Marbury High School
Course Syllabus 
Psychology 2026
Teacher: Reba Petersen
Email: reba.petersen@acboe.net


Welcome To Psychology!
I look forward to you being a part of our Psychology class this year. I believe we can work together to make this a successful experience.  Psychology is a course that introduces students to the scientific study of behavior and mental processes.

Classroom Expectations:

        Be respectful:  Disruptive behavior interferes with the productive learning environment for all students.

        Be responsible: Be on time for class and do not have inappropriate items. Students are tardy if they
                               are not in the classroom when the bell rings. Cell phones or other electronic devices 
		  (such as smart watches, tablets, earbuds and headphones) must not be visible and turned 
	                 off while in the classroom.

Be resourceful:  Supplies such as paper and pencil are used each day in class. A three ring binder is 
		    recommended to keep work organized.  It is very important that all assignments are 
		   completed on time. (Details and expectations for completion of specific assignments
   will be given as needed.) If students are absent from class, they are responsible for 
   checking the “What did we do?” center and completing their make-up work. 
   For excused absences, students will have one week to make up assignments and/or 
   tests. For unexcused absences, students will receive a zero for any missed assignments 
   and/or tests. If a student is present but does not turn in the work that day, they do not      
   receive an opportunity to turn it in at a later date. I do not give extra credit. 


Behavioral Consequences: If the above expectations are not met, the following steps will be taken to help
             students meet those expectations.

1. Student- teacher conference
2. Parent/guardian Notification
3. Parent-Teacher-Administrator Conference
4. Office referral 


Topics of Study:     1st quarter- Scientific Inquiry, Biological Bases of Behavior

                              2nd quarter- Life-Span Development, Social Psychology                                  

                              3rd quarter – Memory, Thinking and Intelligence, Motivation and Emotion

                              4th quarter – Psychological Disorders, Applications of Psychological Science


Grades will be calculated as follows:
· Each quarter grade : Major grades (tests, projects)-minimum of 3 --------------------------60% 
                                 Minor grades (class work, quizzes)-minimum of 6-----------------------40%   
· Late work will only receive partial credit. Extra credit will not be used as a last minute effort to make up for unwise use of time during the grading period. I do not provide extra credit.

Supplies needed: 3-ring binder, notebook paper, pens (no red)/pencils

***Be sure to sign and return attached contract***
Communication
I will regularly post on my ParentSquare regarding any updates, announcements, and assignments for students and parents to access. If you ever want to know something, check ParentSquare first! Students and parents are also encouraged to contact me via email. I will respond to all emails within 24 hours during the school week. 

Email: reba.petersen@acboe.net	 	  

…………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………...

Please sign and return the bottom portion by January 16, 2026	.
Parent Signature: 								
Preferred Contact Information: 							

For students:

I understand that my grade is my responsibility. Mrs. Petersen does not hand out grades—I must earn my grade. If I use my time wisely, I will receive the information that I need to know in order to be successful. However, if I do not use my time wisely, I understand that Mrs. Petersen does not offer extra credit and that I must follow the absence policy of the Autauga County Board of Education. 

Student signature: ___________________________________________________________

