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Welcome to  the  new ye ar,  ever yone !  We  hope  you  a l l  had
a  res tfu l  and  we l l -deser ved  b re ak .  As  we  jump b ack  in to
the  r hy thm o f  the  schoo l  ye a r,  we  want  to  t ake  a  moment

to  recogn ize  the  i nc red ib le  wor k  e ach  o f  you  i s  do ing .
Th is  s t re tch  o f  the  ye ar  c an  be  busy  and  demand ing ,  bu t
i t ’s  a l so  f i l l ed  w i th  oppor tun i t i es  fo r  g rowth ,  connec t ion ,
and  me an ingfu l  mus ic a l  moments  w i th  ou r  s tuden ts .  We

hope  you ’re  he ad ing  in to  i t  w i th  renewed  joy,  energy,  and
p ass ion .

Many  o f  us  a re  j ugg l i ng  a  l o t  r i gh t  now—t ak ing
s tuden ts  to  annua l  honor  cho i r s  and  honor  b and ,
a t tend ing  confe rences ,  suppor t i ng  per fo r mances ,
p lay ing  pep  b and  fo r  b aske tb a l l  games ,  p rep ar ing

ensemb les  fo r  d i s t r i c t  fes t i va l s ,  o r  s imp l y  manag ing
the  day- to-day  momentum o f  c l asses  and  rehe arsa l s .
Whether  you ’re  l e ad ing  a  concer t  b and ,  cho i r,  gu i t a r

c lass ,  j azz  b and ,  o r  te ach ing  tha t  fun  and
cha l l eng ing  new game song  to  your  3 rd  g raders ,

your  ded ic a t ion  to  showing  up  fo r  your  s tuden ts  i n
so  many  ways  does  no t  go  unno t iced .  The  imp ac t
you ’re  mak ing  re aches  fa r  beyond  the  rehe arsa l

room.

Through  a l l  t he  c raz iness  o f  the  schoo l  ye a r,  l e t ’s
con t inue  to  focus  on  c re a t ing  en r ich ing ,  suppor t i ve
env i ronments  where  our  s tuden ts  c an  succeed ,  fee l
va lued ,  and  f i nd  joy  i n  mus ic—no  mat te r  the  se t t i ng .
Win te r  c an  be  a  cha l l eng ing  se ason  fo r  many  o f  us ,

bu t  remember  tha t  the  days  a re  s low l y  ge t t i ng
longer,  b r igh te r  moments  a re  ahe ad ,  and  the  wor k  we

do  con t inues  to  b r ing  l i gh t  to  ou r  schoo ls  and
commun i t i es .  Keep  t ak ing  c a re  o f  yourse l ves  and

e ach  o the r—we’re  i n  th i s  toge ther.

Welcome back and 
cheers to a New Year! 



A m i e  B re c h e i s e n  te a c h e s  b a n d  a n d  c h o i r  a t  Ta ft  7 – 1 2  i n
L i n c o l n  C i t y,  w h e re  s h e  l e a d s  a  w i d e - ra n g i n g  a n d
d e m a n d i n g  m u s i c  p ro g ra m  t h a t  s e r ve s  b o t h  m i d d l e
s c h o o l  a n d  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n ts .  H e r  d ay  i n c l u d e s  f i ve
b a n d s — 6 t h  g ra d e  b e g i n n i n g  b a n d  ( b ra s s  a n d
p e rc u s s i o n ) ,  7 t h  g ra d e  b a n d ,  c o n c e r t  b a n d ,  sy m p h o n i c
b a n d ,  a n d  j a z z  b a n d — a s  we l l  a s  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  a n d  h i g h
s c h o o l  c h o i r.  M o s t  e n s e m b l e s  m e e t  eve r y  o t h e r  d ay  o n  a
b l o c k  s c h e d u l e ,  w h i l e  6 t h  g ra d e r s  s t a r t  t h e i r  m o r n i n g s
w i t h  m u s i c  eve r y  d ay.  T h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e  p ro g ra m  re f l e c ts
b o t h  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  a n d  A m i e ’s  c o m m i t m e n t  to
g i v i n g  s t u d e n ts  c o n s i s te n t ,  m e a n i n g f u l  m u s i c a l
ex p e r i e n c e s  a c ro s s  m u l t i p l e  g ra d e  l eve l s .

A m i e  i s  a n  O re g o n - g row n  m u s i c  e d u c a to r.  S h e  a t te n d e d
N o r t h  B e n d  H i g h  S c h o o l ,  w h e re  s h e  s t u d i e d  u n d e r  A m b e r
Ye s te r,  b e fo re  e a r n i n g  h e r  b a c h e l o r ’s  d e g re e  i n  M u s i c
E d u c a t i o n  f ro m  t h e  U n i ve r s i t y  o f  O re g o n .  T h o s e
ex p e r i e n c e s  s h a p e d  h e r  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  p owe r  o f  s t ro n g
m e n to r s h i p  a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  a c c e s s  to  m u s i c
e d u c a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  fo r  s t u d e n ts  i n  s m a l l e r  o r  m o re
i s o l a te d  c o m m u n i t i e s .

O n e  o f  t h e  b i g g e s t  c h a l l e n g e s  A m i e  s e e s  i n  s m a l l - s c h o o l
m u s i c  e d u c a t i o n  i s  l a c k  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y.  M a ny  s t u d e n ts
a re  u n a w a re  o f  t h e  va s t  wo r l d  o f  m u s i c  b eyo n d  t h e i r
i m m e d i a te  s u r ro u n d i n g s ,  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  o f  g e o g ra p h i c
i s o l a t i o n .  A m i e  wo r k s  i n te n t i o n a l l y  to  b r i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
to  h e r  s t u d e n ts  o n  t h e  c o a s t ,  w h i l e  a l s o  re c o g n i z i n g  t h a t
r u ra l  s t u d e n ts  fa c e  u n i q u e  b a r r i e r s  to  m u s i c  m a k i n g .  B y
m e e t i n g  s t u d e n ts  a t  t h e i r  c u r re n t  s k i l l  l eve l  a n d  c l e a r l y
s h ow i n g  t h e m  a  p a t h  tow a rd  exc e l l e n c e ,  s h e  h a s  fo u n d
t h a t  s t u d e n ts  r i s e  to  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  w h e n  t h ey  fe e l
s u p p o r te d ,  c a p a b l e ,  a n d  s e e n .

L i ke  m a ny  s m a l l - s c h o o l  m u s i c  e d u c a to r s ,  A m i e  we a r s
m a ny  h a ts .  W h i l e  s h e  f i n d s  g re a t  j oy  i n  w a tc h i n g
s t u d e n ts  d eve l o p  g e n u i n e  p a s s i o n — e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  t h ey
c h o o s e  to  l e a r n  m u s i c  o u ts i d e  o f  c l a s s  j u s t  b e c a u s e  t h ey
w a n t  to — t h e  wo r k l o a d  c a n  b e  i n te n s e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  to
te a c h i n g  b o t h  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  a n d  h i g h  s c h o o l  b a n d  a n d
c h o i r,  s h e  p l a n s  fe s t i va l s ,  m a n a g e s  a n d  re p a i r s
i n s t r u m e n ts  d u e  to  l i m i te d  re p a i r  b u d g e ts ,  ove r s e e s
e q u i p m e n t  fo r  m u l t i p l e  p ro g ra m s ,  a n d  a c c o m p a n i e s  c h o i r
re h e a r s a l s .  I n  s m a l l  s c h o o l s ,  s h e  n o te s ,  yo u  a re  o fte n
ex p e c te d  to  b e  t h e  m u s i c  te a c h e r,  n o t  j u s t  o n e  m e m b e r
o f  a  l a rg e r  d e p a r t m e n t .

M u s i c  a t  Ta ft  p l ay s  a  p owe r f u l  ro l e  i n  s t re n g t h e n i n g  t h e
s m a l l - tow n  c o m m u n i t y.  C o n c e r ts  b e c o m e  m e a n i n g f u l
we e k n i g h t  g a t h e r i n g s ,  p e p  b a n d  e n e rg i ze s  a t h l e t i c
eve n ts ,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  re g u l a r l y  s h a re  s to r i e s
o f  h e a r i n g  s t u d e n ts  p ra c t i c e  a t  h o m e  o r  p e r fo r m  o u ts i d e
o f  s c h o o l - s p o n s o re d  eve n ts .  Fo r  A m i e ,  s e e i n g  s t u d e n ts
t a ke  m u s i c  b eyo n d  t h e  c l a s s ro o m  a n d  s h a re  i t  w i t h  t h e i r
c o m m u n i t y  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  rew a rd i n g  p a r ts  o f  t h e  j o b
— m u s i c  b e c o m e s  s o m e t h i n g  l i ve d ,  n o t  j u s t  t a u g h t .
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AMIE  BRECHE ISEN  CONT .

L o o k i n g  a h e a d ,  A m i e  h o p e s  t h a t  i n  f i ve  ye a r s  t h e  p ro g ra m  w i l l  h ave  g row n  to  i n c l u d e  f u l l
i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  a c ro s s  a l l  e n s e m b l e s  a n d  e n o u g h  h i g h  s c h o o l  c h o i r  s t u d e n ts  to  s i n g  c o n f i d e n t l y  i n
fo u r  p a r ts .  D u e  to  p a s t  s t a ff  t u r n ove r,  t h e re  a re  g a p s  i n  m u s i c a l  k n ow l e d g e  a m o n g  d i ffe re n t  a g e
g ro u p s ,  a n d  o n e  o f  h e r  l o n g - te r m  g o a l s  i s  to  ve r t i c a l l y  a l i g n  t h e  p ro g ra m  w i t h  c l e a r  ex p e c t a t i o n s
a n d  g o a l s  a t  e a c h  l eve l .  W h i l e  yo u n g e r  s t u d e n ts  a re  c u r re n t l y  o n  t ra c k ,  c l o s i n g  t h o s e  g a p s  fo r  o l d e r
s t u d e n ts  re m a i n s  a  key  fo c u s .

A m i e ’s  te a c h i n g  s t y l e  i s  b e s t  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a  b a l a n c e  o f  h i g h  s t a n d a rd s  a n d  a p p ro a c h a b i l i t y.
S t u d e n ts  m i g h t  c a l l  h e r  p a s s i o n a te  o r  a  p e r fe c t i o n i s t ,  a n d  o n  s o m e  d ay s ,  d e c i d e d l y  g o o f y.  S h e
h o l d s  s t u d e n ts  to  a  h i g h  l eve l  o f  m u s i c a l  exc e l l e n c e  w h i l e  s t i l l  m a k i n g  ro o m  fo r  h u m o r — ye s ,
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  t u b a  fa r t  j o ke — b e c a u s e  j oy  a n d  r i g o r  c a n  ex i s t  s i d e  by  s i d e .

O u ts i d e  t h e  c l a s s ro o m ,  A m i e  c o n t i n u e s  to  m a ke  m u s i c ,  b u t  s h e  a l s o  s p e n d s  a  g re a t  d e a l  o f  t i m e
r u n n i n g .  S h e  h a s  c o m p l e te d  t wo  m a ra t h o n s  i n  t h e  p a s t  t wo  ye a r s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  n u m e ro u s  h a l f
m a ra t h o n s ,  a n d  e n j oy s  a r ts  a n d  c ra fts  a s  a  c re a t i ve  o u t l e t  b eyo n d  m u s i c .

O n e  o f  A m i e ’s  m o s t  m e a n i n g f u l  s u c c e s s  s to r i e s  c o m e s  f ro m  h e r  ve r y  f i r s t  ye a r  o f  te a c h i n g  a t  a  1 A
T i t l e  I  s c h o o l  i n  a  re m o te  a re a .  O n  h e r  f i r s t  d ay  w i t h  a  c o m b i n e d  7 t h – 1 2 t h  g ra d e  b a n d ,  a  s t u d e n t
a s ke d  w h a t  a  B♭  m a j o r  s c a l e  w a s .  T h e  d ay  w a s  d i ff i c u l t — s t u d e n ts  c r i e d ,  c o m p l a i n e d ,  a n d  o p e n l y
c o m p a re d  h e r  to  t h e i r  fo r m e r  te a c h e r.  I n s te a d  o f  l owe r i n g  ex p e c t a t i o n s ,  A m i e  we n t  b a c k  to  t h e
b a s i c s  a n d  wo r ke d  t i re l e s s l y  to  e a r n  t h e i r  t r u s t .  S h e  p ra c t i c e d  a l o n g s i d e  s t u d e n ts  d u r i n g  l u n c h ,
b u i l t  re l a t i o n s h i p s ,  a n d  m a d e  i t  c l e a r  t h a t  t h ey  we re  j u s t  a s  c a p a b l e  a n d  wo r t hy  a s  a ny  o t h e r
m u s i c i a n s .  S h e  n eve r  to l d  t h e m  t h a t  s u c c e s s  wo u l d  b e  h a rd e r  b e c a u s e  o f  l i m i te d  re s o u rc e s ,  s o  t h ey
n eve r  b e l i eve d  i t  w a s .  T h a t  ye a r,  t h e  p ro g ra m  s t a r te d  a  fo o t b a l l  p e p  b a n d ,  s e n t  t wo  s t u d e n ts  to
W I B C ,  p e r fo r m e d  s c h o o l - w i d e  h o l i d ay  c a ro l i n g ,  a t te n d e d  t h e i r  f i r s t- eve r  fe s t i va l  a n d  e a r n e d  s t a te -
q u a l i f y i n g  s c o re s ,  l e a r n e d  a  9 0 - m i n u te  f u n k  a n d  S t a r  Wa r s  s e t ,  a n d  ra i s e d  $ 2 ,0 0 0  fo r  t h e  p ro g ra m .
T h a t  ex p e r i e n c e  c e m e n te d  A m i e ’s  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  p owe r  o f  m e e t i n g  s t u d e n ts  w h e re  t h ey  a re  a n d  n eve r
d o u b t i n g  t h e i r  p o te n t i a l  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s i ze  o f  t h e i r  s c h o o l .

W h i l e  A m i e  i s  q u i c k  to  s ay  s h e  i s  n o t  a n  ex p e r t ,  t h e  a d v i c e  s h e  o ffe r s  to  e d u c a to r s  te a c h i n g  m u s i c
i n  s m a l l  s c h o o l s  i s  s i m p l e  a n d  h a rd - e a r n e d :  m e e t  s t u d e n ts  w h e re  t h ey  a re ,  d o  n o t  p u t  l i m i ts  o n
t h e m ,  a n d  h o l d  t h e m  to  h i g h  s t a n d a rd s .
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D ave  We s to n  te a c h e s  i n  t h e  B a n d o n  S c h o o l
D i s t r i c t  i n  B a n d o n ,  O re g o n ,  w h e re  h i s  d ay
s t a r ts  e a r l y  w i t h  j a z z  b a n d  a t  7: 3 0  a . m .  a n d
c o n t i n u e s  w i t h  h i g h  s c h o o l  c h o i r,  7 t h / 8 t h
g ra d e  b a n d ,  h i g h  s c h o o l  b a n d ,  a n d  6 t h  a n d
5 t h  g ra d e  b a n d .  D e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  s e a s o n ,
eve n i n g s  c a n  i n c l u d e  p e p  b a n d  a t  b a s ke t b a l l
g a m e s ,  a n d  i n  t h e  fa l l ,  fo o t b a l l  g a m e s  a s
we l l .

D ave’s  p a t h  i n to  e d u c a t i o n  w a s n’ t  t r a d i t i o n a l .
H e  b e g a n  a s  a  yo u t h  p a s to r  i n  e a s te r n
O re g o n  a n d  s t a r te d  s u b s t i t u te  te a c h i n g
b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  few  p e o p l e  i n  t h e
a re a  w i t h  a  b a c h e l o r ’s  d e g re e .  A fte r  m ov i n g
to  B a n d o n  to  p a s to r  a  c h u rc h ,  h e  c o n t i n u e d
s u b b i n g  d u r i n g  a  t i m e  w h e n  te a c h i n g
re q u i re m e n ts  we re  b e c o m i n g  m o re
d e m a n d i n g .  T h a t  p u s h  l e d  h i m  b a c k  to  s c h o o l
fo r  h i s  M a s te r ’s  d e g re e  i n  E l e m e n t a r y
E d u c a t i o n .  H i s  m ove  i n to  m u s i c  h a p p e n e d
a fte r  t a k i n g  a  l o n g - te r m  s u b  j o b  fo r  t h e  b a n d
te a c h e r,  w h e re  h e  re a l i ze d  h e  l ove d  te a c h i n g
m u s i c  eve n  m o re  t h a n  t h e  re g u l a r  c l a s s ro o m .
W i t h  ye a r s  o f  m u s i c a l  b a c kg ro u n d ,  i n c l u d i n g
2 0  ye a r s  o f  p i a n o  l e s s o n s ,  h e  e a r n e d  h i s
e n d o r s e m e n ts  a n d  s ay s  t h a t  o n c e  t h e  o ff i c i a l
e d u c a t i o n  e n d e d ,  t h e  “ re a l  e d u c a t i o n”  b e g a n .

I n  a  s m a l l - s c h o o l  s e t t i n g ,  D ave  h a s  l e a r n e d
f l ex i b i l i t y  i s  eve r y t h i n g .  H i s  s t u d e n ts  a re
i nvo l ve d  i n  n e a r l y  eve r y  a c t i v i t y — s p o r ts ,
c l u b s ,  a n d  m o re — w h i l e  s t i l l  c o m m i t t i n g  to
b a n d .  D u r i n g  b a s ke t b a l l  s e a s o n ,  h e  m ay  o n l y
h ave  h a l f  o f  h i s  h i g h  s c h o o l  b a n d  p re s e n t ,  s o
h e  c o n s t a n t l y  a d a p ts  to  ke e p  eve r yo n e
p ro g re s s i n g .  H e  s u p p o r ts  s t u d e n ts  a s
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  w h i l e  a l s o  b a l a n c i n g  t h a t  s u p p o r t
w i t h  “ to u g h  l ove”  a n d  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y.

W h a t  D ave  e n j oy s  m o s t  i s  wo r k i n g  w i t h
s t u d e n ts  a n d  s e e i n g  t h e m  g row.  H e  l ove s  t h e
m o m e n t  w h e n  s o m e t h i n g  c l i c k s ,  t h e  p r i d e
s t u d e n ts  fe e l  w h e n  t h ey  i m p rove ,  a n d  t h e
p ro c e s s  o f  t u r n i n g  a  g ro u p  o f  d i ffe re n t
p e r s o n a l i t i e s  i n to  o n e  s t ro n g  m u s i c a l  te a m .

L i ke  m a ny  s m a l l  p ro g ra m s ,  c h a l l e n g e s
i n c l u d e  s c h e d u l i n g  c o n f l i c ts  a n d  l i m i te d
f u n d i n g .  Re p a i r s  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  c o s ts  a d d  u p
q u i c k l y,  s o  D ave  h a s  l e a r n e d  to  h a n d l e  m a ny
i n s t r u m e n t  re p a i r s  h i m s e l f  a n d  h a s  b e c o m e
ex p e r i e n c e d  a t  w r i t i n g  g ra n ts  to  ke e p  t h e
p ro g ra m  m ov i n g  fo r w a rd .

TEACHER  SPOTL IGHT
DAVE  WESTON



DAVE  WESTON CONT .
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  rew a rd i n g  p a r ts  o f  te a c h i n g  i n  a  s m a l l  s c h o o l  i s  t h e  re l a t i o n s h i p s .  D ave
k n ow s  a l m o s t  eve r y  s t u d e n t  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  a n d  m a ny  k i d s  fe e l  c o n n e c te d  to  h i m  a n d  t h e
p ro g ra m — eve n  i f  t h ey ’ ve  n eve r  b e e n  i n  b a n d  o r  c h o i r.  H e  b e l i eve s  m u s i c  s t re n g t h e n s  s m a l l -
tow n  c o m m u n i t i e s  b e c a u s e  m u s i c  i s  c u l t u re  a n d  b r i n g s  p e o p l e  to g e t h e r.  T h a t  c o m m u n i t y
s u p p o r t  g row s  w h e n  t h e  p ro g ra m  s t ay s  v i s i b l e  t h ro u g h  p e r fo r m a n c e s  a n d  p u b l i c  i nvo l ve m e n t .

D ave  h o p e s  to  ke e p  b u i l d i n g  a  s t ro n g  m u s i c  c u l t u re  i n  B a n d o n  a n d  wo u l d  l ove  to  s e e  t h e
c h o i r  p ro g ra m  g row  to  m a tc h  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  b a n d  p ro g ra m .  W h e n  a s ke d  h ow  s t u d e n ts
wo u l d  d e s c r i b e  h i m ,  t h ey  s a i d :  h i g h  s c h o o l  c h o i r — e c l e c t i c ;  h i g h  s c h o o l  b a n d — e n l i g h te n i n g
a n d  s a rc a s t i c ;  a n d  m i d d l e  s c h o o l — u n p re d i c t a b l e .

O u ts i d e  t h e  c l a s s ro o m ,  D ave  i s  j u s t  a s  e n e rg e t i c  a n d  p ro j e c t- d r i ve n .  H e  j o ke s  t h a t  h i s  w i fe
b e l i eve s  h e  h a s  u n d i a g n o s e d  A D H D,  b e c a u s e  h e  h a s  a  b a r n ,  p u m p  h o u s e ,  a n d  g a ra g e  f u l l  o f
o n g o i n g  p ro j e c ts .  H i s  i n te re s ts  ra n g e  w i d e l y,  f ro m  t u n a  f i s h i n g  o ff  t h e  O re g o n  c o a s t  to
b u i l d i n g  t ra i l e r s ,  a n d  h e’s  t h e  k i n d  o f  p e r s o n  w h o  a l w ay s  n e e d s  s o m e t h i n g  to  wo r k  o n ,  o r
e l s e  h e  m i g h t  d r i ve  s o m e o n e  ( m o s t  l i ke l y  h i s  w i fe )  a  l i t t l e  c ra z y.

O n e  o f  D ave’s  p ro u d e s t  s u c c e s s  s to r i e s  c o m e s  f ro m  l a s t  ye a r,  w h e n  eve r y  s i n g l e  s e n i o r  w h o
a p p l i e d  fo r  a  c o l l e g e  m u s i c  s c h o l a r s h i p  re c e i ve d  o n e — eve n  t h o u g h  n o n e  o f  t h e m  we re  m u s i c
m a j o r s .  T h a t  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  s t i l l  m a ke s  h i m  s m i l e ,  b e c a u s e  i t  p rove s  t h o s e  s t u d e n ts  va l u e d
m u s i c  e n o u g h  to  c o n t i n u e  w i t h  i t  w h e n  t h ey  d i d n’ t  h ave  to .

I f  D ave  c o u l d  l e ave  s m a l l - tow n  m u s i c  e d u c a to r s  w i t h  o n e  s t ra te g y,  i t  wo u l d  b e  s i m p l e :  a s k .
C o m m u n i t y  o rg a n i z a t i o n s  l i ke  t h e  E l k s ,  M a s o n s ,  Ro t a r y,  a n d  V F W  a re  o fte n  e a g e r  to  s u p p o r t
k i d s  a n d  m u s i c  p ro g ra m s ,  a n d  t h ey  w a n t  to  i nve s t  i n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  m a t te r.  D ave  b e l i eve s
t h a t  i f  s t u d e n ts  a re  w i l l i n g  to  g o  i n  a n d  s h a re  w h a t  t h ey ’ re  d o i n g ,  c o m m u n i t i e s  w i l l  o fte n
ra l l y  b e h i n d  t h e m  i n  p owe r f u l  w ay s .

A n d  i n  t h e  e n d ,  D ave  re m i n d s  u s  o f  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  m a t te r s  eve n  m o re  t h a n  m u s i c  i t s e l f :
s o m e t i m e s  i t  i s n ’ t  a b o u t  t h e  n o te s  yo u ’ re  te a c h i n g — i t ’s  a b o u t  t h e  k i d  b e h i n d  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t .
I f  yo u  re a c h  t h e  k i d  b e h i n d  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  yo u  c re a te  a  s i n g e r  o r  p l aye r  fo r  l i fe .



O r e g o n  M u s i c  E d u c a t i o n  H i l l  D a y :

S h ow i n g  U p  fo r  O u r  S t u d e n ts
O re g o n  M u s i c  E d u c a t i o n  H i l l  D ay  i s  a  c h a n c e  fo r  m u s i c  e d u c a to r s  a n d
s u p p o r te r s  f ro m  a c ro s s  t h e  s t a te  to  g a t h e r  a t  t h e  C a p i to l  a n d  a d vo c a te  fo r
s t ro n g ,  s u s t a i n a b l e  m u s i c  p ro g ra m s  i n  o u r  s c h o o l s .  I t ’s  a  d ay  b u i l t  a ro u n d
p o s i t i ve ,  p ro fe s s i o n a l  c o nve r s a t i o n s  w i t h  l e g i s l a to r s — s h a r i n g  t h e  i m p a c t  m u s i c
h a s  o n  s t u d e n ts  a n d  h e l p i n g  d e c i s i o n - m a ke r s  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  o u r  p ro g ra m s
n e e d  to  t h r i ve .

H i l l  D ay  m a t te r s  b e c a u s e  m u s i c  e d u c a t i o n  d o e s n’ t  j u s t  c re a te  b e t te r  m u s i c i a n s
— i t  b u i l d s  c o n f i d e n c e ,  d i s c i p l i n e ,  te a m wo r k ,  a n d  b e l o n g i n g .  I t  s t re n g t h e n s
s c h o o l  c u l t u re  a n d  b r i n g s  c o m m u n i t i e s  to g e t h e r  t h ro u g h  c o n c e r ts ,  p e p  b a n d s ,
fe s t i va l s ,  a n d  t h e  eve r yd ay  m o m e n ts  t h a t  s h a p e  s t u d e n ts  fo r  l i fe .

T h i s  eve n t  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  fo r  s m a l l  s c h o o l s  a n d  r u ra l  d i s t r i c ts .  M a ny  o f
O re g o n’s  m u s i c  p ro g ra m s  a re  l e d  by  o n e  te a c h e r  d o i n g  i t  a l l ,  o fte n  w i t h  l i m i te d
re s o u rc e s  a n d  fewe r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  d u e  to  t r ave l  c o s ts ,  s c h e d u l i n g  c h a l l e n g e s ,
a n d  s t a ff i n g  c o n s t ra i n ts .  W h e n  s m a l l  s c h o o l s  s h ow  u p ,  i t  e n s u re s  l a w m a ke r s
h e a r  t h e  f u l l  s to r y  o f  m u s i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  O re g o n — n o t  j u s t  f ro m  t h e  l a rg e s t
d i s t r i c ts .

I f  yo u ’ ve  eve r  fe l t  l i ke  yo u r  p ro g ra m  i s  ove r l o o ke d  o r  “o u t  o f  t h e  w ay,”  H i l l  D ay
i s  t h e  p e r fe c t  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  c h a n g e  t h a t .  M o re  s m a l l - s c h o o l  re p re s e n t a t i o n
m e a n s  a  s t ro n g e r  vo i c e  fo r  eve r y  s t u d e n t ,  i n  eve r y  z i p  c o d e .  We’d  l ove  to  s e e
yo u  t h e re .

WANT  TO COME  TO H I L L  DAY
THIS  YEAR?

H I L L  DAY  T H I S  Y E A R
I S  F E B R UA RY  1 9 T H !



C L I C K  O N  T H E  I G LO O
TO  AC C E S S  T H E
G O O G L E  D R I V E !

CHECK  OUT  THE  NEW GOOGLE
DR IVE  FOR  SMAL L  SCHOOLS !

This drive is a work in progress and is
designed specifically for educators in
small schools like yourselves. Our goal is
to create a shared space where we can
easily access and contribute valuable
teaching resources throughout the busy
school year.

We’ve organized the drive into labeled
folders by topic to help keep everything
clear and easy to find. Many of these
folders are still empty, so if you have
resources you'd like to share, please reach
out to Melissa Jmaeff or Sam Ellibee so we
can get them uploaded.

Our vision is to grow this drive into a
powerful tool that supports collaboration
and resource-sharing among small school
educators. 

Thank you for being part of this initiative
and for helping us build something truly
useful for our community!

— The Small Schools Task Force

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1U9VgvIWqSrKZC51-x6wpzP1m-F3msiBU


WE MISSED  YOU AT  CONFERENCE !
HERE  WERE  SOME  OF  THE  AWESOME
HIGHTL IGHTS  WE  CAPTURED IN  THE
SMALL  SCHOOLS  EVENTS !  

F LEX  BAND S IGHT  READING SESS ION LED  BY  PAT  D IXON!



BAS IC  WOODWIND TECHNIQUE  SESS ION

P resente rs :  Sam E l l i bee  (Oboe) ,
Ka ra l yn  So f fe r  ( Teno r  Sax) ,  Me l i s sa

Jmaef f  ( F lu te) ,  Lau ra  A r thu r
(C la r i net ) ,  and  Je f f  So f fe r  (A l to  Sax) .

STACY  ATWEL L-KE ISER ’S :  T EACHING
HARMONY TO BEG INNING S INGERS

SESS ION!

SMALL  SCHOOL ’S  SOCIAL  AT  6  STREET  BAR  AND GR I L L !T H



CHECK  OUT  THESE  L INKS ! !

FAL L  2025 OREGON MUSIC  EDUCATOR
JOURNAL

“WHEN OUR JOB  REQUIRES  US  TO BE
EVERYTHING TO EVERYONE ,  SOMET IMES
INVEST ING DEEP LY  IN  JUST  ONE  TH ING
CAN HELP  A L L  OF  THOSE  OTHER  TH INGS
FAL L  IN  L INE–  OR  AT  L EAST  IN
PERSPECT IVE . "  MEL ISSA  JMAEFF  EXP LORES
THE  IDEA  OF  FOCUSING ON ONE  P I ECE  OF
THE  PUZZLE  AT  A  T IME  IN  THE  LATEST
ISSUE  OF  THE  OREGON MUSIC  EDUCATOR .

NAFME ’S  SMAL L  SCHOOLS  IN I T IAT IVE

NAFME ’S  SMAL L  SCHOOLS  IN I T IAT IVE  WAS
STARTED  BY  TOM MULLER ,  IMMEDIATE
PAST  PRES IDENT  OF  NAFME ’S  NORTHWEST
DIV IS ION .  START ING I TS  WORK IN
FEBRUARY  2023 ,  THE  TASK  FORCE
IDENT IF I ES  KEY  ISSUES  AND EFFECT IVE
STRATEG IES  FOR  NETWORKING ,
COMMUNITY  BU I LD ING ,  PROFESS IONAL
LEARNING ,  ADVOCACY ,  AND RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT  TO SUPPORT  MUSIC
EDUCATORS  IN  SMAL L  SCHOOLS
THROUGHOUT  THE  UNITED  STATES ,
PR IMAR I LY  BUT  NOT  EXCLUS IVE LY
SERV ING IN  RURAL  CONTEXTS .  TH IS
SMALL  SCHOOLS  IN I T IAT IVE  TOWN HAL L
FOCUSES  ON DEVELOP ING A  SMAL L
SCHOOL  MUSIC  PROGRAM .  

STORIES  FROM THE  PODIUM OF  A  RURAL
BAND D IRECTOR ,  A  PODCAST

CL ICK  ON THE  IMAGES
BELOW TO V IEW THE

DIFFERENT  ART IC LES !  

https://issuu.com/oregonmea/docs/omea-fall-2025-11.05.25/51
https://vimeo.com/933263367
https://www.backwoodsbandroom.com/


As small schools educators, we know how
isolating the work can sometimes feel —

but your dedication, creativity, and
passion deserve to be seen and

celebrated!

That’s why we're launching a Small
Schools Educator Spotlight in our

monthly newsletter. Throughout the year,
we'll be reaching out to different

educators on a rotating basis to highlight
your stories, classroom tips, and the
amazing work you're doing in your

schools.

Here’s how it works: A member of the
Small Schools Task Force will contact you
with a few short questions — and we may
ask for a photo to feature alongside your

story. We’ll create a spotlight page for
you in our newsletter that will be shared

with small school directors and
educators across the state.

Our goal is to recognize every one of you
over time, so everyone gets the

appreciation they deserve!
💡 If you'd prefer not to be included,
please just let us know. That helps us

ensure we have enough participants for
each issue.

Thank you for all you do to support
students and music education in our

small schools — we can’t wait to
celebrate your work!

— The Small Schools Task Force

WE WANT TO
SPOTLIGHT YOU!!



To Rural and Small Schools Music Educators:

Yours is a hard job. It isn’t for everyone.

It’s for those who aren’t easily discouraged. It’s for those with
vision and a commitment to service. It’s for the courageous and
the creative; the innovative. It’s for those with grit and
determination. It’s for those who can give of themselves– not in
charity, but in service. It’s for those seeking equity for all. Your
job is for those who understand that every child deserves dignity
and the right to high quality music education. It is for those who
understand that every child deserves resources, tools to help
them learn. Your job is for those who understand that small and
rural school children deserve a teacher who is not embarrassed
to teach them, rather is filled with pride by the opportunity to
guide them, to learn alongside them, to empower them. 

Small and rural school music teachers, you are the bridge to a
brighter future for all of us. You open the door for your students
to explore the broader world, often otherwise inaccessible to
them. You show them another way of seeing, being, and
experiencing this world. You broaden perspective. You
illuminate a path to the heart. You illuminate a path from the
heart. You let the light in.

To all of the incredible small and rural music teachers in this
state, making a true difference in the lives of your students,
thank you.

-Small Schools Chair, Melissa Jmaeff

A D V O C A C Y  
C
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R
Why music matters – Especially
in Oregon’s small schools



SMALL-SCHOOLS
TASK  FORCE

Meet your task force!

Welcome to your small-schools task force! We want to offer help for small school music
teachers and provide a foundation of support specifically to those teaching in small schools

and rural areas. This task force has provided a google drive which is shared with you
through email. This google drive is filled with resources, but is a work in progress. Feel free

to email any of us for questions or to network! Looking forward to hearing from you.  

Sam Ellibee
 Burns High School and Hines Middle School

Band, Guitar and AVID Elective

Melissa Jmaeff
Sutherlin High School and Middle School

Band and Choir

Paul Burch
Lowell School District k-12

Band, Choir and General music

Kayla Golka
Sisters High School and Middle School

Band, General Music, Theatre Tech, and the
Americana Project

samellibee@hcsd3.org melissa.jmaeff@sutherlin.k12.or.us

pburch@lowell.k12.or.us
kayla.golka@ssd6.org



SMALL-SCHOOLS
TASK  FORCE

Meet your task force!

Stacey Atwell-Keister
 Fremont Middle School

Choir and Drama 

Levana James
Grant Union Jr/Sr High School, Humbolt

Elementary, and Seneca Elementary
K-12 Music Band/Choir and MS Cross Country

satwell-keister@roseburg.k12.or.us

levanajames32@gmail.com

Amber Yester
 North Bend High and Middle School

Band 
ayester@nbend.k12.or.us

Jamie Erwin
 Clatskanie Middle and High School

Band, Choir, Theatre, and HS Art
Jerwin@csd.k12.or.us



Thank you for everything you do to keep music going

in your schools and communities. Whether you are

teaching beginning band in a cafeteria, running choir

with ten kids, or driving a bus to festival – your work

matters! You are inspiring students every day, and

together we’re making small-school music in Oregon

something truly incredible. 

– Oregon Small-Schools Task Force

THANK YOU FOR
AL L  YOU DO!  


