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R A N D L E M A N  — 
Randleman honored 
hometown hero and 
NASCAR racing icon 
Richard Petty on Saturday 
with a statue of Petty and 
his late wife, Lynda, in the 
new Richard Petty Tribute 
Park in downtown.

The Petty family fol-
lowed a caravan of Petty 
cars with a police escort 
from the Pettyfest event 
at the Petty Museum and 
Petty’s Garage in Randle-
man to the new Richard 
Petty Tribute Park.

Bob Shackleford, a 
retired president of Ran-
dolph Community Col-

lege, said the statue and 
park had taken years to 
become a reality.

“We didn’t have to go 
around the world to get 
this statue made. We have 
a world-class sculptor 
studio right here in Sea-
grove,” he said, referring 
to Ed and Melissa Walker 
of Carolina Bronze Sculp-
ture.

Ed Walker talked about 
working with Lynda Pet-
ty’s hair stylist for two 
hours to get her hair just 
right. In the research for 
the design, Walker said, 
he was struck by how 
much these two individu-
als adored each other and 

their community.
“They were two bea-

cons of light,” he said.
After each of the Pettys’ 

children expressed their 
gratitude to their parents 
and their community, 
Richard Petty thanked the 
crowd and contributors. 
He reminded people he’d 
gone to school just a block 
from the current park.

Kyle Petty said, “It 
means the most to see my 
mama in this way and see 
her honored in her home-
town.”

The late Lynda Petty 
served on the Randolph 
County school board for 
16 years and worked tire-

lessly in other roles as 
well. Petty served on the 
Randolph County Board 
of Commissioners. The 
Petty family serves this 
small town of around 
4,600 people through their 
ser vice to community 
organizations, philanthro-
py through the Petty Fam-
ily Foundation and more. 
Both Petty and Rebecca 
Petty Moffitt have served 
on the Randolph County 
Tourism Development 
Authority board.

Rebecca Petty Moffitt 
said, “We traveled all over 
the world, and we were 
always so proud to come 
back to Randleman.”

Randleman unveils statue in honor of Pettys

HeartOfNorthCarolina.com

Randleman honored Richard Petty and his late wife, Lynda, on April 15 by unveiling a statue of the Pettys at 
the new Richard Petty Tribute Park in downtown Randleman.

BY DANIEL KENNEDY

PAXTON MEDIA GROUP

The Randolph County Schools’ proposed bud-

get for the 2023-24 school year seeks $1.43 

million in local money, a 6.39% increase from 

what the school system received from Ran-

dolph County for the current school year.

The Randolph County Board of Education 

approved the budget proposal on Monday.

The budget calls for $173,000 total in salary 

increases, $114,000 for additional SROs and 

$430,000 for a 1.5% supplemental increase for all 

classified employees.

Changes from last year to the proposed bud-

get include a matching insurance increase, a 

matching retirement increase, a legislative sala-

ry increase, charter school payments, as well as 

energy, water, garbage and fuel increases.

Superintendent Stephen Gainey indicated 

the supplemental increase, which is perhaps 

the most talked-about item of the budget cycle, 

would buoy the positions of support workers 

throughout the system. Gainey said that since 

Jan. 9, when Gainey presented preliminar y 

local budget requests to Randolph’s school 

board and the Randolph County Board of Com-

missioners, continued dialogue has prompted 

an additional proposed change.

“I feel ver y good about this additional 

request; we have a lot of workforce needs in 

the classified employee group,” Gainey said. 

“We are not unlike any other business. We are a 

business. We do have a strong business side; if 

you go into the building over there, one half of 

the building is HR and finance.”

The proposed change would not apply to any 

certified staff, principals, assistant principals, 

directors, assistant directors or supervisors.

Employees who would be af fected include 

clerical workers, general office assistants, trea-

surers data managers, administrative assistants, 

all central ser vice clerical warehouse staf f, 

delivery staf f, custodians, maintenance staf f, 

bus drivers, bus monitors, mechanics and all 

garage workers, teacher assistants, day care 

staff, school nutrition workers, crisis interven-

tion workers, distance learner staff, ISS coor-

dinators, intervention assistants, occupation-

al assistants, occupational therapists, student 

advocates and technology technicians.

The commissioners are not scheduled to 

approve a final budget until June 19. The new 

fiscal year begins July 1.

Randolph 
schools approve 
offered budget
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The N.C.  Depar t -
ment of Agriculture and 
Consumer Ser vices’ 
Standards Division has 
collected fines from 37 
stores in 22 counties, 
including two in Ran-
dolph County, because 
of excessive price-scan-
ner errors.

The department con-

ducts periodic, unan-
nounced inspections of 
price-scanner systems 
in businesses to check 
for accuracy between 
the prices adver tised 
and the prices that ring 
up at the register. If a 
store has more than a 
2% error rate on over-
charges, inspectors dis-
cuss the findings with 

the store manager and 
conduct a more inten-
sive follow-up inspection 
later.

Undercharges are 
also reported, but do not 
count against a store.

Aldi at 1318 E. Dixie 
Drive, Asheboro, paid 
$4,470 in penalt ies. 
An initial inspection in 
December 2022 found 

an error rate of 6% based 
on three overcharges in 
a 50-item lot. A follow-up 
inspection in Januar y 
found an error rate of 
3% based on nine over-
charges in a 300-item 
lot. The store passed 
inspection in March 
with no errors.

Dollar General at 2907 

Two local N.C. stores fined for pricing errors
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Make an appointment and start your journey to a healthier life TODAY!
Accepting All Major Insurance Plans including Aetna, Humana, BCBS, Health

Team Advantage and United Healthcare HMO’s.

We provide care to infants
through the elderly including
acute care, chronic care, and

annual wellness exams.

Cox Family Practice, PC.
The healthcare you receive today can improve your tomorrows!

Coxborough Professional Premises Mon.-Thurs. 8-5, Fri. 8:00-12:00 noon
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