
 

From the Principal’s Desk… 

Tomorrow is the last day for our fundraiser! 

Please support our students. For every item a 

child sells, they receive a strip of duct tape 

to tape me to the wall! You can shop online 

at www.fundshoppe.com school code: 3609. 

Other things to remember: 

Please send a filled water bottle with your 

student every day. 

Remember to send a mask with your child 

every day.  We have a very limited number 

of masks for students who forget to bring 

one. 

The Student Lighthouse Team is collecting 

new or gently use coats for WPSD’s Coats 

for Kids Drive. Coats can be turned in at the 

school beginning October 11 through 

October 29. The homeroom that turns in the 

most coats receives a pizza party sponsored 

by River Valley Ag. 

Next week is Fall Break!  

Take this week to enjoy 

some time with your 

family. Let’s all come 

back recharged and ready 

to take on the second 

quarter of this school year! 

 

 
Kelly Wray, Family Focus 
FRC Director 
3383 Paducah Road 
Barlow, KY 42024 
(270) 665-8400 ext. 2026 
Fax (270)665-9168 

 

Cooler weather is on the way! If your child 

needs a coat, please let me know.   

 

School picture days are October 14 & 15. 

Order envelopes will go home the Monday 

after Fall Break. 

Kindergarten - 2nd grade students will be 

photographed on Thursday, October 14.   

3rd – 5th grade students will be photographed 

on Friday, October 15. 

Virtual students may come either day to be 

photographed. A make-up day is planned for 

later in November. 

 

October 4 – 8            Fall Break 

October 14            Kg – 2nd Picture Day 

October 15               3rd – 5th Picture Day 

October 15          End of 1st Quarter 

October 21            Report Cards Go Home 

October 28               Trunk or Treat 

(Trunk or Treat info attached to the newsletter.) 

Check out the attached pages for 

the 4H October Newsletter and 

for information about a driving 

tour of Ballard County. 
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Driving Tour/Scavenger Hunt – History of Ballard County 

Transportation and changes in transportation are crucial in the development of Ballard County.  On your tour, in 

a few short hours you will be able to cover more territory than our earlier ancestors could cover in a day and 

prior inhabitants could cover in several days.  While transportation will not be the focus of the tour, I hope you 

will come to realize how the changes in transportation led to the development and the history of our county. 

 

(Stop 1)  Wickliffe Mounds   94 Green St  Wickliffe  

Home of the first inhabitants of Ballard County, they are located here because of the Mississippi and Ohio 

Rivers and their confluence.  As you will start to see, walking or going by canoe or small boat were the only 

modes of transportation available at this time [AD 1100 to 1350]. 

Across from the entranced to Wickliffe Mounds is a marker dedicated to LaSalle, an early French explorer who 

explored the Mississippi River in 1682. 

 

(Stop 2)  Fort Jefferson FT Jefferson Hill Rd Wickliffe 

Again the rivers played the major factor in the decision to locate this fort in 1780, well before there were any 

permanent settlers in Ballard County.  There are 4 historical markers here, as well as a wonderful view across to 

Missouri and up the river to Illinois. Along with the early Fort, this location also played a role in the early years 

of the Civil War. 

 

(Stop 3)  Ballard County Courthouse  132 4th St. Wickliffe 

As we move away from the river, the county starts to change.  With the Jackson Purchase in 1818, settlers 

started coming into Ballard County.  Within 25 years, there were enough people to make a new county.  In front 

of the Courthouse is a marker telling of the naming of the county in 1842.  However, Wickliffe was not the first 

seat of government for Ballard County. We will head there next. 

 

(Stop 4)  Site of Blandville Court House 38 Blandville Rd Wickliffe  

Although it is almost hard to imagine now, this location was the political and economic center of Ballard 

County in the early years.  There were many stores, several doctors and lawyers and even a college.  There are 2 

historic markers here.  Transportation had changed, while the rivers were still important, the main mode of 

travel changed to the horse.  Ballard County developed many small towns that were at the main crossroads of 

the mud, dirt and partially gravel roads that allowed travel over the county.  These towns had stores, churches, 

doctors, all the services that early settlers needed, located within a few hours horse ride. 

 

(Stop 5)  Dr. David Polk Juett Farmstead near 400-904 Flournoy Rd Wickliffe 

We move into the years of the Civil War.  The horse was still the main mode of transportation.  While no major 

battles of the war were fought in Ballard County, there were skirmishes and raiders that took food and horses 

from the settlers and destroyed businesses so that they could not aid the enemy.  Neighbors may have been 

against other neighbors and families split over loyalty to the North or South. 



(Stop 6)  Lovelace House 298 West Walnut Lovelaceville 

This house continues the theme of the horse for transportation as we transition away from the Civil War toward 

World War 1 and continued development.  Small rural towns continue to be the way of life as most people live 

on the farm and are fairly self-sufficient, only making the trip into town once or twice a week to get things they 

can’t produce themselves.  We will move from the south side of the county to the north side, where farms are 

larger, the land is flatter and  new technology is on the horizon to change transportation and the way of life 

again. 

 

(Stop 7)  Grave of Col. W W Faulkner Abe Herring Cemetery near 10210-10366 Ky1105 West of 

Bandana    This is the location of the grave of the highest ranking officer in the Civil War from Ballard County.   

From the Civil War onward, towns like Bandana, Oscar, Hinkleville, New York, Hazelwood and Ceredo were 

thriving communities.  Many only now remembered because of road names and addresses. 

 

(Stop 8)  Oscar Turner Plantation near 2300-2696 Turner Landing Rd.  La Center  

Site of a large plantation owned by one the most important political leaders from Ballard County.  With the 

turning of the 20th century, the railroad came to Ballard County and changed the way of life again.  In 1902, a 

railroad line was constructed from Paducah to Barlow and then on to Cairo, IL.  With the coming of the rail 

road, we come to our next stop. 

 

(Stop 9)  La Center 446-490 Broadway La Center at City Park 

Until the coming of the railroad, there was no Kevil or La Center.  Both towns were started to take advantage of 

the new mode of transportation.  Several buildings from Ingleside were moved to Kevil.  Almost the entire town 

of Hazelwood was picked up and moved to La Center, including houses and churches. 

 

(Stop 10)  Barlow House 509 Broadway St Barlow   

Barlow was another town that took advantage of the railroad for economic growth.  After WW1, county roads 

began to be graveled and the automobile became much more available and practical.  Through the 30’s, 40’s 

and 50’s, pavement took the place of gravel and personal travel became much easier.  Instead of making a 

weekly trip to town by horse, citizens began making trips to larger shopping and medical centers in Cairo and 

especially Paducah.  The high point of Ballard County was in the late 50’s and early 60’s with the construction 

of the Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant and the late 60’s with the coming of Westvaco Paper Mill. 

Transportation is constantly changing, the main railroad through Ballard County is gone.  Highway 60, 286 and 

51 replaced the rail road as the main form of transit. As transportation evolves, a new 4 lane highway through 

the county is on the way.  Where it actually runs and how it interacts with the current communities in its path, 

will go a long way to shaping the future of Ballard County. 

 

Prepared by Tom Miller 

Ballard County Extension Agent for Agriculture and Natural Resources 

 



 


