
ELA Supports for ELs
Analyzing English Skills for Language

Translated Resources for 
Newcomers and SLIFE Students
Bilingual Glossaries (bit.ly/biligloss)–
allowable on state tests and can help 
make vocabulary connections
The following websites provide ELA 
instruction in multiple languages:
• Khan Academy
• EngageNY
• Crash Course (YouTube subtitles 

created by native speakers)

Modifications & Scaffolds
Newcomers
A balance of translated and simplified English 
materials, read aloud to connect print and 
oral language, visuals, modeling, & review

Long Term English Learners (LTELs)
Typically need support with reading. 
Providing visuals to support text, modeling, 
and reading text aloud often help.

Intermediate
Often need support for vocabulary and syntax 
(e.g. sentence frame, graphic organizer).  

Assessment and Feedback
“Show What You Know” – The goal of accommodations on assessments for ELs is to lower 
the demands of producing or understanding English and identify gaps in content 
knowledge. Thus, the same modifications used to teach ELs are often useful in assessing.
Accommodations such as providing an alternate task for EL students, reading questions 
aloud, explaining context, providing visuals to scaffold language, using sentence stems and 
word banks, and more can be used on classroom tests. 
Differentiated Feedback – just as different students have different needs for instruction 
and assessment, the way you give feedback might differ. For LTELs, verbal feedback may be 
best. Newcomers may prefer written feedback so they can translate it. Intermediate ELs 
may need you to model the correct way to see where they made a mistake.

RL & RI  standards typically require students to demonstrate understanding of 
how texts are structured and created. For students still learning to read and write 
in English, texts can be supported with visuals, read aloud, simplified, or 
translated, and understanding can be demonstrated through pointing, dictating, 
drawing, or using sentence frames.
W – For beginning writers, writing can take the forms of drawing, dictating, or 
using sentence frames. These supports can become progressively smaller as 
students grow in their English abilities.
SL – For newcomers, writing down their thoughts before speaking can help them 
say more. Opportunities to speak and listen to native speakers using academic 
language are especially important for ELs. 
L – Many ELs lack the grammar background for some L Standards. Reviewing 
previous concepts of language can help them progress toward this standard.


