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Principal's Message
Dear St. Catherine Families,
Thank you for a great first week of school! I know it was only two days, but it may have felt more like 23 by the time it was all said and done.
I have been very impressed by how quickly our students are settling into the routines of the school year. It is also wonderful to see so many students eating breakfasts at school and arriving on time.
Our parking lot procedures have gone smoothly so far, and I hope the plans we have put in place will continue to ease congestion during drop-off and pick-up. Thank you for your cooperation and for helping us begin the year on such a positive note.
We have welcomed several new families to Little Saints, and we are fortunate to have more staff members than we did at this time last year. Counseling will also be available at our school again this year through Inspire Counseling, a private clinical practice. Mrs. Amber Sorum will work with our students in both classroom and individual settings.
These first two days have been a joyful reminder of what makes St. Catherine School special. Our students are embracing their routines, our families are supporting one another, and our community continues to give generously of its time and talents. Thank you for helping us begin the year with such positive energy!

Reminders
· CIRCLE OF FRIENDS LITTLE LEAGUE: Monday will be the first day for Circle of Friends Little League in its new space on the second floor, across from the library. Little League drop-off will take place on the north side of the building. Circle of Friends Pre-K will be in the same areas as they have been for many years, with drop-off on the south side of the GYM building. School drop-off will be in the same location: the northwest gym door near the school parking lot.
· PARKING LOT SAFETY: Please pull fully into a parking space when dropping off or picking up your child. Drive slowly and watch carefully for children. Parents often have their hands full during drop-off, and young children may run where they should not. Thank you for helping keep all our St. Catherine School, Little Saints, and Circle of Friends children safe.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]PROCARE: Nearly all our families are registered with Procare. We know some families have had issues adding payment methods, resending a PIN or password, or completing other setup steps. Thank you for notifying the office when you encounter a problem. We will send more detailed guidance next week and contact families who need help completing their accounts. Thank you   for your flexibility and patience as we begin offering digital payments.
· BAND: Information about band and instrument rental through Eckroth was sent home to fifth- and sixth-grade families. Band is a required part of our music curriculum, and we appreciate Mr. Kjelland’s experience and willingness to serve our students. If instrument rental would be a financial burden, please contact the school. We may be able to find an instrument for your child. Mr. Kjelland can be reached at tom.kjelland@k12.nd.us.
· PARENT CONTACT LIST: We are updating our parent contact list. Over the coming week, we will add any additional email addresses and ensure the information on our list is correct.
· PTO VOLUNTEERS: A school parent has generously offered to help lead the St. Catherine   School PTO. If you are willing to share your time and talents with the PTO, please let me know. I will connect you with the parent leading this effort.
· SCHOOL PROJECTS: We are seeking help with playground cleanup, repairing, or replacing the bent red playground bars, a light exterior painting project near the gym door, and painting an exterior door near the daycare. We could also use additional rocks for the playground. If you   have similar rocks at home to donate or can help with any of these projects, please let me know.


St. Catherine Spotlight
We had a wonderful turnout for our Back-to-School Night! Thank you to Handy Hardware and The Spotted Cow BBQ for helping provide supplies and to the St. Catherine School PTO for sponsoring the event.
It was a beautiful evening filled with fellowship and an opportunity to gather as a school family and community. Thank you to everyone who attended and helped make the evening such a success. Your presence and support made it a special way to begin our new school year!











Stay Connected with St. Catherine School
📍 Address: 540 3rd Ave. NE, Valley City, ND  58072
Email:  nicholas.lee1@k12.nd.us
📧
Phone: 1-701-845-1453
📞
Website:  www.stcatherine.k12.nd.us
🌐
📘 Follow Us on Facebook: St. Catherine School on Facebook

“Inspiring excellence through faith, learning, and service.”
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