September 1st, 2024 - Issue #231 - 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Our Pastor, Father Elder, from Sacred Heart has taken a fall and broke his arm below his shoulder. Please say a prayer for healing for him. 

HISTORY OF LABOR DAY:
Observed the first Monday in September, Labor Day is an annual celebration of the social and economic achievements of American workers. The holiday is rooted in the late nineteenth century, when labor activists pushed for a federal holiday to recognize the many contributions workers have made to America’s strength, prosperity, and well-being.

Before it was a federal holiday, Labor Day was recognized by labor activists and individual states. After municipal ordinances were passed in 1885 and 1886, a movement developed to secure state legislation. New York was the first state to introduce a bill, but Oregon was the first to pass a law recognizing Labor Day, on February 21, 1887. During 1887, four more states – Colorado, Massachusetts, New Jersey and New York – passed laws creating a Labor Day holiday. By the end of the decade Connecticut, Nebraska and Pennsylvania had followed suit. By 1894, 23 more states had adopted the holiday, and on June 28, 1894, Congress passed an act making the first Monday in September of each year a legal holiday.

Many Americans celebrate Labor Day with parades and parties – festivities very similar to those outlined by the first proposal for a holiday, which suggested that the day should be observed with – a street parade to exhibit "the strength and esprit de corps of the trade and labor organizations" of the community, followed by a festival for the recreation and amusement of the workers and their families. This became the pattern for the celebrations of Labor Day.
Speeches by prominent men and women were introduced later, as more emphasis was placed upon the economic and civic significance of the holiday. Still later, by a resolution of the American Federation of Labor convention of 1909, the Sunday preceding Labor Day was adopted as Labor Sunday and dedicated to the spiritual and educational aspects of the labor movement.
American labor has raised the nation’s standard of living and contributed to the greatest production the world has ever known and the labor movement has brought us closer to the realization of our traditional ideals of economic and political democracy. It is appropriate, therefore, that the nation pays tribute on Labor Day to the creator of so much of the nation's strength, freedom, and leadership – the American worker.
ORIGIN OF THE AGNES DEI:
Agnus Dei is the Latin name under which the "Lamb of God" is honored within Christian liturgies descending from the historic Latin liturgical tradition, including those of Roman Catholicism, Lutheranism and Anglicanism. It is the name given to a specific prayer that occurs in these liturgies, and is the name given to the music pieces that accompany the text of this prayer.
The use of the title "Lamb of God" in liturgy is based on John 1:29, in which St. John the Baptist, upon seeing Jesus, proclaims "Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!"
Latin Catholic:
The Syrian custom of a chant addressed to the Lamb of God was introduced into the Roman Rite Mass by Pope Sergius I (687–701) in the context of his rejection of the Council of Trullo of 692, whose canons had forbidden the iconographic depiction of Christ as a lamb instead of a man. 
	Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem.
	Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, grant us peace.

	—Latin
	—English translation


The verse used in the first and second invocations may be repeated as many times as necessary whilst the celebrant prepares the host and wine for communion. 
In a Tridentine Requiem Mass, the words "miserere nobis" are replaced by "dona eis requiem" (grant them rest), while "dona nobis pacem" is replaced by "dona eis requiem sempiternam" (grant them eternal rest).
The priest uses the phrase "Lamb of God" again, later in the Mass. While displaying the Eucharistic species to the people before giving them Holy Communion, he says: "Ecce Agnus Dei, ecce qui tollit peccata mundi. Beati qui ad cenam Agni vocati sunt." ("Behold the Lamb of God, behold Him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.")  

ATTENTION: Ladies Guild Members 
We will be having our Ladies Guild Luncheon on Wednesday, September 11th at 11:30 AM . Menus TBD. 
Please email Cindy at chayward@sacredheartpalmdesert.com  or call 760-346-0089 to sign up or Cindy will be available after Mass (starting August 25th) to sign up and pay $5 per person. You may pay ahead at sign-up or pay at the door. We do plan ahead for the amount of food so please make sure to pay if you signed up, even if you don’t make it. 

 
REMEMBRANCE WALK – PAVER ORDER INFORMATION FOR NEW PARISHIONERS:
The “REMEMBRANCE WALK” IS LOCATED IS LOCATED TO THE RIGHT OF THE MAIN ENTR
ANCE TO THE CHAPEL. (behind the planter) 
Forms are available from the Parish Office or back of the church. Installation will be within 30 days of your order. If you are not sure what you want to say on the paver, let me assist you!!.

ATTENTION: Ladies Guild Members 
We will be having our Ladies Guild Luncheon on Wednesday, September 11th at 11:30 AM . Menus Trio of Salads. 
Please email Cindy at chayward@sacredheartpalmdesert.com  or call 760-346-0089 to sign up or Cindy will be available after Mass (starting August 25th) to sign up and pay $5 per person. You may pay ahead at sign-up or pay at the door. We do plan ahead for the amount of food so please make sure to pay if you signed up, even if you don’t make it. 

SEPTEMBER ACTIVITIES:
· September 2nd – Labor Day.
· September 5th - Monthly (Thursday) FIND Food distribution/Community Supplemental Food Distribution Program at 9:30AM.
· September 10th – Bingo at Sacred Heart. 6:00 – 9:00 PM in the Salta Center.
· September 11th - Ladies Guild Luncheon on Wednesday at 11:30 AM at the Catholic Charities.
· September 14th - K of C drive-through CRV recycle program. From 7:30AM to 11:30AM. Parking lot behind Salta Center.
· September 26th – Finance Council meeting.
In 2024 the following will be observed as Holy Days of Obligation:
1. Sunday, May 12, 2024 - Solemnity of the Ascension. The Solemnity replaces the Seventh Sunday of Easter.
1. Thursday, August 15 – Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
1. Friday, November 1 – Solemnity of All Saints
1. Please Note: In 2024, December 8 occurs on a Sunday and will be observed in the Roman Calendar as the Second Sunday of Advent. The liturgical observance of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary is transferred to Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. However, the obligation to participate in Mass for the Immaculate Conception is not transferred.
1. Wednesday, December 25 – Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord
1. Wednesday, January 1, 2025 – Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
 
GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
September 1st, 2024 – 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Purity isn’t popular at the moment. Or is it? Look at a rack of health magazines or at popular podcasts. You’ll see an infinite ocean of regulations and rituals of diets, intermittent fasting, morning sun rituals, intense juice detox practices, lists of dangerous foods, mental practices, as well as long lists of dos and don’ts for the proper cleaning of clothes, dishes, cars, houses, pets, and children. Like it or not, we long to be pure, clean, and without blemish. 

This question of purity haunted people in Jesus’ day, too. The Pharisees and scribes (the leading purity authorities of the day) criticize Jesus, asking, “Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” (Mark 7:5). Jesus responds by saying, “There is nothing outside the person that can defile him if it goes into him; but the things that come out of the person are what defile the person” (Mark 7:15).  What does he mean, and how can it help us be pure?

We’ve probably all heard the somewhat shopworn interpretation that Jesus replaces the ritual, exterior notion of purity with a moral, interior one. Christianity is thus seen as a kind of moral re-tooling, as if religion doesn’t make us pure. Good moral intentions do. But this doesn’t take the rest of Jesus’ ministry seriously enough, nor our obsession with purity. The better reading is that Jesus audaciously offers himself as the ultimate source of human purity — from within each human heart. Both our religious ritual practices and our moral actions are meant to flow from this encounter with Jesus the Lord. When we are in friendship with him, everything becomes pure for us. 
  — Father John Muir
 
September 1st – Themes for the 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time.
The readings for the 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time tell us to be wary of those things which lead us to sin and remind us that we must really follow Jesus in our hearts. 
In the first reading Moses tells the Israelites that they must obey the commands of God. 
In the second reading we hear that we should humbly receive the word of God and act upon it.
And in the gospel, Jesus warns us against following commandments literally but not receiving them into our hearts.
Are we truly following Jesus or just “going through the motions”?
Mass Readings for the 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time.
· First Reading – Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8: Moses instructs Israel to strictly follow God’s laws to demonstrate wisdom and receive life and land. God’s closeness and just laws set them apart from other nations.
· Responsorial Psalm – Psalm 15: Live blamelessly, speak truth, and treat others fairly to securely dwell in God’s presence, rejecting wickedness and honoring reverence for the LORD.
· Second Reading –James 1:17-18, 21B-22, 27: All good actions and perfect gifts come from God, who is unchanging. Embrace His word, act on it, and care for those in need to maintain pure faith.
· Gospel – Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23: Jesus teaches that true defilement comes from within, not from external sources like unwashed hands, criticizing the emphasis on human traditions over divine commands.
Themes are gleaned from www.young-catholics.com
 
FINANCIAL SECTION:
SEPTEMBER HAS 4 SUNDAYS FOR THOSE THAT GIVE MONTHLY.
Please make all checks payable to “Christ of the Desert” not Sacred Heart.
Total monies collected to date: $21,630 or 14.4% of annual budget. Last week’s collection was: $2014*. (Last Sunday collection of August)
*Monies collected each week reflect the Friday & Sunday Mass plus rental income from offices in the Courtyard, Weddings & Funerals.
This information is important for our community in order to understand where are financially throughout the year.
        Our Monthly expenses are budgeted at $12,500 per month or $37,500 per quarter. $150,000 annually.
Thanks for your continued generosity.
 
See instructions at end of Bulletin for ways to continue giving via your bank on-line service, there is likely a “setting” that will say “Autopay” or some other “Bill Pay” service.         
 
THE POPE’S INTENTION FOR SEPTEMBER: For the cry of the Earth:
We pray that each one of us will hear and take to heart the cry of the Earth and of victims of natural disasters and climactic change, and that all will undertake to personally care for the world in which we live.
The Christ of the Desert “Bulletin” now appears on www.sacredheartpalmdesert.com website. Open up the site and click on “church”, look down on the bottom left for Christ of the Desert. Open up this site for the “bulletin” and other information about our community.
 
 CELEBRATION SECTION:
There will be an information providing sheet on the table near the Chapel exit/entrance area.
You can always email the information to me as well. 
You can sign up for any month NOW. I will keep a record of your special month and enter it when that month arrives.
WHO HAS A DATE IN SEPTEMBER & YOU WANT ME TO ADD TO THE NOTICES BELOW????
DISCLAIMER: If information below is incorrect, please let me know and I will correct the error.
 
SEPTEMBER: BIRTHDAY SECTION:
Enedina Sutton – September 1st
Rosanne Hopkins – September 1st
Carol Kephart – September 2nd
Lynne Lehane – September 3rd
Paul Oliaro – September 15th
Carla Washington – September 16th
Armin Callo – September 18th
Frank Rayo- September 25th
Chris Ray -September 27th

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS IN HEAVEN:
Federico Arias – September 4th, brother of Enedina Sutton  
Joe Maldonado – August 30th Father of John Maldonado

SEPTEMBER HAPPY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY SECTION:
Jim & Jean LaBaugh – September 16th
Kevin & Jody Harris – September 23
 
SEPTEMBER: REMEMBERING WEDDING ANNIVERSAY SECTION:
Jim & Carmen Carlo – September 15th
Larry & Louella Bean - September 20th.
Dolores and Steve Kent – August 20th


SEPTEMBER REMEMBRANCE SECTION: “May their souls rest in peace”, Amen
Joe Lehane, husband of Lynne, passed away on September 2nd
Judy Aragon passed away on September 3rd
Lindy Hodges, twin sister of Sandy Reid, passed away on September 5th
Joe Maldonado, Father of John Maldonado, passed away on September 9th
Bob DeWeese, Father of Paulette Quaid, passed away on September 12th, 2001.

Please provide Month, Date & Year & Relationship to family member being remembered.

“Who would you like to pray” for section:
Please send me your new updated petitions which will appear in green.
Many of you pray for special intentions at Sunday Mass. Please send me those intentions so the entire Parish can pray to the LORD with you.
Please pray for my daughter, Lisa Gruebel, who has been recently diagnosed with lung cancer, Suzanne Cummings.
Please pray for Bob, Mira, Lee and Karen.  Roxanne Reed
THIS WE PRAY TO THE LORD!!!
 
Christ of the Desert office hours: 760-346-0089
Office hours are from 9:30 to 1:30 Monday- Friday. Please call first to be sure Cindy is available. When Cindy is in the office, the office door is locked. Please ring the doorbell “to get her attention”.
 
 SUPPORT OUR PARISHIONERS WHO HAVE SMALL BUSINESSES SECTION:
 If anyone else wants to advertise their business in the Bulletin, send me your information.
 
Thinking about selling your house or condo? Call Crys Mueller at 760 989 8732. I have been with BD Homes for the past 15 years.
 
John Maldonado is a Mortgage Loan Originator with First West Financial, Corp & a member of Christ of the Desert congregation.  
"Your Home Loan Made Simple" We help you buy your dream home by simplifying the mortgage financing process with personalized loan options that save you time and money. If you need assistance with any type of loan, I am here to help. 
For every loan that closes, I will make a donation to Christ of the Desert.
Contact: John A. Maldonado at jam@firstwestfinancial.com or call 760 636-8266. Mortgage Loan Originator, 
NMLS #1995783,WWW.firstwestfinancial.com
 
Enedina Sutton, a Distributor of Nature Sunshine Products and a long time parishioner. Has Herbal Supplements, all kinds of Vitamins, ointments, essential Oils, disinfectant products and much more. I do the business from home. I can be reached at 760-345-3754. I live in Sun City Palm Desert community.
 
Invented by NASA engineers, used on astronauts returning from space to rebuild muscle, bone and heal wounds “red light therapy” is now available. I am a new parishioner. Please call or email me: Rom Partyka 805-673-9235 or email at rom1942@msn.com for more information or to set up an appointment.
 
Need a good Catholic housekeeper? Call Elvia Pantoja at 760 698 6050. 20 years’ experience in the Indian Wells & Palm Desert area. References provided upon request.
 
ON GOING MESSAGE SECTION:
Please continue to consider supporting our community with the following options:
Mail your weekly or monthly offering to Christ of the Desert. All our regular mail goes to Sacred Heart so you would need to use that address. Make checks payable to Christ of the Desert.
CHRIST OF THE DESERT c/o.
SACRED HEART CHURCH 43-775 DEEP CANYON ROAD, PALM DESERT, CA 92260.
OR
Go to your bank on-line service, there is likely a “setting” that will say “Autopay” or some other “Bill Pay” service. You can set up an automatic payment directly from there. If you have any trouble doing this or don’t have a computer, just call your bank and they can help you.
Please make sure that you tell the bank to make the check payable to Christ of the Desert but send the check to Sacred Heart’s address:
43775 Deep Canyon Rd.  Palm Desert, CA  92260


Jay Mueller

Stay Healthy! Do good work! Keep in touch!!!

SHC & COD Finance Council Member
SHC & COD Parish Council Member
COD Remembrance Walk Coordinator
SHC Remembrance Square Coordinator
SHC East Valley Outreach Program Coordinator
[bookmark: _GoBack]CELL NUMBER 760-777-3745

