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SANTA BARBARA COUNTY, CA - High school students inspired the crowd with their 
powerfully written, original poetry and performances at the Santa Barbara County 
Education Office Poetry Slam on Thursday, May 4, 2023. Judges scored the 
performances based on performance elements such as enthusiasm, delivery, and facial 
expressions.  
  
The 2023 Poetry Slam winner is: 
Samantha McDonald, 10th grade, Ernest Righetti High School 
Classic poem: “Hanging Fire” by Audre Lorde (see video clip HERE) 
Original poem: “Generational Burden” 
  
Congratulations are also in order to Litzy Matematico, 10th grader at Ernest Righetti 
High School and Natalie Lancor, 11th grader at Ernest Righetti High School, who tied 
for second place. 
  
The SBCEO Poetry Slam, which combines performance, writing, competition, and 
audience participation, is a program of the Santa Barbara County Education Office. 
SBCEO partnered with the team at the Get Lit - Words Ignite, a Los Angeles-based 
nonprofit, to support teachers and students in learning about spoken word poetry and to 
provide the support and coaching to claim and create literary works while exploring 
meaningful topics that impact their world. 
  
Ellen Barger, Associate Superintendent of SBCEO Curriculum & Instruction, said of the 
event: “Spoken word poetry provides students a stage to be unapologetic truth-tellers 
and to use the power of language and authentic performance to transcend human 
struggle and create beauty. It is art for collective healing.” 
  
“The students transformed written poems to a new level of brave artistry and creative 
expression,” said County Superintendent of Schools Susan Salcido. “Congratulations 
and thank you to all the participants for sharing your poetry with our community.” 
 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1AKacP9Hf7vPuuEPwcvAWX9S-0jGt5gqS%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dshare_link&data=05%7C01%7Cktownsend%40smjuhsd.org%7C47708ab01b06460c9b4008db4d9cb2fa%7C63ca8d2411de4684862b94ae31d6ff1c%7C1%7C0%7C638189108129052764%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZwrCSFcxKaT1cKUNz4MhFnnU4Bfsr9lRmGG%2BuJ8z2jw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.getlit.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cktownsend%40smjuhsd.org%7C47708ab01b06460c9b4008db4d9cb2fa%7C63ca8d2411de4684862b94ae31d6ff1c%7C1%7C0%7C638189108129052764%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7RUlg9Z%2BR5bJrHa7kxCn1MsK%2FiwI7dGytOkWEEqV5NU%3D&reserved=0

