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It’s a Great Day  

to be a Panther! 

NEWSMAKERS 
Upcoming 

Events 
 

HS SBDM Council 
Meeting 

Tuesday, May 13 
 

FRYSC Advisory 
Council Meeting 

Thursday, May 15 
 

Elementary SBDM 
Council Meeting 

Thursday, May 15 
 

Board of Educa-
tion Meeting 
Monday, May 19 

 

Senior Class  
Honors Night 
Monday, May 19 

 

Baccalaureate 
Wednesday, May 21 

 

HS Graduation 
Friday, May 23 

The Character word for May 
is “COURAGE” 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E  

The 2025-26 School Calendar is 
included on page 14. Important 

dates to remember include:  
 Students return to school Aug. 19; 
 Fall Break Oct. 6 - 10; 
 Thanksgiving Break Nov. 26 - 28; 

 Winter Break Dec. 22 - Jan 2; 
 Spring Break Apr. 6 - 10; 
 Students Last Day & Graduation May 21. 

  CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2025 

Kindergarten Graduation 
1:00 Monday, May 19 

Preschool Graduation 
5:30 Tuesday, May 20 

Free Student Sports Physicals are scheduled for 
3:00-5:00 on Wednesday, May 21, at the Baptist 

Health Deaconess Dawson Springs Clinic. Please 
have the KHSAA athletic physical form completed 

prior to arrival. This form may be picked up from the 
school offices or can be downloaded 
from KHSAA.org under the forms tab. 
A free t-shirt will be awarded to each 

student while supplies last. 

2025-2026 APPLICATION FOR OUT OF  
DISTRICT STUDENT ADMISSION 

An Out of District Application for Admission is 
required for all students living 
outside the DS school district. 
District boundaries are the 4 

bridges leading out of town. A 
form is included on page 7. 

Take Kids Fishing 
Riverside Park 

Saturday, May 17 
9:00am -11:00am 

More info on page 12. 

6th Grade Physical Information 
& Immunization Reminder  
See page 8 for information. 

 

Find school updates and current 
information on the district Facebook 

page, the district web page at 
ww.dawsonsprings.kyschools.us  

or with Superintendent Whalen’s “X”  
account @DSSuptWhalen. 

Last day for students is  

**FRIDAY, MAY 23** 

Thank you to all of our community members & 
business owners for your generous donations 
to help make our 2025 Prom & 
Project Prom a huge success. 

We appreciate you! 

The 3rd Annual Spring Carnival & 
Cornhole Tournament is scheduled 

for Friday, May 9 (Rain date 5/10).  
See page10 for details. 

The DS Archery Team is sponsoring a 
Golf Scramble at the Pennyrile Forest 

State Park golf course on Saturday, 
May 17. See page 11 for more infor-

mation and the registration link. 

Preschool Screenings for the 2025-26 school 
year will begin soon. If you have 

a child turning 3 by August 1, 
2025, and are interested in them 
attending preschool, see page 9 

for registration information. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=purple+gold+hat+tassel&view=detailv2&&&id=55066C3607AD4811E1A9BAB74058757756234F33&selectedIndex=191&ccid=r3DtJail&simid=608032894265199359&thid=JN.KKvSQY89wJdU0FE%2bNqqCMg
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Madisonville Community College and Murray State University-Madisonville are proud to announce the recognition of three 
Dawson Springs educators for the prestigious Excellence in Teaching Award, honoring their dedication, innovation, and 

impact in the classroom. This year’s honorees include: 
Cindy Dukes - Elementary ECE Teacher,  

Jessyle Spalding - Middle School ECE Teacher, &  
Micki Clark - High School English Teacher.  

The Excellence in Teaching Award recognizes educators 
across Western Kentucky who exemplify excellence in teach-
ing practices, student engagement, and leadership in educa-
tion. These three educators have gone above and beyond in 
their commitment to student success and have made lasting 

impressions on our students and our school community.  
The recognition ceremony for all honorees was held the even-
ing of Thursday, April 17th, at the Glema Mahr Center for the 

Arts on the MCC North Campus. 

 

CLASS OF 2025 RECOGNITION 
 

Mr. and Miss DSHS value hard work and dedication. These are students 
who excel in their school and extracurricular activities. Both 

the Mr. and Miss have successes in academics and are involved in a 
number of other activities: academic team, sports, band, and other 

school organizations. 

Mr. and Miss Citizenship are students who have donated a great deal 
of their time volunteering in our community and school. They are self-
less and, above all else, caring towards other students and the faculty. 
These students will be the ones who have always gone beyond the call 
of duty when asked to help with activities in the school and community. 
The Mr. and Miss possess noble morals and are looked up to by other 

students. 
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May Events 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Apr 27 28 

6:00 Board of  

Education Meeting 

 

5:30 V Softball @ 

Madisonville North - 

double header 

29 

5:30 JV/MS Baseball 

@ Heritage Christian 

 

Track @ Caldwell 

Co. HS 

Senior Night 

30 

Blood Drive 

May 1 

6:00 V Softball @ 

Fulton City 

2 

Kindergarten Field 

Trip 

 

5:30 JV Baseball @ 

CCA - double header 

3 

Kentucky Derby 

 

Track @ Apollo HS 

4 5 

6:00 V Softball @  

Ft. Campbell 

6 

5:30 V Softball @  

UHA 

 

Track @ Marshall 

Co. 

7 8 

5:30 V Softball @ 

Murray 

9 

4th Grade KY Derby  

 

Spring Carnival 

(rain date 5/10) 

10 

12:00 JV/MS  

Baseball @ Heritage 

Christian 

11 

Mother’s Day 

12 13 

3:15 HS SBDM 

Council Meeting 

 

6:00 V Softball @ 

McLean Co. 

14 15 

12:00 FRYSC Advi-

sory Council Meeting 

 

3:30 Elementary 

SBDM Council Mtg. 

 

NHS & Beta Club 

Trip to Holiday World 

16 

8:00am Elementary 

Academic Awards 

 

12:30 4th & 5th 

Grade Talent Show  

17 

Golf Scramble @ 

Pennyrile Forest 

State Park 

18 19 

2nd Grade Field Trip 
 

5th Gr. Science Fair  
 

1:00 Kindergarten 

Graduation 
 

6:00 Board of  

Education Meeting 
 

6:00 Senior Honors 

Night in Gym 

20 

Region1 Class1A 

Track Meet @  

Murray HS 

 

5:30 Preschool  

Graduation 

 

21 

3:00 FREE Sports 

Physicals @ BH/D 

DS Clinic 

 

7:00 Baccalaureate 

@ First Baptist 

Church 

22 23 

Students’ Last Day 

 

Grades 3, 4 & 5 

Good Faith Effort 

Waterslide Party 

 

7:00 Graduation  

in Gym 

24 

25 26 

Memorial Day 

27 

Staff Closing Day 

& Retirement  

Reception  

28 29 

State Track Meet @ 

the University of 

Kentucky  

30 31 

HAVE A GREAT 
SUMMER!!! 

-    -    -    -    -    -  Preschool Screenings  -    -    -    -    -    - 

-     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -   Senior Week   -    -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     - 
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May Birthdays 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
Carson Clark 

2 
Josey Spurlin 
Peyton Fox 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Todd Marshall 

3 
Bailey Brown 

4 
Henry Clark 
Molly Keen 
Travis Hendrix 
Sharon Morgan 

5 
Gracie Pressacco 

6 
Madalyn Rose 
Kenleigh Cloern 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Logan Davenport 
Barbara P’Poole 

8 
Naomi McCune 
Easton Dever 
Ezrah Eison 

9 
Tobiyah McCune 
Felix McElfresh 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scott Raup 

11 
Mason King 

12 
Clara Johnson 

13 
Clark Larimore 
Roland Clark 
Devon Smith 

14 
Emmah Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jordan Opalek 

15 
Bailey Sutton 
Jasper Dame 

16 
Haylee Neal  
Brianna Travis 
Alice Renfro 

17 
Bentley Oakley 
 

18 
Chase Miles 
Melody Sachs 
 

19 
Lucus Duke 
Evelyne O’Dell 
Luke Bruce 

20 
Lucas Dukes 
Mikel Day  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jessica Graham 

21 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michelle Abbott 

22 
Kenyen Williams 
Hudson Dever 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jamie Thorp 

24 
 
 

25 
Brooklynn West 
  

26 
Easton Bourland 

27 
Sylus Stallins 

28 
Hunter Moore 
ZoeJayne Clark 
Hadley Stanley 
Jase Bean 
 
 
 
 
Tamara Stephens 

29 
Dalton Gray 
Matthias Lonsberry 
  

30 
Kaydee Haynes 
Kemper Cullen 
Jackson Tutor 

31 

Asher Spurlin 
Karsynn Whitis 

Anyone whose 
name appears on 

this calendar is 
eligible for a 10%  

discount on an ice 
cream cake when 
you present this 

page at the time of 
purchase at the 
PRINCETON 
 Dairy Queen. 

May Birthday Cake 
Winners 

Carson Clark & 
Jackson Tutor 

Present your certificate at the  
Princeton Dairy Queen for a FREE Ice 

Cream Cake. 
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6TH GRADE PHYSICAL & IMMUNIZATION REMINDER 
 
 

5th grade students can get their school physical now for their re-
quired 6th grade entry physical. It is better to get them done 

now before school starts back since doctor's offices 
may have limited availability closer to the beginning 
of next school year. If you would like the DS school 
nurse to complete your student's physical, please 
contact the nurse's office. We have done several 
and would be glad to help. We can schedule a time 
to do the physical or needed immunizations. 
 
 

Also, once 5th or 6th graders turn 11 years old, they will have 
more required shots that need to be completed. If your student 
has Medicaid or no insurance, the school nurse 
can provide the needed immunizations. If you 

need us to get your child updated, please contact 
us. If your child has private insurance, you will 

need to get the shots completed with your child's 
medical service provider. 11-year-old students will 

require Tdap and Meningococcal vaccines. The 
HPV vaccine is also highly recommended.  

 
 

If you have any questions regarding vaccines or physicals or 
would like to schedule an appointment, call the DS School Nurse 
at 270-797-3811. Even if you plan to complete your child’s vac-

cines or physical with your own medical provider, I will be glad to 
answer any questions that you may have.  
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