
3rd Grade ELA Essential Standards

3.RI.1

3.RI.2

3.RI.3

3.RL.3

3.RI.9

3.RL.10

3.W.1

3.W.2

Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the
text as the basis for the answers.

Determine the main idea of a text; recount and paraphrase the key details and explain how
they support the main idea.

Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts,
or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence,
and cause/effect.

Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how
their actions contribute to the sequence of events.

Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories written by the same author
about the same or similar characters (e.g., in books from a series). Compare and contrast
the most important points and key details presented in two texts on the same topic.

By the end of the year, proficiently and independently read and comprehend literature,
including stories, dramas, and poetry, in a text complexity range determined by qualitative
and quantitative measures appropriate to grade 3. By the end of the year, proficiently and
independently read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies,
science, and technical texts, in a text complexity range determined by qualitative and
quantitative measures appropriate to grade 3.

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, using reasons to support one's point of view. a.
Introduce the topic or text, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure that lists
reasons. b. Provide reasons that support the opinion. c. Use linking words and phrases
(e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect opinion and reasons. d. Provide a
concluding statement or section.

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly. a. Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations
when useful to aiding comprehension. b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and
details. c. Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to connect
ideas within categories of information. d. Provide a concluding statement or section.


