
 

 

2026 G-CASE SPRING LEGAL CONFERENCE:  DRAFT 

 Pre-Function Activity – Sunday, March 1, 2026 

6:30 PM  Past-President’s Dinner Porterhouse Grille 

 

Day 1 – Monday, March 2, 2026 

8:30 AM – 2:00 PM Registration Athena Main Lobby 

 

9:00 AM -12:00 Noon 

 

SELDA Athena Ballroom A 

9:15 AM – 10:00 AM G-CASE Advisory Board 

Meeting 

Athena I 

10:15 AM – 11:30 AM G-CASE Advisory Board 

 and Executive Board Meeting 

8:30 AM -11:30 AM 

 

GLRS Directors Meeting Athena J 

11:30 AM – 12:45 PM Pre-Function Lunch 

(Executive and Advisory Boards; 

SELDA; GLRS) 

Olympia 1 and 2 

1:00 PM – 1:10 PM Conference Kick-Off / 

Welcome 

MaryKay Berry 

2025-2026 G-CASE President  

 

Athena Ballrooms A-F 

 

 

1:10 PM – 2:10 PM 

 

General Session 

Dealing with Crossover Claims: 

When Regular and Special 

Education Meet 

Phil Hartley 

Pereira, Kirby, Kinsinger & 

Nguyen 

2:10 PM – 3:00 PM 

 

Welcome from GAEL 

Ben Wiggins, GAEL  

GA General Assembly Updates 

Jimmy Stokes, GAEL 

3:00 PM – 3:30 PM Refreshment Break Athena Ballroom Lobby Areas 

3:30 PM – 4:15 PM 

 

General Session 

Dispute Resolution in Georgia: 

Emerging Trends and Strategies 

for Strengthening Family 

Partnerships 

Dr. Charity Roberts  

State Director IDEA 

Nykia Burke  

Legal Analysis Specialist 

Athena Ballrooms A-F 
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Ira Groome-Williamson, 

Program Specialist 

Stephanie Moss, Parent to 

Parent COO 

Kara Hudspeth,  

Special Education Director 

Forsyth County Schools  

4:15 -- 5:00 PM General Session 

AI Got You Spiraling? 

How to Lasso the Tornado 

Beth Morris and Reagan Sauls 

Parker Poe 

Athena Ballrooms A-F 

5:00 PM President’s Reception  

 

Athena Ballroom Lobby Areas 

5:00 PM End of Conference Day 1 

 

 

6:30 PM Executive Board Dinner 

Sponsored by Goalbook 

South Kitchen 

 

Day 2 – Tuesday, March 3, 2026 

Special Education Administrator Development Academy (ADA) Day 

7:30 AM – 12:00 PM Registration Athena Main Lobby 

 

7:45 AM – 8:30 AM Breakfast Buffet 

 

Grand Hall 1-6 

(Downstairs) 

8:30 AM – 9:15 AM General Session 

Dr. MaryKay Berry 

2025-2026 G-CASE President 

 

Athena Ballrooms A-F 

9:15 AM – 10:15 AM General Session 

Putting It in  

Writing: What Prior Written 

Notice Really Means 

Samantha Lewis and  

Ashley Akins 

Parker Poe 

Athena Ballrooms A-F 

10:15 AM – 11:00 AM Coffee Break  

Visit ADA Showcase 

Athena Ballroom Lobby/ 

Olympia Hallway 

Olympia 1 and 2 

11:00- AM – 12:00 PM ADA Session 1 

Carol Seay 

Parthenon I 

11:00- AM – 12:00 PM General Session Athena Ballrooms A-F 
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Compensatory Claims Under 

IDEA: Causes, Consequences, 

and Prevention 

 Elizabeth Kinsinger 

Pereira, Kirby, Kinsinger & 

Nguyen 

12:00 PM – 1:00 PM  Lunch 

 

Grand Hall 1-6 

(Downstairs) 

Afternoon Session 

 
1:15 PM – 2:15 PM  

 

General Session  

Better Together: Proven 

Collaboration between School 

Districts and their Legal Team 

Tris Gilland 

Marietta City Schools                                                                    

MaryGrace Kittrell 

Parker Poe 

Athena Ballrooms A-F 

1:15 PM – 2:15 PM  

 

ADA Session 2 

 

Parthenon I 

2:15 PM – 2:45 PM  

 

Full Refreshment Break 

 

Athena Ballroom Lobby 

Areas 

2:45 PM – 3:00 PM ADA Graduation 

 

Athena Ballrooms A-F 

 

 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM General Session  

State of the State: Advancing 

Special Education in Georgia 

through Priorities, Progress, 

and Possibilities. 

Charity Roberts 

GaDOE 

4:00 PM – 5:00 PM General Session 

Legal Jeopardy 

Beth Morris and Reagan Sauls 

Parker Poe 

5:00 PM Conference Day 2 Ends  

6:30 PM Advisory Board Dinner 

Sponsored by Lighthouse 

TBD 
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Day 3 – Wednesday, March 4, 2026 

7:30 AM – 9:00 AM Grab ‘N Go Breakfast 

 

Athena Ballrooms Lobby 

Area 

 

9:00 AM – 10:15 AM General Session 

Important and Hot Topics in the 

World of Special 

Education:  Status of the US 

DOE and Recent Court and 

Agency Guidance 

Julie Weatherly 

Resolutions in Special Education 

Athena Ballrooms A-F 

10:15 AM – 10:45 AM Beverage Break 

 

10:45 AM – 12:00 PM General Session. continued 

Julie Weatherly 

Resolutions in Special Education 

12:00 PM Conference Adjourns 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


