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Guide for Military Parents with Special Needs Children 
Regarding the Military Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children 

 
 
Compact Purpose 
 
The Interstate Commission on Educational Opportunity for Military Children, also known as the 
Military Interstate Children’s Compact Commission (MIC3), is an interstate compact that 
supports successful educational transitions for military-connected students.  Interstate 
Compacts are essentially contractual agreements between states, written into statute, that 
allow state governments to work collaboratively when addressing issues or concerns across 
boundaries.   
 
While compacts are an effective mechanism for states to utilize and solve problems, it is not 
exhaustive in its coverage. Developed through a partnership between the Council of State 
Governments and the Department of Defense, the MIC3 does address the key issues 
encountered by military families: eligibility, enrollment, placement, and graduation.  
 
What are the Legal Parameters of Compact Law? 
 
So how do interstate compacts influence state and federal laws and regulations? First, the rules 
and regulations of an interstate compact supersede any state laws or regulations and have the 
force and effect of statutory law.  When a state joins an interstate compact, they are entering a 
contractual agreement between the states, enacted through legislative means, through the 
adoption of a model compact language. This grants MIC3 the authority to implement consistent 
education practices when working in partnership with schools and military families.    
 
Second, while the rules and regulations of an interstate compact supplant state law, it does not 
supersede federal law.  Interstate compacts often are viewed as a way for states to work 
cooperatively to avoid federal intervention or a federally mandated solution.  Member states of 
an interstate compacts are subject to the laws and regulations passed by the federal 
government.  
  
So How Does the Compact Support Military Students? 
 
MIC3’s state appointed Compact Commissioner is responsible for, among other duties, 
responding in a timely manner to Commission requests or referrals from other member states, 
School Liaisons, schools, military families, and the National Office.  The Commissioner assists 
with education related cases, including those regarding Special Education, involving military-
connected students through sharing of resources and promoting communication by connecting 
stakeholders.  Prior to the MIC3, this mechanism of support was not available to military 
families when they transitioned between states, and they had no alternative when issues 
related to their children’s education occurred.     
 

https://mic3.net/assets/what-is-an-interstate-compact.pdf
https://mic3.net/assets/what-is-an-interstate-compact.pdf
https://mic3.net/assets/what-is-an-interstate-compact.pdf
https://mic3.net/assets/compact-model-language.pdf
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How Does the Compact Support Exceptional Family Members? 
 
While the MIC3 allows states to collaborate, problem solve, and provide consistency certain 
education related areas, such as Special Education, are guided by federal law that mandates 
what states and interstate compacts must do to meet the needs of students with disabilities.  
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) leaves room for states to interpret the 
rules and pass their own laws on how to apply them.  However, state laws cannot contradict 
the IDEA, and states cannot provide less than the federal law requires.  IDEA Sec. 300.508 Due 
process complaint outlines the process for individuals or agencies should a violation of the 
federal law is believed to have occurred.  
 
The Compact Rules outline, in Chapter 500 – PLACEMENT & ATTENDANCE, SEC. 5.103 Special 
Education Services, how Compact Commissioners work within the confines of the federal IDEA 
law and their state Department of Education to assist military-connected families and the local 
education authority when issues related to Special Education occur.  While the MIC3, as an 
interstate compact, does not replace the federal IDEA, it shares resources and promote 
communication to military families with exceptional family members.   
 

State and School District Links and Resources 

Links to state division and district special education departments are provided below. *Military 

Impacted Schools Association (MISA) member, which is an ex-officio member of the 

Commission.  

Alabama 

• DOE SPED Services: https://www.alsde.edu/sec/ses/pages/home.aspx 

• *Daleville City Board of Education (Fort Rucker) 
a. Special Education Services 

 
Alaska 

• Department of Education & Early Development SPED  
 

Arizona 

• Department of Education Exceptional Student Services  

• *Fort Huachuca School District (Fort Huachuca) 
a. Special Services  

 
Arkansas 

• Division of Elementary and Secondary Education Special Education Unit  

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/about-idea/
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/e/300.508
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/e/300.508
https://mic3.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Rules-Book-Edits-20190905_HYPERLINK.pdf
https://www.alsde.edu/sec/ses/pages/home.aspx
http://www.daleville.k12.al.us/
http://www.daleville.k12.al.us/Content2/46
https://education.alaska.gov/sped
https://www.azed.gov/specialeducation
https://www.fhasd.org/
https://www.fhasd.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=1522172&type=d&pREC_ID=1658471
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/special-education
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o ARKSPED portal 
 

California 

• Department of Education, Special Education 

• *Central Union School District (Lemoore NAS) 
o Special Education Services 

• *Coronado Unified School District (Naval Air Station North Island) 
o Special Education 

• *Fallbrook Union Elementary School District (Camp Pendleton) 
o Special Education 

• *Oceanside Unified School District (Camp Pendleton - Marine Corps) 
o Special Education 

• *Sierra Sands USD (China Lake Naval Air Weapons Station) 
o Special Education and PPS 

• *Silver Valley Unified School District (Fort Irwin) 
o Special Education 

• Travis Unified School District (Travis AFB-AMC) 
o Special Education 

• *Wheatland School District (Beale AFB-ACC) 
o Special Education 

 
Colorado 

• Department of Education, Office of Special Education  

• *El Paso County School District #8 (Fort Carson, Peterson AFB) 
o Special Education 

 
Connecticut 

• State Department of Education Special Education 
 

Delaware  

• Department of Education, Special Education for Families and Communities 
 

Florida  

• Department of Education, Exceptional Student Education 
 

Georgia 

• Department of Education, Special Education Services and Student Supports 

• *Bryan County School District (Fort Stewart) Camden County Schools (Kings Bay Naval 
Submarine Base) 

https://arksped.k12.ar.us/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/
http://www.central.k12.ca.us/home
http://www.central.k12.ca.us/departments/student_services_/special_ed
https://coronadousd.net/
https://coronadousd.net/departments/student-services/special-education/
https://www.fuesd.org/
https://www.fuesd.org/special-education/
https://www.oside.us/
https://www.oside.us/Domain/109
http://www.ssusd.org/
http://www.ssusd.org/departments/speced_pps
http://www.svusdk12.net/
http://www.svusdk12.net/district_office_departments/special_education
https://www.travisusd.org/
https://www.travisusd.org/domain/29
https://www.wheatlandsd.com/
https://www.wheatlandsd.com/District/Programs/index.html
https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped
https://www.ffc8.org/
https://www.ffc8.org/domain/50
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Services/Special-Education
https://www.doe.k12.de.us/Page/2298
https://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.bryan.k12.ga.us/
http://www.camden.k12.ga.us/
http://www.camden.k12.ga.us/
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o Exceptional Student Services 

• *Camden County Schools (Kings Bay Naval Submarine Base) 
o Special Education Department 

• *Liberty County Board of Education (Fort Stewart AFB) 
o Department of Exceptional Learning 

 
Hawaii 

• Department of Education, Special Needs 
 

Idaho  

• Department of Education, Special Needs 
 

Illinois 

• State Board of Education, Special Education 

• *Mascoutah Community School Unit S.D. #19 (Scott AFB-AMC) 
o Special Services 

• *North Chicago CUSD #187 (Great Lakes Naval Air Station) 
o Special Education Process 

 
Indiana 

• Department of Education, Special Education 
 

Iowa 

• Department of Education, Special Education 
 
Kansas 
 

• State Department of Education, Special Education Services 

• *Fort Leavenworth School District (Fort Leavenworth) 
o Special Services 

• *Geary County Unified School District #475 (Fort Riley) 
o Special Education 

 
Kentucky 

• Department of Education, Special Education Services 
 

Louisiana 

• Department of Education, Children with Disabilities 

• *Vernon Parish School Board (Fort Polk) 

https://www.bryan.k12.ga.us/page/exceptional-student-services
http://www.camden.k12.ga.us/
http://www.camden.k12.ga.us/departments/special_education
http://www.liberty.k12.ga.us/
https://www.liberty.k12.ga.us/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=200598&type=d
https://www.hawaiipublicschools.org/TeachingAndLearning/SpecializedPrograms/SpecialEducation/Pages/home.aspx
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/sped/
https://www.isbe.net/specialeducation
http://msd19.org/
https://www.msd19.org/page/about-ss
http://d187.org/
https://www.d187.org/page/special-education-process
https://insource.org/get-help/resources/us-department-of-education-office-of-special-education/
https://educateiowa.gov/pk-12/special-education
https://www.ksde.org/Agency/Division-of-Learning-Services/Special-Education-and-Title-Services/Special-Education?TSPD_101_R0=0812b43512ab2000c2a92a014d2fb578d0a696c6fb435648fc795d6a7d5e7a00a973c32b7bd1e17408549f70ae1430004fc60760d1da58f4edc496239c093687ddec0a4e4abca7c5e174746ca8a808783298c0e716a1272fcac6ba18305e50dc
http://www.usd207.org/
https://www.usd207.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=261181&type=d&pREC_ID=591522
http://www.usd475.org/
http://www.usd475.org/departments/special-education/
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/students-with-disabilities
http://www.vpsb.gabbarthost.com/
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o Special Education 
 

Maine 

• Department of Education, Office of Special Services 
 

Maryland 

• Department of Education, Special Education Services 

 

Massachusetts 

• Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, Special Education 
 

Michigan 

• Department of Education, Special Education 
 

Minnesota 

• Department of Education, Special Education 
 

Mississippi 

• Department of Education, Special Education 
 

Missouri 

• Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, Special Education 

• *Knob Noster School District R-VIII (Whiteman AFB-ACC) 
o Special Services 

• *Waynesville R-VI Schools (Ft. Leonard Wood) 
o Special Services 

 

Montana 

• Office of Public Instruction, Special Education 
 

Nebraska 

• Department of Education, Office of Special Education  

• *Bellevue Public Schools (Offutt AFB-ACC) 
o Special Education 

https://www.vpsb.gabbarthost.com/194847_2
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/specialed
http://mdod.maryland.gov/education/Pages/Special-Education-Servcies.aspx
https://www.doe.mass.edu/sped/
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-6598---,00.html
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/fam/sped/
https://www.mdek12.org/OSE
https://dese.mo.gov/special-education
http://www.knobnoster.k12.mo.us/
http://www.knobnoster.k12.mo.us/t_e_a_c_h_i_n_g_a_n_d_l_e_a_r_n_i_n_g/student_services/special_services
http://waynesville.k12.mo.us/
https://www.waynesville.k12.mo.us/Domain/920
http://opi.mt.gov/Educators/School-Climate-Student-Wellness/Special-Education
https://www.education.ne.gov/sped/
https://www.education.ne.gov/sped/
http://www.bellevuepublicschools.org/
https://www.bellevuepublicschools.org/vnews/display.v/SEC/District%20Programs%7CSpecial%20Education
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Nevada 

• Department of Education, Office of Inclusion Education 
 

New Hampshire 

• Department of Education, Special Education 
 

New Jersey 

• Department of Education, Special Education 

• *Northern Burlington Regional County School District (McGuire AFB-AMC) 
o Special Services 

• *North Hanover School District (McGuire AFB-AMC) 
o Special Services 

• *Pemberton Township (Ft. Dix, McGuire AFB-AMC) 
o Special Services 

 

New Mexico 

• Public Education Department, Special Education 
 

New York 

• Department of Education, Special Education 

• *Carthage Central SD (Fort Drum) 
o Special Education 

• *Highland Falls School District (U.S. Military Academy - West Point) 
o Pupil Personnel Services 

• *Indian River Central School District (Fort Drum) 
o Pupil Personnel Services 

 

North Carolina 

• Department of Public Instruction, Students with Disabilities 

• *Cumberland County Schools (Ft. Bragg) 
o Student Services 

• *Hartnett County School District (Fort Bragg) 
o Student Support Services 

• *Onslow County Board of Education (Camp LeJuene) 
o Exceptional Children Services 

• *Wayne County Public Schools (Seymour Johnson AFB) 
o 504 Services 

https://doe.nv.gov/Inclusive_Education/
https://www.education.nh.gov/specialeducation
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/
http://www.nburlington.com/
https://www.nburlington.com/o/nbc-rsd/page/special-services--159
http://www.nhanover.com/
https://www.nhanover.com/cms/one.aspx?pageId=949553
http://www.pemberton.k12.nj.us/
https://www.pemberton.k12.nj.us/site/Default.aspx?PageID=314
https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/special-education/
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/special-education
http://www.carthagecsd.org/
https://www.carthagecsd.org/departments_services/special_education
http://www.hffmcsd.org/
https://www.hffmcsd.org/domain/64
http://www.ircsd.org/
https://www.ircsd.org/en-US/pupil-personnel-services-75d4326b
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/students-families/parents-corner/students-disabilities
http://www.ccs.k12.nc.us/
https://www.ccs.k12.nc.us/Domain/1643
https://www.harnett.k12.nc.us/
https://www.harnett.k12.nc.us/Domain/99
https://www.onslow.k12.nc.us/domain/129
https://www.onslow.k12.nc.us/domain/160
http://www.waynecountyschools.org/
https://www.waynecountyschools.org/504.aspx
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North Dakota 

• Department of Public Instruction, Special Education 

• *Grand Forks School District (Grand Forks AFB-ACC) 
o Special Education 

• *Minot Public School District #1 (Minot AFB-ACC) 
o Special Education 

 

Ohio 

• Department of Education, Special Education 
 

Oklahoma 

• Department of Education, Special Education Services 

• *Altus Public School (Tinker AFB) 
o Special Education 

• *Choctaw-Nicoma Park Public Schools (Tinker AFB) 
o Special Services 

• *Lawton Public Schools (Fort Sill) 
o Special Education 

 

Oregon 

• Department of Education, Special Education 
 

Pennsylvania 

• Department of Education, Special Education 
 

Rhode Island 

• Department of Education, Special Education 

• *Public Schools of Middletown (Naval Education Training Centers, Newport) 
o Special Education 

 

South Carolina 

• Department of Education, Special Education Services 
 

South Dakota 

• Department of Education, Special Education Programs 

• *Douglas School District 51-1 (Ellsworth AFB-ACC) 

https://www.nd.gov/dpi/education-programs/special-education
http://www.gfschools.org/
https://www.gfschools.org/domain/37
http://www.minot.k12.nd.us/
https://www.minot.k12.nd.us/en-US/special-services-995f0f06
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Special-Education
https://sde.ok.gov/special-education
https://www.altusps.com/
https://www.altusps.com/departments/special-education
https://www.cnpschools.org/
https://www.cnpschools.org/departments/social-services-title-vi-indian-education
http://www.lawtonps.org/
https://www.lawtonps.org/page/special-services
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/SpecialEducation/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/K-12/Special%20Education/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.ride.ri.gov/StudentsFamilies/SpecialEducation.aspx
http://www.mpsri.net/
https://www.mpsri.net/page/special-education
https://ed.sc.gov/districts-schools/special-education-services/
https://doe.sd.gov/sped/
http://www.dsdk12.net/
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Tennessee 

• Department of Education, Special Education 

• *Clarksville-Montgomery County School System (Fort Campbell) 
o Special Education 

 

Texas 

• Education Agency, Special Education 

• *Burkburnett Independent School District (Sheppard AFB-AETC) 
o Special Education 

• *Copperas Cove ISD (Fort Hood) 
o Special Education 

• *El Paso Independent School District (Ft Bliss) 
o Special Education 

• *Fort Sam Houston Independent School District (Fort Sam Houston) 
o Special Programs 

• *Killeen Independent School District (Fort Hood) 
o Special Education 

• *Lackland Independent School District (Lackland AFB-AETC) 
o Special Needs 

• *Randolph Field Independent School District (Randolph AFB-AETC) 
o Instructional Services 

• *Schertz-Cibolo-Universal City ISD 
o Special Education 

 

Utah 

• State Board of Education, Special Education Services 

 

Vermont 

• Agency of Education, Special Education 
 

Virginia 

• Department of Education, Special Education 

• *Chesapeake Public Schools (NSA Hampton Road Northwest Annex/St. Julien's Creek 
Naval Ammo Depot) 

• *Prince George County Public Schools (Fort Lee, Federal Reformatory, National Military 
Park) 

• *Virginia Beach City Public Schools (Norfolk Naval Base, Ft. Story) 

https://www.tn.gov/education/student-support/special-education.html
http://www.cmcss.net/
https://www.cmcss.net/instruction/special-education/
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education
http://www.burkburnettisd.org/
https://www.burkburnettisd.org/bisd-special-ed-military
http://www.ccisd.com/
https://www.ccisd.com/147087_2
https://www.episd.org/
https://www.episd.org/Domain/201
http://www.fshisd.net/
https://www.fshisd.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=1666796&type=d&pREC_ID=1816472
http://www.killeenisd.org/
https://www.killeenisd.org/special_education
http://www.lacklandisd.net/
https://www.lacklandisd.net/departments/curriculum-and-instruction/special-education
https://www.rfisd.net/
https://www.rfisd.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=767014&type=d&pREC_ID=1170395
https://www.scuc.txed.net/
https://www.scuc.txed.net/domain/35
https://www.schools.utah.gov/specialeducation
https://education.vermont.gov/student-support/vermont-special-education
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/special_ed/
https://cpschools.com/
https://cpschools.com/
http://www.pgs.k12.va.us/
http://www.pgs.k12.va.us/
http://www.vbschools.com/
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Washington 

• Office of Public Instruction, Special Education 

• *Bremerton Schools (Naval Base Kitsap) 
o Special Education 

• *Central Kitsap School District #401 (Navy Base Kitsap) 
o Student Services 

• *Clover Park School District (Joint Base Lewis-McChord) 

• *Medical Lake School District (Fairchild AFB) 
o Student Services 

• *Oak Harbor Public Schools (Naval Air Station Whidbey Island) 
o Special Education 

 

West Virginia 

• Department of Education, Office of Special Education 
o Resources for Children with Disabilities 

 

Wisconsin 

• Department of Education, Special Education Team 
 

Wyoming 

• Department of Education, Special Education Programs 
 

U.S. Department of Defense and Other Resources 
 

• DODEA Schools, Special Education 

• Military One Source, Special Needs 

• Specialized Training of Military Parents (STOMP) 
 

https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/special-education
http://www.bremertonschools.org/
https://www.bremertonschools.org/domain/76
http://www.cksd.wednet.edu/
https://www.ckschools.org/cms/one.aspx?portalId=11175&pageId=34664
https://cpsd.cloverpark.k12.wa.us/
http://www.mlsd.org/
https://www.mlsd.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=596153&type=d&pREC_ID=1080207
https://www.ohsd.net/
https://www.ohsd.net/Page/5367
https://wvde.us/special-education/
https://ddc.wv.gov/resources/pages/forchildrenwithdevelopmentaldisabilities.aspx
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped
https://edu.wyoming.gov/for-district-leadership/special-programs/
https://www.dodea.edu/curriculum/specialeduc/index.cfm
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/family-relationships/special-needs/
https://wapave.org/specialized-training-of-military-parents-stomp/

