OWOSSO PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Board of Education Minutes
Regular Board Meeting
August 27, 2025
Report 25-37

Present: Adam Easlick, Nick Henne, Rick Mowen, Shelly Ochodnicky, John Pappas, Olga Quick, Marlene
Webster

Absent: None

President Webster called the Board of Education Meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. The meeting was held at
the Washington Campus Administration Building, 645 Alger St, Owosso, M| 48867.

Pledge of Allegiance

Building Reports

Student Representative Report — Presented by Aubrey Reeves for Paige Davis, noting high participation
in back-to-school activities, strong early athletic results, and Homecoming game scheduled for October 3
and the Homecoming Dance scheduled for October 4.

Board Correspondence

Superintendent Brooks and the Board recognized Food Service employee Christine Tobey for 24 years of
dedicated service. Christine began in 2001 as a substitute and quickly became a permanent staff
member, known for her warm smile and commitment to students. She now looks forward to spending
time with her grandchildren and family. The Board thanked Christine and presented her with a gift of
appreciation.

Superintendent Brooks introduced Mikki Droste from Venture, Inc., who updated the Board on
redevelopment plans for the former Middle School. She explained current funding efforts, including
pursuit of a State Land Bank Blight-Reduction Grant for roof replacement. Board members discussed
affordability, timelines, and community impact.

Superintendent Brooks reported a positive start to the 2025-26 school year. Parent orientations and
open houses at all buildings were well attended, and kindergarten transition days supported students
and families. In athletics, Girls Golf has broken two school records and opened the season 4-0. He
highlighted the new Owosso Trojans mobile app, which provides athletics and performing arts schedules
and integrates with transportation for real-time updates. At the high school, U.S. News & World Report
ranked Owosso third in Shiawassee County, with a 92% graduation rate and the county’s highest college
readiness score (21.2). Career and Technical Education participation includes 39 students attending
RESD programs; including U of M—Flint Early College brings the total to 47. At OMS, class meetings and a
new-student breakfast welcomed students from across Michigan and beyond; all sixth graders received
Owosso MS shirts. Lincoln received donated backpacks and cupcakes from the VFW; Bryant held a
back-to-school flag ceremony; Central reported strong transportation operations and announced
“Donuts with Grown-Ups” on September 18; and Emerson’s fifth-grade patrols are underway. Bentley
Bright Beginnings opened with preschoolers and introduced Millie, a new therapy dog. Food Service






