


COFFEE COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION
MINUTES OF 
April 9, 2026
Regular Board Meeting

A regular meeting of the Coffee County Board of Education was held on April 9, 2026, at 5:30 p.m. in the Board of Education Office, Elba, Alabama.
 
ATTENDANCE
Brian McLeod, Galen McWaters, Sherry Eddins, Mike Bailey, Rodrick Caldwell, Rhonda Strickland, Eric Payne and Superintendent: Kelly Cobb

ABSENT
None

CALL TO ORDER	
Mr. McWaters called the meeting to order. 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA
A motion was made by Mr. Bailey to adopt the agenda as presented.  A second was made by Mrs. Eddins, and it passed unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MARCH 12, 2026 
The minutes of the March 12, 2026, meeting were approved as printed.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT AND BANK/CASH RECONCILIATION FOR FEBRUARY 2026
The February 2026 financial statement and cash/bank reconciliation report were provided.

RECOGNITION OF THE LEO BROWN SCHOLARSHIP BY THE NEW BROCKTON HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
Sandy Griffin, a member of the New Brockton High School Alumni Association, recognized Mr. Leo Brown and all his accomplishments by setting up a scholarship in his honor to be awarded to a deserving student at New Brockton High School.  

DISCUSSION OF THE BID FOR THE RELOCATING OF THE PORTABLE BUILDINGS TO NEW BROCKTON HIGH SCHOOL
Mrs. Cobb informed board members that we had no bidders present for the bid for the relocating of the portable buildings to New Brockton High School, so we would be able to self-perform that project.  The project will be done in two phases and she will keep board members updated. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION
Mrs. Howell certified that an executive session was necessary to discuss pending litigation. Mr. Bailey made a motion to enter into executive session, with a second by Mrs. Strickland.  By unanimous, individual voice vote, the Board entered executive session, expected to last 10 minutes.  Executive session began at 5:42 p.m. and concluded at 5:54 p.m.  The Board reconvened at that time with Mr. McWaters, stating that no action and no vote were taken during the executive session.

STUDENT RE-ENROLLMENT
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mrs. Strickland made a motion to re-enroll student A.R., a second was made by Mr. Payne, and it passed unanimously.

PERSONNEL
Mrs. Cobb recommended that the following personnel action be approved as presented in writing:

CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL
The following resignations are recommended to be approved:
1. Ellis Landers – Band Director at New Brockton High School, effective May 22, 2026.
2. Rachel Stinson – Teacher at New Brockton High School, effective May 22, 2026.
3. Kristen Shinaberry – Teacher at New Brockton Middle School, effective May 22, 2026.
4. Jamie Wilhelm – Teacher at New Brockton Elementary School, effective May 22, 2026.
5. Alexis Caron – Teacher at New Brockton Elementary School, effective May 22, 2026.
6. Kenneth Ethan Deal – Teacher at Zion Chapel High School, effective April 10, 2026.

The following retirements are recommended to be approved:
      1.   Jason Brad Smith – TEAMS Teacher at New Brockton High School.  Mr. Smith is retiring effective June 1, 2026.   
      2.   Julie Jackson – TEAMS Teacher at Zion Chapel High School.  Ms. Jackson is retiring effective May 22, 2026.
	
The following non-renewal is recommended to be approved:
      1.  Veronica Hughes – Teacher at Zion Chapel Elementary School, effective May 22, 2206.
 
The following employments are recommended to be approved for the 2026-2027 school year:
1. Ashley Janes – Teacher at New Brockton Elementary School.
2. Destiny Coppage – TEAMS Teacher at New Brockton High School.
3. Kylie Blackstock – Band Director at New Brockton High School.
4. Jodie Jones – Teacher at New Brockton High School.


CLASSIFIED PERSONNEL
The following resignation is recommended to be approved:
1. Ashley Janes – Pre-K Auxiliary Teacher at New Brockton Elementary School.

Mr. Caldwell made a motion to approve the personnel as presented.  A second was made by Mrs. Eddins, and it passed unanimously. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Several board members congratulated Mr. Leo Brown on his recognition.  

SUPERINTENDENT’S COMMENTS
Mrs. Cobb congratulated Courtney Davidson of Zion Chapel School, who is the District One Winner for Secondary Teacher of the Year, and is now a finalist in the state’s Sweet 16 for Teacher of the Year.  She also congratulated New Brockton Middle School BETA Club for an incredible showing at the Alabama Jr. Beta State convention, earning placements in 16 different categories.  Next, Mrs. Cobb congratulated Coach Norris, Kinston School, for being named Coach of the Year for the Wiregrass by the Dothan Eagle and to Allyx Williamson for being named to the Super 12 team along with Laruen Norris earning Honorable Mention.  Mrs. Cobb informed board members that Zion Chapel School’s Band Director, Jarrett Nelson, and Principal, Jared Robison, earned a state grant in the amount of $15,000.00 through Alabama’s Ars Education Initiative.  These funds will support the band and fine arts program at Zion Chapel School.  Lastly, Mrs. Cobb reminded board members of the Awards Banquet that will be held during the May 7 meeting.

NOTICE OF NEXT REGULAR MEETING
The next regular meeting will be held on May 7, 2026, at 5:30 p.m.

ADJOURN
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.



