
School year: 2020-2021
Dear Parent or Guardian:
Mississippi law requires a Tdap booster vaccination to enter 7th grade. Your child must have this vaccine and bring and/or fax proof of vaccine (121 form) before she/he can start 7th grade. The school can only take the 121 form only for proof.  No other forms will not be accepted.   Students can receive his/her Tdap vaccine at family dr., or at local clinics in each town, or at the Health Department. 
If you are planning on going to the Health department, please see website below and it will let you know where, when, and time the department will be available to you.           http://healthyms.com/loction.    It’s not too soon to start making plans for back to school requirements.  Make an appointment as soon as possible for your child to receive the 3 vaccines they need for protection from vaccine-preventable diseases.  Just remember the Tdap vaccine is mandated for entering into the 7th grade. I encourage you to ask for all 3 vaccines the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends for teens and preteens age 11-12 years including:
Meningococcal conjugate vaccine (MCV) protects against bacteria that cause meningitis (swelling of the lining around the brain and spinal cord) and septicemia (an infection in the blood).  Your child should receive the first dose of MCV when they are 11-12 years old.  They need a second dose at age 16.
Human papillomavirus vaccine (HPV) is the only vaccine that prevents cancer.  HPV infection is very common. All boys and girls should receive the first dose of HPV vaccine when they are 11-12 years old.  They need a booster shot in 6-12 months. 
A single booster dose of Tdap vaccine provides protection against tetanus, diphtheria, and pertussis (whooping cough).  This vaccine prevents the spread of whooping cough to babies who are too young to be protected by vaccination. 
You can make an appointment with your regular healthcare provider or local health department clinic.  Insurance providers and the MS Vaccines for Children (VFC) program make all childhood vaccinations available for all children at low to no cost.   
Sincerely, 

Robin Allen R.N.  
School Nurse
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