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WOMAN FILES SUIT
ACCUSING MIKE TYSON
OF RAPE IN EARLY ‘90S
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PAUL TOPS SHELTON 
AT AUSTRALIAN OPEN, 
FACES DJOKOVIC NEXT
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Mahomes the 
‘old guy’ in con-
ference champi-
onship QB room
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RALEIGH— North Car-
olina’s legislative ledger 
gets cleared ever y two 
years when the next set of 
170 lawmakers are sworn 
in. The General Assembly 
starts from scratch filing 
and advancing bills.

But the legislative ses-
sion that begins in ear-
nest Wednesday should 
be chock full of familiar 
issues from 2022 — wheth-
er to approve Medicaid 
expansion, medical mari-
juana and sports gambling 
among them — for debate 
and votes during this year’s 
chief work period, expected 
to reach into early summer.

Action on often-redrawn 
redistricting maps and 
another way to implement 

photo voter identification 
are likely, although appel-
late judges could step in 
and restore Republican leg-
islation that they recently 
struck down.

And with the GOP now 

holding a veto-proof majori-
ty in the 50-seat Senate and 
just one seat short in the 
120-member House follow-
ing November elections, 
Republicans could again 
pass looser gun laws and 

tougher immigration direc-
tives with hopes to finally 
override Democratic Gov. 
Roy Cooper’s vetoes.

These items are in addi-
tion to passing a state gov-
ernment budget, which is 
usually the heaviest lift for 
legislators annually.

“This is going to be fast 
paced. There’s a lot of 
issues that we will be debat-
ing that’s carried over,” said
GOP Rep. Donny Lambeth, 
one of the House’s chief 
budget-writers. “I’m sure 
there’s going to be a few 
new items thrown in, but a 
lot of us that’ve been there 
have been debating these 
issues for years.”

N e w  i t e m s  s h o u l d 
include proposed restric-
tions on abor tion that 
are much broader than 

2022 Leftover issues aplenty expected 
 in the North Carolina legislative session
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Speaker of the House Tim Moore talks with Rep. George
Cleveland before the opening session of the N.C. House of
Representatives on Jan. 11.
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WA S H I N G T O N  — 
President Joe Biden 
hosted the Democratic 
congressional leaders 
Tuesday at the White 
House as they face a 
new era  o f  d iv ided 
government in Wash-
ington, staring down a 
debt ceiling crisis and 
r unning up against a 
new House Republican 
majority eager for con-
frontation.

The president  and 
t h e  t o p  D e m o c r a t s 
used the private gath-
ering in the Roosevelt
Room to project a uni-
fied front against what 
Biden called “extreme 
Republ ican econom-
ic plans.” Rather than 
enter into negotiations 
with House Republi -
cans to cut spending 
in exchange for rais-
ing the debt ceil ing, 
the White House has 
s t r essed  r epeated ly
that it wants Congress 
to lift  the bor rowing 
capacity without condi-
tions. Democrats said 
it’s up to Republicans 
t o  g o  p u b l i c  a b o u t 
what budget cuts the 
new House majori ty 
wants to make.

“Apparently they’re 
g e n u i n e l y  s e r i o u s 
about cutt ing Social 
Security, cutting Medi-
c a r e , ”  B i d e n  s a i d 
about  the GOP pro-
posals as he sat down 
wi th  the  Democrat -
ic  leaders  f rom the 
House and the Senate.

A s  t h e  m e e t i n g 

b e g a n ,  B i d e n  s a i d 
Democrats were eager 
to talk about the GOP 
extremes. He scof fed 
a t  the  Republ icans ’ 
pr oposed  30%  sa les 
tax.

“ L o o k ,  I  h a v e  n o 
intention of letting the 
R e p u b l i c a n s  w r e c k 
our economy,” Biden 
added.

The coming show-
down has a  famil iar 
precedent — a l i t t le 
more than a decade 
ago, a new generation 
of “tea par ty” House 
R e p u b l i c a n s  s w e p t 
t o  p o w e r,  e a g e r  t o 
confront  the Obama 
administration to slash 
federal spending and 
curb the nation’s bal-
looning debt load. As 
vice president at the 
time, Biden was cen-
tral to those negotia-
tions, but the House 
Republicans and the 
Whi te  House  cou ld 
never str ike a  deal , 
causing a fiscal crisis. 
This go around, Biden 
and his  Democrat ic 
allies in Congress are 
in no mood to broker 
deals with a new era of 
hardline Republicans 
led by the Freedom 
Caucus.

H o u s e  S p e a k e r 
K e v i n  M c C a r t h y  i s 
eager to push Biden to 
the negotiating table, 
hoping to make good 
on the promises the 
GOP leader made to 
holdouts  during his 
campaign to become 
House speaker to pare 

Biden meets with 
Democratic leaders as 
debt showdown looms
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Senate Majority Leader Sen. Chuck Schumer of N.Y., lis-
tens as President Joe Biden speaks during a meeting 
Tuesday with Democratic lawmakers in the Roosevelt 
Room of the White House in Washington.
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BY ENTERPRISE STAFF
ASHEBORO — The 

Randolph County School 
System was the recipient 
this week of the first elec-
tric school bus purchased 
f o r  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a 
schools with money the 
state received in a fraud 
settlement with Volkswa-
gen.

R a n d o l p h  E l e c t r i c 
Membership Corp. has 
provided a DC Fast char-
ger and related electrical 
infrastructure for the bus, 
manufactured by Thomas 
Built Buses, on the cam-
pus of Southwestern Ran-
dolph Middle School.

G o v.  R o y  C o o p e r ’ s 
office announced in Octo-
ber that more than $30.1 
mil l ion from the N.C. 
Volkswagen Settlement 
Program would be dis-
tributed to by the N.C. 
Depar tment of Environ-
mental Quality to pay for 
electric and low-emission 
diesel buses. That money 
was from the remaining 
$68 million of the state’s 
share of a national settle-
ment with the automaker 
over its use of equipment 
and software in its vehi-
cles to cheat on pollution 
tests.

The new zero-emission 
and low-emission school 
buses are replacing some 
of  the  d ir t iest  d iesel 

buses in the state, some 
of which are more than 30 
years old and spew more 
than 20 times as much 
nitrogen oxide and par-
ticulates as modern diesel 
buses.

Nitrogen oxide leads 
t o  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f 
g r o u n d - l e v e l  o z o n e , 
which aggravates asthma 
and can cause breathing 
trouble in young children 
and older adults. Par tic-
ulate matter from vehicle 
pollution has been linked 
to heart and lung condi-
tions.

At  a  r ibbon -cu t t ing 
ceremony on Tuesday, 
Superintendent Stephen 
Gainey welcomed board 
of education members, 
representatives of Caroli-
na Thomas and Thomas 
Built Buses, the secretar-
ies of the N.C. Depar t-
ment of Public Instruc-
t ion and N.C. Depar t -
ment of Environmental 
Qual i ty  and Randolph 
EMC’s board of direc-
tors.

“ T h e  p a r t n e r s h i p s 
represented here today 
demonstrate  the  ded-
ication of those organi-
zations that care about 
the future of their com-
munities,” Gainey said. 
“Together,  we’ l l  make 
th i s  p i l o t  p r ogram  a 

success for the state of 
North Carolina.”

Randolph EMC said in 
a press release that it will 
analyze how charging 
the electric bus af fects 
the electric grid and Ran-

dolph County School Sys-
tem’s electric bill. The 
pilot project will ser ve 
as a case study for future 
a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  e l e c -
tric vehicle technology 
across the state.

Randolph gets first electric bus

PHOTOS BY RANDOLPH EMC

Officials held a ribbon-cutting ceremony to celebrate the 
arrival of the electric bus.

The bus’s hood was opened to display the electric engine.
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