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1. Use doubles and doubles plus or minus 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

U N I T  2  G O A L S  
 Count, write, and read numbers 0-120. 
 Represent numbers 0-120 in groups of tens & ones. 
 Fluently add and subtract up to 10. 
 Add and subtract numbers up to 20. 
 Solve addition and subtraction word problems to 20. 
 Addition of three numbers up to 20. 
 Relate subtraction to addition. 
 Understand and use math symbols (+, -, =). 
 Determine if an equation is true or false. 
 Solve for unknown number in equations (5+__=12;  __- 8=4) 
 Use strategies to add and subtract (see examples below). 
 

Strategies to Use: 

1. Use counting when adding or subtracting.  
2. Use doubles, doubles plus 1 or doubles minus 1. 
3. Use Think Addition to solve subtraction.  
4. Look for combinations of ten.  
5. Make a ten.  
6. Decompose a number leading to a ten. 
Words to Know: 
Compose – To put together. i.e. 8 and 1 is 9 or 5 and 7 is 12. 
Decompose – Breaking a number apart. i.e. 7 can be decomposed 
into 6 and 1; 5 and 2; 4 and 3.  
Addend – A number in an addition problem. i.e. 5 + 3 = 8; 5 and 3 
are addends. 8 is the sum of the addends 5 and 3.  

           
 

 
 

 

1. Use counting when adding or subtracting:  
• Counting On: Students start with a number and 

count on. For example, if the problem is 5 + 2, 
students start with 5 and count 5, 6, 7.  
So 5 + 2 = 7. 

• Counting Back: Students start with a number 
and count backwards. If the problem is 5 – 2, 
students start with 5 and count back 5, 4, 3.  
So 5 -2 = 3. 

• Counting Up to Subtract: Students start with a 
number being subtracted and count up to the 
number from which it is being subtracted. For 
example, for the problem 8 – 5, students can 
count 6, 7, 8. So 8– 5 = 3. 

 

3. Using Think Addition to solve subtraction:  

Students think of the related addition fact 
when presented with a subtraction problem.  
 
Example:  
8 - 5 = ___  

    
 
I know 5 + 3 = 8, so 8 – 5 = 3. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

2. Use doubles and doubles plus or minus 1: 

• Doubles: When two addends are the same, such as 3 + 

3 or 8 + 8. 

• Doubles Plus One: Where one addend is one more than 

the other, students use the doubles fact of the 

smaller addend to solve the problem. Such as 7 + 8 

Think: 7 + 7 + 1 = 14 + 1 = 15. 

• Doubles Minus One: Where one addend is one more 

than the other, students use the doubles fact of the 

larger addend to solve the problem. Such as 7 + 8 

Think: 8 + 8 - 1 = 16 - 1 = 15. 

  

5+3=8 

 

Ask your child, “What strategy 

did you use?”  Expect them to be 

able to explain their thinking. 
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Students will count, read, and write numbers to 
 120. 

 

Word Problems 
Students will continue to solve a variety of 
addition and subtraction situations. In this 
unit, we will be focusing on story problems 
using numbers up to 20. 
 
Examples: 
John has 14 fish. Sally has 6 fish. How many more 
fish does John have than Sally?  

14 - 6 = _____  
John has ___ more fish than Sally. 

 
John has 14 fish. Sally has some fish. Together they 
have 20 fish. How many fish does Sally have?  

14 + ___= 20  
Sally has ___ fish. 

 
John has some fish. Sally has 6 fish. Together they 
have 20 fish. How many fish does John have?  

____ + 6 = 20  
John has ___ fish. 

 
John has 4 fish. Sally has 7 fish. Michael has 6 fish. 
If the 3 friends put all of their fish in the same 
bucket, how many fish are in the bucket?  

4 + 7 + 6 = _____  
There are  ___ fish in the bucket. 

 

4. Looking for combinations of ten:  
When presented with a problem, students 
notice numbers that make a “friendly” ten.  

 
8 + 2 + 4 = ____ 
I know 8 + 2 = 10. Then I add 10 + 4.  
So 8 + 2 + 4 = 14. 
 

 
 
 
 5. Make a Ten:  
 
9 + 6 = ____    I know 9 + 1 = 10. I can 
take 1 from the 6. Now it is just 5.  

 
9 + 1 = 10.  Now I have 10 + 5. 
 
10 + 5 = 15, so 9 + 6 = 15. 

6. Decomposing a number leading to a ten:  
 
15 – 8 = ____ 
 
I know 8 can be decomposed into 5 
and 3. 
 
I can easily take 5 from 15.  
 
Now I have 10 – 3. 
10 – 3 = 7, so 15 – 8 = 7. 
 

Understanding the Meaning of the Equal Sign 
& Determine if Equations are True or False 

 
              True    False 
         9 + 2 = 5 + 6                        9 + 2 = 5 + 5 
         8 – 6 = 5 – 3                         8 – 6 = 5 – 4 
         8 – 5 = 3 + 0                         8 – 4 = 4 + 1                           
 

15 – 5 = 10 

  5      3 


