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During this session, we will discuss:
• Overview of literacy and dyslexia screening process
• Participation considerations
• Universal screening and tiered reading support plans
• Decision tree for support plans for students with an IEP
• Relevant resources



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Preparing ALL Students for Life4

1
Screening

2
Parent Notification

3
High-Quality Instruction
Use screening data to identify areas 
of improvement for high-quality core 
instruction for all students.

4
Tiered Reading Support 
Plan

Student
Success

Supporting Students through the Georgia 
Early Literacy and Dyslexia Act

Conduct universal reading and 
dyslexia screening three times 
per year and analyze 
screening and other data to 
determine risk of not attaining 
grade level reading 
proficiency. 

For all students, send home a 
parent notification letter with the 
results of universal screening. 
Parents must also be notified if 
their child is at significant risk of 
not attaining grade level 
reading proficiency.

Develop a tiered reading support plan for 
students with a significant reading 
deficiency.
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Participation Considerations
• IDEA requires that all children 

with disabilities be included in 
all general state and district-
wide assessment programs.

• There is no language in statute 
or rule that exempts children 
with disabilities from the 
requirements of the Georgia 
Early Literacy and Dyslexia 
Act. 
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Screening Students with Significant 
Cognitive Disabilities
• If an IEP team determines that the student cannot meaningfully access 

the universal screener, then the student should participate in an 
equivalent screening process using alternative methods that are best 
suited to the child's individual needs and abilities.  

• Alternative methods may include observations, interviews, diagnostic 
probes, skill checklists, and informal measures. 

• For reporting purposes, students who were screened with alternative 
methods should be included in the total percentage of students 
screened. They should also be included in the percentage of students 
flagged as significantly at risk of not attaining grade level proficiency if 
they are found to be at risk through the screening process.
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Screening 
Students with 
Low Incidence 
Disabilities

https://url.gadoe.org/zz1zl

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.gadoe.org%2Fzz1zl&data=05%7C02%7CAmy.Denty%40doe.k12.ga.us%7Ce96ccb4566a44b3a401b08ddff8f9262%7C1aa55c8303434ecbbd39bd7f43876bd7%7C0%7C0%7C638947714287072829%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Jv6tQAOGo49f3KbCSCjZbN9%2B6cuQhoFfuv5IMzTfeY0%3D&reserved=0


8 Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Preparing ALL Students for Life

•What did you hear that 
provides clarity for you? 

•What do you need further 
clarification on?
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The Process: Determining Whether 
Students with an IEP also Need a 
Tiered Reading Support Plan 
Develop district guidelines or procedures for school teams. 

1. Incorporate special education representatives in the data analysis 
process and determination of next steps

2. Ensure ongoing collaboration among members of the school team.
3. Review all data sources, including but not limited to evaluation 

results, IEP information, and progress monitoring data.
4. Make individual determinations that are based on unique student 

needs and abilities. 



10 Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Preparing ALL Students for Life

The Process: Determining Whether 
Students with an IEP also Need a 
Tiered Reading Support Plan
• Throughout process, maintain open communication with 

parents. 
• Screening information should be included in Present Levels of 

Academic Achievement and Functional Performance 
(PLAAFP) and discussed with parents at the IEP meeting. 

ThePhoto by PhotoAuthor is licensed under CCYYSA.
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Developing a Tiered Reading Support 
Plan vs. Amending an IEP

• Universal reading and dyslexia screening indicates that a student 
with a disability has deficits in foundational reading skills, but 
other data (e.g., the student’s most recent psychoeducational 
evaluation report, grades, teacher observation, standardized 
assessments) does not substantiate this.

• The student should continue receiving high quality Tier 1 
instruction in foundational reading skills and participate in the 
regular universal reading and dyslexia screening process. 

• Reexamine all available data 3 times per year, after each 
universal screener administration, and respond accordingly.

Screening indicates 
difficulties, but other 
student data does not 

correspond

• Continue high-quality 
Tier 1 instruction in 
reading

• Reexamine data at 
next screening 
administration
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Scenario 1: Marcus

• Marcus is a 3rd grader with an IEP for OHI with no 
reading goals in his IEP. He was flagged by the 
screener as significantly at risk of not attaining 
grade level reading proficiency.

• The school team reviews his psychoeducational 
evaluation report (2nd grade), current grades, and 
performance on district assessments. 

• The school team finds no evidence that Marcus is 
performing below grade level in foundational 
reading skills based on available data.
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Scenario 1: Next Steps
Marcus is a 3rd grader with an IEP for OHI with no reading goals in his IEP. He was flagged by the 
screener as significantly at risk of not attaining grade level reading proficiency.
The school team reviews his psychoeducational evaluation report (2nd grade), current grades, and 
performance on district assessments. The school team finds no evidence that Marcus is performing 
below grade level in foundational reading skills based on collective data.

The school will continue to provide Marcus with high-quality 
Tier 1 reading instruction and monitor his performance 
through universal screening three times per year.
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Developing a Tiered Reading Support 
Plan vs. Amending an IEP

• The school team creates 
a tiered reading support 
plan to address specific 
areas of weakness.

• Monitor progress and 
reexamine data as 
documented in the plan.

• If there is evidence of 
continued difficulties, 
amend the IEP.

Screening and some other data 
indicates difficulties, but overall 

data is inconsistent

Is there evidence of 
continued difficulties?

• Universal reading and 
dyslexia screening indicates 
that a student with a disability 
has deficits in foundational 
reading skills.

• Some other data shows 
weaknesses in foundational 
reading skills (e.g., classroom 
grades, work samples) but 
other data does not (e.g., 
psychoeducational evaluation 
results, other standardized 
tests).
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Scenario 2: Abigail
• Abigail is a 1st grader with an IEP for SLI with 

no reading goals in her IEP. She was flagged by 
the screener as significantly at risk of not 
attaining grade level proficiency. 

• The school team reviews her psychoeducational 
evaluation report (kindergarten) and current 
classroom performance and assessments. 

• The school team finds evidence that Abigail is 
performing below grade level in foundational 
reading skills in the classroom. Her parents 
have also raised concerns.
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Scenario 2: Next Steps

• The school team will create and implement a tiered reading 
support plan, monitor Abigail's progress, and reexamine her 
data at intervals documented in the tiered reading support 
plan. If there is evidence of continued difficulties in 
foundational reading skills, amend Abigail's IEP to add 
targeted reading goals.

Abigail is a 1st grader with an IEP for SLI with no reading goals in her IEP. She was flagged by 
the screener as significantly at risk of not attaining grade level reading proficiency.
The school team reviews her psychoeducational evaluation report (kindergarten) and current 
classroom performance and assessments. The school team finds evidence that Abigail is 
performing below grade level in foundational reading skills in the classroom. Her parents have 
also raised concerns.
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Developing a Tiered Reading Support 
Plan vs. Amending an IEP
• Universal reading and dyslexia screening 

indicates that a student with a disability has 
deficits in foundational reading skills.

• The school team finds evidence that is 
consistent with these results.

• The IEP team reviews the IEP to ensure the 
present levels of achievement and goals 
address weaknesses in foundational reading 
skills.

• If changes are needed, amend IEP accordingly 
within 30 days.

Screening and other 
student data indicate 

difficulties

If the IEP does 
not include 
reading goals, 
amend the 
student’s IEP to 
update present 
levels of 
achievement and 
add goals for 
reading.

If the IEP 
does include 
reading 
goals, it 
does not 
need to be 
amended.
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Scenario 3: Natasha
• Natasha is a 2nd grader with an IEP 

for SLD. Her IEP contains reading 
goals. She was flagged by the 
screener as significantly at risk of not 
attaining grade level reading 
proficiency.

• This is consistent with data from her 
psychoeducational evaluation report 
(1st grade) and her current classroom 
performance and assessments.
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Scenario 3: Next Steps

The IEP team will review Natasha's IEP to ensure that her goals address the 
weaknesses in foundational reading skills identified by the universal reading 
and dyslexia screener and other data. As needed, the IEP team will amend 
her IEP to add goals and update Natasha's present levels of achievement.

Natasha is a 2nd grader with an IEP for SLD with reading goals in her IEP. She was flagged by 
the screener as significantly at risk of not attaining grade level reading proficiency.
This is consistent with data from her psychoeducational evaluation report (1st grade) and her 
current classroom performance and assessments.
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•What did you hear that 
provides clarity for you? 

•What do you need further 
clarification on?
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Key Take-Aways
The school team and IEP team must work together.
Review all available data in making decisions.
Students are not exempt from universal screening.
Alternative screening approaches may be needed for students with 
significant cognitive disabilities.
Decisions should be made on case-by-case basis.
Use the decision tree as a tool to guide your decisions.
Communicate openly and frequently with parents.
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The IDEA and the 
Georgia Early 
Literacy and 
Dyslexia Act

https://inspire.gadoe.org/lesson/22422
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Dyslexia Resource 
Guide for Georgia 
Families

https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/596a0f6c-fe19-451d-8a6a-65b448c9ca8b/1/Dyslexia-Resource-Guide-for-Georgia-Families.pdf
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July 2025 
Dyslexia 
Informational 
Handbook

https://url.gadoe.org/6qc8q

https://url.gadoe.org/6qc8q
https://url.gadoe.org/6qc8q


26 Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Preparing ALL Students for Life

IDA Definition of Dyslexia (2025)

https://dyslexiaida.org/definition-of-dyslexia/
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Literacy and Dyslexia GaDOE Inspire

https://inspire.gado
e.org/collection/CC
1416/8057

https://inspire.gadoe.org/collection/CC1416/8057
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Questions?
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