March 22, 2026 - Issue #312 – Fifth Sunday of Lent

This edition of the weekly Christ of the Desert Bulletin begins our 7th year of publication. Wow time has gone by so quickly.

SAD NEWS TO REPORT:
Corrine Schulte passed away on Monday March 16th. 
Her Memorial Service is at 11:00AM on March 23rd in the Chapel with Father John Madigan presiding.
Corrine sat in the back with Wally, Nadine, Mary and other ladies.
Please keep her in your prayers.

Note from Parishioner Paul Oliaro last year on the 5th Sunday of Lent: 
Great perspective of our unique Community.
Hi Jay
I am sitting here prior to mass and listening to all the discussions and the chatter and the conversations that are taking place and realizing that this is what God really had in mind for worship - people talking to each other, listening to each other, caring for each other – it is one of the most special parts of this church– rather than the dead silence that we usually experience when we go into churches before mass. 
In fact, the people behind me are talking about just how special this is because people care about each other, talk to each other and even share some of their concerns from the previous week.
I know it’s hard to get people to stay quiet at the start of mass but it’s really one of the most special pieces of Christ of the Desert!

Little Parish History from Tim Ryan, brother of Father Mike Ryan, on how we stated getting retired Pastors from the Diocese of Seattle.
As the story goes, Father Mike Ryan visited the Desert in winter of 2000, staying at a condo in Winter Heaven owned by Parishioner friend of Father Mike. He like all of us fell in love with the Desert. When he retired, he made the Desert his part time residence. He was a supply Priest for Sacred Heart and Christ of the Desert. What I remember most of Father Mike is when he started his homily, he took off his watch and when 8 minutes were up his homily was done. Short and sweet was his motto. Father Mike was a classmate of Father Connole. When Father Connole retired and moved to the Desert, it was Father Mike who introduced Father Connole to the “Church Lady” Betty Wallbridge. Betty immediately started scheduling Father Marlin into our Sunday rotation as Father Jack was spending more time as Chaplin at Xavier High School. With the passing of Father Marlin, we now have Father John Madigan from Seattle as our next Priest/Pastor from the Pacific Northwest. Father John, by the way, is a lifelong friend of both Fathers Mike and Marlin. Who was that Winter Haven resident that started this string of wonderful succession of priests? – it is none other than Lenna Mulka. Thank you Lenna
                                      
THE THIRD DDF IS SUNDAY IS MARCH 29TH
OUR 2026 DDF GOAL IS $13,700. We are number 1 again.
Collected to date: $53,787.
0. We collected another $15,967 on Sunday March 15th.
0. A family who attends our Healing Mass donated $15,000. 
0. Your generosity is appreciated.
We now have an additional $40,087 towards our 2026 Refurbishing Project.
Make checks payable to “Christ of the Desert”.
Put DDF in lower left memo area.
Cash $$$ is always acceptable.
REMINDER: 
We designate the last Sunday of the month as DDF Sunday. However, you can always donate at any time. Each Sunday will have a collection basket available after Mass. 
You can also drop off your donation during the week, into the slot of door #4 office. 
You can also send us your donation at any time. Our mailing address is “Christ of the Desert”: 43775 Deep Canyon Rd.  Palm Desert, CA  92260
Thanks, in advance, for everyone’s continued DDF support.

1. Our Third I final collection will be on March 29th.
1. All monies collected (above $13,700) will be returned to us with no Diocesan taxation!!
1. These additional funds will enable us to continue our facility “refurbishing” projects in 2026.
REMEMBRANCE WALK:
Several parishioners have asked me about ordering pavers honoring Father Connole. We have created a special section for your Remembrance Pavers. Father Coonole’s memorial pavers have been installed.
Forms are available from the Parish Office or back of the church. Each Paver is $100.
The “REMEMBRANCE WALK” IS LOCATED IS LOCATED TO THE RIGHT OF THE MAIN ENTRANCE TO THE CHAPEL.  
If you are not sure what you want to say on the paver, let me assist you!!
March Events:
1. SPECIAL NOTICE: Priests from all over the valley will be assisting in the Lenten Penance Service.
0. LENTEN PENNANCE SERVICE AT SACRED HEART IS ON MARCH 4TH AT 7PM. 
1. March 5th - Thursday FIND Community Supplemental Food Distribution Program at 9:30AM.
1. March 8th - Day Light Saving Time. Change you clocks before going to bed. Spring forward.
1. March 11th – Bingo at Sacred Heart. 6:00 – 9:00PM in the Salta Center.
1. March 11th - Christ of the Desert Ladies Guild luncheon at 11:30 in Room 1.
1. March 14th - K of C - CRV recycle program. 7:30AM to 11:30AM. Parking lot behind Salta Center.
1. March 17th - St. Patrick’s Day.
1. March 19th - Christ of the Desert’s Quarterly Finance Council meeting.
1. March 29th - last DDF Sunday. 
1. March 29th - Palm Sunday.
1. April 5th - Easter Sunday.
1. April 15th the Tax Man Cometh. Taxes are due.
APRIL LADIES’ GUILD:
There will be no April Women’s Luncheon. 
Kathy is having surgery and Marlene is out of town. Depending on Kathy’s recovery, we will determine the feasibility of May’s luncheon. We’re sorry we won’t be meeting for April. Take a friend to lunch!
GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 
March 22, 2026 - 5th Sunday of Lent - John 11:1-45 
A friend of mine wrote an imaginative reflection on the raising of Lazarus that caught me off guard. She proposed that when Jesus called Lazarus from the tomb, the man was not joyful but angry and annoyed. After so much suffering, maybe death felt like a release. He had finally escaped the pain. And then, suddenly, Jesus’ voice cuts through the silence: “Lazarus, come out!” (John 11:43) The light stings his eyes. The pain returns. And now he is dragged back into a world that had broken him.
It startled me at first, but the more I sat with it, the more it made sense. Sometimes, people do not want to be raised. Not at first. Think of those in the grip of addiction, despair, or numbness. The tomb can feel safer than the risk of living again. Yet Jesus, moved by the grief and faith of others (Martha, Mary, the community) calls the dead man out. Lazarus obeys. But he is still bound, head to foot. Jesus says to the bystanders, “Untie him and let him go” (John 11:44).
That is often how healing happens: slowly, reluctantly. Not just by a personal decision, but through the love and persistence of others. Resurrection is not always euphoric. It may begin in protest and confusion and only later turn to gratitude and freedom. But Christ’s voice breaks through, anyway.
Lenten challenge: Who in your life needs to be called back to life? Pray for them. If that person is you, listen for the voice. It is calling even now. - Father John Muir
Mass Readings:
First Reading: Ezekiel 37:12-14
God will open the graves and restore the people of Israel.
Responsorial Psalm: - Psalm 130:1-8
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.
Second Reading: - Romans 8:8-11
The Spirit of God dwells in you.
Gospel Reading: - John 11:1-45 (shorter version John 11:3-7,17,20-27,33b-45)
Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead.
Source – Loyola Press
FINANCIAL SECTION:
April HAS 4 SUNDAYS FOR THOSE THAT GIVE MONTHLY.
Please make all checks payable to “Christ of the Desert” not Sacred Heart. 
Total monies collected to date: $169,072 or 102.4% of annual budget. Collection on Sunday March 15th was $1,562.
*Monies collected each week reflect the Friday & Sunday Mass plus rental income from offices in the Courtyard, Weddings & Funerals.
This information is important for our community to understand where we are financially throughout the year.
·        Our Monthly expenses are budgeted at $13,750 per month or $41,250 per quarter. $165,000 annually.
Thanks for your continued generosity.
See instructions at end of Bulletin for ways to continue giving via your bank on-line service, there is likely a “setting” that will say “Autopay” or some other “Bill Pay” service.     
SUPPORT OUR PARISHIONERS WHO HAVE SMALL BUSINESSES SECTION:
 If anyone wants to advertise their business in our Bulletin, send me your information.
Call Crys Mueller at 760 989 8732 if you are thinking about selling your house or condo?  I have been with BD Homes for the past 18 years.
John Maldonado is a Mortgage Loan Originator with First West Financial, Corp & a member of Christ of the Desert congregation.  
"Your Home Loan Made Simple" We help you buy your dream home by simplifying the mortgage financing process with personalized loan options that save you time and money. If you need assistance with any type of loan, I am here to help. For every loan that closes, I will make a donation to Christ of the Desert.
Contact: John A. Maldonado at jam@firstwestfinancial.com or call 760 636-8266. Mortgage Loan Originator, NMLS #1995783,WWW.firstwestfinancial.com

JoAnne Thompson is a Notary Public, and also a Notary Signing Agent, which means I can assist with Real Estate transactions. My business is Impress Mobile Notary. My number is 760-799-7858 or email me at impmobilenotary@aol.com. Please call me for all your Notary needs. 

 Enedina Sutton, a Distributor of Nature Sunshine Products and a long-time parishioner. Has Herbal Supplements, all kinds of Vitamins, ointments, essential Oils, disinfectant products and much more. I do the business from home. I can be reached at 760-345-3754. I live in Sun City Palm Desert community.
CARPET EMPIRE FLOORING DESIGN CENTER: Call Mike Tomlinson at 760-485 2058 (direct) or the Store at 760-324-9797 Ext. 107 for all your flooring needs. You walk on Carpet Empire’s carpet each time you enter the Chapel.
SUNTECH CONSULTING & ROOFING, INC: Call Bill Fitzgerald at 760 275 4749 for all your roofing needs. SUNTECH provides roofing protection for Christ of the Desert.
 Pope’s monthly intentions for 2026:
MARCH: For disarmament and peace: Let us pray that nations move toward effective disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament, and that world leaders choose the path of dialogue and diplomacy instead of violence.
The Christ of the Desert “Bulletin” now appears on www.sacredheartpalmdesert.com website. Open the site and click on “church”, look down on the bottom left for Christ of the Desert. Open this site for the “bulletin” and other information about our community.
 CELEBRATION SECTION:
There will be an information providing sheet on the table near the Chapel exit/entrance area.
You can always email the information to me as well. 
You can sign up for any month NOW. I will keep a record of your special month and enter it when that month arrives.
WHO HAS A DATE IN MARCH & YOU WANT ME TO ADD TO THE NOTICES BELOW?
DISCLAIMER: If information below is incorrect, please let me know and I will correct the error.
 
2026
MARCH BIRTHDAY SECTION:
Michael Guerro has a birthday on March 1st.
Tiara McCoy has a birthday on March 8th.
Saint Patrick has a birthday on March 17th, born in 492.
Bonnie Morrisroe has a birthday on March 18th.
Bob Ruehl has a birthday on Maech 23rd.
Mary Ann Xavier has a birthday on March 25th
Helene Shaunty has a birthday on March 26th.
Elizabeth Tapia has a birthday on March 29th.

MARCH BIRTHDAYS IN HEAVEN:
Joe Lehane – March 1st, Husband of Lynn Lehane.
Daniel Pepper – March 7, 1934, Husband of JoAnn Pepper.
Larry Kunstler – March 11th. 
Father Marlin Connole - March 28th.

MARCH HAPPY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY SECTION:
George & Betty Shultz – March 20th. 55th anniversary this year!!!
Jim Grand & Stephen Spurgen – March 21st.
Jim & Anne Tufo – March 25th.
Please provide Month, Date & Year

MARCH REMEMBRANCE SECTION: “May their souls rest in peace”, Amen
Joan Warner, twin sister of Jean LaBaugh, passed away on March 4th.
Dottie DeWeese, mother of Paulette Quaid, passed away on March 12th, 2011.
Corrine Schulte passed away on March 16th, 2026.
Steve Lester’s wife, Noralyn, passed away on March 22nd, 1988.

Please provide Month, Date & Year & Relationship to family member being remembered.
“Who would you like to pray” for section:
Please send me your new updated petitions which will appear in green.
Many of you pray for special intentions at Sunday Mass. Please send me those intentions so the entire Parish can pray to the LORD with you.
Please pray for Corrine Schulte for the repose of her soul. May she rest in Peace. Amen. Nadine Black and Wally Curtice
I ask for continued prayers for our long-time parishioner Edna Holman. Prayers needed for better health.  Love you my precious friend. Jessie Schumaker
Please pray for my daughter, Lisa Gruebel, who has been diagnosed with lung cancer, Suzanne Cummings.
Please pray for my friends Joe, Jack, Ted & Gene. Roxanne Reed
THIS WE PRAY TO THE LORD!!!
 Christ of the Desert office hours: 760-346-0089
Office hours are from 9:30 to 1:30 Monday- Friday. Please call first to be sure Cindy is available. When Cindy is in the office, the office door is locked. Please ring the doorbell “to get her attention”.
 ON GOING MESSAGE SECTION:
Please continue to consider supporting our community with the following options:
Mail your weekly or monthly offering to Christ of the Desert. All our regular mail goes to Sacred Heart so you would need to use that address. Make checks payable to Christ of the Desert.
CHRIST OF THE DESERT c/o.
SACRED HEART CHURCH 
43-775 DEEP CANYON ROAD, PALM DESERT, CA 92260.
OR
Go to your bank on-line service, there is likely a “setting” that will say “Autopay” or some other “Bill Pay” service. You can set up an automatic payment directly from there. If you have any trouble doing this or don’t have a computer, just call your bank and they can help you.
Please make sure that you tell the bank to make the check payable to Christ of the Desert but send the check to Sacred Heart’s address: 43775 Deep Canyon Rd.  Palm Desert, CA  92260


Jay Mueller

Stay Healthy! Do good work! Keep in touch!!!!

SHC & COD Finance Council Member
SHC & COD Parish Council Member
COD Remembrance Walk Coordinator
SHC Remembrance Square Coordinator
SHC East Valley Outreach Program Coordinator
CELL NUMBER: 760-777-3745


