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What is the McKinney-Vento Act? 
 
The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. § 11431 et seq.) is a federal law that 
provides important educational rights and services to PreK-12 children and youth experiencing 
homelessness. The McKinney-Vento Act defines homeless as those students who “lack a fixed, 
regular, and adequate nighttime residence.  This includes: 
 
➔​ Sharing housing with relatives or other families due to economic hardship (doubled-up) 
➔​ Living in shelters, motels, hotels, campgrounds, or trailer parks due to lack of permanent 

accommodations 
➔​ Abandoned in medical facilities 
➔​ Living in non-housing places, such as cars, abandoned buildings, etc. 
➔​ Migratory Students 

 
What are the requirements to maintain compliance with the McKinney-Vento Act?  
 
➔​ School districts must identify a McKinney-Vento Liaison to assist students and their families. 
➔​ Students who are homeless may attend their school of origin or the school where they are 

temporarily residing. 
➔​ Parents or guardians of homeless students must be informed of educational and related 

opportunities. 
➔​ Students who are homeless may enroll without school, medical, or similar records. 
➔​ Students who are homeless and their families receive referrals to health, dental, mental health, 

substance abuse, housing, and other needed services. 
➔​ Students who are homeless have a right to transportation to school. 
➔​ Students must be provided a statement explaining why they are denied any service or 

enrollment. 
➔​ Students must be enrolled in school and receive services, such as transportation, while 

disputes are being settled. 
➔​ Students are automatically eligible for Title I services. 
➔​ School districts must reserve a portion of Title IA funds to serve homeless students. 
➔​ School districts must review and revise policies that serve as barriers to homeless students. 
➔​ Schools must post information in the community regarding the rights of homeless students and 

unaccompanied youth in schools and other places where homeless families may frequent and 
written in a language they can understand. 
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Procedures for Identifying a Homeless Student 

➔​ An affidavit of Residency (Appendix A) indicates a homeless status at the time of enrollment 
➔​ School District staff observes these signs of possible homelessness and reports suspensions 

to the ACSD Homeless Liaison: 
◆​ Lack of supplies 
◆​ Wearing same clothing  
◆​ Poor Hygiene 
◆​ Absenteeism 
◆​ Student’s Comments 

 

Procedures for Enrolling a Homeless Student 

➔​ Immediately enroll the student, regardless of the lack of documentation normally required for 
enrollment 
◆​ ACSD staff will make a diligent effort to make contact with their legal guardian if 

unaccompanied at registration.  
◆​ The Department of Human Services will be contacted if the student is without a birth 

certificate and/or immunization records. 
◆​ ACSD will request academic records from the previous school. 

➔​ Contact the ACSD homeless Liaison, Robert McDaniel, by sending him a copy of the 
residency form to verify homeless identification.   

➔​ Provide free meals after the student is enrolled.  
➔​ Provide the student with any needed instructional and/or hygiene supplies. 
➔​ Provide the student with the same opportunities as those not identified as homeless, such as: 

◆​ Transportation services 
◆​ Extra-Curricular Activities 
◆​ Enrichment Activities 
◆​ Vocational Programs 
◆​ Dual-Enrollment  
◆​ Educational Services 

➔​ Coordinate with community resources to offer any needed assistance.  
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School Selection 

According to the McKinney-Vento Act, students will be provided the following school selection 
options: 

➔​ School of Origin (The last school attended prior to becoming homeless.) 
➔​ School District located in the area of their temporary residence. 

School selection will be based on the best interest of the student and the following factors will be 
considered: 

➔​ Presume the student’s best interest is the school of origin, except if this conflicts with the 
request of their legal guardian.  

➔​ Consider student-centered factors 
➔​ Provide written explanation if best interest determination is not the school of origin or conflicts 

with the legal guardian’s request.  
➔​ Legal Guardian or unaccompanied youth can dispute the best interest determination. 

 

Dispute Resolution Process 

In the event a legal guardian or unaccompanied youth experiencing homelessness disagrees with the 
student’s eligibility for McKinney-Vento services, school selection, or school enrollment, the student 
will be immediately enrolled in the school requested by the legal guardian or unaccompanied youth 
until the final resolution of the dispute. 

The following procedures will be followed: 

➔​ Written explanation of any decisions made about services, school selection, and/or school 
enrollment provided to the legal guardian or unaccompanied youth. 

➔​ Explanation will be provided in a manner understandable to the legal guardian or 
unaccompanied youth. 

➔​ The ACSD homeless liaison will attempt to resolve the dispute informally.  In the event this is 
not possible, a formal dispute resolution process will be initiated. 

➔​ The formal dispute resolution process will be in compliance with Mississippi Board of 
Education Policy Part 3, Chapter 40, Rule 40.1 McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Dispute 
Resolution Procedure.  

 

ACSD will make every effort to resolve any disputes in regard to services, school selection, and/or 
school enrollment.  If our attempts do not resolve the dispute, the legal guardian or unaccompanied 
youth will be notified of their right to appeal to the Mississippi Department of Education.  The 
Homeless Dispute Form from the Mississippi Office of Federal Programs will be made available and 
assistance will be provided to assist in filing the complaint.  
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Appendix A:  ACSD Student Residency Form 
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Appendix B:  ACSD Policy JQN: Education for Homeless Children and Youth 
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Appendix C: Mississippi Education Board Policy Rule 40.1 
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Appendix D: Parents Rights to Know 
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Appendix E: NCHE Unaccompanied Youth Eligibility Flowchart 
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Appendix F: NCHE McKinney-Vento Eligibility Flowchart 
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