


Avoyelles Parish Schools
221Tunica Drive West

Marksville, Louisiana 71351
Karen L. Tutor

Superintendent
Thelma ]. Prater

Assistant Superintendent

Deor Sixth Grade Students ond Porents,

We qim to ignite o love of reoding in oll of our children in Avoyelles Porish. During the school yeor

wehave progroms such os DEAR (Drop Everything And Reod) and Acceleroted Reoder. This summet we

ore sending f ree books home with your child to continue to grow our readers. Just reoding 20 minutes o

doy will grow their vocobulory by 1.8 million words ayeat. The reoding gift your child received todoy

contoins some of the books listed below. ft contoins some fomily octivities that we hope you will dive into

with your child. As you reod, toke o look ot the Summer Reoding Journol in order to get the most out of
whot you are reading. Use the octivities in the journol to connect with whot you ore reoding and engoge

in conversotions with others. fnvite your fomily ond friends to reod with you ond tolk obout the topics in

the books. Your child is required to choose ONE book ond return oo. 13 W Wonkout and foun

odditionol octivities from the reoding iourno! upon orrivol ot school next yeor to be groded.

Sixth Grade Summer Reading List

Frizzy by Claribel A. Ortega

Connect the Dots by Keith Calabrese

Chasing Jaguars by Melissa Cristina Marquez

The Storyteller by Brandon Hobson

The Way to Rio Luna by Zoraida Cordova

Note: Some packets may have other Scholastic Books not on the list. They are still approved and can be used.

Have o great summer!
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I DEAR STUDENT,

Good news! Your school has partnered with Scholastic to give you a great set

of books to read over the summer. These books are a gift for you to enioy,

share with others, and keep. Inside this packet, you will find:

> Interesting and fun books
> Activity Sheets that go with each book
> A Summer Reading Journal

The goal of My Books Summer is for you, your family, and your friends to
engage with books in a way that is fun and interactive., Reading can be so much
more than the words on a page when you use the text as a springboard for
conversations and ideas.

As you read, take a look at the Activity Sheet that goes with the book. Complete

the different sections in any order and at any pace that is comfortable for you.

Ask your family to read the Activity Sheets with you, and see whether you can

turn a single book into an experience for you and your family.

The Summer Reading Journal is another way for you to get the most out of what
you are reading. The journal can be used with any book in this packet or any

book in general. Enjoy your summer, and happy reading!

DEAR FAI{ILY,

Even though your child is now an independent reader, there are still many
ways to enjoy literature together. Sometimes you may read a book together;

other times, your child mayread independently. You might simply scan the

title and read the information on the back cover. Whether you read alongside

your child or have conversations with him or her about the book, partnering

together can make reading more fun and meaningfui.

Use the Activity Sheets provided in the My Books Summer packet as a way to

talk with your child about what they are reading. Share any connections that

you may have to the stories, and ask your child questions about the books. Use

the conversations that stem from these books as a window into your child's

world. Enjoy the experience of connecting with your child in a way that

promotes learning, conversation, and famiiy engagement.

HAPPY READING!
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Frizzy

by Cloribel A. Ortego; illustroted by Rose Bousomro

Before Reoding

Reod lhe bock cover of Frizzy. Think obout whot "good hoir" meons to you. Do you think you hove
good hoir? lf so, whot mokes it "good"? lf not, whot don't you like obout your hoir? Who defines whot
"good hoir" is?

While Reoding

As you reod, pouse ond think or write obout these queslions:

. After "El Solon" ond ";Quince!": Where does Morlene go every Sundoy, ond why? How does she feel
obout it? Why does she think obout the Super Amigos show while she's there?

. How ond why do people compore Morlene to her cousin, Diono? Why is Morlene's mother ongry ot
her for doncing?

. After "Besl Friends" ond "The Plon": Why does Morlene think odults ore "weirdos"? Why is it
importont lo her to mess up her stroight hoir? Why is it hord for her to tolk to her mom obout the
solon?

. Why does Morlene get in trouble ot school? How does Morlene deol with Diono's comment obout
"good hoir"? Whot does her mother tell her obout looking "the woy [we] do" ond fitting in?

. After ? Speciol Wosh Doy": How does Tio Ruby help Morlene understond her mom? Whot does
Morlene leorn obout onti-Blockness?

. Whot does Tio Ruby soy obout Morlene choosing noturol hoir versus stroight hoir? How does she
exploin "good" ond "bod" hoir"?

. Whot gives Morlene the couroge to tolk to her mom? How does her mom respond?

Afler Reoding

Morlene's mom soys, "lt's not eosy to undo something you've been tought wos right your whole life."
Think obout whot Morlene's mom meons, ond how Morlene helps her. Then write down something you
might wont to undo thot you've been tought to believe wos right.

Literocy Tip

Hove you ever heord the soying, "A picture is worth o thousond words"? Some illustroted scenes ore
powerful without text, such os on poge 25, when Morlene is in owe of Tio Ruby with her beoutiful
curls, ond on poge 31, when Morlene sees her distorted reflection in the spoon.
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Frizzy

by Cloribel A. Ortego; illustroted by Rose Bousomro

Write lt
Morlene's fomily mokes "meon or judgy" comments obout her oppeoronce ond the woy she octs, bul
she gets in trouble for defending herself. Con you relote to this? Are there people in your fomily or friends
group who moke you feel bodly?

lf so, whot do they soy, ond why do you think they soy it? How do you deol with it? Do you ever soy things
thot moke other people feel bodly? lf so, why do you do it? Below, in whotever style you like, write obout
your personol experience wilh meon ond judgy comments.
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The Storyteller

by Brondon Hobson

Bafore Reoding

Most people hove experienced feeling onxious or nervous. ltt nol unusuol to feel onxious before o
big test, o big gome, or speoking in public. But full-blown onxiety-o feeling of feor or dreod-con be
debilitoting. Whot do you know obout onxiety? Hove you-or hos someone you know-ever experienced
onxiety? lf you hove, how would you describe the feeling? Whot did you do to deol wilh it?

While Reoding

As you reod, pouse ond think or write obout these questions:

. After Chopters l-5: Whot troumo is Ziggy deoling with? Why is President AndrewJockson in Ziggy's
dreoms?

. ln whol woy is Ziggy's mom like mony other Notive women? Why does Ziggy need to tolk to Alice?
Whot do Alice ond Ziggy hove in common?

. After Chopters 6-10: Why is it owkword listening to Mr. Lynch teoch Notive history? How does the
difference between possibility ond probobility help Ziggy? Whot does Ziggy figure oui obout Mr.
Lynch from the ormodillo?

. After Chopters ll-15: How does Ziggy try to visuolize his onxiety? Why did Alice lie obout the cove?

. After Chopters 16-19: When did Alice stop looking for her sisler, ond why? Whot is the importonce of
stories obout people who ore gone?

. Whot does Ziggy finolly tell his fother he needs? Whot do you think is the most importont thing on
Ziggy's "Things I Leorned Lost Night" list (pp. 192 ond 193)?

Afler Reoding

Bosed on the stories in this book, do you ogree or disogree with Grondmo's belief thot o storyteller's
power lies in finding meoning in events ond then conveying thot meoning to others? Con you lhink of o
lime when you heord someone tell o powerful story? Whot mode thot story seem especiolly powerful
lo you?

Literocy Tip

On poge 25, the students in Ziggy's closs oll hove nomes thot ore voriolions on or direct references
to rock stors from the 1970s ond l980s (Adom Ant, Chrissie Hynde, Bryon Ferry, ond Robert Smith).
Ziggy himself wos nomed ofter o chorocter creqted by rock slor Dovid Bowie.

165246
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The Storyteller

by Brondon Hobson

Write lt
"There ore plenty of people who will tell lies obout us. There ore mony who don't wont our history to be
o port of theirs. But we connot give up. We toke the truth of the post with us, ond preserve it from being
forgotten" (pp.171 ond 172).

Think obout this quote in the context of President AndrewJockson's speech (tought in Mr. Lynch's closs
ond quoted by the ormodillo) obout the lndion Removol Act of 1830, in which he referred to the Act os
"benevolent " even lhough it required opproximotely 60,000 Notive Americons to leove their lond ond
4,000 of them died during the forced relocotion.

Why do you think some people wouldn't wont the lndion Removol Act to be port of their history os
Americons? Whot would they hove to ocknowledge or recognize obout Americon history?

Whot do you think of this se/ectve opprooch to history (meoning thot you get to choose whott port of
your country's history ond whot's not)?
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Connect the Dots

by Keith Colobrese

Before Reoding

Look ot the cover of the book ond reod the title, then study the imoge. Whot kind of book do you think
Connecl the Dols is? Whot does the expression "connect the dots" meon? When do people tend to use
this expression?

While Reoding

As you reod, toke time to pouse ond think, tolk, or write oboul these questions:

After reoding Chopters l-4: How does the outhor describe Prestont relotionship to moth? How does
this help the reoder understond exoctly whot Preston is copoble of? Oliver olso seems to hove o skill,
olthough it's more subtle thon Preston's. Whot do you think it is?

After reoding Chopters 5-7: Why is it difficult for Preston to trust people? Why is it difficult for Oliver to
trust people, even before he meels Mr. Koplon? Whot hoppens with Mr. Koplon?

After reoding Chopters 8-10: Whot is Motildo's fother hiding from Motildo? Whot is Motildo hiding from
her porents? Whot is she hiding from her friends? How do these secrets offect the plol of the story?

After reoding Choplers ll-13: Whot is choos theory, olso known os the butterfly effect? How is it
connected to Preslon? How does it moke Preston dongerous?

After Reoding

Using technology he designed himself, Preston "communicotes" with historicol figures Morie Curie,
Albert Einstein, Leonordo do Vinci, ond Nikolo Teslo. Why do you think he chose these four people?
Whom would you choose to communicote with, if you could use this technology?

Literocy Tip:

On the first poge of every chopter, the outhor includes o summory of whol's going to hoppen. This is

o clever nod to Preston's need to know whot's going to hoppen before it hoppens.
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Connecl the Dols

by Keith Colobrese

Write About lt
"Sometimes we give more thon we toke, ond sometimes we toke more thon we give. But, lfind, os long
os you hove people in your life thot you con reolly count on, it oll pretty much works out in the end."
(poge 84)

"...who we ore is just the sum of the tiny, rondom choices we moke every doy. lt oll odds up." (poge 218)

Which of the two quotes obove do you think best coptures the messoge of this book, ond why? Support
your onswei using evidence from the book.
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ChosingJoguors

Before Reoding

Hove you ever wotched o reolity television show, o documentory movie, or o video thot feotures
onimols? Whot ore your thoughts obout reolity shows, movies, or videos obout reol onimols? ln whot
woys might they be educotionol? ln whot woys might they be problemotic-for onimols or for humons?
And in whot woys might they be o little of both?

While Reoding

As you reod, toke lime to pouse ond think, tolk, or write obout these questions:

After reoding Chopters l-5: Whot brings the Villolobos fomily to Sonoro? Who is Donielo, ond whol is

she trying to occomplish? Who is SefiorJos6, ond whot is his point of view? How ore they in conflict with
eoch other?

After reoding Chopters 6-11: Whot is comero tropping? Whot is sotellite togging? Whot ore trocking
collors? How do these importont tools work? And how do they help conservotionists ond reseorchers?

After reoding Chopters 12-'16: Whot does Adrionno notice in the comero footoge the group is wotching
ofter the joguor gets cought in the snore? Why does this moke her think of the people she sow in Cubo
ond Sri Lonko? Why does this moke her feel guilty?

After reoding Chopters 17-22: Whot does the teom do when they finolly find the injured joguor?
Whot steps do they toke to help him? Whot hoppens to the joguor? Whot ore your feelings or thoughts
obout this?

After Reoding

Whot clues hint thot Mr. Sovoge isn't exoctly who he seems to be ond moy in foct be connected to the
poochers? Nome three clues from different points in the book.

751711

Literocy Tip:

Throughout the book, there ore profile poges obout the wild onimols found in Sonoro. These
poges provide informotion obout the onimols'sizes, the foods they eot, ond whether or not they're
endongered. But the purpose of these profile poges is not only to inform the reoder. These profile
poges ore from the trip pomphlet Mr. Sovoge gives the Villolobos fomily obout eoch new locoiion.
Thus, these profile poges ore port of the story.
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ChosingJoguqrs

by Melisso Cristino M6rquez

Write About lt!

Write on essoy exploining how SefforJos6's feelings oboutjoguors chonge from the beginning of the
book to the end. Use detoils from the text to support your ideos. ln your essoy, describe whot hoppens

olong the woy to help focililote this chonge. Then exploin how his chonge of heort reflects one of the
book's importont messoges.

Feeling creolive? Write your essoy from SeiorJos6's point of view, os o memoir or o journol entry'
lnclude illustrotions to go olong with your text.
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TheWoyto Rio Luno

by Zoroido C6rdovo

Before Reoding

Reod the quote on the cover of the book. lt soys thot the book is "o love letter to everyone who believes in
mogic." Whot does thot meon? How con o book be o love letter to o specific group of people?

While Reoding

As you reod, toke time to pouse ond think, tolk, or write obout these questions:

After reoding Chopters l-6: Mogic is importont to Donny. Exploin why you think it is. How does mogic
couse trouble for him? How do his feelings shifl os time goes on? Whot hoppens thot restores his foith in
mogic?

After reoding Chopters 7-12: Whot does Glory tell Donny obout enchonted books? Whot does he leorn
obout lhe Woy lo Rio Luno? How is this connected to finding Pili? Whot must he ond Glory do?

After reoding Chopters 13-18: Why does Glory feel bod obout the book ond mogic in generol? Whol
hoppened to Glory's obility to see enchontment? How does Donny try to moke her feel better?

After reoding Chopters 19-23: Whot does Donny leorn from Ollie obout Ello St. Cloy ond Leonno Norlh?
Whot does this leod him to figure out obout Auntie North ond the Shodow Queen?

After Reoding

Even from the very beginning, storting with her first entronce on poge 97, there ore clues thot something
is not right with Auntie North. Whot ore these clues? List three clues from different scenes in the book.

Literocy Tip:

At the end of the book, the outhor leoves severol big plot points unresolved-such os whot hoppens
to the Shodow Queen ond where Ello St. Cloy is. Why might on outhor do this? lt could be o signol
thot there moy be more books in the series to come.
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TheWoyto Rio Luno

by Zoroido C6rdovo

Write About lt
ln the book, when Donny is thinking obout the missing endings of the stories, he wonders whether it's
better to write o different ending simply becouse it's hoppier, or whelher it's better to tell the truth
(poge 258).

ln reol life, people ore often foced with o similor dilemmo: Should I tell the truth, even if it moy couse
someone unhoppiness or poin? Or should I ovoid telling the truth ond insteod tell them something thot
will moke them hoppy?

Whot's your opinion? Do you believe thot telling the truth is olwoys the best option? Or do you think there
ore times when it might be better to tell people whol you think lhey wont to heor insteod of the lruth?
Exploin your onswer.

Feel free to write your response os on opinion piece, or os o list of pros (Yes, olwoys tell the truth) ond
cons (No, sometimes honesty is NOT the best policy).
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