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September 
4 - Back-to-School Bash & 
StuCo Movie Night Under 
the Stars 
7 - No School 
8 - Saxony Tailgate and 
Meet & Greet 
9 - Mini Crusader Day 
21 - Mini Crusader Day 
24 - Mass Band Day 
25 - No School 
26 - All-District Choir 
Auditions 
28 - Mini Crusader Day 
 
October 
Student-Led Conference 
2-4 - Saxony Drama 
2 - Flu Shot Clinic 
5 - Mini Crusader Day 
6 - PSAT on Campus 
7 - Pastor Appreciation 
Luncheon 
13 - ACT on Campus 
14 - Fall Concert @ 7:00  
16 - Crusader Challenge 
Kick-Off 
22 - Crusader Day 
23 - No School 
27 - ACT Make-Up on 
Campus 
30 - Picture Retake Day 
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“Serve Others for Christ.”  Colossians 3: 23-24 

2026-2027 Theme Verse 

September 2026 

Mission Statement 

Centered in Jesus 

Christ and grounded in 

God’s Word, Saxony 

Lutheran High School 

delivers excellence in all 

phases of education 

and prepares students 

for a life of Christian 

discipleship. 

Vision Statement 

Each student is filled, 

formed, blessed, and 

equipped for life and 

service 

Principal ’s Message  

Let’s get social! 

We are off to a great start for our 27th school 

year.  We welcomed nearly 300 Crusaders to our 

campus and over 40 staff members.  God is Good! 

As we dive into this month you will notice an in-

crease in activities at Saxony Lutheran High 
School.  We are truly blessed to have an active 

student body and students who love to showcase 

“The Saxony Way!”  

Please be sure to download the Saxony App so 

you can stay up to date on all the activities at Sax-

ony.  This is a great way for us to communicate 

with our students, families, and community.  We 

ask that you encourage friends and family to 

download the app as well.   

Crusaders celebrated our Annual Back-to-School 

Bash on Friday, September 4. We had a Small 

Group theme parade, a picnic lunch, Andy’s Sweet 

Treat, The Wandering Magnolia and a fun-filled 

day of team building activities.  This was a great 

way to begin our three-day weekend.    

Please continue to keep the students and staff of 

Saxony in your thoughts and prayers as we begin 
the 2026-2027 school year.  In closing, I would 

like to share this verse with you “The Lord your 
God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; 

he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will qui-

et you by his love; he will exult over you with loud 
singing.” John 15:12 

 

In Christ, 
Mark Ruark 

Principal 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpT7L6_z_WJvvOlU-wbPxkA
https://www.instagram.com/saxonylutheranhigh/
https://www.facebook.com/saxonylutheranhigh.org
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School Notes: 
Crusaders of the Month - Chloe Evans & Will Cooper 

 

 

Ready to Be a Crusader?  

We are excited to host several Mini Crusader Days in the fall as well 
as our Annual Open House in November! This is a great time to tour 
Saxony’s beautiful campus, meet with faculty and staff, and hear how 
you can join the Saxony Family! Scan the QR code below or follow 
the link to register to visit our campus and begin the enrollment pro-
cess for the 2026-2027 school year. 
Link - https://forms.office.com/r/XweASCjXvS 
 
 
Welcome to the Saxony Family 

Saxony is proud to welcome Rev. Rod Benkendorf (Chaplain 
and Religion Teacher), Kara Brummel (Cafeteria Assistant), 

Matthew Hayes (Math Teacher), Mary Howell (Science Teach-
er), Cole Mullins (History Teacher), Mike Patke (Weight Train-

ing Teacher), Julia Pedrosa (Spanish Teacher), and Elizabeth 
Thomas (Art Teacher) to the Saxony Family.  Be sure to wish 

them well when you see them.  

 
 

Cheerleading Fundraiser! 

The Saxony Cheerleaders starting their Annual Mum Fundraiser.  Contact a 

Saxony Cheerleader or the school office to place your mum order.   

 

No School! 

Saxony Lutheran High School is closed on Monday, September 7, 2026 

for Labor Day and Friday, September 25, 2026 for the East Perry Fair. 

Enjoy your time! 

 

https://forms.office.com/r/XweASCjXvS
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School Notes: 
Crusader Challenge Week 

Crusader Challenge is Saxony’s weeklong fundraising event.  We 
kick-off on Friday, October 16 with a Spirit Day and an assembly at 
school.  Crusaders will receive their sales packet and may begin sell-
ing items that help support Saxony Lutheran High School.  All pack-
ets, forms, and payment is due on Tuesday, October 27 in the school 
office.  This is a perfect way to share Saxony with your family and 
friends and help support our school! There will be spirit days on 
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, and then Crusader Day on 
Thursday.  All Crusaders will participate in a school-wide volunteer 
day on Thursday, October 24. This will be a half day and more infor-
mation will be coming.   

 

 
Join the Crusade! 

Be sure to check out Saxony’s new CRUSADER CRU page on the 
App!  This is perfect for Saxony Families to stay up-to-date on all 
things Saxony and Crusader activities.  There will be upcoming 
meetings that showcase ways you can support Saxony Lutheran 
High School and all Crusader activities. We hope you will JOIN THE 
CRUSADE! 

The first fundraiser will be working the FISH STAND at the East 
Perry Fair on Friday, .September 25 and Saturday, September 26. 
This is a perfect way to enjoy the fair and get to know other parents 
and supporters.  A link will be sent soon for parent volunteers!  

 

 

Save the Date! 

You are invited to join the Saxony Lutheran Student 
Council for the Annual Veteran’s Day Breakfast and 
Chapel. Join us on Wednesday, November 11 for a deli-
cious breakfast and Chapel honoring our Veterans and 
their families.  For more information, please contact 
Mrs. Roth at mroth@saxonylutheranhigh.org or call the 
school office at 573-204-7555.  
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From the desk of Mrs. Kiehne: 
TESTING INFORMATION  

On September 22nd, ALL freshman will be taking the Pre-ACT test here at school. (The fee was in-

cluded on your tuition invoice.) Mrs. Kiehne and Mrs. Benkendorf will be working with the students 

to complete registration information for these tests. Scores will be returned by ACT by mid-October 

and can be reviewed in Student-led conferences if available. If not, students’ homeroom teachers 

will send packets home with students. Don’t forget to be rested and eat a nutritious breakfast on 

the morning of your test.  

On Oct 6th, we will be administering the PSAT to any sophomores and juniors interested in sitting 

for this test. For Junior test takers, the PSAT is a gateway to be included in scholarship opportuni-

ties including the National Merit Scholarship. The PSAT fee is $35.00. This test is given online on 

student devices here at Saxony. If you did not sign up for the PSAT on registration day but still wish 

to take it, please contact Mrs. Benkendorf as quickly as possible.  

On October 13th, we will be offering one of our 2 opportunities to take the ACT during the school 

day. This date is optional for any junior or senior who wishes to take the test. If you did not sign up 

for the test on registration day but still wish to take the ACT in school on October 13th, please con-

tact Mrs. Benkendorf by September 11th.  

ASVAB - If you are interested in taking the ASVAB (Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery), 

please talk with Mrs. Benkendorf. The ASVAB will be given during the morning of January 12th, 

2027, by our local National Guard Recruiter, Todd Roth. 

Go Crusaders! 

As the fall sports seasons begin, I wanted to remind both parents and students about our policies 

about athletic participation and academics. I check grades regularly on Friday mornings in order to 

prepare for the next week’s early outs for events. Students, parents, coaches, and the athletic direc-

tor, or the appropriate faculty sponsor, are notified about any student who is ineligible to leave ear-

ly or be absent from school to participate in or attend a school-related activity. This includes athletic 

events and off-campus field trips. Please see the policy below. 

From pages 9-10 of the Student Handbook: 

 

Eligibility Policy for Activities  

A student must be in good standing in order to participate in any extracurricular activities. To be 

eligible, a student must maintain a grade point average (GPA) of 2.0 or higher during the previous 

semester. Please note the following guidelines:  

Academic study is the primary emphasis within the Christian education program at Saxony Luther-

an High School. Participation in co-curricular activities is a privilege and is based on satisfactory 

class work. Failure to meet this minimum may make the student ineligible for interscholastic com-

petition or activity for a semester. The student has this time period to achieve passing grades and/

or the required GPA. The student and parent(s) must schedule a meeting with the principal or 

counselor to request Academic Probation. This meeting should take place during the first two 

weeks of the semester. The student’s grades will be reviewed every two weeks. The student must 

be passing all courses with a GPA of at least 2.00 to participate in activities for the following two 

weeks. The coach or sponsor of the activity will be informed of the Academic Probation status.  

Academic Probation may be used for one semester only during the high school years.  

 

 



Page 5 SLHS Back-to-School 2026  

 

From the desk of Mrs. Kiehne: 
Academic Probation  

Students who do not meet the above eligibility requirements may request to be put on Academic Proba-

tion for one semester. The requirements for Academic Probation include:  

The student must have passed all courses the previous semester.  
The student must have earned a GPA of at least 1.75 for the previous semester.  
 

Eligibility and Attendance  

The student must be in attendance at school prior to Period 4 the day of a practice, contest, or perfor-

mance in order to participate unless the activity falls on a Saturday, a holiday, or a day in which school 

is not in session or the activity is part of a class. Exceptions to this rule include, but are not limited to, 

doctor’s appointments, funeral in the family, and college visits and must be approved by the principal 

preferably in advance.  

No student will be permitted to miss instructional time for a non-academic activity if in the last 

grade reporting period (last two weeks) they have an average below a C- in all of their classes 

combined or if they have a failing grade in ANY of their classes.  

Students must be in compliance with Saxony’s eligibility requirements as presented and with the fol-

lowing MSHSAA requirements:  

“A student in Grades 9-12 must have earned, the preceding semester of attendance, a minimum of 3.0 

units of credit or have earned credit in 80% of the maximum allowable classes in which a student can 

be enrolled in the semester, whichever is greater, and shall currently be enrolled in and regularly at-

tending courses that offer 3.0 units of credit or 80% of the maximum allowable credits which may be 

earned, whichever is greater, or a student must be enrolled in a full course at his or her level in a special 

education program for the handicapped approved by the Missouri State Department of Education 

which, though ungraded, enrolls pupils of equivalent age, and that student must have made standard 

progress for his or her level the preceding semester. A beginning 9th grade student shall have been pro-

moted from the 8th grade to the 9th grade for first semester eligibility. A student must be making satis-

factory progress toward graduation in accordance with Saxony school policy.” 

Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 

Amy Kiehne 
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School Notes - Mini Crusader Days: 
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School Notes - Donation Opportunity: 
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School Notes - The Saxony App: 
  

Don’t miss out on Saxony news and updates - 
Download the App Today! 
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School Notes - 2026-2027 Master Calendar: 
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From the Technology Department: 
 

 

  

Online Tuition Payment 

www.saxonylutheranhigh.org —> Tuition  
  

Lunch Accounts via EZSchool  

Click here 

PlusPortals 

www.plusportals.com/saxonylutheranhs  

*ParentPlus and StudentPlus apps available for 
Android and iOS devices. 

   

SLHS Library Catalog 

Click here 

View the ‘What’s New’ section for new title (new 
ones added each month), random title highlights, 

and ‘What’s Hot’ by activity. 

Printer Cartridge Recycling 

Drop off old laser & ink printer cartridges to 
school for fundraising and recycling. 

EBSCOhost  (Online Database Search & E-
books for reading) 

search.ebscohost.com  Offline access:  
username -  saxonylutheran  

password – SLHSCrusaders*2 
  

Learning Express (College & Career helps) 

Click here 
  

Science Reference Center 

Click here 
  

World Book Online (E-books for reading & 
online encyclopedia) 

worldbookonline.com  Offline access:  
username -  saxonyhome  

password – 1crusaders 
 

https://www.saxonylutheranhigh.org/sys/content/newspost/f8995a0b95014f03a24b8f75d4766d50
https://new.ezschoolapps.com/login/parent
http://www.plusportals.com/saxonylutheranhs
https://saxonylhs.booksys.net/opac/slhs/index.html#menuHome
http://search.ebscohost.com/
https://www.learningexpresshub.com/ProductEngine/LELIndex.html#/learningexpresslibrary/libraryhome?AuthToken=ns169799
https://research.ebsco.com/c/am3ndp/topics
http://www.worldbookonline.com
http://search.ebscohost.com/
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From the Development Department: 
Corporate Sponsorship 
Are you interested in becoming a Corporate Sponsor and 
partnering with Saxony Lutheran High School?  Contact 
John Morgan via email at jmor-
gan@saxonylutheranhigh.org or by phone at 573-204-
7555 today and see how a partnership with Saxony could 
benefit you and the students.  Join the Saxony Family today 
by becoming a Corporate Sponsor! 

 

Upcoming Events! 

There are several opportunities that you 
can join us in continuing our mission of 
Sharing Christ...Shaping Lives here at 
Saxony.  Throughout the year we will call 
upon the Saxony Family to join us as we 
raise money in an effort to keep tuition 
affordable for all Crusaders.  Please con-
sider sharing your time, talents, and 
treasures with Saxony this year! 

 

Crusader Challenge Week! 

Crusader Challenge Week is our annual 
fundraising week!  During October 16-22 
2026 we have a school wide sales com-

petition and spirit days.  This is Saxony’s 
second largest fundraiser. 

 

Saxony’s Blue and Gold Gala 

Join us for an exciting evening as we cel-
ebrate Saxony at our annual Blue and 
Gold Gala on Saturday, February 27, 

2027. This is Saxony’s largest fundraiser. 

 

The 28th Annual Crusader Classic Golf 
Tournament! 

Join us on Friday, June 4, 2027 at Bent 
Creek Country Club for a day of fun and 

fellowship!  
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From the Development Department: 

Thank you to our Corporate Sponsors! 
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September 
2026 

Lunch 
Menu 


