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Deor Seventh 6rode Students ond Porents,

We oim to ignite o love of reading in oll of our children in Avoyelles Porish. This summet we a?e

sending freebooks home with your child to continue to grow our reoders. Just reoding 20 minutes o doy

will grow their vocobulary by 1.8 million words oyeor. The reoding gif t your child received todoy contoins

some of the books listed below. ft contoins some fomily octivities thot we hope you will dive into with

your child. Use the octivities in the journol to connect with whot you ore reoding and engoge in

conversotions with others. Invite your fomily ond friends to reod with you ond tolk obout the topics in

the books Your child is reouired to choose ONE book ond return pq. 13 W Workout ond four
odditionol octivities fr.om the reoding journol upon orrivo! ot school next veor to be groded.

Seventh Grade Summer Reading List

The Last Cuentista by Donna Barba Higuera

Tumble by Celia C. Perez

Theo Tan and the Fox Spirit by Jesse Q. Sutanto

It's the End of the World and I'm in my Bathing Suit by Justin A. Reynolds

Nightmare Island by Shakirah Bourne

Note: Some packets may have other Scholastic Books not on the list. They are still approved and can be used.
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Hove a greot summer!

221 Tunica Drive West, Marksville, LA 71351. * Phone (318) 253-5982 * Fax (318 597-5101
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DEAR STUDEIIT,

Good news! Your school has partnered with Scholastic to give you a great set

of books to read over the summer. These books are a gift for you to enjoy,

share with others, and keep. Inside this packet, you will find:

> Interesting and fun books
> Activity Sheets that go with each book
> A Summer Reading Journal

The goal of My Books Summer is for you, your family, and your friends to
engage with books in a way that is fun and interactive., Reading can be so much
more than the words on a page when you use the text as a springboard for
conversations and ideas.

As you read, take a look at the Activity Sheet that goes with the book. Complete
the different sections in any order and at any pace that is comfortable for you.

Ask your family to read the Activity Sheets with you, and see whether you can

turn a single book into an experience for you and your family.

The Summer Reading Journal is another way for you to get the most out of what
you are reading. The journai can be used with any book in this packet or any
book in general. Enjoy your summer, and happy reading!

DEAR FAMILY,

Even though your child is now an independent reader, there are still many
ways to enjoy literature together. Sometimes you may read a book together;

other times, your child mayread independently. You might simply scan the
' title and read the information on the back cover. Whether you read alongside

your child or have conversations with him or her about the book, partnering

together can make reading more fun and meaningful.

Use the Activity Sheets provided in the My Books Summer packet as a way to

talk with your chiid about what they are reading. Share any connections that
you may have to the stories, and ask your child questions about the books. Use

the conversations that stem from these books as a window into your child's

world. Enjoy the experience of connecting with your child in a way that
promotes learning, conversation, and family engagement.

HAPPY NEADING!

.i!q-ISCHOLASTIC
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Theo Tan and the Fox Spirit

by J esse Q. Sutonto

Before Reoding

Whot do you notice obout the imoge on the cover? Whol do you think might hoppen in this book? ls there
onything on the cover thot reminds you of other books you've reod?

While Reoding

As you reod, pouse ond think or write obout these questions:

. After Chopters 1-10: Whot is cirth? Whot ore componion spirits? Whot is the Know Your Roots

progrom ot Reopling Corp.? How is Mondorin o "tonol" longuoge?

. After Chopters 1l-22: Why does Director Word coll Theo into his office? Whot hoppens when o
componion spirit performs o bod deed? Whot do Theo ond Koi find under the librory floorboord?

. After Chopters 23-37: Whot does Theo find in the olmonoc? Whot does connection to culture hove
to do with occessing qi? How does Koi define idenlily? Why does Peng need Theo to figure out who
kidnopped him? Whot hoppens to Koi ofter shope-shifting into Director Word? How does Theo
counteroct this? Whot does Koi do to Donny?

. After Chopters 38-Epilogue: Whot ore Xiuling ond Director Word reolly doing? Whot does Theo
reolize obout whot he's been osking Koi to do? Whot do Theo ond Xiuling hove in common? How
does Theo stop Niu Mo Wong, ond how does this help him connect with fomily history ond his

oncestors? Whot does Theo leorn oboutJomie's soul?

After Reoding

How does Theo's relotionship to his heritoge chonge by the end of the book? How do his feelings obout
speoking Mondorin reflect this?

Literocy Tip

ln Koi's chopters, the outhor uses footnotes ot the bottom of the poge to ollow Koi to step out of lhe
story ond comment-hiloriously-on the oction.
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TheoTan and the Fox Spirit

by Jesse Q. Sutonto

Write lt
Theo wos emborrossed by his Chinese culture ond heritoge until he leorned its power ond importonce
in his life. Whot if onything, obout your fomily or your history-or yourself-emborrosses you? Why? How
does this creote problems for you? Con you imogine o time or situotion in which you would no longer be
emborrossed? Whol do you think it would toke to get to thot point? Whot does it feel like to imogine no
longer being emborrossed?

Think obout on emborrossing scene from your life. Then write obout it in whotever style you like-os o
few ponels from o comic book or grophic novel (with text ond illustrotions), os o scene from o ploy (with
diologue), or os o personol essoy.
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by Shokiroh Bourne

Before Reoding

Whot elemenls on the cover work iogether to lell you the genre (cotegory bosed on content-sci-fi,
romonce, ond so on) ond mood (vibe) of this book?

While Reoding

As you reod, pouse ond think or write obout these questions:

. After Estoblishing Shot-Toke l1-Don't Tell: Whot is unique obout Serenity? Why does she wont to
moke the scoriest horror movie of oll time? Whot does Serenity do when her porents try to send her
to Gron's? Whoi is o duppy, ond why ore they on Duppy lslond? Whot is o douen? Whot does Serenity
notice obout people's music on the islond?

. After Tokes 12-20: How does Serenity know something is wrong with Peoce? And with her porents?
Why does the clinic seem fomilior? Whot do her porents finolly tell her obout Peoce, Dr. Whisper, ond
the islond?

. After Tokes 2l-30: Whot does Serenity figure out obout Peoce? How does the reql Peoce try to tell
Serenity whot's going on? Whot does Trill wont her to do? Whot does Dr. Whisper reveol obout whot
he's doing, ond why?

. After Toke 31-Mirocle of Life: How do Serenity ond Trill sove Serenity's fomily? Why does she destroy
her footoge of Duppy lslond?

After Reoding

How does Serenity's obility to heor people's music help her throughout the book? Whot kind of
informotion does it give her oboul Peoce, Dr. Whisper, Jocob, ond others?

Lilerocy Tip

This book is told from the first-person point of view-the norrotoi Serenity, tells her story using the
pronoun "1"-which isn't unusuol. Whot is unusuol rs thot Serenity tells the scoriest ports os o director,
tolking oboui how she would shoot ond score her terror.
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Nightmore lsland

by Shokiroh Bourne

Wrile lt
"You con't force people into who you wont them to be . . . You hove to love them for who they ore."
(p.23s)

"The perfect fomily is one thot loves you. You moy nol get olong oll the time, but they're there for you
when it reolly molters." (p. 279)

Pick one of the quotes obove ond write o personol essoy obout woys in which it connects to your
relotionships ond/or your fomily. Exploin why the quote resonotes with you, whether you ogree with it,
ond how it shifts or sheds lighl on your interoctions with the people you love.
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Tumble

by Celio C. P6rez

Before Reoding

Toke o close look ot the cover. (Don'l forget the togline!) Whot con you guess obout the moin chorocter?
Now reod the bock cover to determine whether or not you were right.

While Reoding

As you reod, pouse ond think or write oboul these questions:

. After Chopters 1-9: Whot ore Adelo ond her mother not tolking obout, ond why? Why does Adelo
wont to find her first Christmos photo? How does the photo leod her to the historicol society? Whol
does she leorn there?

. After Chopters 10-17: How does Adelo get her mother to let her meet Monny? Who does Adelo meet
when she visits Monny? Why does Mrs. Gonz6lez cost Adelo os Morie in The Nutcrocker?

. After Chopters 18-28: Why is it hord for Adelo to leorn obout her mother from the Brovos? Whot kind
of pressure is Monny feeling? Why does he bring Adelo to his motch? Whot does Uncle Moteo teoch
Adelo ond her costmotes obout wrestling?

. After Chopters 29-39: ln whot woys does Monny disoppoint Adelo? How does Uncle Moteo help
Adelo understond Monny? How does performing in The Nutcracker help Adelo understond Monny?
Whot finolly mokes Adelo's mom tell the story of her relotionship with Monny? Why does Adelo bring
Rosie's photo ond cope to the historicol society?

After Reoding

Whot does Adelo get out of seorching for-ond finding-Monny? How does it chonge her relotionship
with her mothec ond with herself?

I

Lilerocy Tip

At the end, Monny gives Adelo o beoutiful wrestling mosk. lt's o complicoted gift becouse it
represents mony things ot once-their shored love of wrestling; Monny's love for Adelo, whom he

doesn't reolly know; ond the sport thot Monny continues to choose over Adelo.
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Tumble

by Celio C. P6rez

Write lt
"Sometimes hote ond feor ore just two sides of the some coin." (p. 135)

Toke o moment lo think obout this quote. How ore feor ond hote connected? Think obout o ploce,
octivity, thing-even o person-you thrnk you hote. Why do you think your feelings ore so strong? ls
it possible thot you ore, on some level, ofroid? Write o brief essoy, journol entry, letter to yourself, or
something else, exploining whot the quote meons ond why you do (or do not) connecl with it, using
exomples from your own life.
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I The Lost Cuentisto

by Donno Borbo Higuero

Before Reoding

Whot is o cuentisto? (lf you don'l know look it up online) Whot different elements do you see in the cover
imoge? How do the title ond the imoge combine to hint ot whot-ond who-this book is obout?

While Reoding

As you reod, toke time to pouse ond think, tolk, or write obout these questions:

After reoding Chopters l-9: Where ore Pelro ond her fomily going? Who isn't going, ond whot problems
does this couse? Whot is "collective unity"? Whot does the Collective think it will occomplish?

After reoding Chopters 10-19: Whol is on "epiderm filter"? Whot does the Collective use it for? Whot ore
Zetos ond why do they exist? Whot is missing from the ship, ond from Collective culture in generol? Why
does this disturb Petro?

After reoding Chopters 20-25: Why does Petro tell cuentos even though it's forbidden? How is Voxy
offected by cuenlos? How ore Rubio, Sumo, ond Feothers offected?

After reoding Chopters 26-30: Whot is Nylo's view of humons ond oncestry? How does this conflict with
Petro's view? Whot isJovier's finol gift to Petro?

After Reoding

The Colleclive believes in erosing the post to improve the future. Petro's fother believed thot
remembering the post is the woy to moke things better. Whot do you believe, ond why?

Literocy Tip:

Either directly or indirectly, the outhor references severol reol books in the text-Ihe Alchemrst by
Poulo Coelho, AWzord of Earthseo by Ursulo K. Le Guin, Moby Dickby Hermon Melville, Dreomers
by Yuyi Moroles-perhops suggesting which stories ond chorocters she thinks ore so importont
they'll endure not only ocross time but ocross spoce os well.
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The Lost Cuentisto

by Donno Borbo Higuero

Write About lt
"Equolity's good. But equolity ond someness ore two different things. Sometimes those who soy things
without reolly contemploting whot it truly meons . . . Thot dogmo runs o thin line." (poge 19)

"l hove never hod the opportunity to speok with one of you. A relic, thot is," [Nylo] soys. "You ore one
of the few left who octuolly experienced whot your kind hod become. Polluting your own oir ond rivers
ond oceons . . . for profit. Storving some so others become blooted. lt is for those reosons the Collective
exists." (poge 256)

ln your opinion, which of the quotes obove speoks to the biggest problem focing humonity todoy? You
moy explore this question in one of two woys-or creote your own woy:

Debole: Write o scripi for o debote obout which of the quotes represents the biggest problem focing
humonity todoy.

Argument: Choose one of the quotes, ond write on orgument supporting why you believe its underlying
theme (equolity or destroying Eorth's resources for profit) is the biggest problem focing humonity todoy.
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It's the End of the World ond l'm in My Bothing Suit

Before Reoding

Would it be o bummer to be weoring o bothing suit ond flip-flops ot the end of the world? Why or why
not? Whot would you prefer lo be weoring, ond why?

While Reoding

As you reod, toke lime to pouse ond think, tolk, or write obout the following questions. And, before you

jump into the story, BE SURE to reod the notes from "storytelling moster," Eddie Gordon Hollowoy, on

poges l-2!

After reoding Chopters 100-1100: How does Eddie feel obout loundry, ond why? Whot does the
bosement hove to do with his feelings? How is loundry keeping Eddie from the Beoch Bosh?

After reoding Chopters 1200-2600: How does Eddie feel obout Reol Dod? How does he feel obout WBD?

Whot feelings is he struggling with regording WBD ond Mom, ond why?

After reoding Chopters 2700-4000: How does Eddie feel obout Sonio? Whot does he think of her? How

does he help Sonio breok out of her Monster Hunters lldoze?

After reoding Chopter 4100-the end: Whot does Eddie meon when he wonders, ". . . whot if this is on

entirely new book?" (poge 225)? Whot is he worrying obout? Whot is storting to sink in? Whot is Sonio's

theory obout whot's hoppening? Whot's Eddie's theory?

Afler Reoding

Whot's the first smoll clue thot something hos gone owry with the world? Whot do detergent ond
Eddie's phone hove to do with it? Whot hoppens thot finolly mokes it impossible for Eddie to deny thot
somelhing is wrong?

Literocy Tip:

This book is told from lhe firsl-person point of view. The norrotot Eddie, tells his story using the
pronoun l-which isn't unusuol. Whot rs unusuol is thot Eddie tolks to you directly, osking you
questions ond sometimes even onswering them for you . . . os you!
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It's the End of theWorld ond l'm in My Bothing Suit

by Justin A. Reynolds

Writa About lt
ln chopter 4900, Eddie ond Trey hove on importont conversolion.

Whot is it obout? How do they confide in eoch other? How do they help eoch other? Write o brief
summory obout their conversotion, exploining why it's importont to the story. Speculote how this
conversotion might ploy o role in the next book in the series!
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