
Independent School District # 2 
P.O. Box 128 

Quemado, New Mexico  87829 
575-773-4700 (office) 
575-773-4717 (Fax) 

BOARD WORK MEETING 
October 19, 2021 

4:00 p.m. 
Quemado School Library 

Call to Order    The meeting was called to order at 4:06 

Members Present: 
 Eileen Dodds – President 
 Carm Chavez – Secretary 
 Al Guthridge – Member 
 Tim Hendricks – Vice President via zoom 
 Nacona Cline – Member via zoom 

Discussion Items: Add a discussion item for the K-7th Social Studies adoption 

2 Mil and Bond Election – Mr. Lackey shared the letter that has gone out for Catron County and Fence 
Lake earlier. He also sent a sample copy of the ballot with the 4 seats on the board, water conservation 
district, GO Bond and 2 Mil tax question. It was explained that by voting positive taxes will not 
increase. Eileen says that every vote is important. Mr. Lackey says the primary focus of getting the word 
out is social media, our all call system and local discussions and getting the word out. He talked about 
the Halloween carnivals and going out to talk at both events. Eileen had hoped that we could announce it 
in the local churches, Fence Lake has done it and Carm said that she would put it in her church’s 
bulletin. Mr. Lackey reminded everyone that the ETN is currently in place and we intend to extend it to 
next year to remain even. If the 2 MIL were to fail, we still have another year and go out for a special 
election next year. Not passing will not decrease the taxes, passing will not increase the taxes, all money 
stays local and there is very little downside to passing both. He asked each board member to get 5 
people to the polls.  

K-7th Social Studies Adoption, draft changes for the state – Margaret Ferranti is present as she is a 
member of the committee for the adoption. Eileen asked Margaret what a compelling question is and her 
response is to develop critical thinking, though provoking. The board went over the drafts. Eileen has 
some concerns with kindergarteners and compelling questions as well as identity as part of the adoption. 
As the grades progressed, the questions were more in depth. There was some discussion on the data 
collected and stored as well as the group identity aspect of it. Nacona expressed her concerns on this 
topic. Eileen said that these are the ages where kids are very impressionable. Carm’s concern is some 
teacher trying to push their own agenda to these young kids. Eileen asked the other members if they 
wanted to go through them a grade at a time or just in general and she would like input from the other 
members. Tim expressed his opinion too especially with teachers expressing their own opinion. He 
questioned the potential to change these things in the same way we do the waivers for Algebra II. He 
thinks PED is trying to get more politics involved with the schools. Eileen asked Carm and Margaret to 



discuss the history aspect of it. Carm said she has some concerns with NM history in the 7th grade. She 
said her take in this is that one ethnic group is the fault of another group. She talked about the tribal 
leaders/counsel coming into our district to talk about their history. On page 53, she went over one of her 
concerns saying it was a lot for a 7th grader to understand. She also talked about our cultural heritage 
being removed. They’re not consistent with some of their terminology. Margaret said we are setting 
ourselves up for failure because at some point we are going to miss someone and they will be offended 
as well. She is concerned about the lack of content in the lower grades as they will not be allowed to 
form their own opinions due to lack of knowledge. Mrs. Orthman expressed her opinion on the upper 
grades view on gun violence and not including the positive aspect of gun ownership. Margaret is 
concerned about the change in history and going back pre-US. There was more discussion about 
Margaret’s concern. Margaret said that by being on this committee said that she has been made aware of 
this adoption has a political agenda and she fears that smaller districts will be affected greatly and she 
does not know how to combat it. She fears that the message is that if you are white – you are bad and 
responsible for all the bad in the world. Carm says that this will splitting the country, not uniting our 
country. Carm asked if we were going to send someone up to the public meeting in Santa Fe in 
November and Mr. Lackey said that we will be represented. Al asked if the standard is the same as 
curriculum and Mr. Lackey clarified these for him. He also asked if there were current tests now on what 
is being taught and or will there be with the new adoption. Mr. Lackey said that at this time there is no 
assessment that includes it. Carm said the other thing we need to be aware of is that before July of 2022 
they will be looking at textbooks for adoption and really go over what the content is in the textbooks. 
Cindy Orthman explained the process for adopting textbooks with the state. Eileen is afraid that they 
will put restrictions on our libraries and what we can have available to our kids. Eileen would like to 
find out more about the public meeting, she said she could probably make herself available to go up. The 
state has said this meeting needs to move forward and our resolution asking for a delay was pretty much 
denied. Al asked how we as a board and school fight this if it passes and Mr. Lackey responded that we 
will do our best for our students.  

Adjournment   The meeting was adjourned at 5:02 

All social distancing and health/safety guidelines will be observed for this meeting. If you plan on 
attending in person, please wear your face mask and follow social distancing guidelines. 

TO JOIN THE ZOOM MEETING CALL: 415-762-9988 or 646-568-7788 AND FOLLOW THE 
VERBAL INSTRUCTIONS 

MEETING ID:  911 161 5822 
PARTICIPANT ID:  018416 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOUR PHONE IS MUTED TO LIMIT BACKGROUND NOISE MEETING. 


