
Finishing with Honor 
by Josh Cumpston, Administrator

Our junior class 
recently hosted the 
Honor Banquet 
for our seniors, se-
nior parents, and 
pastors of our se-

niors. It was a new event this year 
designed to help celebrate the cul-
mination of our mission statement: 
“to come alongside the family and 
the church by providing a Christ-
centered education, equipping 
students with a Biblical worldview, 
and encouraging a love relationship 
with the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

The evening consisted of an el-
egantly decorated formal banquet. 
We enjoyed a great meal, had a 
time of recognizing seniors, prayed 
over the class, and closed the eve-
ning with dessert. Following the 
banquet the students were taken to 
Timberlake for an after party.

The purpose of the evening was 
to bring glory and honor to God 
for the talents and gifts that He has 
given to our seniors and to recog-
nize and celebrate how they have 
used these talents to make a differ-
ence. We also wanted our seniors 
to honor their parents by writing 
them a tribute, and we also gave 
the parents a chance to write a let-
ter—almost a blessing—to their 
son or daughter. 

They exchanged these letters dur-
ing dessert and had time to talk 
and share with each other.

A couple of weeks before the event 
I gave questionnaires to all of our 

nc advance
nebraska christian schools  —  building lives for eternity

spring 2012	 volume 42 • number 1

continued on pg. 6

Formal dresses? Check. Class 
pictures? Check. A delicious meal? 
Check. An intense and fun after 
party? Check.

While this may sound like the 
makings of a traditional junior-
senior banquet, in reality it was 
something much different and in-
credibly meaningful: the first annual 
Honor Banquet. Superintendent 
Josh Cumpston, who organized the 
event with the assistance of junior 
class sponsor Patty Welk and several 
junior parents, designed Honor to 
be a time of recognizing the gradu-
ating seniors for the impact they 
had on others during their time at 
Nebraska Christian. The seniors’ 
parents, pastors, and teachers were 
all invited to the event and shared in 

the time of recognition. 
Following a prime rib dinner 

served by the junior boys, Cumpston 
read statements from other students 
about each senior, which allowed 
them to get a glimpse of the impact 
they had on the atmosphere of the 
school. Of this part of the evening, 
senior Joey Sun said, “Having every 
senior honored in the way of others 
paying tribute to them was a great 
part of the night. It introduced se-
niors in a different way and gave 

“Honor” 
Brings New 

Spring Formal 
Tradition

After winning the Goldenrod 
Conference Quiz Bowl and placing 
second at the ESU 7 District com-
petition, the NC quiz bowl team 
boldly went where no NC quiz 
bowler had gone before: the state 
competition. This competition, 
put on by the state Educational 
Service Unit, was comprised of the 
top two teams from each ESU. The 
NC team beat Silver Lake in the 
first round, lost to Syracuse in the 
second, beat Hemingford in the 

Senior High Quiz Bowl Team. Row 1: Coach Dee Flynn, 
Scott Smith, Kim Deichmann, Tori Swanson, Sophia Zhang. Row 2: 
Braden Moody, Tym Whisenand, Jahn Landrigan, Beran Fisher, Kevin 
Cheng, Jeff Hilderbrand. (Not pictured: Levi Landrigan.)

Quiz Bowl Team Competes at State

third, and was eliminated after los-
ing to North Platte St. Patrick’s in 
the fourth round.

us a new perspective in seeing how 
we had influenced others.” After 
the time of recognition, each pastor 
who attended the evening prayed 
over the seniors, and the formal por-
tion of the evening ended with the 
seniors and their parents exchanging 
letters over dessert.

The students then loaded the 
bus for Timberlake Ranch Camps, 
where an Amazing Race-style com-
petition ensued. Then the students 
returned to campus for breakfast 
before heading home. 

This new event is one the 2012 
seniors will remember as they head 
into the next phase of their lives, 
and it is one that the underclass-
men will eagerly anticipate in years 
to come.

Alumni: Want to connect with  
former classmates and teachers?

NC Alumni Facebook Page  
www.facebook.com/nebraskachristian 
Nebraska Christian Alumni Website  

www.alumniclass.com/nebraskachristian 

Above: The Junior class at Honor Banquet.
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Calendar of Events*

M AY 
   17	 School Dismisses for 

Summer

18-19	 State Track

j u n e
 4-6	 Lady Eagle Volleyball Camp 

Grades 3-6, 2:00 - 4:30 pm 
Grades 7-9, 2:00 - 5:00 pm

 4-6	 Junior Eagle Football Camp 
Grades 3-6, 2:00 - 4:30 pm 

13-15	 Lady Eagle Basketball Camp 
Grades 3-6, 2:00 - 4:30 pm 
Grades 7-8, 2:00 - 5:00 pm 
Grades 9-12, 9:00 am - 12:00 n

18-20	 Boys’ Junior Eagle 
Basketball Camp 
Grades 3-5, 9:00 am - 12:00 n 
Grades 6-8, 1:00 - 4:00 pm

a u g u s t
   6	 Football Practice Begins

   7	 Registration

  13	 Cross Country & Volleyball 
Practice Begin

  14	 School Begins 

*For additional events, check our 
website, www.nebraskachristian.org

Tune in Saturday  
afternoons at 1:04 p.m. 
and Sunday mornings 

at 10:30 a.m. to hear 
Josh and Gordon on 

AM-750 KMMJ.

Dollars & Sense by Tom Dockweiler (’79), Business Manager

What a privilege 
to be wrapping up 

another year of ministry at Nebras-
ka Christian Schools. Again this 
year we have added to the number 
of students who have graduated 
from Nebraska Christian Schools 
with a Christ-centered education, 
a Biblical worldview and a love 
relationship with the Lord Jesus 
Christ. We thank God for that.

Success in our mission at 
Nebraska Christian Schools is ac-
complished by the contributions of 
many. For each student who enrolls 
at Nebraska Christian Schools, at 
least three distinct contributions 
are made.

The first contribution is made 
by the staff of Nebraska Christian 
Schools. The cost to educate any 
student in the state of Nebraska av-
erages $10,000. Many of our staff 
have accepted positions at salaries 
lower than they could make else-
where. We thank God for staff 

2011-2012 Giving 
Needed: $500,000  Actual: $319,850

members who see their work as a 
ministry and not just a job. Their 
contribution to our mission means 
that our cost per student is only 
$7,000. This cost is for actual 
classroom instruction and excludes 
room and board, extracurricular 
activities, the cost of the interna-
tional program, etc. It is about the 
same for every 1st through 12th 
grade student.

The next contribution is the tu-
ition checks written by parents, 
students, and other interested par-
ties. We thank God for students, 
parents, relatives, churches, and 
others who see the value of our mis-
sion and invest in it. The board’s 
stated policy is that tuition costs 
should be held “to a minimum” 
without allowing “expenses to ex-
ceed the funds the Lord provides 
annually…” A very small number 
of our students are charged the full 
$7,000 for tuition, and the average 
student pays quite a bit less than 

that, which brings me to the third 
contribution: yours.

Each year hundreds of people 
step up and make a contribution 
to the mission of Nebraska Chris-
tian Schools. We thank God for 
them. Their donations make up 
the difference between the cost of 
our mission and the contributions 
of our staff and parents toward 
achieving our mission. Without it, 
our staff would be paid less or our 
students would be charged more.

On behalf of our staff and stu-
dents, thank you for doing your 
part. I hope you can join me, the 
staff, students, parents, churches, 
and other donors who are a part 
of our ministry in saying, “What a 
privilege to be wrapping up another 
year of ministry at Nebraska Chris-
tian Schools.” Until next time, may 
God bless you and yours.

Above: In 2012, Nebraska Christian graduated more international students than ever before. 
Clockwise from top right: Janet Song (China), Eunice Songthangtham (Thailand), Sebastian Chang (Korea), Dat Nguyen (Vietnam), Wai Ng 
(Hong Kong), Jerry Vuong (Vietnam), Jim Tao (China), Joey Sun (China), Soonchan Jung (Korea), Jay Han (Korea), Jane Seok (Korea), Jessica Kim 
(Korea), Mina Kim (Korea).
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NC Flashback
Left: Can you identify 
this pole vaulter from the 
early ’80s? Since his face is 
a bit obscured, we’ll give 
you a hint: his three boys 
currently attend NC. Send 
your guesses to advance@
nebraskachristian.org. You 
could win an NC coffee mug!

From the last issue (below): 
Congratulations to Kristin (Hattan ’95) 
Yale, the winner of last issue’s flashback. 
The men pictured are Bob Ritta (’69) 
and Jeff Prusa (’98). Though several 
people did guess correctly, many others 
identified Jeff as either Eric Prusa (’94) or 
Jon Ritta (’08)! Thanks for playing!

Below: 2012 NC Speech Team. Row 1: Vicky Zhang, Dana Poppe. Row 2: Head Coach Charissa Smith, Lindsey Ngo, Yena Yoo, Ency 
Chen, Tori Swanson, Talia Murphy, Rachel McHargue, Whitney Twogood. Row 3: Neil Lin, Natalie Bui, Kim Deichmann, Katherine Welk, Janet 
Song, Rae Zhong, Zoe Flynn, Sophia Zhang, Shanna Bailey, Scott Smith, Assistant Coach Becky Ritta. Row 4: Jeff Hilderbrand, Joey Sun, Hannah 
Rogers, Beran Fisher, Jahn Landrigan, Levi Landrigan, James Royle. Not pictured: Taylor VanPelt, Michaela Church, Anthony Faeh.

Lady Eagle
Basketball Camp

June 13-15 are the dates for the NC 
basketball camp for girls entering 
grades 3-12. Grades 3-6 will meet 
from 2:00-4:30 p.m. and grades 7-8 
from 2:00-5:00 p.m. Girls in grades 
9-12 will meet from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 
noon. NC coaches and players will 
instruct students on fundamental 
skills of basketball. The cost of the 
camp is $20 and includes a camp 
T-shirt. Registration forms are avail-
able in the office and are due May 
15. Campers may sign up after this 
date, but a T-shirt will not be guar-
anteed. Contact Tonya Ostrand at 
402-984-9819 with any questions.

Above: NC State Speech qualifiers.  
L-R, Row 1: Katherine Welk, Hannah Rogers. Row 2: Levi Landrigan, 
Joey Sun, Jahn Landrigan. Row 3: Scott Smith, Beran Fisher.

Capping a successful season in 
which the team won the Golden-
rod Conference meet and placed 
second at the district meet, seven 
speech team members qualified for 
the state meet at Kearney. Senior 
Hannah Rogers, a two-time quali-
fier in informative speaking, placed 
5th with her speech “The Benefits 
of Color.” None of the other team 
members broke into finals, but sev-
eral received first place rankings in 
one of their two rounds. 
Qualifiers:
Beran Fisher, informative 
Jahn Landrigan, humorous prose
Levi Landrigan (3x qualifier), 

extemporaneous and persuasive 
Hannah Rogers (2x qualifier), informative 

and poetry
Joey Sun (3x qualifier), poetry
Scott Smith (2x qualifier), extemporaneous
Katherine Welk (2x qualifier), serious prose

Seven Qualify for State Speech

Lady Eagle
Volleyball Camp

NC will host a volleyball camp 
June 4-6 for students entering 
grades 3-9. It will be held from 
2:00-4:30 p.m. for grades 3-6, 
and 2:00-5:00 p.m. for students in 
grades 7-9. NC coaches and players 
will instruct the students on funda-
mental skills of volleyball. Cost of 
the camp is $20 and will include 
a camp T-shirt. Registration forms 
are available in the office, and are 
due May 15. Campers may sign up 
after this date, but a T-shirt will 
not be guaranteed. Contact Tonya 
Ostrand at 402-984-9819 with any 
questions. 

Top: 2011-12 NC Wrestling Team. Row 1: Isaac Elge, Carson Huenefeld, Andrew Swanson. Row 2: Head Coach Terry Elge, Coach’s 
Aide Chris Schweitzer, Student Manager Jessica Davis, Student Manager Shelisa Boutin, Student Manager Jaydon Elge, Coach’s Aide Scott 
Griepenstroh. Row 3: Tym Whisenand, Dusty Whisenand, Sam Davis, Matthew Swanson, Tim Smith.

 remember Remembering what God has done.   
Supporting what God is doing.   
Looking forward to what God will do.	   www.nebraskachristian.org/support/remember
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Nebraska Christian Class of 2012

Seth Robert Bailey of Grand Is-
land is the son of Robert & Lisa 
Bailey. He has attended Nebraska 
Christian for seven years. Seth’s 
favorite NC memories include chas-
ing squirrels by the administration 
building and drinking Monster 
during yearbook. Seth is unsure 
what his future holds, but he knows 
he wants to have fun! His favorite 
verse is Luke 9:62 because it shows 
him he shouldn’t try to serve God 
halfheartedly. Seth’s sisters and 
brother-in-law also graduated from 
NC: Katie in 2008, and Jessica & 
Darren Holzinger in 2010.

Shelisa Lee Boutin has attended 
Nebraska Christian for six years. 
She is the daughter of Shawn & 
Michele Boutin of Central City. 
Shelisa’s favorite verses are Ephe-
sians 6:10-13. Two events from 
Shelisa’s time at NC tie for first 
place among her NC memories: the 
senior trip and the back-to-school 
social that featured the slip-n-slide. 
Shelisa plans to study early child 
development and art design.

Se-chan (Sebastian) Chang is 
new to NC this year. He is the son 
of Kyung Seok Chang & Young 

Ju Ko of Seoul, Korea. Sebastian’s 
favorite verses are Matthew 7:13-
14, and his favorite NC memory is 
senior trip. He plans to study engi-
neering in college. 

Savannah Lorelle Clapper, 
daughter of Roudy & Lori Clap-
per of Ainsworth, transferred to 
Nebraska Christian for her se-
nior year. Savannah says, “Within 
my first weeks here, I knew that I 
was called to be a missionary. This 
school makes me focus on Christ 
and making Him the center of 
everything. The friendships and 
activities that flourish here resonate 
from that.” Her favorite verse is 
Luke 12:34 because it reminds her 
that Christ should be first in what-
ever she does. Savannah will attend 
Northwestern College in Orange 
City, Iowa, majoring in missions 
and possibly art and competing in 
indoor and outdoor track & field.

Jessica Kathryn Davis of Central 
City is the daughter of Jayne Da-
vis. Jessica has attended Nebraska 
Christian for 12 years, and her fa-
vorite verse is Jeremiah 29:11.

Isaac Lee Elge has attended NC 
for 10 years. His parents are Terry 

& Kelly (Bokelman ’81) Elge of 
Aurora. His sisters Meagan Dees 
(’05) and Shelby Swanson (’08) 
are also NC grads. Isaac says that 
his time at Nebraska Christian has 
given him a chance to grow in his 
faith and prepared him for col-
lege. Isaac participated in football 
and wrestling while at NC (he be-
came NC’s second wrestling state 
champion, after his brother-in-law 
Mike Swanson [’08]), and he cites 
his time in those sports as being 
among his favorite memories of 
his schooling. Isaac plans to study 
engineering and wrestle at Colo-
rado School of Mines. His favorite 
verses are Psalm 144:1-2.

Jewon (Jay) Han is from Dae-
jeon, South Korea. His parents are 
Suk Gyu Han & Moon Sook Song. 
Jay has attended Nebraska Chris-
tian for three years, and his favorite 
verse is John 12:26. Jay has loved 
playing basketball while at NC. He 
isn’t sure what his future holds, but 
he does know he wants to be suc-
cessful and make money.

Soonchan Jung has attended NC 
for two years. He is from Daegu, 
Korea, and his parents are Sung-il 

Jung & Sun-hee Yang. His sister 
So Young graduated from NC in 
2008. While at Nebraska Chris-
tian, Soonchan’s walk with Christ 
has strengthened, and he values the 
time he spends reading the Bible. 
His favorite verse is Romans 8:18. 
He plans to attend a 4-year college.

Kameron James Kaelin of La Vis-
ta is the son of Ken & Jamie Kaelin. 
He has attended NC for three years. 
His sister Kensy graduated from NC 
in 2009. Although Kameron spent 
most of his football career battling 
one injury or another, he still counts 
his time on the football team as his 
favorite part of being at Nebraska 
Christian. “I’ll never forget looking 
around the huddle and seeing my 
brothers strengthening each other 
and keeping our focus on Christ,” 
he says. Kameron isn’t sure what 
life holds for him—he’s currently 
praying for the Lord’s direction. His 
favorite verse is Romans 1:16. 

Hyang Eun (Jessica) Kim is 
from Cheong-Ju, South Korea. 
Her parents are Sun Kak Kim & 
Mi Jeong Kim. Jessica has spent 
four years at Nebraska Christian. 

Nebraska Christian Class of 2012. Row 1: Sebastian Chang. Row 2: Jessica Kim, Jane Seok, Mina Kim, Eunice Songthangtham. Row 3: Jim Tao, Tym Whisenand, Isaac Elge, Andrew Swanson, Joey Sun, Savannah Clapper, Joanna Stuhmer, Janet Song. Row 4: Jacob Simmons, Levi 
Landrigan, Johnny Smith, Cody Smith, Hannah Rogers, Jessica Davis, Shelisa Boutin, Soonchan Jung, Jerry Vuong, Kameron Kaelin, Seth Bailey, Jay Han, Wai Ng, Dat Nguyen.

continued on pg. 5
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Her favorite book of the Bible is 
Philippians. Jessica came to Christ 
while at NC, and she says, “I have 
learned how to be a true Chris-
tian, and all the teachings from the 
Bible have helped me to see things 
through the eyes of Jesus Christ.” 
Jessica plans to become a nurse.

Mina Kim has attended NC 
for two years. Her parents are 
Do Kyun Kim & Ha Yoon Lee 
of Seoul, Korea. Mina’s favorite 
verses are Ephesians 4:31-32. She 
especially enjoyed the trips she was 
able to take as a student—to Texas, 
Kansas City, and Minneapolis. She 
plans to major in business with a 
marketing concentration.

Levi Robert Landrigan of Bro-
ken Bow is the son of Paul & Janet 
Landrigan. Levi has attended NC 
for four years, and his favorite 
verse is Romans 5:8. Of his time at 
NC, Levi says, “Being in a strong 
Christian environment has helped 
to strengthen my faith and encour-
aged my walk with God.” Levi will 
be the third member of his family 
to graduate from NC: his sister and 
brother-in-law, Janae (’10) & Jor-
dan (’11) McHargue, are grads as 
well. Levi plans to attend Calvary 
Bible College in Kansas City next 
fall and major in history.

Chit Wai Ng is from Hong Kong. 
His parents are Man Kang Ng & 
Sze Lim. This is Wai’s fourth year 
at Nebraska Christian. Wai’s cous-
in, Ho Wai Ng, graduated from 
NC in 2007. Wai’s favorite verse is 
Psalm 146:1. He especially enjoyed 
the trips to NBA games the dorm 
boys went on his junior and senior 
years. He plans to attend college in 
the United States.

Dat Nguyen of Nha Trang, Viet-
nam, is the son of Bon Nguyen & 
Yen Tran. This is his first year at 
Nebraska Christian. Dat’s favorite 
verse is Philippians 1:21, and he 
appreciates Nebraska Christian be-
cause he “learned the Truth” here. 

He plans to become a businessman.
Hannah Allyen Rogers is the 

daughter of Dan & Kelani Rogers 
of Sutton. Hannah has attended 
NC for two years, and her favorite 
verse is 2 Corinthians 12:9. Of her 
time at NC, Hannah says, “From 
bonding on senior trip at a hock-
ey game to being interviewed on 
‘The Christian Worldview’ radio 
show and being part of an amazing 
speech team, I have been blessed 
through my years at NC.” Han-
nah’s favorite school memory is 
when Mr. Cumpston barged into 
English class as a character from 
Hamlet. She plans to major in en-
gineering and play volleyball and 
softball at Covenant College in 
Lookout Mountain, Georgia. 

Jin (Jane) Seok of Seoul, South 
Korea, is the daughter of Kwang-
yal Seok & Bong-hyo Kang. Jane 
has attended NC for 3 years and 
plans to continue her education 
at Calvary Bible College in Kansas 
City. Her favorite verse is 2 Corin-
thians 5:7. Jane says that NC has 
had a great impact on her life be-
cause it was here that she became a 
Christian. She has great memories 
of the Washington, D.C. trip and 
various international student trips.

Jacob Ethan Simmons of Cen-
tral City has attended NC since 
kindergarten. His parents are An-
drew & Karrie Simmons. Jacob’s 
favorite verse is Mark 3:28.

Yuying (Janet) Song, daughter 
of Yatao Song & HuiLin Wang, 
is from Urumqi, XinJiang, China. 
Janet has attended NC for three 
years. Her favorite verse is John 
14:6 because it reminds her that Je-
sus is the only way. Janet values her 
NC education because she became 
a Christian here. She plans to ma-
jor in accounting at the University 
of Illinois–Chicago.

Nattanit (Eunice) Songthangtham 
is the daughter of Somchai & Pat-
triya Songthangtham of Bangkok, 
Thailand. This is her third year at 

Nebraska Christian. Eunice’s favorite 
verses are Psalm 3:3-4 because they 
remind her that the Lord will always 
help her. Her favorite NC memory 
is when Mrs. Flynn set off fireworks 
as the international students were 
leaving for the airport at 2 a.m. She 
hopes to become a doctor.

Cody Michael Smith, son of 
Steve & Jane Smith of Grafton, 
has attended NC for four years. 
His older siblings Heather Nien-
hueser (’06), Liz (’08), and Jen 
(’10) are also alumni, and his twin 
brother Jonny will graduate with 
him. Cody’s favorite NC memory 
is when Mr. Cumpston had the se-
niors play Outburst in order to get 
them talking in Bible class. His fa-
vorite verse is Galatians 2:20.

Jonathan Caleb Smith, twin 
brother of Cody, has attended NC 
for four years, and his favorite verse 
is Philippians 4:13. Jonny credits 
NC with helping him understand 
what it means to live life for God’s 
glory. He plans to become a me-
chanic and farmer.

Joanna Alice Stuhmer has at-
tended NC since kindergarten. Her 
parents are Kerry & Janice Stuh-
mer of Central City. All of Joanna’s 
older siblings graduated from NC: 
Travis in 1994, Sarah Schoen in 
1996, Tammy in 1998, and Samuel 
in 2007. One of Joanna’s favorite 
NC memories is jumping her per-
sonal best, 16’3”, at a track meet 
her senior year. Joanna is grate-
ful for the education she received 
while at NC, as well as for the 
teachers who would challenge her 
spiritually. She plans to become a 
large animal veterinary technician. 
Her favorite verse is John 15:5.

Peizhao (Joey) Sun has attend-
ed NC for 3½ years. Joey is from 
Shenzhen, Guangdong, China, and 
his parents are Wensheng Sun & 
Yupin Zhao. His favorite memories 
while at Nebraska Christian in-
clude senior trip, All-State Music, 
and being part of the 2012 speech 

team. Joey’s favorite verses are 1 
John 2:15-17. He plans to attend 
Northeastern University in Boston, 
majoring in business.

Andrew Chase Swanson, son of 
Doug & Karen Swanson of Aurora, 
has attended NC for six years. An-
drew is the second in his immediate 
family to graduate from NC (broth-
er Braden graduated in 2009), 
and he has numerous cousins and 
cousins-in-law who are NC alums. 
Andrew says that being at NC has 
helped him focus on putting Christ 
into all areas of his life, and he es-
pecially enjoyed his senior year of 
football. Andrew’s favorite verses are 
1 Corinthians 2:9-10. He will attend 
Hillsdale College in the fall.

Jun (Jim) Tao of Nan Chang, 
China, has attended NC for three 
years. His parents are Jin Bae Tao 
& Jian Ying Hu. Jim’s favorite verse 
is Deuteronomy 31:6 because it 
reminds him that God is always 
with him, so he should not fear. 
The senior trip, other trips, and 
time spent with friends are some of 
Jim’s favorite memories of his time 
at Nebraska Christian. While he 
would love to be an artist, he will 
most likely go into business.

Anh Quoc (Jerry) Vuong is from 
Vietnam. This is his first year at Ne-
braska Christian, and his parents 
are Dat Quoc Vuong & Phuang 
Thi Nguyen. Jerry’s sister Linh also 
attended NC, graduating in 2010. 
His favorite verse is Matthew 7:24. 
Jerry plans to study electrical engi-
neering at the University of Florida.

Tymothy William Whisenand 
of Central City is the son of Arden 
& Jenny Whisenand. Tym has at-
tended NC for 211∕16 years (if you 
ask him, he’ll be happy to explain), 
and his favorite verse is Isaiah 41:10. 
Tym has especially enjoyed playing 
football at NC, and he says that be-
ing at NC has helped strengthen 
his faith in the Lord. He plans to 
major in computer engineering at 
South Dakota School of Mines.

Class of 2012  continued from pg. 4
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Send address changes to  
advance@nebraskachristian.org

NCS Foundation by Jody Heuermann, NCS Foundation Executive Director
its bills? The school has remained 
solvent through a combination of 
tuition payments and gift support. 

Then there was the question of 
students – would enough come 
to make the school a viable insti-
tution? Today our classrooms and 
dormitories are full, and not just 
with local kids, but with young 
people from around the world. 

We are part of a miracle where 
we get to see God work day by 
day and throughout the years. A 
new challenge we face is building 
a foundation for the long term 
support of the school in a volatile 
economic climate.

Yet as we watch the Lord move 
over the course of only four years, 
the Nebraska Christian Schools 
Foundation has more than 
$250,000 invested for the long 
term support and financial sta-
bility of the school. These funds 
have been set aside, like Joseph set 

When looking to 
move ahead, it’s of-
ten helpful to look 
back and remem-
ber the lessons the 
Lord has taught us 

in the past. In reviewing the history 
of the school, I was struck by how 
God worked in the unlikeliest of 
ways. 

This beautiful campus was the last 
choice of the founders – in fact, 
they weren’t even going to take 
time to look at it until after the 
Grand Island dog pound building 
didn’t work out. Fifty-four years 
later, Nebraska Christian sits on 
a beautiful campus with space to 
grow as the Lord leads. 

The Nebraska Department of 
Education told the founding board 
how unlikely it was that a non-
denominational Christian school 
would ever survive, because how 
would it raise enough funds to pay 

2011-12 NC Yearbook Staff. Row 1: Layout Manager Joanna Stuhmer, Savannah Clapper. Row 2: Bekah Mead, Co-editor Seth 
Bailey, Co-editor Joey Sun, Business Manager Andrew Swanson, Tori Swanson, Adviser Becky Ritta, Ency Chen.

students K-12 to get information 
about the soon-to-be graduates. 
I asked them to answer questions 
about a few of the seniors that they 
knew. I asked what gifts and talents 
they saw, words to describe them, 
things that they appreciated about 
them, and stories or examples of 
how they had used gifts or talents 
to serve others in a Christ-like man-
ner. I was very encouraged by the 
answers that came in. 

The following are just a few of the 
responses that were written about 
the graduates. I hope the following 
excerpts give you a glimpse of the 
fine young people that are graduat-
ing. 

I appreciate that you are always 
counseling other girls in their walk 
with Christ. You love on them and 
share the Gospel. It is inspiring to 
see that you have a passion, and it’s 
burning bright.

When my roommate was sad, you 
comforted her. You talked, read the 
Bible, and prayed for each other until 
12:30 that night. You really sacrifice for 
others, and care for others as well. 

Last year I had study hall with you. 
I always noticed you carried a pen 
that you never used for assignments. 
I asked what it was for, and you said 
it was your Bible pen. You used this 
pen everyday to underline Scripture 
as you read it. This has always been a 
good example for me to read God’s 
word daily.

In class, you always bring up points 
and you talk about the Bible. I can tell 
you are in the Word because you talk 
about it a lot and base your thoughts 
and words off of it.

You are always encouraging others 
and reminding them to look to Christ.

During basketball, you were always 

I will remember the joy you have in Christ.

I will remember our Christ-centered 
conversations and the way you live 
your life.

I appreciate you spending many 
nights after lights out with me trying 
to help me know Jesus better.

I will always remember you leading 
me to Christ.

If you have partnered with us fi-
nancially in the past, thank you for 
helping to provide a Christian-edu-
cation. I feel that God is using NC 
to help prepare our future leaders 
by giving them a Biblical world-
view and encouraging their spiritual 
growth and relationship with Christ.

a good sport. Even if you didn’t get 
to start, you had a good attitude and 
always tried your hardest. You always 
helped those who didn’t understand. 
You’re patient and willing to listen. 
When you help us in track, you always 
push us to be our best. Also you 
remind us who we are working for.

I will remember how you accepted 
the challenge of being a cabin leader 
during bow hunter’s week (at summer 
camp) and were able to make a differ-
ence in 6 young boys’ lives. You were 
willing to serve the Lord in a way you 
never thought you would be able to.

I will remember the multiple times 
you have brought tears to my eyes as I 
have heard you speak of your love for 
the Lord. Your faith encourages me.

Honor  continued from pg. 1

aside resources during the years of 
plenty in order to prepare for the 
years of want. Our board is care-
fully managing these funds to help 
ensure that the option of a Chris-
tian education is always available to 
students.

Someday, our successors may 
look back on these years for inspi-

ration and to be reminded of how 
God can move. My prayer, as we 
work to leave a legacy that builds 
lives for eternity, is that we will 
be faithful stewards of the Lord’s 
resources and that He will be glori-
fied by the work of our hands today 
and forever. 
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Scholarship Auction Donors:
Ballagh, Lynn & Amy
Beckenhauer, Philip	
Berck, Gary & Lorrie
Berck, Kyle & Stacy
Bill’s Volume Sales
Boeckel, Melvin & Luella
Bokelman, Arden & Lynn
Brethouwer, Terry & Teresa
Chase, Dave & Kathy
Clancey, Vina
County Line Ag, Inc.
Deichmann, Becky
Deichmann, Gordon & Jewell
Dinsdale, Roy & Gloria
Equitable Bank
Feely, William & Dawn
Francl, Chase & Stephani
Fuelberth, Robert & LaNell
Gary’s Body Shop

Gerdes, Todd
Griffith, Chuck & Kathleen
Hartford, Shirley
Hesselgesser, Joe
Heuermann, Jody
Heuermann, Keith & Norma
Hinrichs, Phillip
Hodgson, Nola
Hoff, Larry & Barb
Hohwieler, George & Nancy
Hunnicutt, Daryl & Jo
Janzen, Ken & Brenda
Kauk, Dave & Ann
Kirby, Max & Janice
Knapp, Robert & Kathy
Kohler, Marv & Margie
Kohmetscher, Marc & Beth
Kroksh, Brian & Tessa
Krug, Nathan & Christi
Krug, Norm & Sue

Kuhn, Joyce
Kvols, Jason & Kathryn
L & P Truck Wash
Leonard, Mark & Deana
Lipp, Joel & Kristi
Ludden, Lois
Mazankowski, Stephanie
McHargue, Andrew & Emily
McHargue, John & Mary
McHargue, Mark & Judi
McKillip, Jeffrey & Lori
Memories by Kim
Merchant, Alan & Tam
Moody, Tim & Jo
Murphy, Chuck & Trish
Musgrave, Rich & Sarah
Nitzel, Dale & Wauneta
Oswald, Louis
Palser, Dale & Anne
Palser Service

Petersen Farms, Inc.
Petersen, Mae
Peterson Farms
Poland, Brad
Raiter, Bernie & Judith
Rohrbaugh, Hans
Ross, Kim & Diana
Russell, Donn & Carolyn
Schreiber, Paul & Ruby
Schweitzer, Toby & Wendy
Senkbile Farms, Inc.
Simmons, Andrew & Karrie
Smith Welding
Stodola, David
Strobel, Dwight & Barb
Strobel, Steve & Belinda
Toukan, Mike & Laurel
Urban, Jay
Urwiller, Gary & Carmen
VanPelt, Dan & Tonya

Wagner, Scott & Kristy
Wilkins, Chet & Marjorie
Worden, Randy & Layla
 
$1,000 Corporate Table Sponsors
Big Valley Pork, Central City
CBF, Inc., Aurora
Central City Mall, Central City
Faeh Farms, Inc., Central City
Keith & Norma Heuermann, Phillips
Kyle Berck Farms, Marquette
Kyle Berck Motorsports, Marquette
Pinnacle Bank, Central City
Preferred Popcorn, Chapman
Rathman & Manning Corp., Chapman
Strobel Construction, Clarks
Strobel Manufacturing, Clarks

$400 Table Sponsors:

Development Office by Becky Deichmann, Kathy Chase, and Jody Heuermann 	 Above: NC’s student servers for the 2012 Dinner & Benefit Auction.

We are pleased to report that God 
has chosen to pour out his blessing 
on NC by once again moving on 
the hearts of many very generous 
donors to give to the Dinner and 
Benefit Auction. While final figures 
are not yet available, it appears that 
we will have a net profit from the 
event of well over $180,000. Over 
350 donors contributed to the 
success of this event along with ap-
proximately 100 willing volunteers.

Two hundred eighty-five guests 
at the Saturday night dinner 
were welcomed by the soft glow 

of lamps and candles and the big 
band sounds of the Knights of 
Rhythm. The student servers once 
again impressed our guests with 
their gracious service.

Twenty-six items were offered for 
sale on the Live Auction. An Asian 
dinner for eight, donated by Larry 
and Barb Hoff and prepared by the 
girls’ dorm students was the item 
bringing the highest bid at $4,500. 
And, it sold again for $4,400. 

Lt. Governor Rick Sheehy, who 
attended the event, challenged 
the crowd to make this the first 
time the Lt. Governor’s luncheon 
brought more than the Governor’s 
dinner. After much spirited bid-
ding, the Lt. Governor won out 
at $3,550 for his luncheon. Gov. 
Heinemann’s dinner for eight 

brought $3,500. Three Cornhusker 
football tickets brought $3,500, in 
part because the Lt. Governor add-
ed an invitation to the Governor’s 
tailgate party prior to the game. 

Hot air balloon rides were anoth-
er “hot” item, selling three times 
for a total of $7,950. U.S. Figure 
Skating Spectacular VIP tickets, 
River City Rodeo and Concert 
tickets, “Fiddler on the Roof” at 
the Orpheum tickets and several 
other exciting experiences and fun 
items kept the bidding lively. 

The Scholarship Auction contin-
ues to be an avenue of giving that 
our donors are enthusiastic about. 
NC has a $100,000 line item in 
the budget for student scholar-
ships each year. Prior to the event, 
$47,242 had been received in re-

sponse to mailings and phone calls 
toward the $100,000. The Live 
Scholarship Auction bidding re-
sulted in $41,612, bringing the total 
to $88,854! We are praising the 
Lord that we are within $11,146 of 
funding that line item 100% for this 
year. All these funds will be used to 
provide a Christian education for 
students who might otherwise not 
have the financial means.

We are grateful to all who were able 
to donate time, talent, or treasure in 
order to make this event a success. 
Please join us in thanking God for 
blessing NC in a big way through 
the Dinner and Benefit Auction.

View photos of the event on our 
facebook page: www.facebook.
com/nebraskachristian

continued on pg. 8
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Archer Cooperative Credit Union
Cornerstone Bank
Cumpston, Josh & Allene
Green, Matt & Mindi
Kirby, Max & Janice
Kvols, Jason & Kathryn
Master Builder Assoc., Doniphan
McHargue, John & Mary
Mundt, Chuck & Tara
Myers, Larry & Tracy
Sapp, William & Lucille
Senkbile, Greg & Karen
Stuhmer, Kerry & Janice

Thanks to our donors and patrons! 
When you do business, remember them. 
The following businesses and people 
donated items and/or cash: 

Diamond: $1500 or more
Central City Mall
Friend of NC
Heier, Marji
Kyle Berck Motorsports, Marquette
Lippincott, Loren
Mundt, Chuck & Tara
Sapp Brothers Petroleum, Inc., Omaha
Strobel Construction Unlimited, Inc., 

Clarks
Wheeler, Todd & Tammy

Gold: $1,000 to $1,499
Associated Staffing Inc., Grand Island
Big Valley Pork, Central City
CBF, Inc., Aurora
Faeh Farms, Inc., Central City
Keith & Norma Heuermann, Phillips
Kyle Berck Farms, Marquette
Pinnacle Bank, Central City
Preferred Popcorn LLC, Chapman
Rathman & Manning Corp., Chapman
Rowse Hydraulic Rakes Co., Inc., Burwell
Strobel Manufacturing, Inc., Clarks
Walmart Foundation

Silver: $500 to $999
Central Bank, a Division of Citizens 

Bank & Trust Co., Central City
Computer Concepts, Grand Island
Cornerstone Bank, Central City
Cumpston, Josh & Allene
Curtis Custom Woodworking, Aurora
Eakes Office Plus, Grand Island
First National Insurance Agency, Fullerton
Green Plains Central City LLC
H & L Quality Buildings, Central City
Heuermann, Jody
Ludden, Lois
Merrick County Health & Fitness Center
Personal Automotive, Grand Island
Schulze, Tim & Linda

Stuhmer, Kerry & Janice

Bronze: $250 to $499
Archer Cooperative Credit Union
Bank of Marquette FDIC Insured
Barthel, Dorothy & Kerry
Central City Family Dental
Central Insurance Agency, Central City
Central True Value Hardware, CC
Chase, Dave & Kathy
Clapper, Roudy & Lori
Fisher, Morris & Joan
Governor Dave Heinenman & Sally Ganem
Grantham, Bernice
Green Line Equipment, Central City
Hauser, Ray & Marcella
Hilton Omaha
John Armatys Flight Instruction, Inc.
Kaelin, Ken & Jamie
Killion, Gib
Krug, Norm & Sue
Maranatha Bible Camp, Maxwell
Midas Auto Service Experts, GI
Poppe, Lee
Premier Jewelry, Ginger Huber, Kearney
Sack Lumber, Aurora
Senkbile Farms Inc., Central City
Simmons, Andrew & Karrie
Slumberland, Grand Island
Sunheat, Grand Island
Toner’s Inc., Grand Island
Wagner Funeral Home, Central City
YMCA-Rockies/Estes Park Center

Friends of NC: $1 to $249
1880 Train, Black Hills
Abbey Carpets ’N’ More, Grand Island
Ace Hardware, Grand Island
Advance Auto Parts, Grand Island
Agricultural Services Inc., Grand Island
Applebees
Arby’s, Grand Island
Ashley Furniture, Grand Island
Aurora Country Club 
Aurora Mall
Auto Zone, Grand Island
Barb’s Diner, Burwell
Barista’s Coffee House, Grand Island
Barnes, Dick & Penny
Beacon Hills Restaurant, Lincoln
Bear Country USA, Black Hills
Best Buy, Grand Island
Best Western White House Inn, Bellevue
Biaggi’s, Omaha
Big Apple Bagels, Grand Island
Big O Tires, Grand Island
Black Hills Maze
Bomgaars, Central City
Brown’s Shoe Fit Co., Grand Island
Carlos O’Kelly’s, Grand Island
Case IH, Grand Island
Casey’s General Stores, Inc.
Catlett Real Estate & Insurance, CC

Central City Sportsmen Club
Central Realty, Central City
Chances “R” Restaurant, York
Chapel Gift & Bookstore, Grand Island
Charleston’s Restaurant, Omaha
Cheeseburger in Paradise, Omaha
Clay Corner, Grand Island
Cody’s Computer Repair Service, CC
Comstock Premier Lodge, Sargent
Coney Island Café, Grand Island
Cookie Crumbs & Kernels, Grand Island
Copy Cat Printing, Grand Island
Country Inn & Suites, Lincoln
Country Neighbor & Catering, Burwell
Countryside Flowers, Central City
Dairy Queen, Central City
Dairy Queen, Grand Island
Dairy Queen, Lincoln
Deichmann, Becky
Dry Creek Western Wear, Burwell
Earl May, Grand Island
Egeland, Arnie & Sharon
Eileen’s Colossal Cookies, Grand Island
Elle Salon & Spa, Grand Island
Empower Life Spa, Grand Island
EyeCare Associates, Central City
Faeh, Andy & Lori
Fairbanks International Inc., GI
Fairfield Inn & Suites, Omaha
Family Fun Center, Omaha
Fitzgerald, Carson & Barbara
Fazoli’s Restaurants, LLC, Grand Island
Floor to Ceiling, Grand Island
Flying T Chuckwagon Supper & Show, 

Black Hills
Freddy’s Steakburgers, Grand Island
Fuji Japanese Steak House, GI
Garfield County Frontier Fair Association
Garwood, Maxine
Gene Lilly Surety Bonds, Lincoln
Get Tanked LLC, Ericson
Glaser, Joe
Godfather’s Pizza, Grand Island
Golden Corral, Lincoln
Graham Tire Company, Grand Island
Grand Island Independent
Grand Island Little Theatre
Green Line Equipment, Grand Island
Griffith, Chuck & Kathleen
Grow Nebraska
Hansen International, Grand Island
Harley-Davidson Central, Grand Island
Henry Doorly Zoo, Omaha
Hilder Implement, Central City
HobbyTown USA, Grand Island
HobbyTown USA, Omaha
Hoff, Larry & Barb
Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites, 

Lincoln
House of Memories, St. Paul
Howard’s Jewelry, Grand Island
HyVee, Grand Island
IHOP, Lincoln

Indianhead Golf Club, Grand Island
Interstate Battery Center, Grand Island
Jacobs Ford, St. Paul
Janice Stuhmer, Independent Watkins 

Dealer
Jimmy John’s Gourmet Sandwiches, GI
Joseph’s College of Beauty, GI
Just Desserts Cakes & Pastries
Kansas City Royals
Ken’s Appliance, Grand Island
KidzKaffe, LuAnn Conant
Kvols, Jason & Kathryn
L.T. Custom Clubs, Hastings
Langemeier, Doug & Kristy
Leather Shack, Central City
Lenscrafters, Grand Island
Lincoln Children’s Museum
Lincoln Manor Steak House, CC
Lone Tree Designs, Central City
Lone Tree Medical Associates, CC
Lieutenant Governor Rick Sheehy
Lukasiewicz Furniture, Farwell
Mazankowski, Dave & Amy
McElroy Service Co., Grand Island
McHargue, Mark & Judi
Messimer, Billie
Misty’s, Lincoln
Mitchell’s Anchor Serum Co., GI
Mr. G’s Car Care Center, Grand Island
Murphy, Chuck & Trish
Myer’s Jewelry, Grand Island
NAPA Auto Parts, Aurora
NC High School PTF
Nelson’s Furniture, Grand Island
Norm’s U-Save, Central City
Office Max, Grand Island
Olive Garden, Omaha
Omaha Symphony
O’Reilly Auto Parts, Grand Island
Orscheln’s Farm and Home, GI
Papa Murphy’s, Grand Island
Peppermill Steakhouse, Valentine
Perkins, Grand Island
Perkins, Kearney
Pioneer Auto Show, Murdo, SD
Pizza Hut, Central City
Pizza Hut, St. Paul
Pizza Palace, Burwell
Platte Valley Communications, CC
Play It Again Sports, Grand Island
Pretzelmaker, Grand Island
Quiznos, Grand Island
R & R Therapeutic Massage Clinic, GI
Red Lobster, Grand Island
Red Lobster, Lincoln
Red Lobster, Omaha
Rocky Ford Outfitters, Valentine
Ron’s Music, Grand Island
Roses for You, Grand Island
Ross Realty, Central City
Royle, Mike & Susan
Sack, Angelique
Sack Lumber, Central City

Salt Dogs Baseball, Lincoln
Sandstone Grill, Burwell
Sartor Hamann Jewelers, Lincoln
Saunders, Russ & Linda
Scheels, Lincoln
Shawn’s Auto Repair LLC, Central City
Sherwin-Williams Co., Grand Island
Skagway, Grand Island
Smith, Don & Dianne
Smokin’ Dan’s BBQ, Central City
Solt Funeral Home, Central City
Songthangtham, Somchai & Pattriya 
Sonic Drive-In, Grand Island
Sonic Drive-In, Lincoln
Spaghetti Works Restaurant, Lincoln
Spilinek, Dan & Luella
St. Paul Equipment
Starbucks Coffee, Grand Island
Starbucks Coffee, Lincoln
Stefani’s Closet, Grand Island
Stoltenberg Irrigation, Inc., Cairo
Strobel Motorsports, Clarks
Stuart’s Flowers, Central City
Subway Restaurants, Grand Island
Sullivan’s Steakhouse, Omaha
T. O. Haas Tire, Central City
Tagart Auto Supply, Grand Island
Texas Roadhouse, Lincoln
The Amazing Pizza Machine, Omaha
The Boat House, Grand Island
The Cheesecake Factory, Omaha
The Farwell Arms Bed & Breakfast
The Parts Bin, Ord
The Scarecrow Patch, St. Libory
The Steak House, Lincoln
Thiessen, Gordon & Teri
Thirty-One, Vicky Krieger, Consultant
Thompsen Company, Grand Island
Tokens ’n Treasures, Central City
Touch of Health Therapeutic Massage, 

Aurora
Toukan, Mike & Laurel
Trade Winds Motel, Valentine
Tri City Storm Hockey, Kearney
Uhler, Bill & Jacky
Uncle Ed’s Steakhouse, Grand Island
Vala’s Pumpkin Patch, Gretna
VanPelt, Dan & Tonya
Video Kingdom, Grand Island
Wayne’s Cyclery, Grand Island
Wegner Monument, Central City
Western Edge, Grand Island
Whiskey Creek, Grand Island
Willis Shoe & Boot, Grand Island
Winsterman, Denise
Wolf Brothers Western Store of Omaha
Xenon School of Hair Design, GI

Be assured that if your name was 
misspelled or omitted, it was not 
intentional. We are very sorry and 
would like to know, so we can correct 
it in the future.

Donors  continued from pg. 7
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NC Almanac
10 years ago (’02)

	��A secondary PTF is formed 
to take the place of the Ladies 
Auxiliary.

	��The first annual Dinner & 
Benefit Auction is held, raising 
$54,000 for the school.

	��The freshman class goes on the 
first-ever school Washington, 
DC trip.

	��23 seniors graduate. Andrew 
Ritta is valedictorian; Kate 
Schmid is salutatorian.

20 years ago (’92)

	��The gym floor is removed for a 
much-needed renovation.

	��The speech team wins both the 
conference and district meets. 
Nathan Musgrave (’92), Heather 
Jones (’93), and Joy McHargue 
(’94) qualify for state.

	��15 seniors graduate. Voleta 
Cooper is valedictorian, and 
Verna Musgrave is salutatorian.

30 years ago (’82)

	��Dr. Donald Canfield 
completes his service as NC’s 
administrator.

	��21 seniors graduate. Michelle 
Zoucha is valedictorian; Sheri 
Larsen is salutatorian.

40 years ago (’72)

	��22 students graduate.

50 years ago (’62)

	��14 students graduate.

Abigail Krug (’10) & 
Nathan Ritta (’11)

Norman & Sue Krug of Chapman 
are pleased to announce the engage-
ment of their daughter Abigail to 
Nathan Ritta, son of Ed (’72) & 
Marilynn Ritta of Marquette. Miss 
Krug is currently a junior in the 
psychology program at Grace Uni-
versity in Omaha, Nebraska.

Mr. Ritta is a Scott Scholar at the 
University of Nebraska–Omaha ma-
joring in architectural engineering. 

The couple will wed on June 29, 
2012, at the Stuhr Museum in 
Grand Island.

Memorial Gifts
For:	 Bill Alberts
From:	 Anna Marie Moore
For:	 Dwaine Bailey
From:	 Gil & Dorothy Glad 

Ed & Marilynn Ritta
For:	 Dick Borchardt
From:	 Gil & Dorothy Glad
For:	 Iva Burkitt
From:	 Gil & Dorothy Glad 

Linda Peterson
For:	 Marcia Davis
From:	 Mary Reisinger
For:	 Gail Graham
From:	 Ed & Marilynn Ritta
For:	 Don Hanquist
From:	 Gil & Dorothy Glad
For:	 Clint Hasenauer
From:	 Gil & Dorothy Glad
For:	 Paul Hicks
From:	 Mary Reisinger
For:	 Hastuko Hokama
From:	 Ed & Marilynn Ritta
For:	 Anne Larsen
From:	 Kent & Diana Holtorf
For:	 Mildred Larsen
From:	 Dave & Ruth Ferris 

The Lavelle Family 
Bob & Susan Ritta

For:	 Wayne Magnuson
From:	 Gil & Dorothy Glad 
For:	 Marilyn McEntarffer
From:	 Anna Marie Moore
For:	 Tom McMahon
From:	 Bob & Susan Ritta 

Ed & Marilynn Ritta
For:	 Mildred Porath
From:	 Dave & Ruth Ferris 

Gil & Dorothy Glad 
Bob & Susan Ritta

For:	 Albert Russell
From:	 Bill & Jeannine Burdett 

Dave & Gail Burritt 
Bev Channer 
Bill & Connie Cornwell 
John & Joan Oeltjen 
Steen & Rogene Stone 
Dean & Jan Thede

For:	 Pat Thune
From:	 Roy & Trudy Creutzberg 

Dave & Ruth Ferris 
Gil & Dorothy Glad 
Kent & Diana Holtorf 

The Lavelle Family 
Bob & Susan Ritta 
Ed & Marilynn Ritta

For:	 Dr. Gordon E. Till
From:	 Jesse & Jennifer Scherer 

Jim & Pam (Till) Scherer 
Justin & Maria Scherer

For:	 Dorothy Uehling
From:	 Anna Marie Moore
For:	 Dennis Waggoner
From:	 Bob & Susan Ritta

Classes of ’02 & ’03
The classes of 2002 and 2003 will celebrate 10 years at a joint reunion 

June 29-July 1. Activities will include a formal dinner on Friday night, a 
Saturday morning tour of the campus, an evening barbecue, and other 
festivities. For more information or to secure your reservation, please 
contact Stephani (Deichmann ’03) Francl at steph.francl@gmail.com or 
308-940-0100.

Classes of ’81, ’82 & ’83
The Nebraska Christian Class of 1982 would like to invite members of 

the Classes of 1981 & 1983, as well as those staff members (past and pres-
ent) who would have taught us during our years at NC, to join us for lunch 
on campus Sunday, August 5th, at 12:30. We will serve lunch and have a 
chance to get caught up on what has been happening in our lives. Tours 
of the campus will be available, so you will be able to see some of the 
changes since we were students at NC. You will also have the opportunity 
to get acquainted with Superintendent Josh Cumpston.

If you have any questions, contact Rod Ruybalid at 308-946-3212 or 
coachrube@email.com.

We hope to see you then.

Alumni Class Reunions

Above: The 5th and 6th grade cast of “The Tumbleweed Opera”. Row 1: Bennett Zaruba, Carsyn Ostrand. Row 2: 
Jon Dockweiler, Jessica Hilderbrand, Halle Strong, Jada McHargue, Joel Poppe. Row 3: Adrian Longoria, Chase Gulbranson, Micah Smith, Savan-
nah Zimmer, Andrew Feely, Alison Winsterman, Claire Ostrand, Daniel Myers, Dani Davis, Trevor Cumpston, Ryan Dexter.
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Senior Isaac Elge added to his 
collection of state medals when he 
became the state runner-up in the 
Class D 132-pound weight class. 
Elge, a state wrestling qualifier 
each of his high school years, was 
defeated by Eric Coufal of How-
ells, who became a four-time state 
champion. Elge finished the year at 
38-4. In 2009, Elge wrestled at 103 
pounds and was eliminated in the 
consolation second round of the 
tournament. In his sophomore year, 
he lost in the first round of the tour-
nament but came back to place 5th 
overall in the 119-pound class. In 
2011, he won the Class D 125-pound 
state title. Elge ends his NC wrestling 
career at number one on the leader-
board for season wins (38 in ’11-’12) 
and near falls (52 in ’11-’12) and for 
career wins (131), escapes (84), rever-
sals (97), and near falls (275).

Merrick County Spelling Bee
Junior high Merrick County Spelling Bee participants (l-r) Marilla Flynn,  

Katie Cumpston, Alexis Hower, MaKenna Bolanos. All of NC’s participants 
advanced to the oral round of the bee, and Cumpston placed second. 

Two Qualify for State Wrestling; Elge is State Runner-Up

Senior Tym Whisenand also 
qualified for state in the 195-pound 
weight class. He was eliminated in 
the consolation first round and fin-
ished the season at 17-21.
Top: Isaac Elge secures a takedown in the 
state finals. Elge, the 2011 Class D 125-lb. state 
champion, lost to Eric Coufal of Howells in the 
132-pound championship match. 

Above: Wrestling state qualifiers Tym 
Whisenand (left) and Isaac Elge.

Boys’ Junior Eagle 
Basketball Camp 

June 18-20 are dates for the Junior 
Eagle Basketball Camp for boys en-
tering grades 3-8 next year. The cost 
is $25, which includes camp in-
struction and a camp T-shirt. Boys 
entering grades 3-5 will meet from 
9 a.m.-12 noon and those entering 
grades 6-8 will meet from 1-4 p.m. 
Basic fundamentals will be taught, 
and prizes will be awarded each day 
with all participants at camp hav-
ing an opportunity to be successful. 
Registration forms are available in 
the office and are due June 4.

Junior Eagle 
Football Camp 
A football camp for students go-

ing into grades 3-6 will be held 
June 4-6 from 2-4 p.m. For regis-
tration information, please call the 
school office at 308-946-3836.


