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It’s a Great Day  
to be a Panther! 

NEWSMAKERS 
Upcoming 

Events 
 

Jr/Sr HS SBDM 
Council Meeting 

Oct. 8 
 

FALL BREAK 
Oct. 10 - 11 & 14 

 

Moonlight  
Madness 

Friday, Oct. 18 
 

Elem. SBDM 
Council Meeting 

Oct. 24 
 

PTO Window 
Painting 

Friday, Oct. 25 
 

Board of Educa-
tion Meeting 

Monday, Oct. 28 

The Character word for October 
is “COOPERATION” 

 

I N SI D E  T HI S  
I SS U E 

Parents who plan to chaperone a PTO Window 
Painting group must have a Volunteer Back-

ground Check on file. Forms are available from 
Erin Purdy or at the DS Board Office. The cost is 
$25 & is active for 2 years. The submission dead-

line is Friday, Oct. 18. 
Not sure if a previous back-

ground check has expired? Con-
tact Crystal at the DS Board Of-
fice @ 270-797-3811, option #5.  

Kentucky Safe Schools Week is set for October 
20–26, 2024. This week aims to “Level Up” school 
safety as schools promote and en-
hance school safety through target-
ed activities and discussions. The 
goal is to raise awareness about 
various aspects of school safety 

and empower students, teachers, 
parents, and the community to take proactive 

measures to create a safe learning environment.  
Join us and participate in this year’s campaign 

“Level Up” in your school, home and community.  
See pg. 8 for how you can take the pledge . 

ELEMENTARY PARENTS 
Please put your child’s name or 

initials in all items of clothing - hats, 
coats, mittens, etc. - so if an item is 
left or lost somewhere at school, it 

can be returned to the owner. 

Track your child’s grades, attendance & more 
through the Infinite Campus website or mobile 
app. Campus Student and Campus Parent are 

available at the App Store 
and at Google Play. See 

page 8 or contact your school 
office for more info. 

K-12 Voluntary Student  Accident Insurance 
Bollinger Specialty Group offers all 
Dawson Springs students optional 

accident insurance at a minimal cost 
to parents. Additional info is included 

on page 12. 

If your child doesn’t have health insurance, you may 
qualify for Kentucky Children’s Health Insurance 

Program. See page 11 for details. 
Go to kidshealth.ky.gov or call 

(877) 524-4718 – because every 
child needs health insurance. 

All students participating in ALL 
Sports & Open Gyms MUST 

have a current Sports Physical 
on file. Forms are available in the 
school offices or the BOE Office. 

Red Ribbon Week takes place each year from 
October 23 - 31. This year’s theme, “Life is a Mov-
ie - Flim Drug Free.™”, was submitted by Cheryl 
Holsapfel, Digital Art Teacher, and Devansh Ag-
garwal from Solon Middle School. It serves as a 

powerful reminder that ordinary Americans nation-
wide contribute significantly to their communities 

every day by embracing a drug-
free lifestyle. Daily themes & 

dress will be announced along 
with planned activities. Please 

encourage your children to par-
ticipate and commit to a drug-

free lifestyle. 

Stay involved in your student’s 
learning and activities with the 

Parent Square app!  
More info on page 7. 

SCHOOL CALENDAR UPDATE 
Feb. 10 &  Mar. 14 may be used as 

make-up days should we miss 

school days prior to these dates. 

Find school updates and current 
information on the district Facebook 

page, the district web page at 
www.dawsonsprings.kyschools.us  

or with Superintendent Whalen’s “X”  
account @DSSuptWhalen. 
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Twelve Career and Technical Education (CTE) professional educators 
are in the second cohort to participate in the Leadership Fellows Pro-
gram. The Kentucky Association for Career and Technical Education 

(KACTE), a professional association of CTE teachers and administrators 
in all career pathways at all levels of instruction, organizes and presents 

the Fellows program with support from the Kentucky Department of 
Education’s Office of Career and Technical Education (OCTE). The 

educators in the 2024-25 KACTE Leadership Fel-
lows Program represent several of Kentucky’s ca-

reer pathways, are geographically diverse, are 
members of KACTE and include our Dawson 

Springs Jr/Sr High School Family & Consumer Sci-
ences instructor, Sheila Hodges. 

In addition to teaching at DSHS, Sheila is the 
FCCLA Advisor, the TEDS Coordinator and an As-
sistant Athletic Director. She resides in Princeton, 

KY, with her husband of 38 years, Jerry Hodges. They have three chil-
dren, five grandchildren and one great grandchild. Sheila is very active 

in her community serving in both political and civic organizations. She is 
a Kentucky Colonel and is serving her 3rd term on Kentucky’s Consum-
er Advisory Council under KY’s Attorney General. In 2003, Sheila gradu-
ated Summa Cum Laude with a Bachelor’s of Science in Family & Con-
sumer Sciences Education and a Family Life Studies minor from West-
ern Kentucky University. In 2009, she received her Master of Arts from 
WKU in Leadership Dynamics with an emphasis on Exceptional Educa-
tion. She formerly served as the Secretary for WKU Chapter of ACTE. 

We want your photos for our  
2024-25 Yearbook! 

If you have a great photo of a student 
activity or from a school event, use the infor-
mation below to submit it for consideration. 
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October Events 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Sep 29 30 

6:00 Board of Educa-

tion Meeting 

Oct 1 2 3 4 

Senior Formal 

Portraits 

(no re-take option) 

 

PTO Fall Festival 

& Senior Class Chili 

Supper 

(rescheduled) 

5 

HS Cross Country @ 

Daviess Co. 

 

4:30-8:00 DS Fall 

Fest @ Riverside 

Park 

6 7 8 

3:15 Jr/Sr HS SBDM 

Council Meeting 

9 10 11 12 

 

13 14 15 

 

16 17 18 

 6:00 Moonlight 

Madness  

(doors open @ 5:30) 

19 

Cross Country @ 

Graves Co.  

20 21 22 23 

School Picture  

Re-takes Gr P-12 

 

6:00 PTO Meeting 

24 

Senior, Junior & 

Sophomore Class 

Meetings w/ Josten’s 

 

3:30 Elementary 

SBDM Council Mtg. 

25 

PTO Fall Window 

Painting 

 

6:00-9:00 PTO  

Halloween Dance  

Grades 6-12 

26 

National ACT 

 

HS Cross Country @  

Regionals 

27 28 

6:00 Board of Educa-

tion Meeting 

29 

3:30 - 7:30 KSP 

Driving Class  

30 31 

HALLOWEEN 

Nov 1 2 

HS Cross Country @  

State - Lexington 

-    -    -    - FALL BREAK -    -    -    -  

- FALL BREAK -  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Purple+Panther+Logos&view=detailv2&&&id=6E4596EBC13357A57758E4B922DF048BC12BAF79&selectedIndex=67&ccid=1t%2fl%2bazq&simid=607999870270573103&thid=JN.kMpgWm2v4D5bbZY%2bgMBO5w
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October Birthdays 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
Amaurie Phillips 

2 
Arianna Robinson 
Annaleyse Gaunt 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
Olivia Hines 
Caleb Esposito 
Bentley Littlepage 
Leo Evans 
 
 
 
Stephanie Clayton 

4 
Matthew Stanley 
Nikolas DiNovo 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Steve Head 

6 
Addison Pleasant 
Steven Pleasant 
Kason Key 
Josie Cullen 

7 
Elizabeth Garrett 
Aubrie Hickerson 

8 
 

9 
Kelbie Massey 
Aubrey Foreman 
 
 
 
 
 
Sydney Perkins 

10 
Chyenne Earl 
Christopher Brown 

11 
Riley Buntin 
Kenyada Neyhart 
Ara-Bella Blanton 
 
 
 
Erin Woolsey 
Brooke Purdy 

12 
 

13 
Kimber Ladd 
Jaxon Damron 
 

14 
Tyler Miles 
Miracle Ray 
Stephen Clark 

15 
Hailey Goodaker 
Jonathan O’Dell 
Kila Watts 
Marina Dunkle 

16 
Markus Watts 

17 
Jacob Embry 
Kalyn Cotton 
Jillian Young 
 
 
 
 
Lori Vaughn 

18 
Jeremy Kutella 
Makynsleigh  
     Jacobs 
Lennon Fisher 

19 
 

20 
Hailey Oldham 
Abagail Loney 
 

21 
Easton Toone 
Luke Robinson 

22 
Kaleb Sizemore 
Waylen Duke 

23 
Madalyn Wigley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jeannie Blanchard 

24 
Lilly Felker 
Jayclyn Trotter 

25 
Kameron Tackett 
Ivy Toone 

26 
Aubreyona Miller 

27 
Micah Frankel 
 
 
 
 
 
Cindi Howton 

28 
Annalese Dillon 

29 
 

30 
Bryson Coggins 
Abbelene Steeley 
Paxton Phelps 

31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jennifer Overby 

  

Anyone whose name ap-
pears on this calendar is 

eligible for a 10%  discount 
on an ice cream cake when 
you present this page at our 

local Dairy Queen at the 
time of purchase. 

October Birthday Cake  
Winners 

Jeremy Kutella &  
Lennon Fisher 

Present your cake certificate at our 
Dawson Springs Dairy Queen for a 

FREE Ice Cream Cake. 
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