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DID YOU KNOW ... 
PBSD, in conjunction with Arkansas River Education Cooperative 
Service, offers several non-traditional learning options. These options 
include: 

• K-6 Virtual Academy• 7-12 Virtual Academy
• EXPLORE Academy • FLEX Academy • FOCUS Academy

Mr. Eric Elders is The Academies Coordinator and the principal for 
the FOCUS Academy which is located at 1301 Commerce Road ... To 
be an eligible Focus student, the student must be in grades 5-12 and 
exhibit two (2) or more of the characteristics identified in Section 
4.02.1.1 and Section 4.02.1.2 of the Arkansas Department of 
Education rules governing AE programs.These situations include, but 
are not limited to ongoing, persistent lack of attaining proficiency 
levels in literacy and mathematics, abuse: physical, mental, or sexual; 
frequent relocation of residency; homeloessness; inadequate emotional 
support; mentaVphysical health problems; pregnancy; student has a 
child; personal or family problems or situations; recurring 
absenteeism; dropping out from school; or disruptive behavior. 

Heidi Rowland is the campus principal for The FLEX Academy 
which is located at 2nd & Beech. The criteria for being placed at the 
FLEX Academy are the same as the FOCUS with additional barriers 
being considered. These barriers include academic, environmental, 
personal and income/work related. The FLEX Academy is for 
students in grades 9th-12th. Some of the great benefits of becoming 
a FLEX associate include the opportunity to attend partnering career 
centers, flexible options for learning through technology, jobs for 
America's Graduates Course, employability and workplace skills to 
make your resume stand out and job attainment and survival skills to 
help you earn money. 

The EXPLORE Academy is the newest academy that our district has 
to offer and it is under the direction of Mr. Bateman. It is located at 
4900 Dollarway Road. This academy focuses on 7th and 8th grade 
students only and allows them to explore STEM, the Arts, careers, 
and their future to help create a strong foundation for their high 
school career. The same criteria that the other academies use for 
placement also apply for the EXPLORE Academy. This academy was 
recently established from a grant that Arkansas River Education 
Cooperative Service received to support students in our area. The work 
is project based 

The Virtual Academy is also operating for the first time this school 
year. The work aligns with Arkansas standards and is project 
based. Greg Moore is the School Improvement Specialist for 
grades K-6 and Rose Smith is School Improvement Specialist for 
grades 7-12.  
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SOCIAL 

WORKERS: 
LIGHT OF DISTINCTION 
YOU HAVE BRIGHTENED 

OUR WORLD! 

]'v1rs. Nikita Richardson-Lowe 
is a social worker at James 
Matthews Elementary School 
in the Dollarway Community 
of Pine Bluff School District. 

Mrs. Lowe greeted and welcomed 
scholars back to school on the first day 
dressed as a mascot, "Pete the Cat," which she credits as the best part of her 
day! Ms. Lowe entered each classroom, accompanied by Mrs. Patricia 
Burnett, Dyslexia's Interventionist and Mrs. Taylor, Assistant Principal. 'Il1e 
scholars expressed much joy and excitement as the mascot visited each 
classroom. 

"I am so excited to be a part of an amazing team and district, while being able 
to be the light that is needed in such a dark time in this world! James 
Matthews is expecting a great year and we are just getting started," according 
to Mrs. Lowe. 

Thank you, Mrs. Lowe, for brightening someone's world! 

ARKANSAS 

R.I.S.E. (Reading Initiative for Student Excellence) Arkansas
encourages a culture of reading by coordinating a statewide reading
campaign with community partners, parents, and teachers to establish
the importance of reading in homes, schools, and communities.
Goal 1: Sharpen the focus and strengthen instruction.
Goal 2: Create community collaboration.
Goal 3: Build a culture of reading!

This link features a variety of resources to assist parents with reading at 
home and to increase the depth of knowledge for teachers. 
h ttps:// dese .ade.arkansas. gov/ Offices/learning-services/ rise-arkansas 

To subscribe to the R.I.S.E. monthly newsletter, register using the QR Code. 

HIGH SCHOOL DAY 
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https://www.aresc.k12.ar.us
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/learning-services/rise-arkansas
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/learning-services/rise-arkansas
https://www.uapb.edu/administration/enrollment_management/office_of_recruitment/recruitment_events.aspx
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