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LAKE RIDGE SCHOOLS 

A moment of silence was observed. 

The Mission statement was recited. 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Mr. Johnson called the meeting to order. 

Mr. Johnson called a roll call:  Mr. Diehl, Mr. Evans, Mrs. Osteen, Mr. Buckley, and Mr. 

Johnson was present and the Superintendent was present. 

Administrators present: Mrs. Trevino, Mr. Wilkerson Mrs. Martin, Ms. Kuntarich, Mr. 

Mikulich, Mrs. Sweeney and Ms. Harris 

 This is a Virtual Meeting of the Board of School Trustees of the Lake Ridge New Tech 

Schools, Lake County Indiana, October 26, 2020 at 6:13 PM, in the Zoom Virtual 

Application.  

 

Claims and  Mr. Buckley moved to consider the attached Accounts Payable Vouchers and the  

Payroll  October 16, 2020 payroll for payment.  Mr. Evans seconded.   

  Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Buckley – aye, Mr. Evans – aye, Mr. 

Johnson – was having technical difficulties, Mrs. Osteen – aye, Mr. Diehl - aye.  

With a vote of 4 - ayes and 0 – nays, motion carried. 

 

Treasurer  Mr. Evans moved to consider the Treasurer Report as of September 30, 2020.  Mrs.  

Report  Osteen seconded.   

   Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Buckley – Aye, Mr. Evans – aye, Mr.  

   Johnson – aye, Mrs. Osteen – aye, Mr. Diehl - aye.  With a vote of 5 - ayes and 0 –  

   nays, motion carried. 

 

Treasurer  Mrs. Osteen moved to consider the 1st Midwest Self Insurance Treasurer Report as  

Report  of September 30, 2020.  Mr. Evans seconded.    

   Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Buckley – Aye, Mr. Evans – aye, Mr.  

   Johnson – aye, Mrs. Osteen – aye, Mr. Diehl - aye.  With a vote of 5 - ayes and 0 –  

   nays, motion carried. 

 

Treasurer  Mr. Evans moved to consider the 1st Midwest Athletic Complex Donation Fund  

Report   Treasurer Report as of September 30, 2020.  Mrs. Osteen seconded.    

   Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Buckley – Aye, Mr. Evans – aye, Mr.  

   Johnson – aye, Mrs. Osteen – aye, Mr. Diehl - aye.  With a vote of 5 - ayes and 0 –  

   nays, motion carried. 

 

Year’s Service Dr. Shirley presented a plaque to Sandi Sweeney for her “Years of Service” at Lake 

Award    Ridge New Tech Schools. 

   Sandi Sweeney thanked Dr. Shirley and Board for the award.  Sandi said, “I  

   appreciate the opportunity to serve this community, our families, and wonderful  

   students.  It has been a wonderful ride.” 
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Presentation  Ms. Kuntarich discussed the Winter Sports Spectator Fan Plan.   

   Mr. Wadkins discussed the Return to Wrestling Safety Plan. 

 

Professional Development 

       

  Recommended Regin Johnson attend the Virtual High Ability Teacher Boot  

  Camp on November 16, 2020 with expenses paid from the High Ability Grant. 

 

  Recommended Jodi Garcia attend the Early Intervention Strategies for  

  Students Struggling with Reading Accuracy and Fluency Grades K-2 Online  

  Course with expenses paid from Title IIA. 

 

 

  Recommended Kathy Martin, Lisa Driscoll, Jenae McKnight, Rose Phelan,  

  and Earl Smith attend the Visible Learning in the ELA Classroom Virtual  

  Workshop on October 27, 2020 with expenses paid from Title IIA. 

 

  Recommended Angelina Maine attend the “Teach Your Heart Out”, Virtual  

  Conference on November 6-7, 2020 with expenses paid from Title IIA. 

 

  Recommended Dr. Sharon Johnson-Shirley attend the virtual NABSE 48th  

  Annual Conference on December 3-5, 2020. 

 

  Dr. Shirley recommended approval of the professional development items. 

 

        Mrs. Osteen moved.  Mr. Evans seconded.   

 

                  Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Buckley – Aye, Mr. Evans – aye,  

  Mr. Johnson – aye, Mrs. Osteen – aye, Mr. Diehl - aye.  With a vote of 5 - ayes  

  and 0 - nays, motion carried.  

 

Leave/Resignation/Employment 
 

  All new employment to Lake Ridge New Tech Schools is contingent upon  

  a cleared expanded Criminal History Background Check within 30 days  

  and a cleared Expanded Child Protection Index Check within 60 days of  

  effective date.  IC 20-26-2-1.5 and IC 20-26-2-1.3 

 

  Recommended accepting Rafael Swift’s resignation from the Title I  

  Paraprofessional position at Longfellow New Tech Elementary School effective  

  October 21, 2020. 

 

  Recommended accepting Madeline Mercado’s resignation from the Title I  

  Paraprofessional position at Longfellow New Tech Elementary School effective  

  October 21, 2020. 

 

  Dr. Shirley recommended approval of leaves/resignations/employment items. 

 

  Mr. Buckley moved.  Mrs. Osteen seconded.   
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  Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Buckley – Aye, Mr. Evans – aye, Mr.  

    Johnson – aye, Mrs. Osteen – aye, Mr. Diehl - aye.  With a vote of 5 - ayes and 0  

    - nays, motion carried.  

   

New Business 

 

VoIP  Recommended approving the bid from ENA to purchase the VoIP telephone  

Telephone system paid from the Operations Fund. 

 

Melissa Recommended Melissa Reno work for an additional 25 days beyond the 212  

Reno  days a year she is contracted for paid from the Head Start Grant. 

 

Health   Recommended approving the self-insurance health rates for the calendar year  

Insurance 2021. 

 

Donations Recommended accepting the following donations for Calumet New Tech High  

  School: 

  $300 – from Illinois Prairie Community Foundations, Inc. for the Boys  

  Basketball Account 

  $50 – from Dori Downing for the Boys Basketball Account 

  $50 – From Dori Downing for the Girls Basketball Account 

 

Fundraisers Recommended approving the following fundraisers for Calumet New Tech High  

  School: 

  November 14, 2020 – 5:00 PM-9:00 PM Chipotle in Highland – percentage of  

  sale to the Swim Account 

  December 17-26, 2020 – shop at Five Below – percentage of sales to the Swim  

  Account 

 

Winter Sport We are recommending approving the Winter Sports Spectator Plan. 

 

Wrestling We are recommending approving the Return to Wrestling Safely Plan 

Plan 

  Dr. Shirley recommended approval of the new business items. 

 

   Mr. Diehl moved.  Mrs. Osteen seconded.   

    

  Mr. Johnson called for a roll call vote:  Mr. Buckley – Aye, Mr. Evans – aye, Mr.  

    Johnson – aye, Mrs. Osteen – aye, Mr. Diehl - aye.  With a vote of 5 - ayes and 0  

  - nays, motion carried. 

 

Discussion  Mr. Johnson opened the floor to the community. 

 

   Mr. Wadkins thanked the Board for having confidence in me and Ms.  

   Kuntarich.  We will not disappoint you and will follow the plan exactly.” 

 

   Ms. Kuntarich thanked the Board and Dr. Shirley for listening to us tonight.  We  

   are here to keep the students safe, to the best of our ability.  We thank you for  

   your support.” 
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 Discussion  Mr. Johnson opened the floor to the Board. 

 

   Mr. Buckley thanked everyone for attending tonight’s meeting.  Mr. Buckley  

   said to Mrs. Sweeney, “It has been a pleasure to work with you over the years.  It  

   will be real hard to fill your shoes.  I wish you the very best of luck.  I know you  

   will have a great retirement.  I will miss you.” 

   Mr. Buckley said to Ms. Kuntarich and Mr. Wadkins, “It seems you have a real  

   handle on how to deal with COVID.  The numbers that you shared tonight are  

   phenomenal.  The amount of cases and/or quarantine that has had to happen is  

   minimal.  I commend you on the plans you have discussed tonight, with little to  

   no guidance coming from area health associations.  It seems to me you should  

   share your plan with others.”  Mr. Buckley concluded by wishing everyone a  

   good night.     

 

   Mr. Evans said to Mrs. Sweeney, “I wish you a very good retirement.  From all  

   of my family, thank you for everything you have done for Lake Ridge.” 

   Mr. Evans said to Ms. Kuntarich and Mr. Wadkins, “Thank you for tonight’s  

   presentation.  As much as anyone, I want to get our students back.  If sports is  

   the way to get them back into the buildings, I will support you all the way.  So  

   far, you have been very successful in keeping our students safe.  Maybe others  

   can learn from you.”  Mr. Evans concluded by wishing everyone a good evening. 

 

   Mrs. Osteen said, “Mrs. Sweeney we will miss you a lot.  You are a wonderful  

   person and a wonderful educator.”  Mrs. Osteen conclude by thanking everyone  

   for attending tonight’s meeting. 

 

   Mr. Diehl thanked Ms. Kuntarich and Mr. Wadkins for everything they do for  

   this district.  Mr. Diehl said to Mrs. Sweeney, “I wish you all the best in your  

   retirement.  You have done a great job at Lake Ridge.  Enjoy your time in  

   Florida.”  Mr. Diehl thanked everyone for attending tonight’s meeting.  Mr.  

   Diehl concluded by saying, “I have done a lot of thinking lately.  A t-shirt I wish  

   I would see states, “Red and Yellow, Black and White, They are Precious in His  

   Sight.  All Lives Matter.” 

 

   Adrian Wilkerson thanked everyone for attending tonight’s meeting.  Mr.  

   Wilkson said to Mrs. Sweeney, “You will be missed.  Your kindness, positive  

   attitude, and dedication to students and staff have been valued.”   

   Mr. Wilkerson said to Ms. Kuntarich and Mr. Wadkins, “I thank you for  

   tonight’s presentation.  I have known Mr. Wadkins for a good portion of my life.   

   If anyone can make wrestling work during this COVID pandemic, it is Mr.  

   Wadkins.” 

   Mr. Wilkerson reminded everyone that Election Day is a week from Tuesday.   

   Mr. Wilkerson said, “Please exercise your right to vote and make your voice  

   heard.” 

 

   Mrs. Trevino thanked everyone for attending tonight’s meeting.  Mrs. Trevino  

   also reminded everyone to get out and vote.  Mrs. Trevino thanked Ms.  

   Kuntarich and Mr. Wadkins for their presentation. 

   Mrs. Trevino said to Mrs. Sweeney, “I wish you all of the best and I want to  

   thank you for your years of service at Lake Ridge and also to my family.” 
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   Dr. Shirley said, “We had a luncheon for Mrs. Sweeney today.  Everyone had a  

   chance to give her words-of-wisdom as she moves into the next chapter of her  

   life.”  

   Dr. Shirley said, “Last week we lost two members of our community.  I don’t  

   want that to pass by as “business as usual”.  For those students who are no longer  

   with us, I hope their families find peace.”  

   Dr. Shirley said, “last week we had a successful day with our Administrative  

   Team in our leadership strategic planning process.  We have started the work for  

   the 2021-2023 Strategic Plan.  Today we have solicited the help of community  

   members, parents, teachers and other staff.  They will be working in focus  

   groups to discuss what is going on in our schools.  Your input is very valuable, in  

   these focus groups.  It will help us make our Strategic Plan so that we may  

   improve and make Lake Ridge New Tech Schools one of the best school districts  

   around.  For those parents and community members who agreed to participate, I  

   say thank you.  We look forward to hearing your input.  We really need honest  

   answers.”  

 

   Mr. Johnson thanked everyone for attending tonight’s meeting.  Mr. Johnson  

   reminded everyone to exercise their right to vote between now and November 3,  

   2020.  Mr. Johnson said to Mrs. Sweeney, “You will be missed.  I appreciate  

   everything you have done for Lake Ridge and our students but, I also appreciate  

   you.  You have been a good friend and confidant throughout my time on the  

   Board.” 

   Mr. Johnson said to Ms. Kuntarich and Mr. Wadkins, “I appreciate you sharing  

   your detailed plan with us.”   

   Mr. Johnson said, “I attended our sectional game on Friday.  Congratulations to  

   the football team for a huge victory.” 

 

 

  

Adjournment  Mr. Evans moved to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 6:40 PM. 


