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The mission of the Wolcott Public Schools is to 
promote the academic, social, and emotional 
development of all students to become contributing 
members of the global community.
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From the Board Chairman and 
the Superintendent:

Thanks to our incredible staff, students, and support from our Board of Education and the 

community, we had a very smooth and successful start to the 2021-2022 school year.  

While we must still keep some of the mitigation strategies in place, everyone at Wolcott 

Public Schools is working hard to get learning back to normal....or as close to it as possible.  

It's great to see students and teachers interacting with each other and learning activities 

being conducted in ways that look like pre-pandemic.  Thank you to our PTOs and parents 

for their support at the beginning of the school year.  As you know, we have had some of the 

same challenges as have faced other school districts.  Temporary shortages of staff 

members and bus drivers have caused us to reschedule some services and events but 

everyone involved is working hard to find ways to make them happen in the smoothest way 

possible.  Please enjoy this newsletter and learning about the great things that happened in 

Wolcott Public Schools during the first five weeks of the school year.

In Partnership, 

Cynthia Mancini,                            Tony Gasper, Ed.D.,    
Chairman, BOE                                  Superintendent 1



Assistant Superintendent 

Starting in early September, students in grades K-9 worked diligently through the district’s 
first round of I-Ready assessments for this year. Students are assessed three times a year in 
the area of reading and math in order to determine specific areas of strength as well as those 

areas in need of improvement. The i-Ready Diagnostic is an adaptive assessment that adjusts 
its questions to suit student’s needs. Each item a student sees is individualized based on their 
answer to the previous question. The purpose is to determine how best to support individual 
student learning.  With this detailed information in their possession, teachers apply 
interventions to help close academic gaps and engage in enrichment to further challenge 
student learning. As a result, I-Ready has proven to be extremely beneficial when monitoring 

a student’s academic growth over time and the information gained plays a key role in the 
district’s decisions about short and long term academic improvements.

Mr. Shawn Simpson
1488 Woodtick Road 
203-879-8183
ssimpson@wolcottps.org
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Alcott School 

Mr. Matthew Calabrese - Principal
1490 Woodtick Road 
203-879-8160
mcalabrese@wolcottps.org

    

    

Alcott students’ had a great start to their school year!The PTO 
was there to assist by providing a colorful balloon arch and 
other decorations that were used as a backdrop to capture
 photo memories.  Also a special thank you to the PTO for the 
new signage that they provided at the student drop-off area!

With staff movement taking place, Alcott would like to welcome
 it’s newest teachers to All-Star family… Mrs. Gilchrist (SPED), Mrs. Doyle (First 
Grade), Mrs. Giglio (Math Interventionist), Ms. Murphy (Fifth Grade), and Mrs. 
Galvin (Art).   

With i-Ready benchmark assessments completed, students are back into their full 
routines for instruction and learning.  To accompany the start of the school year, 
Alcott students and staff will be recognizing the influences and contributions that 
Hispanic Americans have made to the United States.  Hispanic Heritage month is 
from September 15 to October 15. 

Lastly, THANK YOU to Mrs. Discepolo for all your years of service to the students 
of Wolcott.  Happy retirement… You will be missed. 

.
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Frisbie School 

Mrs. Kimberly Murtaugh - Principal 
24 Todd Road 
203-879-8146
kmurtaugh1@wolcottps.org

Our first day of goal setting and team building 
activities was a success.   Teachers conducted a 
read-aloud involving goal setting to the students 
to discuss the steps the character took to 
accomplish their goal.  Then students decided on a 
personal goal to work on achieving this year at 
Frisbie School.  Goals ranged from getting five 
respect cards, playing a difficult song on the flute, 
to becoming a master at division.  Each student 
filled out a goal sheet so they can evaluate their 
progress each month.  During the next block of 
time, students work on their communication skills 
while team building.  Students in fourth grade 
solved a series of problems in a digital breakout 
box while other students tried to save Fred, a 
gummy worm from falling into the sea. We are 
looking forward to working on these two 
initiatives next month. 4
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Wakelee students and staff had a smooth return to school.  Students first day 

included our traditional balloon arch provided by the Wakelee PTO.  

We are welcoming many new staff members for this school year! Mrs. Frageau has 

joined the kindergarten team, Mrs. Cipollone grade 1, Mrs. Martinjuk grade 2, Miss  

Zychowski grade 4, Mr. Driscoll, PE teacher, and Mrs. Cooper math interventionist. 

Mrs. VanOrmer will be transferring to Wolcott High School, we wish her all the best 

with her new role for the district! Mrs. Discepolo has retired and we wish her a 

relaxing and exciting new chapter!

I would like to congratulate all the students that participate in the Governor’s 

Summer Reading Challenge. We awarded certificates, goody bags for students that 

submitted a picture getting caught reading, and  raffled off gift cards for our 

upcoming Book Fair. Students also had the option to come to school dressed as 

their favorite book character.

Wakelee students have completed the fall  iReady assessment. We will utilize 

iReady to monitor students progress through the course of the year.

Wakelee School 

Mrs. Deborah Osvald 
12 Hemple Drive 
203-879-8154
dosvald@wolcottps.org5
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Tyrrell Middle School 

Mr . Joseph Norcross - 
Principal 
500 Todd Road 
203-879-8151
jnorcross@wolcottps.org

● Over the summer,  the Tyrrell Middle School community participated in a 
One School, One Book initiative.  Students read Restart by Gordon 
Korman.  In addition to participating in classroom activities related to the 
book, students participated in a virtual presentation from Mr. Korman in 
which he shared with Tyrrell students how he became a writer and the 
writing process he utilizes when writing novels.   Students shared that they 
found the presentation interesting and inspirational.

● On September 23rd,  guest speaker David Flood presented  assemblies to 
the Tyrrell student body in which a positive message regarding the the 
importance of being accepting of others’ differences and the positive 
impact students could have by “being there” for their fellow students who 
may be feeling down for a variety of reasons.  Thank you to the TMS PTO 
and Wolcott CASA for making this presentation possible.

● Tyrrell fall sports and clubs have returned after not having a 2020 season 
or meetings.  Boys and girls soccer, volleyball, cross country, and dance 
teams are off to a positive start, and all clubs are fully underway.  
Participating students seem to be genuinely enjoying their time 
participating in these activities after school.
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Wolcott High School 

Mr. Walter Drewry - Principal
457 Boundline Road
203-879-8164
wdrewry@wolcottps.org

In September, we held our virtual Back to School Night where parents learned a little bit about their 
students’ teachers and classes. Our SkillsUSA Club had their annual Electronics Recycling Event on 
September 25th, and CASA hosted a car show at WHS on September 18th.

On September 30th we had our annual College Fair and Financial Aid presentation.  We had an amazing 
turnout and we are really proud of our School Counseling Department for putting together such a great 
event!

Our Athletics practices and competitions are back in full swing. We celebrated our Senior Cross 
Country athletes on September 29th and we look forward to more games and Senior Night celebrations 
coming up in October. 

I would like to recognize Youssef Macary for being honored as a Commended Student in the 2022 
National Merit Scholarship Program. This is an outstanding achievement that recognizes scholastically 
talented students who demonstrate outstanding potential for academic success.

We have a busy October planned. Picture Day is scheduled for October 5th. PSAT day for Juniors is 
scheduled for October 13th, CASA Parent University is scheduled for October 14th, and our 8th Grade 
Curriculum Night is scheduled for October 21st. Please keep your eye out for further details in School 
Messenger.

Aqua Turf December 2019
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Student Services 
The Student Services Department has recently concluded it’s selection process for 

Paraeducator of the year. We would like to extend our thanks to all those who volunteered their 
time in nominating paraeducators and those that served on the interview committee. We had a 
great overall response. We are pleased to recognize Kari Langdeau as the 2022  Paraeducator of 
the Year for Wolcott. Kari  has worked in the district for a total of 5 years. She began at Wakelee 
Elementary School and for the past 2 and a half years she has been working in the Life Skills 
Program at Tyrrell Middle School. During that time she has had a significant impact on the many 
students and staff members that she has worked with.

Some of Kari’s many skills include:
● Assisting both the special education and the regular education teachers with 

planning and organizing appropriate learning experiences;
● Ensuring that the material presented is appropriately modified as needed;
● Implementing the plans and programs of related service providers with fidelity 

(Speech Language Pathologist, Occupational Therapist, Physical Therapist, and 
counseling staff); 

● Kari is an independent worker, but is never hesitant to ask for clarification when 
needed; 

● Kari is also compassionate, empathic  and understanding which is essential for 
creating positive relationships in the classroom. 

Thanks for all your hard work, passion and dedication Kari. On behalf of the district and 
Board of Education please enjoy your most deserved award!!

Mr. Kevin Hollis - Director 
1488 Woodtick Road 
203-879-8178
khollis@wolcottps.org
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Thank you to all the Wolcott families that have signed up for the Wolcott Latchkey Program!  Our school year is off to a great start, children 
are learning, playing, and having fun.  We have been extremely lucky with great weather, we have been outside almost every day.   

                  Monday, October 11th - Latchkey will be closed for Columbus Day. 

                  Thursday, October 28th  - Halloween Party (afternoon session)  

                    Scheduled children can bring their costumes to dress up, adhering to the same rules set forth by the schools (masks and/or handheld accessories will not be allowed).

If you have any questions about the Wolcott Latchkey Program you may call while Latchkey is in session between the hours of 7:00-8:30 a.m. or 3:30 – 5:30 p.m. 
Questions may also be emailed, please see contact information below. 

Wolcott Latchkey Director:  Tracey Fitzmorris, email: tfitzmorris1@wolcottps.org 

Frisbie Latchkey: 
Supervisor:  Mrs. Lisa Calabretta, email:  lcalabretta1@wolcottps.org  
Phone:  203-879-8025 

During inclement weather, Latchkey hours are as follows: 
Wolcott Public School Late Opening Schedule:    Two-hour delay:  8 – 10:30 a.m.           Three-hour delay:  8 – 11:30 a.m. 

Wolcott Public School Early Dismissal Schedule: 1:15 – 6:00 p.m. 

 

Business and Operations 
    The Latchkey Program

Todd Bendtsen - Business Manager
1488 Woodtick Road 
203-879-8180
tbendtsen@wolcottps.org 9

Alcott Latchkey:  Supervisor- Mrs. LeAnn Beland:  email: lbeland@wolcottps.org 

Phone: 203-879-8417 

Wakelee Latchkey:  Supervisor:  Mrs. Robin Japs, email:  rjaps@wolcottps.org 
Phone: 203-879-8026 

Tracey Fitzmorris - Latchkey Director 
1488 Woodtick Road
 tfitzmorris1@wolcottps.org 
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Citizens Against Substance Abuse 
CASA

Mrs. Haley Brown - 
Project Director - CASA 
457 Boundline Road 
860-989-5198
hshoop@wolcottps.org
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CASA had a great turnout for the September Car 
Show. All proceeds support prevention programs for 
youth and families in Wolcott! 

CASA also supported bringing in a presenter for 
Tyrrell Middle School Students in September-
Josh Shipp was the presenter and he is a preeminent 
author, speaker, and youth advocate. There was very 
positive feedback from staff and students on Josh’s 
message.

A new resource for parents, educators, teens and 
young adults: 
Youth Think You Know
Youthinkyouknowct.org

Topics cover: where kids get drugs, why kids misuse 
drugs, drugs on social media, mental health, treatment, 
and support
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