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FROM THE DESK OF TOD HUG: 

 

 

 

UPDATE ON THE SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION PROJECT: 

 

Wow!  What a busy, busy year this has been!  The construction of the new K-12 school building was completed 

mid-year, with ongoing punch lists continuing as we progress with the “break-in” of the various systems in the 

new facility.  As I reflect on the past school year, I believe the children (and staff) attending school during this 

transition from old building to new building have learned far and above what other children (and staff) could 

ever have hoped during a single year of education: 

 

Observing the construction of the new building while doing their best to learn in the old building, preparing for 

the big, mid-year move into the new building, assisting their teachers with the move, learning new daily 

routines, responding to change in a rational manner, and for many high school students who drive, trying to find 

a place to park and then traverse the site-work to walk into the school!  These are all learning experiences that 

they never would have had in a “normal’ school year. 

 

Those of you reading this newsletter who were attending school back in the early 1970s who woke up one 

morning to learn that your school had been destroyed by fire during the night have had similar experiences.  The 

circumstances at that time surely added more anxiety to the situation.  The school fire and the ensuing 

challenges is not an experience that you would wish upon any community, yet, you all recall the memories, both 

good and bad, associated with that tragic time. 

 

Through all of the inconveniences of the past 3 years, I truly believe we are all better-off for it and have learned 

from the process.  I know I have both from a professional and personal standpoint.  The future is definitely 

bright for the school district. 

 

I am happy to report that, if all goes as planned, when the students return on September 4th these inconveniences 

will be behind us.  Of course, there will still be new things to learn and new routines to respond to, but we will 

have parking lots, we will have sidewalks and we will be excited to have a new state-of-the-art school, with a 

wonderful campus to go along with it! 

 

The project is still on schedule for completion by the end of August, 2018.  We have the formal dedication of 

the project scheduled for Sunday, August 26th.  The start-time has yet to be determined, but mark your calendars. 

 

 

STAFF CHANGES: 

 

The end of this school year marked the retirement of only one employee from our district: 

 

Sue Garretson, will be retiring after having served 29 years in the district.  We wish Sue a long and healthy 

retirement. 

 

We will have one new teacher on our staff in the fall.  Katherine Bell has been hired as an Agricultural Science 

teacher.  Katherine is an LC graduate and will be working with Mr. Readshaw in the Ag. Science Department 

and the FFA.  Please join me in welcoming Miss Bell to our school. 

 

  



7th and 8th Grade Quiz Team Winners 

     Congratulations to both the 7th and 8th 

Grade Quiz Teams for Winning the Henry 

County Quiz Team Tournament! 

     The 7th grade tournament was held on May 

9 and the 8th grade on May 10. Liberty Center 

teams competed against Holgate, St. John,  

St. Paul, and St. Augustine. 

     Members of the 8th grade team include: 

Audrey Bowers, Lucy Jones, Bryce McCloud, 

and Claire McMaster 

     Members of the 7th grade team include: 

Maddie Amstutz, Brin Baumbarger, 

Riley Benson, Meredith Bowers, 

Landen Buckland-Schultz, 

Cassie Elieff, Alexa Evans, 

Chelsea Sattler, and Julian Shoemaker 
 

Thank You to the Sponsors of the 6th Grade 

Camp Willson Trip: 

Black Swamp Plumbing and Home Repair 

Mike's Antiques 

Keller Plastering, LTD 

Mister K's Collision, Inc. 

Lakeside 

Engler, Garrow, & Roth, LTD 

Epic Vapes Express 

Garcia Surveyors, Inc. 

Hill Asphalt Paving LLC 

Hite Concrete Pumping Service 

Decant Construction 

Tigers Dairy Bar 

Dental Excellence of Napoleon 

Transtar Electric, Inc. 

Weideman Inc. 

The Henry County Bank 

Kennametal Inc. 

First Federal Bank 

KK Collision 

Naves Aviation 

QSI Fabrication Inc. 

Triple Diamond Plastics LLC 

Swanton Welding 

Charlies Automotive 

Ballas Buick GMC 

Goodville Mutual Casualty Company 

Continental Plaza Inc. 

The Shelly Holding Company 

Kelly Machine LTD 

Bretts Towing and Repair LLC 

Scott's Commercial Truck Services 

North Star Bluescope Steel LLC 

(To the right are pictures from camp.) 

 
Students in Tyra's Top Dogs class group worked 
together to build a shelter in the woods!  
 

 
Students are performing a skit as a cabin group 
for the rest of their classmates at campfire!  

 
 Darci Lynne's cabin won the campfire skit. Each 
girl earned a Golden Fuzzer for their team!  



 

Finance Office News  

By: Jenell Buenger, Treasurer 

  

PayForIt Update 

PayForIt is the online payment system we have 

used since 2004 for parents to pay for their 

children’s school lunches and fees. PayForIt 

allows parents the option of using a credit card 

or ACH to make payments, rather than sending 

cash or check with their student. PayForIt also 

allows you to automatically replenish your 

child’s lunch account as needed, as well as 

review their purchase history for the last 30 

days. 

     PayForIt charges a “Convenience Fee” for 

all transactions processed. The School District 

has paid these costs since 2004 and this year 

our fees are almost $10,000! As such, we can 

no longer afford to pay the fees. 

     As of July 1, 2018, Parents will be 

responsible for paying the “Convenience Fees” 

when they make a payment online. Credit Card 

payments for Lunch - $49.99 or less will be 

charged a $1.65 “Convenience Fee” 

Credit Card payments for Lunch - $50.00 or 

more will be charged a 3.9% “Convenience 

Fee” 

Credit Card payments for School Fees – 3.9% 

“Convenience Fee” 

All ACH payments through PayForIt will be 

charged a $1.75 “Convenience Fee” 

     For example – if you choose to use the 

PayForIt system and add $30 to your child’s 

lunch account using your credit card, you will 

be charged $30 + $1.65 Convenience Fee for a 

total charge of $31.65. If you choose to pay via 

ACH, you will pay $30 + $1.75 for a total 

charge of $31.75.   

     If you add $55 to your child’s lunch account 

using a credit card, you will be charged $55 + 

$2.15 (3.9% Convenience Fee) for a total 

charge of $57.15. If you pay $55 via ACH, you 

will pay $55 + 1.75 for a total charge of $56.75. 

      If you choose not to pay the additional 

credit card fees, you may send cash or check 

with your child to be applied to their school 

fees or lunch account 

     We have parents ask each year about how to 

transfer money from one child’s account to 

another – please  contact our Cafeteria 

Supervisor, Donna Eickholt, and she will assist 

you. (419-533-0006 or email 

deickholt@libertycenterschools.org).  Ms. 

Eickholt can answer any questions you may 

have regarding your child’s lunch account. 
 

                              Yearbook 

The 2017-18 version of the Tigeron yearbook is 

now complete and has been sent to the printer. If 

you did not reserve a copy of the book for this year, 

there will be one more opportunity to purchase a 

book in September.  Those who did order books 

will get their yearbooks once school begins in 

September.  Be sure to read the Liberty Link for 

information about buying extra books 

next September.   

 

Winners of the 2018 Liberty Center 

Education Foundation Teacher Grants.  
 

 
 
Front - Patty Hill, Jodi Biederstedt 

Back - Kathy Bishop, Karen Rettig, and Jan Dishop    

Not pictured: Stephanie Echler, Stacy Bowers, and 

Melissa Smith 

     Each teacher was awarded a $100.00 grant 

to be used on classroom needs. 

 
 

mailto:deickholt@libertycenterschools.org


 6th Grade Science Learns about SEM 

          Cassandra Pittman and Kristen Krischbaum, 

University of Toledo faculty, visited our 6th grade 

Science classes on April 12, to share the 

Universities’ Scanning Electron Microscope (SEM) 

with us. We connected via Google Hangouts with 

Kristen on campus, so that students could view the 

actual microscope, and so that the samples could be 

loaded in Toledo, so we could view them in Liberty 

Center. Students learned how the SEM works, 

discussed what researchers and local industries are 

using the SEM for, and finally had the opportunity 

to view samples of a killer wasp's compound eye, 

pollen, blood cells, and a tick.    

     More information about the S.C.O.P.E. outreach 

program can be viewed on the website below. 

 http://www.utoledo.edu/nsm/ic/instruments/ICenter

/S.C.O.P.E._Outreach.html  

 

 

 
Pictured above is Jesse Foster viewing some of the 

SEM specimens. 

 

  

                

 Spelling Bee Winners                              

     On Tuesday, February 13th, Liberty Center 

Middle School hosted their 2018 Spelling Bee. 

Top spellers were selected from each grade level. 

After 13 rounds of rigorous competition, sixth 

graders Kiersten Maas and Reese Kessler 

remained. Miss Kessler correctly spelled 

“taxidermy” for the win.    

     Both Miss Kessler and Miss Maas then 

represented Liberty Center at the Henry County 

Spelling Bee held at Patrick Henry Middle School 

on March 6. Kiersten Mass finished second place 

at the County Spelling Bee. Congratulations 

Kiersten!  

 

Miss Kessler represented Liberty Center at the 

Toledo Blade Northwest Ohio Spelling Bee held 

on March 10th.  

      

     

 
(Pictured left to right) 

Kiersten Maas, Reese Kessler 

 

 

     The Ohio Department of Education has selected Liberty Center Schools as a 2018 Purple Star designee. 

This award commends Liberty Center Schools for our outstanding commitment to serving military 

students and families in our district.  

     The Ohio Department of Education’s Superintendent, Paolo DeMaria, stated in his letter to Dr. Hug, 

“Your dedicated program truly serves as an inspiring model for other schools in Ohio to follow”.       

     Mr. Brett Green submitted the application to the Ohio Department of Education on the district’s behalf.  

Mr. Brett Green, Digital Academy Coordinator, is also a Major in the Ohio Army National Guard.          

                               

http://www.utoledo.edu/nsm/ic/instruments/ICenter/S.C.O.P.E._Outreach.html
http://www.utoledo.edu/nsm/ic/instruments/ICenter/S.C.O.P.E._Outreach.html


 

Virtual Reality in the Classroom 
Eighth graders in Mr. Steven Doseck’s class have 

been using virtual reality to learn more about their 

science topics.  Mr. Doseck uses virtual reality 

headsets and the Google Expeditions app to act as a 

guide on virtual field trips.  When students put on 

the headset, he is able to lead them through 

collections of 360 and 3D images.  He can direct 

what students are seeing and point out specific 

points of interest.  Using these headsets, students 

have been able to see erosion, deposition, earth’s 

landforms, oceanic life, and human anatomy first 

hand.  Students say it’s fun because it’s a new way 

of experiencing the topic.  Mr. Doseck agrees that it 

is a great way to peak students’ interest in the topic 

and expose them to some advanced technology to 

prepare them for the future. 

 

 

 

 Look for the L.C.H.S. Marching Band this 

Summer 

June 16: Fireman’s Festival Parade in 

Gibsonburg 

August 12: Henry County Fair Parade in 

Napoleon 

August 18: Corn Festival Parade in Swanton 

 

March Middle School Students of the Month 

 

 
Back Row: Isabell Hill, Madalyn Brogan,  

Kinze Jaqua, Jacob Fausnight, Xander Myers, 

Gavin Geahlen 

Front Row: Katelyn Carter and Cole Roth 

                          

STEM Lab 
The STEM Lab is a room in our new building that 

is equipped with materials that teachers can use to 

teach Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math 

concepts.  Hands-on materials include things like 

cardboard, foam, string, craft sticks, and magnets 

that students can use for designing and building 

challenges and projects.   There are also several 

types of building material kits such as Legos and 

K’Nex, as well as special kits designed to teach 

about electricity, circuits, and chemistry.   Below is 

a picture of Ms. Echler’s second graders using the 

Lego Story Starter kits to tell about the stories 

they’ve written.  They also used a stop motion app 

to take pictures of the different scenes and put 

together a video of their story.  You can see some of 

their videos at the following link. 

https://sites.google.com/libertycenterschools.org/ec

hlerstop-motion/home 

 

 

     

School Starts on Tuesday, September 4th 

       Be a Substitute in our School 

Details:  Teacher Pay $90.00/ day 

                Paraprofessional: $70.00/day  

To Qualify:   

Must have a Bachelor’s Degree (in any 

field) to be a teacher substitute. 

Need a High School Diploma or GED to be 

a paraprofessional substitute. 

Apply: Visit nwoesc.org/substitutes 
 

https://sites.google.com/libertycenterschools.org/echlerstop-motion/home
https://sites.google.com/libertycenterschools.org/echlerstop-motion/home


 
 

     Pictured above is artwork by Davina Fredrick, 

which will be displayed for an entire year at the 

Congressional House of Representatives Show in 

Columbus, Ohio. This is the second time L.C.H.S. 

has had a piece of art displayed at the House of 

Representatives.  

 

 
State Representative Jim Hoops,  

Davina Frederick, and Dr. Tod Hug, 

Superintendent 

     
Announcing the 2018-19 L.C.H.S. Marching 

Band Student Leadership Team 
In early May, the student leaders for the 2018-

19 L.C.H.S. Marching Band were selected. The 

candidates had to audition and interview in 

front of the band and were selected by the band 

students and Mr. Riley.  We were fortunate to 

have numerous highly qualified students which 

made this year's decisions particularly 

difficult.  Congratulations to the following 

students for earning leadership positions: 

Woodwind Leaders: EricaRae Herrick and 

Sydney Storer 

Brass Leaders: Jasmine Light and Erica 

Minnich 

Percussion Leaders: Ian Lanzer and Sam Storer 

Drum Major: Lydia Murrey 

Band Captain: Sydney Storer 

          Congratulations Band Seniors!  
     We recently graduated nine students who 

participated in the band program at Liberty 

Center throughout their middle school and high 

school experience.  This year, all of our seniors 

were not only four-year high school band 

members, but each of these students were 

eight-year members of our program, beginning 

all the way back in the 5th grade and 

continuing through their senior year.  We wish 

to congratulate Luke Cross, Seth Grine, Bailey 

Grooms, Jeremiah Kessler, Blake McGilvery, 

Sam McMaster, Kirsten Roseman, Sam 

Sanchez, and Brad Tonjes for their incredible 

dedication and service to our program! 

     Additionally, three of our band seniors 

placed in the Top 10 of the Class of 

2018!  Congratulations to #7 Jeremiah Kessler, 

#2 Sam McMaster, and #1 Brad Tonjes!  

     The Band Program wishes to extend a big 

Congratulations and Best of Luck to all 

members of the Class of 2018! 
 

Congratulations to the 2017-18 L.C. Band                 

                Award Winners! 
     Recently, the L.C. Music Department 

recognized the achievements of several 

outstanding members of our band 

program.  Some of these awards were voted on 

by fellow band students while others were 

selected by Mr. Riley or the Music 

Boosters.  Congratulations and great job to the 

following students: 

Outstanding 5th Grader: Leah Orr 

Outstanding 6th Grader: Kinze Jaqua 

Outstanding 7th Grader: Sam Zeiter 

Outstanding 8th Grader (M.S. Band)-Gabe 

Oberhaus 

M.S. Band Director’s Award-Matthew Orr 

Outstanding 8th Grader (H.S. Band)-Michael 

Romine 

Outstanding Freshman: EricaRae Herrick 

Outstanding Sophomore: Ian Lanzer 

Outstanding Junior: Lydia Murrey 

Outstanding Senior: Brad Tonjes 

Most Valuable Performer: Brad Tonjes 

H.S. Band Director's Award: Blake McGilvery 

Arion Award for Outstanding Musical 

Achievement: Sam McMaster 

Music Booster Scholarship Winners: Jeremiah 

Kessler and Sam McMaster   

 



LIBERTY CENTER ATHLETIC BOOSTERS 

2018/2019 

 

 
 

Tiger Club Membership 

Our brand new “Tiger Club” program gives individuals, families, and businesses the opportunity to 

become L.C. Athletic Booster members, at several different donation levels. These different levels (or 

“Clubs”) can be found at the bottom of this page. Members of the Bronze Club and above will have their 

names publicized in the sports programs and will also be recognized in various ways at sporting events. 

If you prefer, your donation can be made anonymously. Donating at any level makes you a Booster 

Member for the 2018-19 school year and also allows your children to apply for our $500 college 

scholarship.   

 

The Liberty Center Athletic Boosters are a not-for-profit organization that spends every dollar made to 

better the athletic experience of each student-athlete who wears the orange and black. In recent years we 

have funded or helped fund the following projects at Liberty Center Schools: 

 

Turf for Indoor Practice Facility  Basketball Shooting Machine (Dr. Dish)  

Soccer Goals and Netting  Wrestling Mats    

Tiger Timing System for Track Padded Chairs for High School Gym 

Cross Country Heart Rate Monitors    Track Pits and Tent 

Baseball Cold Weather Jackets         Cheerleading Tumbling Mats 

Football Helmet Reconditioning           Volleyball Net Poles and Padding 
 

And that’s just to name a few! We sincerely hope that you will consider joining the “Tiger Club.” The 

more participation we receive, the more we are able to give directly back to our kids.   

 

Thank you for your time and thank you in advance for your generosity! 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

(Check one and return this portion with your payment) 

o Lifetime Legends Club     $2,500 

(A one-time donation that makes you a life-time Booster Member and Legends Club Member) 

o Orange & Black Club $500  

o Stripes Club  $250 

o Silver Club  $100 

o Bronze Club  $50 

o Individual Member $5 

 

Please print your name: 

(EXACTLY as you’d like it to appear in the program) 

 

___________________________________________ 

 

Make check payable to: L.C. Athletic Boosters 

Mail check to: P.O. Box 23, Liberty Center, OH 43532 
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