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The mission of the Wolcott Public Schools is to

promote the academic, social, and emotional

development of all students to become contributing

members of the global community.

 

WPS UPDATES
Wolcott Public Schools 
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We hope that you and yours had a wonderful and restful Thanksgiving holiday. We would like to
welcome our newly elected Board of Education members to our team: Chris Gaffney, Nikoleta
Kollchaku, and David Therrien. Thank you for volunteering your time to serve on the Board!

We are happy to report that we are making good progress on the project to update the artificial turf,
running track, and visitors' bleachers at Wolcott High School. Thanks to the voters' support in June,
these important school and community resources will receive much-needed repairs and renovations in
the coming summer. The Field Turf Company has been selected to lead the project and they were also
the original installers of the field back in 2006. Of interest, during their presentation to the Board's
Facilities Subcommittee, Field Turf mentioned that Wolcott High School has the oldest Field Turf field
still in service in the state of Connecticut. This is a testament to our efforts to maintain and preserve
the field over the past 15 years to extend its service life. While it is impossible to predict conditions
beyond our control such as weather and supply chain issues, we are beginning this project at a good
time and are hopeful that the new field and track will be ready for the beginning of the 2022 Fall
Season.....fingers crossed. We appreciate the support of Wolcott voters to fund this important project.

From the Board Chairman
and Superintendent 

In Partnership, 

Cynthia Mancini                                      Tony Gasper, Ed.D.,

Chairman, BOE                                               Superintendent 
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Spotlight on Instruction:  
 

In order to promote the sharing of classroom instruction and to encourage a more
collaborative learning environment within our schools, the district continues to
support the practice of Learning Walks.  The Learning Walk process consists of 10-15
minute classroom visits by small groups of teachers with a specific instructional focus
in mind. This school year we are working with ACES to facilitate this process in a
series of 72 site visits. There is a specific focus area that aligns with each School
Growth Plan, which aligns directly with our District Growth Plan. A school may
choose to focus on one of sixteen indicators within the Growth plan.   Specific focus
areas at each school for the 2021-2022 school year are: 

A:3 Shows Intelectual Curiosity.
A5: Sets goals and can implement strategies to achieve them.
A6: Perseveres in the face of adversity and challenge.
B2: Deomstrates a true commitment to civic involvement and responsibility. 
B4: Can have a respectful and productive disagreement or debate. 
C1: Can read, view, understand, and communicate complex topics across multiple
subject areas. 
C2: Can form hypotheses, select, and implement strategies, execute formulas, and
check work to solve problems. 

The information gathered is useful in identifying areas of instructional strengths and
areas that are in need of more focused professional development and attention
moving forward.  

Assistant Superintendent 

Mr. Shawn Simpson 
1488 Woodtick Road 
203-879-8183
ssimpson@wolcottps.org 
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Veterans Day - To honor our military veterans, Alcott students and staff collaboratively created "U.S."

flags.  These flags were constructed by coloring individual paper pieces and then assembling them

together to create renditions of "Old Glory".  Flags were distributed throughout the Wolcott

community and can be seen at the Town Hall, Police Dept., Wolcott Ambulance, and other public

buildings.  A special thanks to AES PTO for assisting with the delivery of these flags throughout the

community. 

Science Splash - Mr. Cormier and his team of students from WHS visited AES for a week-long

afterschool program.  Grade 4 and 5 AES students were treated to live demonstrations and hands-on

experiments that covered a variety of science genres from physics and engineering to chemistry. 

 Students created catapults, studied rocketry,  and made ice cream.  Feedback from students was

overwhelmingly positive!  Thank you to Mr. Cormier and his team for visiting Alcott and showing us

how much fun science and learning can be. 

The Connecticut Lions Research Foundation - The Lions Eye Health Program visited AES and

performed eye screenings for our Pre-K students.  This free service is a preliminary process that is

helpful in the early detection of a possible eye disorder.  Thank you to those members of the Lions

Club organization that volunteered their time for this event. 

Alcott Birthday Day - Alcott PTO sponsored the celebration of all students' birthdays by treating

everyone to an ice cream.  Whether your birthday is in July, October, March, or May, students were

provided a frosty treat following their lunch to celebrate their special day.  Mr. Calabrese, students,

and staff sang "Happy Birthday" to commemorate the event.  Thank you, PTO! 

Alcott School 

Mr. Matthew Calabrese - Principal 
1490 Woodtick Road 
203-879-8160
mcalabrese@wolcottps.org 
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On November 5th, Frisbie School was honored as a 2021 National Blue Ribbon School. Frisbie’s principal,

Kimberly Murtaugh, and Taylor Palmieri, a reading specialist, represented Frisbie during the ceremony

held in Washington, D.C. 325 schools received the designation as a National Blue Ribbon School and

Frisbie School was one of the four schools honored from the state of Connecticut. Frisbie School was

nominated as an exemplary high-performing school as measured by state assessments. Frisbie School

would like to thank all stakeholders for assisting us in achieving this honor.  We look forward to

celebrating this award with the community when the weather gets warmer.  

Frisbie honored our military veterans by holding a drive-thru event on November 10th.  Students lined the

walkway, waving flags in support of our veterans as they drove through the school parking lot.  A Wall of

Remembrance was hung in the hallway for all to view to honor Frisbie family veterans and learn about

their tour of duty.   Cookie platters were donated to the town celebration held on November 11th.  The

Frisbie School community thanks all veterans for their service.

Throughout the week of Thanksgiving, the Frisbie School community shared how thankful we are for each

other by participating in various activities.  The highlight was the movement break where students were

able to show off their dance moves during a movement break with music.  Our Kindergarten students

decorated a bulletin board to share what they are thankful for during this holiday season.  Frisbie School

staff is especially thankful to the Frisbie parents for their continued support of their child's education.  

Frisbie School 

Mrs. Kimberly Murtaugh
24 Todd Road 
203-879-8146
kmurtaugh@wolcottps.org
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On Friday, November 12th the Wakelee staff and students celebrated World Kindness Day. As explained by
the Inspire Kindness website, World Kindness Day is a global day that promotes the importance of being kind
to each other, to yourself, and to the world. The purpose of this day celebrated on November 13 of each year,
is to help everyone understand that compassion for others is what binds us all together. This understanding has
the power to bridge the gap between nations.

It is my pleasure to share with you, five new staff members. Mrs. Lori Poletta is our new first-grade teacher
who has taken over for Mrs. Klemenz. Mrs. Klemenz is now our Project Explore teacher. Mr. Michael Hamel
will start on Monday, November 29th as our new special education teacher for K-2. Mrs. Daniela Cooper will
be an additional reading interventionist shared across the district. Mrs. Lauren Sirois is our new librarian,
classes have resumed visiting the library and checking out books. Mrs. Kim Bozzutto has started as our new
lunch monitor. I would like to welcome our new staff!

Wakelee School

Mrs. Deborah Osvald 
12 Hemple Drive 
203-879-8154
dosvald@wolcottps.org

 Wakelee School students made cards to distribute to veterans in honor of
Veteran's Day. On behalf of the Wakelee School community to all veterans,  
 "We thank you for your service."

 I would like to thank the Wakelee PTO for sponsoring this year’s Thank-Fall
Festival, with a special thanks to Mrs. Finke for chairing the event. We had an
amazing turnout. It was great to see the students having a great time and the
cotton candy and popcorn gave it a carnival feel! The students enjoyed the
outdoor maze which is still up to allow all students an opportunity to go through
it. The students challenged themselves with estimation jars and the "scary tent".
The blow-up slide was also a favorite of the students. 
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Mr. Joseph Norcross -Principal 
500 Todd Road 
203-879-8151
jnorcross@wolcottps.org

On Tuesday, November 16th, the Interactive Educational
Theatre Group visited Tyrrell Middle School to provide
assemblies for students in grades 7 and 8. Grade 7 students
participated in an assembly focused on anti-bullying
strategies, as well as the risks that can be associated with
social media. Grade 8 students participated in an assembly
focused on avoiding destructive decision making including
topics related to drug and alcohol use, peer pressure, and
promoting healthy relationships. The assemblies were
interactive at times and students seemed to enjoy the
presentation format.

 
Members of the Tyrrell Middle School Band provided
entertainment on the Wolcott Town Green on the evening of
November 29th at the annual Menorah lighting. Students
practiced diligently in the weeks leading up to this event to
provide music relevant to the celebration of Hanukkah.

Tyrrell Middle School 

 On November 10th, the Tyrrell Middle School community honored Veterans in social studies
classes. Students participated in a variety of activities designed to garner appreciation for the
sacrifices Veterans have made to make America such a wonderful place to enjoy life. In addition,
we would like to thank all members of the student families, faculty, and staff that provided pictures
and accompanying information related to their family or friends that have served our country.
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Wolcott High School students have been very busy this month within the school
and out and about in the community.

Elizabeth D'Ettore and Kaitlyn Oulette were selected for the All-NVL volleyball
team and Ashley Johnson and Megan Zigadto were selected for the All-Iron
volleyball team. Congratulations, ladies!

WHS Art Lab students painted a Dashing Huskies scene on a plow blade for the
Wolcott Department of Public Works to celebrate Wolcott's 225th Anniversary.

Our WHS Excel Club has been busy making lunches for the homeless, donating
catered Thanksgiving dinners from La Fortuna, writing letters to veterans abroad,
and prepping for their December charity events. 

WHS National Honor Society students hosted a successful bake sale on election
day. Funds raised will go to scholarships and community organizations.

WHS Skill's USA Club collected cans for the Veterans Vigil and Luminary. All cans
were donated to the Wolcott Food Pantry. Skills USA also volunteered their
services during election day here at WHS. Skills USA also hosted a successful
blood drive on November 15th. All slots were filled and the American Red Cross
banks were supplemented with much-needed blood.

Our Fall sports season has wrapped up and all of our athletes and teams really
appreciate the support from their fellow students and the community. We look
forward to everyone's continued support as we move into the Winter season. 

Three students were selected to represent Wolcott High School at this year's
Hugh O'Brien Youth Leadership Seminar in the spring. These students will have an
opportunity to develop their leadership skills and learn how to apply them to
become effective, ethical leaders in their home, school, workplace, and
community. Congratulations to Gia Shoban, Gianna Capaldo, and Mikaela LePage!

Wolcott High School 

Mr. Walt Drewry - Principal 
457 Bound Line Road
203-879-8164
wdrewry@wolcottps.org
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Meets Requirements is the highest rating a district can achieve! This was the direct result of
the hard-working special education teachers and support staff that makes up the Student
Services Department. So congratulations and keep up the great work you do for all of our
students!!

Here is a link to access Wolcott’s Special Education Annual Performance Report in its
entirety:

https://edsight.ct.gov/specEdAPR/2019-2020/Wolcott.pdf

Here is a link to access the Connecticut State Department of Education website:

https://edsight.ct.gov/SASPortal/main.do

Student Services 

Mr. Kevin Hollis - Director 
1488 Woodtick Road
203-879-8178
khollis@wolcottps.org

The Student Services Department was recently given some great
news from the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE).
We received a letter acknowledging the Wolcott Public Schools was
one of the districts listed in the Meets Requirements section in the
2019-2020 Annual Performance Report.

The report tracks numerous compliance indicators such as early
childhood outcomes, time with non-disabled peers, and determining
eligibility within the required time frame.
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More than 50 new cameras were installed across the district over the summer, upgrading
older analog cameras and reducing blind spots both inside and outside of each school.
During the summer months, Mercury Security also worked with IT to reconfigure the
camera servers after the network upgrade was completed. The next phase of this
initiative will include an additional server for cameras at Wolcott High School to improve
performance and replace the 43 remaining older analog cameras. 
 

Business and Operations 

Mr. Todd Bendtsen
Business Manager 
1488 Woodtick Road
203-879-8180
tbendtsen@wolcottps.org

Jessica Abbott
Facilities Director 
1488 Woodtick Road
203-879-8180
jabbott1@wolcottps.org

Facilities Update

The arrival of colder weather means snow will be right around the corner! The first taste
of snow came during Thanksgiving weekend but thankfully it didn’t accumulate. We are
prepared for the first substantial snow though – snowblowers filled up, stocked up on ice
melt, and new shovels for each school! 
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Citizens Against Substance
Abuse CASA

Mrs. Haley Brown
Project Director - CASA
457 Bound Line Road 
860-989-5198
hbrown@wolcottps.org

CASA is excited that the RTC (Respect, Trust & Commitment)
Youth Leadership Group will be expanding to the middle school in
December. This group will work on similar prevention and wellness
projects that the RTC group at the high school is working on.
Advisors will also look into opportunities for the two groups to
collaborate on projects together. RTC is currently working on
writing uplifting messages in cards with resources, to hand out to
peers who may be struggling with mental health or stress. In
addition, some cards will be dropped at the senior center to give
out for the holidays. RTC was also awarded a $500 stipend for a
state-wide Gambling Awareness Youth Project. RTC will work from
now until February on a short video PSA highlighting the facts
about problem gambling. 

The first CASA Cares interview was released this month about
“Why Are We All Stressed and How to Cope”. This 30-minute
interview was released on our YouTube page and on our CASA
website. The topic for our December interview is “Healing After
Trauma”. This will be released at the end of December or early
January. 
CASA is looking forward to and promoting the next virtual Parent
University Workshop “Drug Trends Training” on December 7th,
2021 at 6:00 PM. The flyer is being promoted on our social media
pages, website, and through emails blasts. This presentation is
timely as much has been in the news about marijuana edibles,
marijuana being laced with fentanyl, and the potency of drugs
today. CASA is looking into more virtual training or webinar
opportunities for coalition members and the community at large on
important behavioral health topics. 
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