense

The student shall be suspended from participation in any competitive extracurricular activity
and/or parking permit privileges or off-campus privileges during the instructional day for 36
calendar weeks commencing on the date the District is notified of the positive test results.

During the period of suspension, the student may participate in practices, but not in any
performances or competitive activities. A medical release shall be required prior to practicing
with a team.

The District shall provide the student and parent/guardian information regarding external
agencies that provide substance abuse education or counseling upon request.

The participant shall be required to show proof of attendance in a certified drug-abuse program
or to show proof of private drug-abuse counseling; however, any cost of such external services
shall be the responsibility of the student and/or parent/guardian.

The participant shall undergo drug testing at each testing date for one year (12 months). If the



results of the subsequent tests are negative, the participant shall be eligible to participate in
performances, competitions, activities, and/or regain driving privileges at the end of the 90-
calendar day suspension period. A positive result in the subsequent drug testing shall count as a
third offense.

Proof of counseling and testing must be provided to the principal prior to the revocation of the
suspension.

The MRO may use quantitative results to determine if positive results on repeat testing indicated
the recent use of illicit or banned substances or the natural decline of levels of illicit or banned
substances from the body. If the MRO feels the quantitative levels determined to be above the
established cutoffs do not reflect current use by natural decay, then a negative result may be
reported.

End of Semester Suspensions

If the student's suspension from participation for a first or second offense is not completed by
the end of the second semester, the student shall complete the assigned period of suspension
during the first semester of the following school year and/or at the beginning of fall competitive
extracurricular practices/activities.

Withdrawal

If the student is suspended from participation in any competitive extracurricular activity but
withdraws from the competitive extracurricular activity prior to completing the requirements
contained in FIRST OFFENSE, or SECOND OFFENSE, as applicable, the student must
complete such requirements prior to participation in any competitive extracurricular activity.

Appeals for Positive Results

Should a student and/or parent/guardian elect to appeal a positive test result, the second half of
the specimen in question may be tested by a laboratory agreed upon by the District. In such
cases, the student and/or parent/guardian shall assume responsibility for payment of all fees
related to the second test. A written request to appeal a positive test result must be submitted to
the Superintendent or designee within five working days from the first notification from the
MRO or an authorized representative of the results. The student shall be ineligible for
participation in competitive extracurricular activities while the appeal is pending.

Appeals-Student and Parent Complaint

A student and/or parent/guardian may appeal a decision made under this policy to the
Superintendent's designee by filing a written complaint according to the provisions and
timelines as set forth in policy FNG(LOCAL). The student shall be ineligible for participation
in competitive extracurricular activities while the appeal is pending.
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FNF (LOCAL)-A2
STUDENT RIGHTS AND
RESPONSIBLITIES INVESTIGATIONS
AND SEARCHES

Questioning Students District officials may question a student
regarding the student’s own conduct or the
conduct of other students. In the context of
school discipline, students may not refuse
to answer questions based on a right not
to incriminate themselves.

District Property For provisions pertaining to student questioning
by law enforcement officials or other state or
local governmental authorities, see
GRA(LOCAL).

Desks, lockers, District-provided technology,
and similar items are the property of the
District and are provided for student use as a
matter of convenience. District property is
subject to search or inspection at any time
without notice. Students have no expectation

Searches in General of privacy in District property. Students shall
be fully responsible for the security and
contents of District property assigned to them.
No student shall place or keep in a desk,
locker, District-provided technology, or similar
item any article or material prohibited by law,
District policy, or the Student Code of
Conduct. Students shall be responsible for
any prohibited item found on District property
provided to the student.

District officials may conduct searches of
students, their belong- ings, and their
vehicles in accordance with state and
federal law and District policy. Searches of
students shall be conducted in a
reasonable and nondiscriminatory manner.

Reasonable- Suspicion Searches

Suspicionless Searches District officials may initiate a search in

accordance with law, including, for example,

Metal Detector Searches based on reasonable suspicion, voluntary
consent, or pursuant to District policy
providing for suspicionless security
procedures, including the use of metal
detectors.

In accordance with the Student Code of
Conduct, students are responsible for
prohibited items found in their possession,



including items in their personal belongings or
in vehicles parked on District property.

Searches should be reasonable at their
inception and in scope. If there is reasonable
suspicion to believe that searching a student’s
person, belongings, or vehicle will reveal
evidence of a violation of the Student Code of
Conduct, a District official may conduct a
search in accordance with law and District
regulations.

Use of Trained Dogs

Random Drug- Testing Program

Appeal

For purposes of this policy, a suspicionless
search is a search carried out based on lawful
security procedures, such as metal detector
searches or random drug testing.

In order to maintain a safe and disciplined
learning environment, the District reserves
the right to subject students to metal
detector searches when entering a District
campus and at off-campus, school-
sponsored activities.

The District reserves the right to use trained
dogs to conduct screening for concealed
prohibited items. Such procedures shall be
unannounced. The dogs shall not be used
with students; however, students may be
asked to leave personal belongings in an
area that will be screened. If a dog alerts to
an item or an area, it may be searched by
District officials.

The District requires the random drug testing
of any student in grades 6—12 who chooses
to participate in school-sponsored
extracurricular activities or request a permit
to park a vehicle on school property.

The Superintendent shall develop
regulations for the implementation of the
Districts random student drug-testing
program that ad- dress the following:

1.  Covered activities and purpose of the
program;

2. Written consent and confidentiality of
results;

3.  Testing procedures and collection
process; and

4. Applicable consequences.

A student or parent may appeal a decision
made under the random drug-testing program
in accordance with FNG(LOCAL). The
student shall be ineligible for participation in
extracurricular activities or reinstatement of
parking privileges while the appeal is
pending.



Natalia ISD
Random Student Drug Testing Permission Form

Required for: Parking Permit & Extracurricular Activity Participation

Parent:

Campus

Student’s Legal First Name (Please Print)
Student’s Legal Last Name (Please Print)

Please initial all that apply Athlete

Parking _

*Extra-Curricular

*Applies to band, cheer, clubs, FFA, UIL activities,

Date of Birth Student ID #

etc.

AS A STUDENT:

» Inderstand and agree that participation in extracurricular activities and/or the ability to purchase a parking
permit are voluntary and a privilege. | understand that as part of my voluntary participation in extracurricular
activities and/or parking on campus, | am also consenting to participation in the school district’s Random
Student Drug Testing program. Permission for student drug testing shall be effective as long as the student
is enrolled at the District campus designated on the permission form and participates in extracurricular
activities and/or parks on campus as provided in policy FNF Local.

| understand that if | decline to consent to participation in the Random Student Drug Testing program that |
will be unable to participate in extracurricular activities or purchase a parking permit in the Natalia
Independent School District.

AS A PARENT/GUARDIAN/CUSTODIAN:

| 2

| have read policy FNF (LOCAL) and understand that my child’s participation in extracurricular activities and
[ or his/her ability to purchase a parking permit is voluntary and a privilege. | understand that as part of my
child’s voluntary participation in extracurricular activities and/or the purchase of a parking permit, | am
consenting to his/her participation in the school district's Random Student Drug Testing program. Permission
for student drug testing shall be effective as long as the student is enrolled at the District campus designated
on the permission form and participates in extracurricular activities and/or parks on campus as provided in
policy FNF Local.

| understand that if | decline to consent to my child’s participation in the Random Student Drug Testing
program, my child will be unable to participate in extracurricular activities or purchase a campus

parking permit in the Natalia Independent School District.

As evidenced by my signature below, | hereby consent to allow the student named above to undergo random
drug testing for the presence of alcohal, illicit drugs and/or banned substances in accordance with applicable
Board policy. | understand that the urine collection process will be overseen by a qualified vendor and that
samples will be sent to a certified medical laboratory for testing, and that samples will be coded for
confidentiality. | hereby consent to the vendor selected by the Natalia Independent School District, its
laboratory, doctors, employees, and/or agents to perform urinalysis testing for the detection of alcohol, illicit
drugs and/or banned substances, and to confer with any necessary third parties regarding the results in
order to confirm the results of the urinalysis. | further understand and consent to the vendor selected by
Natalia Independent School District, its doctors, employees, and/or agents, to release results of tests to the
Natalia Independent School District in accordance with Board policy.

PRINTED NAME Parent/Guardian/Custodian Daytime Phone Number
SIGNATURE Parent/Guardian/Custodian Date
STUDENT SIGNATURE Date

You must return the completed form to your campus
administrator.

Signature of Coach/Sponsor/Principal Date
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