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Funding of Charter Schools 

 

The District used guidelines outlined in F.S.1002.33, Section (17) - CHARTER SCHOOLS FUNDING 

guide administrative procedures for distribution of funds to charter schools in the district.  The Statute 

in its entirety may be found electronically at the link below: 

 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-

1099/1002/1002.html  

 

F.S.1002.33, Section (17)-Charter School Funding  

(17) FUNDING.—Students enrolled in a charter school, regardless of the sponsorship, shall be 

funded as if they are in a basic program or a special program, the same as students enrolled in other 

public schools in a school district. Funding for a charter lab school shall be as provided in s. 1002.32. 

(a) Each charter school shall report its student enrollment to the sponsor as required in s. 1011.62 

and in accordance with the definitions in s. 1011.61. The sponsor shall include each charter school’s 

enrollment in the sponsor’s report of student enrollment. All charter schools submitting student record 

information required by the Department of Education shall comply with the Department of Education’s 

guidelines for electronic data formats for such data, and all sponsors shall accept electronic data that 

complies with the Department of Education’s electronic format. 

(b)1. The basis for the agreement for funding students enrolled in a charter school shall be the sum 

of the school district’s operating funds from the Florida Education Finance Program as provided in s. 

1011.62 and the General Appropriations Act, including gross state and local funds, discretionary lottery 

funds, and funds from the school district’s current operating discretionary millage levy; divided by total 

funded weighted full-time equivalent students in the school district; and multiplied by the weighted full-

time equivalent students for the charter school. Charter schools whose students or programs meet the 

eligibility criteria in law are entitled to their proportionate share of categorical program funds included 

in the total funds available in the Florida Education Finance Program by the Legislature, including 

transportation, and the evidence-based reading allocation. Total funding for each charter school shall 

be recalculated during the year to reflect the revised calculations under the Florida Education Finance 

Program by the state and the actual weighted full-time equivalent students reported by the charter school 

during the full-time equivalent student survey periods designated by the Commissioner of Education. 

For charter schools operated by a not-for-profit or municipal entity, any unrestricted current and capital 

assets identified in the charter school’s annual financial audit may be used for other charter schools 

operated by the not-for-profit or municipal entity within the school district. For charter schools operated 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1002/1002.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1002/1002.html
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by a not-for-profit entity, any unrestricted current or capital assets identified in the charter school’s 

annual audit may be used for other charter schools operated by the not-for-profit entity which are 

located outside of the originating charter school’s school district, but within the state, through an 

unforgivable loan that must be repaid within 5 years to the originating charter school by the receiving 

charter school. Unrestricted current assets shall be used in accordance with s. 1011.62, and any 

unrestricted capital assets shall be used in accordance with s. 1013.62(2). 

2.a. Students enrolled in a charter school sponsored by a state university or Florida College System 

institution pursuant to paragraph (5)(a) shall be funded as if they are in a basic program or a special 

program in the school district. The basis for funding these students is the sum of the total operating funds 

from the Florida Education Finance Program for the school district in which the school is located as 

provided in s. 1011.62 and the General Appropriations Act, including gross state and local funds, 

discretionary lottery funds, and funds from each school district’s current operating discretionary millage 

levy, divided by total funded weighted full-time equivalent students in the district, and multiplied by the 

full-time equivalent membership of the charter school. The Department of Education shall develop a tool 

that each state university or Florida College System institution sponsoring a charter school shall use for 

purposes of calculating the funding amount for each eligible charter school student. The total amount 

obtained from the calculation must be appropriated from state funds in the General Appropriations Act 

to the charter school. 

b. Capital outlay funding for a charter school sponsored by a state university or Florida College 

System institution pursuant to paragraph (5)(a) is determined pursuant to s. 1013.62 and the General 

Appropriations Act. 

(c) Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. 8061 s. 10306, all charter schools shall receive all federal funding for 

which the school is otherwise eligible, including Title I funding, not later than 5 months after the charter 

school first opens and within 5 months after any subsequent expansion of enrollment. Unless otherwise 

mutually agreed to by the charter school and its sponsor, and consistent with state and federal rules and 

regulations governing the use and disbursement of federal funds, the sponsor shall reimburse the charter 

school on a monthly basis for all invoices submitted by the charter school for federal funds available to 

the sponsor for the benefit of the charter school, the charter school’s students, and the charter school’s 

students as public school students in the school district. Such federal funds include, but are not limited 

to, Title I, Title II, and Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) funds. To receive timely 

reimbursement for an invoice, the charter school must submit the invoice to the sponsor at least 30 days 
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before the monthly date of reimbursement set by the sponsor. In order to be reimbursed, any expenditures 

made by the charter school must comply with all applicable state rules and federal regulations, 

including, but not limited to, the applicable federal Office of Management and Budget Circulars; the 

federal Education Department General Administrative Regulations; and program-specific statutes, 

rules, and regulations. Such funds may not be made available to the charter school until a plan is 

submitted to the sponsor for approval of the use of the funds in accordance with applicable federal 

requirements. The sponsor has 30 days to review and approve any plan submitted pursuant to this 

paragraph. 

(d) Charter schools shall be included by the Department of Education and the district school board 

in requests for federal stimulus funds in the same manner as district school board-operated public 

schools, including Title I and IDEA funds and shall be entitled to receive such funds. Charter schools 

are eligible to participate in federal competitive grants that are available as part of the federal stimulus 

funds. 

(e) Sponsors shall make timely and efficient payment and reimbursement to charter schools, 

including processing paperwork required to access special state and federal funding for which they may 

be eligible, including the timely review and reimbursement of federal grant funds. Payments of funds 

under paragraph (b) shall be made monthly or twice a month, beginning with the start of the sponsor’s 

fiscal year. Each payment shall be one-twelfth, or one twenty-fourth, as applicable, of the total state and 

local funds described in paragraph (b) and adjusted as set forth therein. For the first 2 years of a charter 

school’s operation, if a minimum of 75 percent of the projected enrollment is entered into the sponsor’s 

student information system by the first day of the current month, the sponsor shall distribute funds to the 

school for the months of July through October based on the projected full-time equivalent student 

membership of the charter school as submitted in the approved application. If less than 75 percent of 

the projected enrollment is entered into the sponsor’s student information system by the first day of the 

current month, the sponsor shall base payments on the actual number of student enrollment entered into 

the sponsor’s student information system. Thereafter, the results of full-time equivalent student 

membership surveys shall be used in adjusting the amount of funds distributed monthly to the charter 

school for the remainder of the fiscal year. The payments shall be issued no later than 10 working days 

after the sponsor receives a distribution of state or federal funds or the date the payment is due pursuant 

to this subsection. With respect to federal grant funds submitted for reimbursement, the sponsor shall 

have 60 calendar days from the date of the submission to reimburse the charter school if the submission 
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provides all the necessary information to qualify for reimbursement. If a warrant for payment is not 

issued within 10 working days after receipt of funding by the sponsor or within 60 calendar days after 

an approved submittal for reimbursement of federal grant funds, the sponsor shall pay to the charter 

school, in addition to the amount of the scheduled disbursement, interest at a rate of 1 percent per month 

calculated on a daily basis on the unpaid balance from the expiration of the 10 working days or 60 

calendar days for the reimbursement of federal grant funds, until such time as the warrant is issued. The 

district school board may not delay payment to a charter school of any portion of the funds provided in 

paragraph (b) based on the timing of receipt of local funds by the district school board. 

(f) Funding for a virtual charter school shall be as provided in s. 1002.45(6). 

(g) To be eligible for public education capital outlay (PECO) funds, a charter school must be located 

in the State of Florida. 

(h) A charter school that implements a schoolwide standard student attire policy pursuant to s. 

1011.78 is eligible to receive incentive payments. 

 


