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Dual Dedication

My father, Harold Willis, was a head basketball coach (1955-
64) and a history teacher (1955-1985) at Wadena High
School. | grew up loving the game of basketball. He would be
happy to know that | eventually grew up to appreciate the
importance of documenting the past.

Bob Zosel was, among other things, the great local historian
of Wadena. | was lucky enough to have played basketball for
Wadena High School in the early 1970’s at which time Mr.
Zosel was in charge of running the game clock, the scoreboard
and “the horn.” When coach said to get back in the game one
would promptly approach the scorer’s table. Once
acknowledged by Mr. Zosel the player would sit and wait for a dead ball so
the horn could be sounded and the substitution made. While waiting to get
back into the game it was typical for Mr. Zosel to offer a few words of
encouragement.

| wish they were both still here to have helped me assemble
“The Scrapbook."*

It is worth noting that from 1924-56 there were ten Wadena basketball
teams that included at least one Zosel, and at least one of those teams
competed in each of the four decades represented during that time. This
fact, and much of what | discovered, could not have been uncovered
without the help of the Wadena County Historical Society.

Jebb Willis
Class of 1974

*Information Sources:
“The Scrapbook” contents came primarily from:
-The Brainerd Daily Dispatch (via: newspapearchives.com)
-Pictures and Wadena PJ articles: The Wadena County Historical Society
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The Beginning
Wadena Indians basketball started around the turn of the century, the exact year was
not determined. The Wadena High School athletic teams’ nickname of “Indians” came
from the town’s namesake, Ojibwe Chief Wadena, who lived in the later part of the 19th
century.

1885

In the 1980’s when the Wadena and Deer Creek school districts merged the new WDC
athletic teams’ nickname was changed to the “Wolverines.”

Wadena High School Colors

Until the late 1940’s the Wadena Indians were often referred to as the “Orangemen.”
Dating back to 1925 the Wadena school colors were orange and white. However,
because of a shortage of dye needed to make the color orange they chose to switch
their colors effective the 1948-49 school year. The student body voted and blue and
gold were selected as the new school colors. The “Orangemen” ceased to exist.

1948-49

In with the New

The pages that follow are about the history of Wadena basketball, by decade, from the
early 1900’s through the 1950’s. An attempt has been made to identify the coaches, the
conferences and other affiliations, and the teams themselves. Rosters, records, team
and individual achievements are provided where possible. Accuracy has been a goal
but cannot be guaranteed. Feedback to provide missing information, or to point out
inaccurate information, is encouraged. Old team, game action and individual player
photos would also be appreciated. This document will be updated as needed.

My primary sources of information have been the online archives of the Brainerd Daily
Dispatch and resources found at the Wadena County Historical Society.

You may contact me at: jebbwillis1955@gmail.com
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Pre-1920’s .

Misc articles and notes of interest from 1905-1916:
1905 boys and girls basketball in central Minnesota
1914 District 6 runner-up to Aitkin
1914 Wadena team roster
1916 District 6 champions fall to Bemidiji
Team Pictures and Rosters 1911-1914
Coach Kidder of 1912-14 Team

The 1920,8 (10 pgs)

Team Pictures and Rosters 1920-23, 1925-26 and 1929
Misc articles and notes of interest:

1922 and 1923 State Basketball Tournament
1924-25 District 6 becomes District 11
District 11 Tournament Results 1925-29
1927-28 All-District 11 First Team

Coaches (confirmed dates)

-Mr Otte (1919-20)

-Mr Kuefler (1920-23)

-Mr Vos (1924-25)

-Mr Rosenberger (1925-27)
-Mr Chermak (1927-1937)



Pre-1920’s

Misc Articles and Notes of Interest

1900-09

1910-19

1905: Boys and Girls Teams

This was the oldest article | found relating to
any high school basketball in central
Minnesota. As you can see Little Falls and
Staples had both boys’ and girls’ teams.

The boys’ and girls’ basketball team
of Little F'alls high school played the
boys’ and girls’ team of the Staples
high school last night the latter winning
in both cases. 'T'he girls’ score was 7 to
9, thoe boys’ scoro was 16 to 14. Both
games were close. Montgomery, centor
of Staples, played the star game of the
‘ovening.

Brainerd Daily Dispatch, January 31st, 1905

It was newsworthy in 1905 that the Aitkin
basketball team traveled (presumably by
tralnz through Brainerd on its way to Staples.

The Aitkin basketball team passed
through the city this afternoon en route
to Staples where they will play this
evening.

Brainerd Daily Dispatch, March 11, 1905

This 1912 photo is
from the Wadena
County Historical

Society.

Miller, Pansy basketball team

This Feb 24, 1914 article, is the first news |
discovered involving Wadena basketball.

Wadena 28
Brainerd 15

Wadena defsatud Hralnard kn thn. |
receut Lnaiotbell gome bl the looati :
hixh srhool audliorium, the scors bea !
lug 28 w 16, Bratuerd wos haudi- !,
cabped by the loss of & player and!
l'l.lrrlht!rmun:- lmu odergated the-'
ntrnnntu of Wndenn Hruiherd made

T polnts Utitorn Wadaps soored, ‘Thli
Fridu,v erening Walker wiil pin:r"
Bralpery al tliv lm:u.l aithool nuditor.
Lum.

Brainerd Daily Dispétch', February 24, 1914

1914 District 6 Championship
_!,.,.. T
: " WADENA 8

mu-n ﬂhmﬁmhip of the
,*  Bixth District Won by the Aft-
kin Teath Last Wight

A —
|\ PEAY A PAST, OLABSY GANE|

| Altkini Now Eiigible to: Enter the
;f' Btate Tournament.at Carltom |
i Coliege, Northfeld '
: ! Playlog fast, dggressive husketbal),
' xigkin.defeaterd Wadaba here §0 to

=ﬂ. winping the chimpionahlp 6f the :

'nlxth congresaionn]l district and qual- |
nrrmg ‘o eotor the siate tournament |
et Alarltoy colloge, Northiield, Mareh :
9 ond 2 This maokes tiwelve|,
,obraight vietorles for the Adtkin high )
ehool tesm,

Brainerd Daily Dispatch, March 14, 1914

SEE NEXT PAGE - (cont 1)




Misc Articles and Notes of Interest

1910-19 (cont 1)

1910-19 (cont 2)

Roster

* The Wadent toam  comaliiod  of
Hentedy nighy forward, L. Lund Ieft
rarwnrd, Hotchine conter, Stavenn
toft goard, E, Laod elght goard, “The
rogst of the Waodeas tram plased
Lires mibetitotes o the wecond hall,
Ll Zimmeross ond Kingaley, Lut
trey coudd om0t stem o the thie,  The|

Aitkin 39 vs Wadena 8
1914 District 6 Championship

ROSTER: Hutchins, Kennedy, Lund, E., Lund,

L., Kingsley, Stevens, Zimmerman and
Joset.

Jan 9, 1915
BRAINERD BEATS WADENA

Triumphs Over Wadena High by Mto
20 Score on Friday
‘Evening

Bralnerd high sciool trlumiphed
over their rivals from Wadena last
nirht in a game which keit the spec-
tators breathless with suspensz,  The
5.0"2 was 24 to 20 when’ tha final
whistle diew, Wadena wir leading

Jan 10 1916

Zimmerman is Wadena star in
24-20 loss to Brainerd.
into a good scoring machine, Bert
Norquist at stationary guard was the
shining light for Bralnerd while Zim-
merman starred for ‘Wadena. Day sev-

_Feb 24, 19,_15
ed Little F‘n"s ¥ri-

Wniic'nn detan
rday at Wadena

Wadena 25 Vs Little Falls 22

(CONTINUE TOP OF NEXT COLUMN - (cont 2))

A Score of 24 4o “".,1

BRAINERD 35, - |

WADENA 27|

{Hard Fought Game of Basketball

Won by Local High Quint
Saturday Evening

e anap—

LILJEDAML WAS THE REFERERE

Brainerd Squad Wears New Uniforms
—Also Had New Ball and New
: Methods

In a fast, hard-fought game play-
ed Saturday evening on the floor of
the local high school auditorium
Brainerd high won 35 to 27 at basket-
ball, defeating the quint from the
Wadena high school. = Liljedahl, of

Zlmmerman Ieads Wadena - 10

SEE NEXT PAGE - (cont 3)




Misc Articles and

1910-19 (cont 3)

Feb 5, 1916

Talk about “home-court advantage!”

feated by a good marg:ln 22 to 8.
Wadena nnthuntasts say it was the
best game ever pla}ed at Wadena.

The locals’ defeat was due to the
fact that the Wadena floor is very
emuil and exceedingly low.  The
baskets w ere:- only about two feet be-
low the celling and I8 intercepted by
mo_cross beams and eight lights
with guards which protrude about a
foot below the ceiling. The seats are
on threc sides and only about two
feet from the court.  Thus the long
shots which are the feature of the
Brainerd team, were impossible. All
shots that were made had to be shot
from 11:-3 lllulh’dl.llu xidnit\ of the
baskets. e

In a tasl Qxcitlng game Friday |
night at W adena, the locm were de- |

Post-game food
and dance for visitors.

In tlm last half ‘the Wadena quint
uz ade 16 points to Brainerd's
th hame tlm “Bralnerd tt»am . Wads
served - with re(rwhmema by the
j Sophomore class ‘and alwr\\ard m»
tertained at. a (Llll(‘t} :

Aftvl‘

m e s =

(CONTINUE TOP OF NEXT COLUMN - (cont 4))

& dﬁ([ \\ .ulum x\':.ls lathu

_ I}Iu
lu m

Notes of Interest

1910-19 (cont 4)

Mar 13, 1916

District 6 Champions Wadena
lose to Bemidji 63-59.

Zimmerman scores 20.

[iwm X :\"
Ih< %l .

: _ni*'hl hvt \\ dﬂ;ll
u_l} - \\ Iu me Llw time-k
up Hm aom(

W ds (_Q!_!I]_t 1
SRR

;,hntu,_"'_ FTie
Was:
C i.dum._ for
10 field goals, .

Jmade:

NOTES:
From February of 1914 to March of 1916 it
appears that Zimmerman was the star of that era.

| found no other pre-1920’s articles relating to
Wadena basketball. Perhaps WWI, and the
USA’s entry in 1917, had something to do with
that.

The Minnesota State High School League was
first organized in 1916 as the State High School
Athletic Association. Its primary purposes were (1)
to promote amateur sports and (2) to establish
uniform eligibility rules for interscholastic contests.
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1910-11

l:'r‘ﬁ;..-iﬂé:;_ “omas IR
B fadena High School

Bisket Ball leam. (/¢

t: Loyal imeran, Harold Parker
Back: “Fen” Burch, Bob Langenbacher, unknown

Front: Elmer Lund
Middle: Zeke Kennedy, Harold Parker
Back: Bob Langenbacher, unknown, “Fen” Burch
Coach: Kidder

1912-13

Front: Zeke Kennedy, Elmer Lund, Bill Robb
Back: Rae Carroll, Bob Langenbacher

Coach Kidder

1913-14

Front: 4th from left Elmer Lund, 5th Zeke Kennedy

Others (not in order): Carroll Kingsley, Everett
Kingsley, Clifford Stevens, Roy Joset, Wayne
Zimmerman, Fred Spencer, Arthur Hutchins, J.L.
Monson

Coach: unknown

District 6 runner-up to Aitkin




Back: Carl McDowell, Bill Stevens, George
Welch, Maurice Merickel, Vern Wright

Front: Marion Blaha, Pat Lund, Joe Rice,
Coach Otte

3
&
L (
' . p i

Back: Coach Kuefler, Merritt Dodds, Vern
Wright, Clair Walker, Carol Parker

Front: Marion Blaha, Carl McDowell, Harold
Kruger, Bill Stevens

Wadena PJ, December 10, 1970:
This was coach Kuefler’s first year and this 1920-21 team was
undefeated.

1921-22

Back: Bill Stevens, Vern Wright, Maurice
Merickel, Carol Parker

Front: Donald McKinnon, Clair Walker, Coach
Kuefler, Marion Blaha, Joe Rice

1922 State Tournament Participant
(based upon District 6 Championship)

1922
It was trendy to have
Vern Wright postcards made.

Marion Blaha

1921

Vern Wright
Marion Blaha
Merritt Dodds




1920’S con)

1922-23

Back: Coach Kuefler, Carol Parker, Milton Gaslin,
Carl Spooner

Front: Donald McKinnon, Kenneth Hezzelwood,
Joe Rice, Ed Lehman, Merritt Dodds

1923 State Tournament Participant
(based upon District 6 Championship)

1924-25

Standing (left to right)—Jacobson, Stevens, Jansen, Zuelke, Coach Voss.
Seated (left to right)—Young, Krause, Captain Zosel, Keachie.

Lost 20-18 to Pine River
(eventual District 11 Champions)

1925-26

Coach Rosenberger

Zosel Stevens Brownsey
Captain Krause Young

Lehman

McBride Zuehlke

Lost 19-18 to Staples
(District 11 Tournament)

1928-29

Back: Olin, Anderson, Fischer, Brownsey
Front: Davis, Zosel, Schmidt

Lost 38-32 to Brainerd
(District 11 Tournament)




In the News

1921-22 Season

1921-22 (cont.)

1922 State Tournament Participant

Regular season
Dec 15, 1921

1 ‘Little Failg high defoated L _
| Pratrie high 42 to 7. At the end c!- 4
the first half the score stood 27 to 6 1
Wadena deteated Perham n their:
|firat game of the season 45 t0 5.
Brainerd high's next game ia with |
{Croshy at Crosby.
Bt. Cloud Tech. defeated Mora 25|
{to 18, ‘

State Tournament First Round
Wadena - 27 New Ulm - 17
March 16,1922

STATE HIGH SCHOOL
BASKETBALL GAMES,;

WADENA DEFEATS NEW UELM,.
STILLWATER BEAT ST, 'ETER
MANKATO JONNSON IHIGH

Ay U'nitiml FProssy

‘ \ﬂrlhlwlli. March - 16— Wadenn dde-
foated New T in the first game of
the state high school Lasbhethall tour-
nement early wnlay., The score wau
27 1o 17. Al the onwll of ¢he first hiale,
the feams ware thed, 10 to 100

By o britiant iast minute raash Still-
water high o the secoml roungd of the
tournnment. defeated St. Peter 50 ta
23, &t Peter took the lead in the
acconid hnif, and held {1 ontil the lust
three minues of play. Iolmes made
five Teld haskets, Sitllwater wiil moest
Wadena at b o’elock iz evening.

Johingan high school of St Paul fell
hefure the husky Mankato fve it the
third game “this moralng. Mankato
took an enrly lead, and hwld It with
the exceptlon of a féw minutes in the
firat half, ang won 23 to 14,

P

- N o o e

- o

— e} W

1922 State Tournament Semi-Final
Wadena - 34 Madison - 35 (OT)
March 17,1922

{By United ress,)
Northfisld, March 17.—Red Wing and
Madison high school will meet {n the

finals for the: stata high school haskat-.

ball champlonship tonight. Red Wing
defeated Puluth Central in the semt-
finalas 30 to 25. ) .

Madison eliminated Wadons  this
morning 35 to 34 In an exciting oxtira
period game.

Reg Wing wan the favorite oxer tlw
fMashy Madison toum this morning.

The Red Wing squad defeated somo

of the strongest teams {n the tougyna-|.

ment in the preliminaries, and Dyluth
Cuntra]l wan not an éasy foe in “ he'
nemi-finals. Tted Wing got into the
somi-finaia last year when Minnespo-
Hia Ceontral won the champlonship of
1921,

Uncrring shooting of Hendrickson
and the driving game of the Madison
five put them into tho finale,

Al the end of the half, Madison, held
n 16 to 8 leag over Wadena. Wadona
begnn A smashing attack in the third
quarter, and at the end of that period
held the lead 26 to 21. '

Mnasdison rallled and wit hone minuts
1o o, the ncore was Wadenn 30, Madl-
aon 2%, . Merickel mado a freg throw
and Tonto droppeg in a ficld hasket
tying the score al the flonal gun, 21 to
21. In the extra pariocd Tosto and
Merickel, the opporning centerm. oach
scored from the fleid again, tylng the
neore. ’

Johnoon, Madison mubntitate, dArap-
poid in a long shot from tho aide lIns.
AMericke! made a freo throw for Wa-
dena. Flnal secore, Madlson 35, Wa-
densn 34.

It was the hest game of the tourna-
ment, sang Hendrlckson wan oanlty the
best man In the Kame, and Lthe out-
atanding star of the tournsment.

1922 State Championship
(19-0) Red Wing 34 Madison 27

" oea

| %




1923 State Tournamenf Fiét Round

1922-23 Season

| W e

1923-24 Season

Feb 7, 1924
Effective for the next year's 1924-25
season Wadena was switched from
District 6 to District 11. They were joined
in District 11 with Aitkin, Brainerd,
Crosby-Ironton, Eagle Bend, Motley, Pine
River and Staples.

Wadena - 16 Hopkins - 17
March 27,1923

BASKETBALL

Last Night*s State Tournnment Hexolts
Anrura, M8 Mnrahall, 16.
Itemhiaster, B4 Madlson, 16,
5L, Potar, 20: Kt. Paul 23,

Biue Earth, 1K Crookstan, 15,
Auxtin, 28 Houlh 5t Poul, X,
Bt Cloud, 20, Minneapotis, 15,
Hupkine, 173 Wariera, 14,
[ ] & *
St Clond Wins Flrst Giame
B, {oud defented Minneapodiis {Cen-

il&l in 6 ganme thol reguired two extra

fiveantnnte  perimls to  dechte

night.  The seors wan 20 to I8,
The count was 14 to 4 ut the end
of the rigalnr gomwe,  Fleld stesls by

|flasane of 81, ©lowt and Captain Mate
‘Jof Minneapolia tled §t agnin nt the

end of the tirst extra perlod, and
e weroml eurn gwriod of plny twn
flcly poals hy: tinnarr, while WHHuem>
of Minneapalin spdexed Ghe, gave the
rame (o 85 Clingd,
L] [ ] -
Today's Lames

Minnenpolls, March 28 —Hochenter
defented St Petor In the gecond round
of the state Bk sehoid  basketiall
tournatnent odny,  Tlie score was 16
to 1. ‘

Auntin dofeated Blue Fuarh 14 to 2

“Aurora 23, 6 Cload &,
NHapkiuw 7, [tuncoek 17,

2 R e T

newan will awwlu i hanvd® o aha

1923 State Championship
(17-2) Aurora 24 Austin 14

i
Ir
[]]
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"'THURSDAY. FEBRUARY 7. 1024

" HELPS liﬁkh‘ll’l"lh\lﬂ. N mm.wﬁ:

THE cause of basketball in Bramerd high school will be bene-
fited if tAe redenl proposal of the board of control of the Mimw-‘
sota State Higlr School Athletic assoclation which has refistricted 1
the state, is adopted for next yom's playing. As matters stood in
the old days, Brainerd faced the hardest kind of schetdnle such
as $t. Cloud; Bemidji and Little Falls, 'With termaf such calther, |
the ‘santest in our old district was one which sapped the strensth |’
of even the winner-sp that the team usually made Titile showing | (
in the finals, ' c

Under the new arrangemenl, information of which wag trans- |
mitted to Supt, W. C. Cobb, the whole state har been redistricted |
in 82 districts, and in the determination of baskethall chammpion.-
ships these districts are grouped by fonrs for eight regional tour- |,
naments, i

Brainerd, in District 11, will be associanted with Aitkin, Cros- N
bi<Ironton, Eagle Bend, Motley, Pine River, Staples and Wadena |
and plays at the regional tournament to be held in 5t, Cloud. The|
winner there competes in the finals with the winners of the-seven |,
other regional tournamentf,. i+ . .

~ 8t. Cloud is placed in Distrlet 12:and is associated with An-
nandale, Buiffalo, Little Falls, Meple Lake, Monticello, Pavnes-
ville, Royalton and Sauk Rapids,

Bemidji is placed in Diatrict No. 6 of Regional Tournament
No. 2 and is associated with Akeley, Bagley, Blackduck, Cass Lake,
Deer River, Park Rapids and Walker.

The new plan 1f made effective next year meets the hoarty
approhation of the Dispatch. Every basketball fun when he stu-
dies the ngw qimmm; will undoubtedly concur. 1

————

Dec 3, 1924

BASKETBALL
SCHEDULE 1S
ARRANGED HERI

RETRESENTATIVES OF 1!TH DI8
TRICT MET I¥ CITY
FRIDAY

NOTE
Wadena coach Mr. Vos (1924-25).




1924-25 Season

Standing (left to right)—Jacobson, Stevens, Jansen, Zuelke, Coach Voss.
Seated (left to right)—Young, Krause, Captain Zosel, Keachie.

BASKETBALL, 192425
Wadena 5-7
(regular season record)

District 11 Quarterfinal
Wadena 18 - Pine River 20

(Pine River went on to win the District Title)
BASKETBALL,

4 im.  Four regulars
bceq lost through graduation or ineligibilit
ing in of new men. e
year's squad remaining and some good mater] o aat
oy and lyed s ot o o Vo ch e s vk
uly t Sebeka on December 11 at Waden
Wadena was handicapped by injuries and lost 9 to 7 in a wild game Tl?;

next week, on December 15, Wadena played a return game at Scheka and
won 18 to 8. On December 17, Wadena journeyed to Deer Creek and.
g:;c;attici;hat tcu'm 29 fo 21. The next game was with tht‘e s'tr?ng Little
at Little Falls on December 24, Wadena losing in a_haid
fought battle by a score of 31 to 17. -In the first game after the Christ-
mas vacation, Wadena journeyed to Crosby-Ironton and lost by the score
of 24 to 13, the boys seeming lost on the huge Crosby floor. On January
22, Crosby came to Wadena for a return game and again was victorious,
lf to 7,in a rather uninteresting game. Om January 29,.Braiﬂcrd CANLE D
Wadeng and won 6 to § in a very closely contested game:in vgl.zlc}?‘B_ralner.d

19245

Il with Prospects for 5
s of last year's team had
v and- this necessitated the work-

Page Tuenty-Nine

rHE 1927°%
— .
o breaks. The next game was with Aitkin here, aind

led in coming from behind to win 13 to 9 in a harg foughy
succeed ary 13, Wadena went to Brainerd for a return game 4 gﬂmg
On Feioéuﬂ_}"he next game on February 20 was with Little Fqy, : logy
21 to “.,J'-;dma took the lead at the start of the game ang nevert Wa.
dena. lwinning 11 to 7. The next day Wadena traveled relip.

had all th

V‘*dcna

ished it - to Beg
?Ioj:'s::egam’c, and lost 22 to 11, being bf_Ld_lY off form. Thf‘. final ga.r::*;
the regular season was with Long Prairie at Long Prairie on Febryy

27, Wadena winning 10 to'8. On March 6, '?V?denn trave[ed to Ay,
for the district tournament. Wadena_was eliminated in the first Zame
by Pine River, district champions, by a score of 20 to 18 in the fastest
and hardest fought game of the tournament. Wadena won five Games
and lost eight during the season, and scored 173 points to its opponents
198. Captain Zosel was the leading scorer of the team with §8 points,
Keachie followed with 44, Young with 30, Krause with 25, Stevens with
14, and Jacobson with 2. Prospects for a winning team next year seem
bright as the greater share of this year’s team will return.

& & 2

1924-25 (cont.)

Jan 17, 1925

-

- a e e ap we w a

Braine

- s R Em T

‘| Areustumed 1o their nwn Door, small

CROSSY DEFEATS
WADENA iGH

tommy  defentsd the Wadens high
oot nt Crosby last wighs, $9-13.
The Wadens tenmn snemed lost on thr
big foar, thelr team Witk Wek FAK-

gd, and Lheir whois for the bapkct
foll whort aboutl tes fovl D swch (ry.

i compaMent 10 the NAL-M388 Crid-
by foqr, they oonld B4 Kel WIKFED
at thelv bea: mane.

Jan 31, 1925
BRAINERD TAKES _
WADENA'S SCALP

IN HARD CONTEST

——

LOCALS OUT-PLAYED THEIR OP-
PONENTS TRROUGHOUT
ERTIRE GAME

TILT SAID TO RESENNLE FOOT.
BALL MOXE THAN BASEET-
BALL GAME

[0 PO T S Y

BY SCORE 2413}
WADENA TEAK SEXMED L0OT 0N
TEE WG FLOOK 0P
_ HIOH 9CHOOL w
TEAN WORE WAS RAGOED AND
SHOTS PAILED BY 10 FEET |
T0 REACH BASKEY
Thn Crouwby-Trontan baakallull -‘l'_l

!

rd - 6 (1 FG and 4 FTs)

Wadena -5 (2 FGs and 1 FT)

Mar 7, 1925
"ERLES B3I RKED |

PINE ”—' b | pteoed ved eor e muk Rt
byl | v sentor of ;ln ol o
. i
) ‘ FINE mIYRR WADMA |tiee
B BEAB WABENA; Alupacad and Havchir aad | Buni
"_"' 5 ARlley 13 et '-1':
A ' 'K Nabidean  LF Tl & Rissesr]
oy m‘lsscuniwumm Yl Young{h 0
o O el 10
" r— Fhrtastan ! Inchoon [ree]
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1924-25 (cont.)
March 1925

District 11 Tournament

(This was the first yr of dist 11, then it became dist
25 for 3 yrs effective the 1930-31 season, then dist
24 from 1933-34 and thereafter)

1925 (PINE RIVER)
First Round
Aitkin bye.
WVadena 18, Pine River 20,
Srosby-Ironton 15, Brainerd 8
3taples 13, Little Falls 8, '
Semi-Finals
\itkin 11, Crosby-Ironton 18,
’ine River 14, Staples 12,
Championship
Yne River 15, Grosbyalmntoré@i

1925 WHS

Yearbook Cover
(Wadena spelled backwards)

1925-26

Brownsey Doty Coach Rosenberger

Captain Krause Zosel Young

LINE UP
Right-Forward. s casr s nnnss
Left Forward
Center.
Right Guard
Left Guard....

L. Zosel—T. Doty
woenW. Krause—H. Zosel
—..V. Young—R. Brownsey
...G. Stevens—E. McBride
e e AL Zuehlke

SCHEDULE AND SCORES

Wadena vs. Menagha 23.0
Wadena vs. Brainerd 10-14
Wadena vs. Bertha 20-8

Wadena vs. Sebeka 16-15
Wadena vs. Staples 7-13
Wadena vs. Sebeka 19-10
Wadena vs. Henning 9-27
Wadena vs. Henning 287

Wadena vs. Brainerd 6.8

Wadena vs. Aitkin 15-19
Wadena vs. Staples 9-18
Wadena vs. Staples 18-19

Wadena 5-7
(regular season record)

District 11 Quarterfinal

Wadena 18 - Staples 19

(Brainerd went on to win the District Title)

Note
Head coach Mr. Rosenberger (1925-27)




1925-26 (cont.)

Dec 12, 1925

1 BRAINERD HIGH
.| DEFEATS WADENA,
*[ 14-10, LAST NIGHT

SCORE 10 TO 16 AT END OF THE
REGULAR FPLAYING
FERIOD

IN OVEBTIME PERIOD BRAINERD
AMASSED FOUR
FOINTS

Brolierd RMgh wehool  haskecthall
pmiin woit {ast nlght from the Wo-!
dunpn Bl I £ overtime conlest,
14 1 1%, 1L whR played g4l-thy Wa-
dena high pelinl,

At the ond of fHE regulnr pisying
perlil the mooro was B0 Ly 10, Al
the amd of the At wrertime pcriﬂd
Areluprd wphasml Four more poinis,
winning the gamn,  This a thie dcat
copfernnea Zoite of the ecapch  Fod
Hrainerl,

Whhilock, ovnler, played oxéop-

Llgually well for the Ioeais.  Adams
of Bi. Clowl wag raferre and his de-
elnlonn wera woll mede, working un-
der the dHOCcillve of B pobF gYins
marlmn whieh matecinlly slowed up
the gnmin.
The celling of the Walena gym in
auly twa feet from thie bonkuets. The
ezl game of tho Jocals will o al
Bealnord with Pfae River high as
conlestanta. Thls s o coulerchod
garme a1 s hoped -the team will
L+ well supgareed, na Lhey glyse prom-
Qine of plaging eredliable bawkalball
tIliH Redsan,

-y

=27

T ool S

WORE e e owr W

fm b Wb R

1926 District 11 Tournament

1926 (BRMNE&D)
~ First Round
Pine River 21, Aitkin 186,
Brafnerd 20, Motley 18,
Crosby-Ironton 34, Little Falls
Staples 19, Wadena 18,
Semi-Finals
Crosby-Ironton 21, Staples 18.
Brainerd 30, Pine River 6.
Championship
Brainerd 18, Crosby-Ironton 18.
| I

L

1926-27

Jan 22,1927

WADENA: uaam ll!' STAR IEP-.;

mmmmmmma

mnnmnmumm
'TI0W, HOPLE TO CONTIRUE -
WESNING ETREAX

“wia foet ‘Jgrketintl wnmr  tach
s¥ltb -an, enviable roputation: and &
qlﬂﬁrmlnnﬂun Gf - Inring -u atporinr
el (o the Gilier,. Wil Lo el 19
arllan tpoighs nt he gk - geloof
gymuonainm B 1he Woaidrne, guine aml
Liw Yeainerd doys who will Hne up
In nnnﬂmr conlervoes Tiglile;

Wodena Will bring to Arainenl it
i voleran team ol wlieh i Egre-
mihiE per, Heyold Bl W ctletvny:
to peinloe (Lo lecnle,.  Wailion niny-'
ks chpvae worked 1ogether oo Nanksl-
ball conueln fav glie lesd Ewo iyl Fhireme
srars Bnd hove perfoclal 5 very gad
rqund io 1he fnbllowing: Hurold Zodel,
Yerl Young, Edwin MeDelde, Bubnl
Browning, Arthbr Suihile.
Wiualrng has pul the Banke! wn
Ihe fpllowkng tvmins thin Year, Tang
Tealete, Mollop, %3-1, Hrapbis al
Blaplen,. 14-13; Piar Rlver, 34, noil

1iumg sight downed Ml.l:ln. M IuF Un-
Auufvnied, ZH-10;

Ao biiuad feud wbdedebr Bocem ad T Ikila

1926-27 Roster
Browning, Ralph
McBride, Edwin

Young, Verl
Zosel, Harold
Zuehlke, Arthur




1926-27 (cont.)

Jan 24, 1927

WADENA BEATS BRAINERD| |

WADENAS CEWTER, Yous,
ﬂHﬂT §RIELD uom ). |
. FIRST 4 MINUTES
Wadenn by conguering Bmlnnrd
Hnturﬂny nlght 104, wan pblo Lo re-
‘tun th (n Monse s, Htld1, the' onvi
nod only undefeated foam In the.dis-
iiet,  Trockway, af Staplon refereed

VISITING (OAUERS WIN FROM|
- 1 -

1926-27 (cont.)

Jan 27,1927

WADENA HIGH WINS AGAIN

| nn ATTDR 1IN [ e o 5 precity 8o sacs iy |

BRAINERDLED
610 1 ATEND
OF THE HALF

TOCALS: m:‘ GIVE. WAY COM-
H.’E'!"E.'LY IE uar WY
-QUAETERS
TURUSUAL GOATS MADE BY THE
WADENA BOYS LAST

HIGHET

Woilene  highw | school  defeated
Bralucnl high ot Wadena, 17 1o &,
Tunt nighe.

Hraknvrd 16d €-1 a1 the end of the
half but gave.way -complelely: in thie
lamt 1wg quartsrs’ whiie Wadenz phl-
e up score gfinr mnﬂ

Wailens wus hald gnalleae In the
firft 15 minwWtam of play, after which
Boss!, Y0 Talilng Lo 1he Ooor gave Lho
Lalt an upwhard #hobn Janding it in
ther Nankel, Wedabo THDA Wenk wild
over bolh the unnydel Eosal mod the
tact 1hat they fiad two “poldis ‘on
the sghrehoard 4o thelr cradit, Youny,
the mineationil center Arlibbled down
the righl slde of the ¢ourt npd with
a right hendsd shaot ade: :nnth:r
Lanket. From_ this uifie on the

firninerd gusards were completely be-
wildernd snd ¢bo-frnm wWas oul whot
nnd outplayed for (n eent of the
tirrlnd. Cirlhnld of Gt Tloud refececd.

March 1927
District 11 Tournament Results

1927 (CROSBY-IRONTON)
_ First Round
Little Falls 31, Wadena 9,
Crosby-Ironton 40, Pine River 18.
Brainerd 17, Staples 11,
Altkin 28, Motley 14.
: Sem!-Finals
_ Brainerd 14, Littie Falls 11.
Crosby-Ironton 21, Aitkin 17,

Champlonship
Crosby-Ironton 21, Brainerd 20,




1927-28

Feb 7, 1928

IBRAINERD FORCES VICTORY FROM
WADENA IN BIG GAME OF WEEK-END

} "IEIE Il.m uu far the Woindona gaww ] -II
win-ae follows:
‘mﬁ"m Fe. P Tl
B PO B S
Lottrayhn - A B 3
{8adn e 2 n 1"
FWelliver e D L 1
Puller e e 4 F
Goblow ..........cccooofiee e L) 1]
Tl M 1 B !
1 Wadoag ¥ FL.Th i
! Lo | R — 2 & AP
B LTI ET T RO, R S { |
Herowagsy v 8 M
] RL LT T RR: N T
T S T T » [
E 1 - —_ !
k b 11T ) kI B T ‘I

1927-28 Roster

(see above box score)

THE SRAMERD BANY DIPATEH, SRASERS, WSHESOTA

DISPATCH SELECTS MYTHICAL ALL DISTRICT CAGE QUINTS

Young All-District 11

WISE, GUIN GET
THE UNCHALLENGED
CHOICE ON SQUAD 1

YOUNG, WADENA GUARD, SHIFT.
ED TO LEFT FORWARD POSI-
TION AND CAPTAIN

11TH DIST. CAGE BALL STACKS
UP FAVORABLY WITH BEST
IN STATE THIS YEAR

DISTRICT SELECTIONS *'

First Team

| ngllt forward—Wise, Brainerd. |
| Left forward— ‘mum, Wadenn, |
| Captain,

| Center—Guin, Brainerd. |
| Right guard-—Sandovich. Croshy- |
|  Ironten. |
t Left puard—~OCGreenno, Staples, |

1927-28 (cont.)

1928 District 11 Tournament

- 1028 (BRAINERD)

| First Round
Wadena 17, Aitkin 14,
Motley bye.
Menahga 9, Crosby-Ironton 35,
Brainerd 31, Little Falls 18,
Pine River 8 Staples 20,
Wadena 38, Motley 12
Crosby-Ironton bye.
Brainerd 11, Staples 10
. Semi-Finals »
Wadena 17, Crosby Iromon 22

~ Bralnerd byp

o Ohamplﬂathlp ”
Brainerd 20, Crosby-Ironton 14,




1928-29

Basketball

t Row: Olin, Anderson, Fischer, Brownsey.
avis, Zosel, Schmidt.

Wadena 4-1
(conference record)

District 11 Quarterfinal

Wadena 32 - Brainerd 38
(C-1 won the District Title)

1928-29 (cont.)
1929 District 11 Tournament

m (CROSBY-IRONTON)
First Round

Aftkin 19, Motley 9.
Crosby-Ironton bye.
Little Falls 29, Menahga 16.
Brainerd 38, Wadena 32,
Staples 41 Pine River 14,
Aitkin 14, Cmby-!rontun a1,
Little Falls bye.
Brainerd 24, Staples 21.

: Semi-Finals :
Crosby-Ironton 29, Little Fallt 16
Brainerd bye.

- Champlonship
Cmsby-lronton 82, Brainerd 20,

Note:
Head coach Tony Chermak (1927-1937)

The history of basketball began with its invention in 1891
in Springfield, Massachusetts by Canadian physical
education instructor James Naismith as a less injury-
prone sport than football.




Decade Highlights

The 1930’s (6 pgs)
-Achievement Highlights of the 1930’s - Teams/Players

Team Highlights including:
1934 District 24 Champs
1936 District 24 and Region 6 Champs, Minnesota State Runner-up

Player Highlights: Askew, Miller, Schiller, Garr and Browne

-The Coaches of the 1930’s

Coaches: Chermak and Schunert

-Affiliations with Conferences and Districts in the 1930’s

Conference: Central Eight
Districts: Districts 11, 25 and 24

The 1940’s (5 pgs)
-Achievement Highlights of the 1940’s - Teams/Players

Team Highlights including:
1943 District 24 Champs

Player Highlights: Frost, Schmitz, Wilcox and Hedstrom

-The Coaches of the 1940’s

Coaches: Schunert, Wolverton, Sand, Mower and Held

-Affiliations with Conferences and District

Conferences: Central Eight and Central Ten
District: District 24

The 1950’s (6 pgs)
-Achievement Highlights of the 1950’s - Teams/Players

Team Highlights including:
1959 Mid-State Conference Champs

Player Highlights: Hedstrom, Merickel, Shearer, Gaslin and Phillips

-The Coaches of the 1950’s

Coaches: Held, Hadden, Gray, Hasbrouck and Willis

-Affiliations with Conferences and District 24

Conferences: Lake Region and Mid-State
District: District 24



1930’s

Achievement Highlights

Teams

Players

1934 Team

District 24
Record: 9-1 (1st)

Tournament; Champions!
(35-20 win vs Brainerd)

Wadena s Super:or Team Routs Warrlors
BRAINERD CAGE FANS GIRD TO SUPPORT WADENA IN REGIONAL

Region 6

20-17 loss vs Alexandria

1935 Team

District 24 Record: 5-5 (T-3rd)
District Championship Game
Croshy-Ironton - 33

Wadena - 9

(NOTE: On Feb 23rd, at C-I, Wadena won 30-27)

1936 Team

Central Eight Conference (Only Yr)
Record: 9-1 (2nd)

District 24

Record 8-1 (T-1st)

Wadena Dethrones C- 1

Tournament: Champlonsl
Wadena beat C-1 22-19

Region 6 - Champions!
25-20 win vs Moorhead
26-18 win vs Morris

WINS REGION SIX CHAMPIONSHIP

State Tournament - Runner-up
20-18 win vs Sleepy Eye

28-27 win vs Buhl

26-20 loss vs Bemidiji

‘THE BRAINERD DAELY DISPATCH, BRAINERD, NINNESOTA

Meets Bemidiji for State Title

1937 Team

Overall Record 15-8

District 24 Championship Game
Crosby-Ilronton - 42

Wadena - 36

*Askew 1930-34

(maybe 1929-1930 also)

Four-year starter (maybe five-year)
1934 All-Dist 24 (“Honorable Mention” 1931)

*An Askew had been the
starting center since the
1929-30 season. If the
same person, then he was
; " on varsity since 8th grade.

Eddie Miller 1933-36
Three-year starter

2X All-District 24
All-Region 6
All-State

Philip Schiller 1933-37

Three-year starter
All-District 24
All-Region 6

Glenn Garr 1933-36
All-District 24
All-Region 6

Bill Browne 1934-36
2X All-District 24
All-Region 6

The Sleepy Eye-Wadena game,
-non by Wadena, 20 to 18, in the
Final second of play when Jimmy
Browne dropped in a lon_g_shot was,
of course, the most thrilling of the.
Jay.
Brown’s Shot Honey
Wadena never ‘had the lead
until the game ___wgs,oye_r The
NOTE: Bill (not Jimmy) Browne




Wadena Indians Basketball
Coaches of the 1930’s

Coaches Comments
Hometown
Manitowoc, Wisconsin
College
1926-37 Stout University, 1926
Tony Chermak Notes

Upon leaving Wadena Anton “Tony” and Agnes Chermak
returned to his hometown of Manitowoc, Wisconsin to coach
and teach industrial arts until his retirement.

Wadena High School
Coaching Achievements:

Minnesota State Tournament
-1936 Runner-up (26-20 vs Bemidiji)

Reqgion 6 Tournament
-1934 semi final loss to Alexandria 20-17
-1936 Champions

District 24 Tournament
-1934 and 1936 Champions
-1935 and 1937 Runners-up

1937-41
James Schunert

Schunert was the assistant coach under Tony Chermak for
the 1936-37 team and became the head coach for the next
four seasons.




Wadena Basketball
1930’s Team Affiliation

In the 1930’s, collectively, Wadena, Aitkin, Brainerd, Crosby-Ironton, Little Falls and
Staples were members of three different districts at various times. The district member
schools were constant but not their assigned district number.

During the 1930’s Wadena had no conference affiliation except in 1935-36 when they
joined the new Central Eight conference. After that one year they inexplicably dropped

out.

Conference Affiliation

Central Eight Conference
(1935-36)

Aitkin, Alexandria, Brainerd, C-l,

! MID-STATE CONFERENCE !
(Final snnd!nqn

L Pct. TP OP

Croaby-Ironton S 3 625

Wadena '3 3 61 53 4
Little Falls, St Cloud, Staples and 'iﬁﬁ: 17 0% :t:l
Wadena.
| WADENA MAY DROP OUT OF
The Bending: to| CENTRAL EIGHT H. S. CONFERENCE
grm“zmton edes b gi l 6&%6 ) : | 1
Wadena .....eove0ee 8 1 509 g SI’RPRlSE Ac 0
5@3}}1@3 vicssssenssess B 8 M : AD ]
A‘ﬁx&ﬁdﬂ& sessssascs & 4 500 WILl NOT ARTLUE
$¥. Cloud srasREIENEE o 4 500 ¥l 20 ol
Brainerd ..cveveveses & g .3@9 i CAGE SCH{EBU E
Little Fails vemsennter 9 9 Q50 Ji
'&‘ﬂkia Y Y I T 1 8 -111 wi The newly organized Central
————- to Eight high school conference today

Crosby-Ironton today rested on ed qu!.t!d-tl'ae lflm_, br:ak_ in n.u.l:on_a_p;c:
tho crest of tho first busketbnil|co| [mkeun M Wadent wring b
championship in  the recentlyjhl ‘ence mmpe‘éitiom

4 mgh ] Tl otfification €ame as u
fﬂ:‘mﬂ? .G??_tm%- I .t eﬁﬁi{ﬁ;?ﬂ?ﬁ, p;-is;e ': oi.hc(; t;:ﬂn:tm:f th': :o::

ference.
December 9, 1935
Brainerd Daily Dispatch
Central Eight Champion Season Wadena Place - Record
Crosby-Ilronton (11-1) 1935-36 2nd (9-1)




Wadena Basketball
1930’s Team Affiliation

District Affiliation

District affiliation for Wadena basketball as a “large school” member, along with Aitkin,
Brainerd, Crosby-Ironton, Little Falls and Staples, changed frequently in the early years.
Wadena went from District 6 to District 11 effective the 1924-25 season. For the 1930-
31 season these “large schools” were reassigned as District 25. Effective 1933-34 they
all became members of District 24. Their large school district colleagues had remained
the same regardless of their district number.

District 24
1936-37

FINAL DISTRICT STANDINGNS

W 1. Pet
Croshy-Ironton ... 9 1 900
Brainerd ..coorveeeeee. T3 LT00
Staples ..o 6 4600
Wadena ........... B 4 558
Little Falls .......... 2 8 200
Aitkin e, 01 000

District 24 Tournament Format
(Dist 11/ Dist 25)

Through the 1930 District 11 tournament there was no sub-district. In the 1930 district
tournament Crosby-Ironton and New York Mills received first-round byes. The remaining
12 teams (five large and seven small schools) reduced their numbers to six after the
first round, leaving the tournament with eight teams. After District 11 became District
25, and with the creation of a sub-district, the format of the District 25 (1931-1933) and
District 24 (post 1933) tournaments had two components. First, the small schools
competed in the sub-district tournament. The champion and runner-up (usually) would
then be seeded in the district tournament with the six large schools. The top four large
schools would be seeded accordingly and their first-round opponents would be
assigned or randomly picked.



Wadena Basketball
1930’s Team Affiliation

District 11 - District 25 - District 24

Large Schools

Aitkin
Brainerd
Crosby-Ironton
Little Falls
Staples
Wadena

)

)
S 2

Le.
A

Gz
!

\ A

Small Schools*
Backus
Menahga
Motley
New York Mills
Pequot Lakes
Pine River
Sebeka
Verndale

District 24

(See “**Note” next page)

**

P ———
&

k3

Ty

*By 1940 Hewitt and Pillager joined the dist 24 small schools.

Brackets for District Nc;._24 Tourney Eliminations

Crosby-fronton )
v. T1:15P.M -

Pine River
Aitkin

vi. $:30P.M. -
Brainerd \

Wadena

Friday

1:15P. M.

)

Championship )

1935
District
Champion

Satorday

vi. B:J0P. M. l
Little Falls

New York Mills )

Friday

8:00 P. M.

820D M '\

|
S

vs. 6:00P. M. -
Staples )




Wadena Basketball
, - - -
1930’s Team Affiliation
District 24 Champions
District 24 Sub-District 24
1930 Cl 27 (Dist 11) 1930  No sub-district (until 1930-31)
Brainerd 24 (just 14-team District 11 tournament)
1931 Brainerd 19 (Dist 25) 1931 PineRiver  winner
C-l 18 Pequot Lakes (score unknown)
1932  C-l 26 (Dist 25) 1932 \N/f(rl\f)ldale 30
Staples 22 8
1933  Brainerd 25 (Dist 25) 1933 Sebleka 2 (default)
Little Falls 19 Motley 0
1934 Sebeka winner
1934 Wadena 35
Brainerd 20 NYM (score unknown)
1935 NYM 32
1935  C-l 33 YM
Wadena 9 Pine River 25
1936 Verndale 25
1936 Wadena 22 ) -
C-l 19 Pine River 18
1937 Verndale 40
1937 C-l 42
Wadena 36 Pequot Lakes 17
1938 Verndale 37
1938 C-l 29
Staples 26 Pequot Lakes 20
1939 Brainerd 27 1939 ?ebekaL y 13
Staples 19 equot Lakes

**Note in the above 1935 tournament brackets on the previous page that the sub-district champion (New
York Mills) and the runner-up (Pine River) are seeded in the District 24 Tournament brackets.

EATLEDAY, MARCH 14 105

THE BEASERI BAILY DISPATCR. BRANERD. MINNESDI &

PAGL EIVEN

Wadena Goes to State Taking Regional Title

4 & &

L

L

4 2 %

444

)

K




1940’s

Achievement Highlights

Teams Players
1940 Team
Duane Frost 1937-40
Reqgular Season
Record: 15-8
o Three-year starter
District 24

Record: 7-4 (3rd)

District 24 Quarterfinal
32-26 loss vs Little Falls

1943 Team

Wadena Wins District 24 Cage Title
Reqgular Season
Record: unknown

District 24
Record: unknown

District 24 Championship
33-25 win vs Crosby-Ironton

1944 Team

Reqgular Season
Record: 17-5

Central Eight Conference (1st Yr)
Record: 6-3 (2nd-T)

District 24

Record: 8-2 (1st-T)

District 24 Championship

38-27 loss vs Crosby-Ironton
Dist 24 Runner-up (2nd)

$P:ORTS

et

2X All-District 24 team

Dick Schmitz 1941-44

Three-year starter
2X All-District 24
All-Conf Central 8

Bruce Wilcox 1942-45

Three-year starter
2X All-District 24
All-Conference Central 8

Bob Hedstrom 1947-50

Three-year starter
2x All-District 24
All-Conference Central 10




Wadena Indians Basketball

Coaches of the 1940’s

Coaches

Comments

1937-41
James Schunert

Schunert was the assistant coach under Tony Chermak for
the 1936-37 team and became the head coach for the next
four seasons.

1941-42
Mr.
Wolverton

1942-43
Arthur
Sand

Wadena Wins
District 24 Cage Title

1943-45
Robert Mower

1945-50
Shirley (S.L.) Held

Hometown
Kenyon, Minnesota

College
Macalester College - Class of 1940

Moorhead Teacher's College

Notes

-WWII Captain U.S. Air Force

-Superintendent Worthington Schools 1962-1982
-Macalester Athletic Hall of Fame - 1994
-Earned 8 letters in basketball, football and golf




Wadena Basketball
1940’s Team Affiliation

The one constant affiliation for Wadena basketball was being a “large school” member
of District 24. They had no conference affiliation during the 1939-43 seasons. Wadena
joined the Central Eight conference for the 1943-44 season. They competed in the
Central Eight conference through the 1947-48 season. After that year the conference
expanded its membership, adding Aitkin and Detroit Lakes, and became the Central
Ten conference. Wadena basketball competed in the Central Ten conference for only

one season, 1948-49.

Conference Affiliations

Central Eight Conference
(seasons 1943-48)

Central Ten Conference
(season 1948-49)

: Aitkin
Alexandria | ey -9 Central Ten Standings
CENTRAL EIGHT CONFERENCE .
Bemidiji (Final Slandings) e Alexandria
Brainerd Bt w5 m ?,p i}emndjx w10 1909 Bemld]'
8. Cloud Tech .9 01000 326 350 BRAINERD ........9 6 .600 Brainerd
Crosby-lronton Widoms 10 s Wadema ... ...ccee:9 8 80
emidjl 6 3 667 324 200 St. Cloud Tech ..,.. :
Little Falls (‘nwhvjlu.n'nn 76 538 M5 4 Little Falls ........ 70 4% Crosby-lronton
St Cloud Tech e e Detroit Lakes
Staples Little Falls ..310 238 366 421 2?:;?: Lakes ... ?15 3;?{ Little Falls
Alexandria 2 7 222 218 325 S A ¢
Wadena p — B St Cloud Tech
Staples
Wadena
Central 8/10 Champions Contf. Wadena Place - Record
1944 St Cloud Tech (9-0) C-8 2nd (6-3)
1945 unknown C-8 unknown
1946 Crosby-Ironton (11-1) C-8 8th (0-12)
1947 Crosby-Ironton (7-1) (as of Feb 11) | C-8 8th (1-11)
1948 unknown C-8 8th (0-7 on Jan 24)
1949 Alexandria (11-1) C-10 3rd (9-6)




Wadena Basketball
1940’s Team Affiliation

District 24

As was true in the 1930’s, district affiliation was treated much like a conference during

the regular season. The six large district 24 teams’ standings in district 24 play were
reported throughout the season.

1948-49
District 24 Standings
(Final)
W L. Pet.
BRAINERD ........ 8 2 .800
Wadena ...........7T 3 .700
Crosbhy-Ironton .....6 4 .700|
Staples . ......,...5 5 .500
Little Falls ........4 6 .400
Aitkin ... ... ....... 0 10 .000

District 24 Tournament Format

The format of the district 24 tournament in the 1940's continued to have two
components. First the small schools competed in the sub-district 24 tournament. The
champion and runner-up (usually) would then be seeded in the district 24 tournament
with the six large schools. The top four large schools would be seeded accordingly and
their first-round opponents would be assigned or randomly picked.

District 24

Large Schools
Aitkin
Brainerd
Crosby-Ilronton
Little Falls
Staples
Wadena

Small Schools

Backus
Hewitt
Menahga
Motley
New York Mills
Pequot Lakes
Pillager
Pine River
Sebeka
Verndale




LI ¢ o o 0 e o o o
1943 District 24 Tournament Pairings

TUESDAY l THURSDAY FRIDAY

Crosby-Iront

V::—; d}; l:on on ’ Crosby-Ironton e

WEDNESDAY

Brainerd } Brainerd 2“1“1";

Hewitt

Wadena

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Liyltle Falls l Wadena 5

Wareon s | Wadena

TUESDAY

Staples } Aitkin

Aitkin

District 24 Champions
District 24 Sub-District 24

1940 C-I 28 1940 Pine River 37

Staples 23 Sebeka 24
1941 C-l 32 1941 Pequot Lakes 21

Staples 28 Verndaler 19
1942 C-l 20 1942 Pine River 22

Little Falls 17 Hewitt 14
1943 Wadena 33 1943 Verndale 28

C-l 25 Hewitt 22
1944 C-l 38 1944 Verndale 38

Wadena 27 Sebeka 24
1945 C-l 38 1945 NYM 24

Brainerd 25 Verndale 15
1946 C-I 47 1946 NYM 24

Staples 45 Verndale 18
1947 C-l 34 1947 Sebeka 34

Staples 29 Verndale 29
1948 C-l 39 1948 Verndale 34

Staples 38 NYM 26
1949 Brainerd 33 1949 Verndale 35

Little Falls 28 Backus 25

*Note in the above 1943 tournament brackets that sub-district champion (Verndale) and runner-up
(Hewitt) are seeded in the District 24 Tournament brackets.



1950’s

Achievement Highlights

Teams Players
1950 Team Bob Hedstrom 1947-50
Reqgular Season 37 pts vs Brainerd 12/6/49
December 6, 1949 win 31 pts in Dist 24 semifinals
61-54 vs Brainerd (22-1) Three-year starter
) 2x All-District 24 Team

Record: 17-6 All-Conf Central 10
District 24

Season record: 8-2 (2nd)
Tournament: Runner-up (2nd)
50-47 loss vs Brainerd

Pat Merickel 1948-50

1959 Team 59 pts 1950 Dist 24 tourney
Reqular Season Dick Shearer 1953-56
Opened season 12-0 Three-year starter

2x Mid-State scoring leader
2x All-Conference - Mid-State
District 24 scoring leader

Season Record: 16-5

Mid-State Conference

Record: 5-3 (1St-T) 2x All-District 24
’ mr»rrar:: CONFERENCE ' MM;: y é“;;f:n—‘
v ieal Slandlngy) o OB mf:d All-State
gi":g::‘ii?:ﬁ’."f. R R RN Bill Gaslin 1956-59
Staples ..l .4 4 300 468 44y | Three-year starter
g rumn e BT A Mid State scoring leader
: 2x All-Conference Mid-State
District 24 scoring leader e
District 24 All-Region 6 g
Season Record: 7-3 (1st) 3x All-State Team of the Week
Tournament: Runner-up (2nd) 1959 MN All-State Team of the Year

73-68 loss vs Aitkin

Sam Phillips 1956-59
R S Three-year starter

Q 2x All-Conf Mid-State
i All-Region 6
-zl 2x All-State Team of the Week

A day away from basketball




Wadena Indians Basketball
Coaches of the 1950’s

Coaches Comments

Hometown
Kenyon, Minnesota

1945-50
S.L. (Shirley) Held | |College
Macalester College - Class of 1940
Moorhead Teacher's College

Notes

-WWII Captain U.S. Air Force

-Superintendent Worthington Schools 1962-1982
-Macalester Athletic Hall of Fame - 1994
-Earned 8 letters in basketball, football and golf

Hometown
Unknown

1950-52

Russell Hadden

College
Unknown

gty £ Notes
A -Hadden taught math and coached football and basketball in
s N Mound Westonka Schools for 19 years before retiring.

Hometown

Cass Lake, Minnesota
1952-53

Weldon “Buzz” Gray | | College

Hamline University

Moorhead Teacher's College

Notes

-1934 Minnesota All-State Basketball Team

-1934 Minnesota High School State Tournament

j -Hamline University All-Conference Basketball & Baseball

! -Hamline Athletic Hall of Fame 1982

-Coached Appleton High School to 1952 State Tournament
-U.S. Navy 4 years

-20 years President of Earls Bakery, Inc. Grand Forks, ND




Wadena Indians Basketball

Coaches of the 1950’s

Coaches

Comments

1953-55

Edward Hasbrouck

Hometown
Marshall, Minnesota

College
St John's University

Notes
-Played basketball at St John's
-Coached Albany to 2 region tournaments in three years

1955-64

Harold L. Willis

Hometown
Hendricks, Minnesota

College
South Dakota State University

Notes

-Hendricks High School Athletic Hall of Fame 2016
-Minnesota HS State Track Meet 1944 - 2nd place mile run
-7 letters at SDSU - basketball (4), track (2), football (1)
-Ortonville, MN coach 1955 MN State Basketball
Tournament




The one constant affiliation for Wadena basketball was being a “large school” member
of District 24 along with Aitkin, Brainerd, Crosby-Ironton, Little Falls and Staples . The
conference affiliation with other teams was a different story. Wadena basketball left the
Central Ten* conference after the 1948-49 season. After that year that conference
membership changed often and was different for different sports. For basketball the
Central Ten became the Central Seven and then the Central Six (Wadena was not a
member of either) and football still had a Central Ten Conference (Wadena was a
member). It is known Wadena basketball was a member of the Lake Region
Conference in the 1950-51 season. It is possible they were also members in the year
prior and likely members through the 1953-54 season, after which Wadena joined the
new Mid-State Conference effective the 1954-55 school year.

Conference Affiliations

Lake Region Conference
1950-51 T
Mid-State Conference]

(Effective 1954-55 season)

LAKE REGION CONFERENCE STANDINGS

TEAM [ POT. Aitkin*
Detrels akes & 2 Lo Crosby-Ironton*
Alexandria 6 2 . 750 H
beatts 3¢ 3B Park Rapids
T me 17 Staples*
Wadena
Credit to the team and the student body
' for Wadena being awarded the Sportsman- H
ship Trophy for 1950-1951. MID-STATE CONFERENCE
{Final Standings)
L Pct. TP OP
Melrose won the Lake Region Conference title for the Croaby-Ironton 5 3 .625 394 «id4
1950-51 season. No other information was available. ai‘.":mi‘?“‘ : g :2:: :;: f}:
Staples 4 4 500 449 44
[Ankin 1T 128 ass 410
|

*For the 1949-50 season the Central Ten had become the Central Seven after Wadena, Alexandria and Detroit Lakes left the
conference. After one season the Central Seven became the Central Six with the departure of Bemidji. The Central Six
Conference existed intact for the remainder of the 1950’s and once the Mid-State Conference was formed for the 1954-55
season Aitkin, Crosby-Ironton and Staples competed in both the Central Six and Mid-State conferences.

Mid-State Champions Wadena Place - Record
1955 Staples, C-I (record unknown) 3rd - (4-4)
1956 Aitkin (7-1) 4th - (3-5)
1957 Aitkin (6-1) 5th - (0-8)
1958 C-I (7-1) 5th - (2-6)
1959 Wadena, Park Rapids, C-I (5-3) 1st - (5-3)




Wadena Basketball
1950’s Team Affiliation

District 24

As was true in the 1930’s and 40’s, district affiliation continued to be treated much like a

conference during the regular season. The six large district 24 teams’ standings in
district 24 play were reported throughout the season.

DISTRICT 24

WL Pct. TP OP |
Wadena T A 875 556 499
Crosby-Ironton 7 3 .700 5985 3576 |
Little Falls .....5 3 625 457 438
Aitkin 3 6 333 512 483
Brainerd 3 & 333 515 586
BB  cesiii 3 ¥ J25 449 483 |

District 24 Tournament Format

With some exceptions the general format of the District 24 tournament in the 1950's had
two components as in the past. First the small schools competed in the Sub-District 24
tournament. The champion and runner-up would then be seeded in the District 24

tournament with the six large schools.

District 24 Schools

Large Schools

Wadena at Brainard - 1958

Small Schools

Aitkin Backus
Brainerd Hewitt*
Crosby-Ironton Menahga
Little Falls Motley
Staples New York Mills
Wadena Pequot Lakes
B T Pillager
Pine River
Sebeka
Verndale

*Consolidated with Bertha effective 1953-54 season and left
District 24.




Wadena Basketball
1950’s Team Affiliation

District 24 Champions
District 24 Sub-District 24
1950 Brainerd 50 1950 Pillager 53
Wadena 47 Verndale 45
1951 Brainerd 34 1951 Backus43
C-l 33 Pine River 39
1952 C-l 44 1952 Verndale 59
Staples 28 New York Mills 52
1953 Brainerd 54 1953 Verndale 63
C-l 45 Menahga 48
1954 Brainerd 63 1954 Verndale 61
C-l 42 Sebeka 40
1955 Staples 52 1955 Backus 43
Brainerd a7 Menahga 41
1956 Little Falls 63 1956 Verndale 51
Aitkin 51 Sebeka 48
1957 Brainerd 61 1957 Pequot Lakes 68
Aitkin 59 Pine River 38
1958 Brainerd 63 1958 Pine River 44
C-l 52 Pequot Lakes 31
1959 Aitkin 73 1959 Verndale 56
Wadena 68 Pine River 44

Note in these 1950 tournament brackets that sub-district champion

Dlstncl 24 Tourney Schedule March 8, 9 10
+ WEDSNEDAY

THURSDAY

SPORTS

‘Brainerd Daily Dispaich, Thursday, March 9, 1850

FRIDAY

Pillager and runner-up Verndale are seeded in the District 24 L Sl L
tournament brackets. In the quarterfinals Verndale was beat by { ot oo ) i
Brainerd and Pillager was victorious over Staples. Pillager ended up e
losing to Wadena in the semifinals and Wadena lost to Brainerd in Aitkin (40) i coNsoLATION,

the championship game 50-47.

(8:30 P. M.}

(7:00P. M.)

At Wadena At Wadena

)
J
C1(28) 5
/

CHAMPIONSHIP
(8:30 P.'M.)

d
i Pillager (48) | Staples

[ Sugles (45) ) (rl-fti;:;:n;{l;)

e —

) Pillager
Wadena (62) Wadena

[ Little Falls (59) } (8:30 P. M.)




Teams by Year

1930-39 Teams (11 pgs)

Rosters, Records

1940-49 Teams @1 pgs)
i and Results

1950-59 Teams (11 pgs)

For each decade listed there is a one page (maybe two) summary for each season.
Three decades
Thirty seasons
Thirty-three pages
There are many team pictures and news clippings with team and personal awards and

stats. Much of what you will find comes straight out of old WHS year books.

Wadena High School Year Books

1930’s 1940’s 1950’s




The 1930’s Seasons




Wadena Indians Basketball
1929-30

Roster / Records

Results

Anderson agane

Zozel, 1.
Askew Hanson, 1.
Flenner Asliew, o,
Hanson Anderaon, k.
Johnson, C Olin, g

Flinner, 1
Johnson, R Johnson, .
Koch || oop. &.
Olin 2. Johnaon, g
Zosel

No team records for 1929-30 are known,
only the results of the District 11 tournament
games. In addition to the scores below,
Wadena defeated Verndale 33-26 for the
right to compete in the 8-team District 11
tournament.

1930 (CROSBY-IRONTON)
First Round
Brainerd 19, Little Falls 18.
Crosby-Ironton 40, Aitkin 24,
Wadena 36, New York Mills 17,
Staples 37, Menahga 12,
Semi-Finals
Crosby-Ironton 31, Wadena 9,
Brainerd 24, Staples 23.
Champlonship
Crosby-Ironton 27, Brainerd 24.

Team
The 1930 District 11 tournament had no sub-
district tournament and included 14 schools
(six large and eight small). Crosby-Ironton and
New York Mills each received a bye while the
remaining 12 teams reduced their numbers to
six after a “play-in” round, leaving the
tournament with eight teams. Wadena
defeated Verndale 33-26 in their “play-in”
game to qualify for the District 11 tournament.

Wadena went on to crush New York Mills 36-
17 in the first round quarterfinal and their
season ended with a 31-9 drubbing by
Crosby-Ironton in the semifinals.

Individual

R. Johnson of the Wadena was named to the

1927-37
Coach
Tony Chermak

Honorable Sention: Forwnrds, dohtt Frepleb, Tom Pamich, £ -1rah:
{on; Hoffmite, Sehuels, . Findet, Brainerd; Sulltenn, AMLI; Ko Juhison,
Veanciity Cnvanangh, Slapdes. Cenlers, Deellack, Llitle Falla: Joe Preribeh,

District 11 “Honorable Mention” team.

el N W
.
1¢

‘*nyuWW




Wadena Indians Basketball
1930-31

- ro ',‘,. sl 3 \ t | o &

Back Row: R.K. Rue asst. Coach, Zosel, Koch, Olin, Askew, Hanson, Coach Anton Chermak
Front Row: Jung, R. Johnson, Flenner, C. Johnson, Hack

District 25 Tournament The District 11 teams of last season were all
re-assigned to be the District 25 teams
1931 (BRAINERD) effective this 1930-31 season. The reason for
First Round the change is not known.

Little Falls 32, Pine River 26. e : e -
Aitkin 20, Pequot 13. ;zrairi;:‘ al;m_di Sz]Lutllg Ce]gtr?, an(;! lélisugcy
i . 20, Whic nciaaes rainerd, rosny-
Crosby-Ironton 38, Wadena 15. Ironton, Little Falls, Altkin, Staples,
Brainerd 23, Staples 21. ‘Wadena. .

Semi-Finals L
: .. Askew named to District 25 all-conference
Brainerd 38, Littl .‘ S
g e Faus 18 team, “ Honorable Mention.
- District Has Many Good Guards, Some Fair Forwards, While
_Br?::t?erd defeated C-I 19-18 Centers are Rather Weak
in title game T i
/ THE ALL-DISTRICT TEAM
Toxition Player School
FORWARD NICKANDER AITKIN
FORWARD POSTFR BRAINERD
1927-37 CENTER PERPICH  CROSBY-IRONTON
GUARD MARSHALL () BRAINERD
Coach GUARD OLSON CROSRY-IRONTON
j‘llll"!vil\ll:ll!.l-: }l1-7.\"!‘1“."—!’(!“\.\‘.“[!!5.' “l'i.“l‘l\ wmi I‘rtr‘l-‘mn ol
Tony Chermak e e YUl Crochrit uf Lot T Wie ot
::ml;:'r:':;‘ l.:-cr'l‘-u:mrnru;,"l‘;lnr ltl:hu;. M.‘:h‘h:m:- nt;. '\\’mlrnn. !
:::v:-'lrtll.ll-';:nlc‘lhé'.:li-t:mun »t”;::'fmu. Rivan of Atikn amd oo




Wadena Indians Basketball
1931-32

Roster / Records

Results

A. Anderson, F,
Zosel, ¥. ...
Askew, C. ...
ung, G. ..
Coch, G. .. ... .
Qower, K., . ]
"{ Johhson, F

Johnson, F,

)

R Y

District 25 Tournament

1932 (CROSBY-IRONTON)
' First Round
Little Falls 36, New York Mills 24.
Staples 32, Verndale 7.
Brainerd 22, Aitkin 14,
Crosby-Ironton defcated Wadena.
Semi-Finals
Crosby-Ironton 28, Little Falls 27.
Staples 19, Brainerd 17,
Championship
Crosby-Ironton 26, Staples 22,

District 25 Quarterfinal
Crosby-Ironton - 21
Wadena - 18

(C-I won the District 25 title with an 8
point margin in three ames)

1927-37

Coach
Tony Chermak

Team

1931-32 marked the second season of
competing as a District 25 team. This would
continue until the 1933-34 season at which
time it would become District 24. The reason
for the change is not known.

Crosby-Itontor (21)— FG. ¥FT. PF,
Tekatz, F. ... ...ccovevereen 1 2 0
Sernett, F. ... .. 1 i 0
Perpich, C. . v 3 2, 1
Dobervich, G. . ... e 1 0 4
Kosonen, G. . ... e 1 3 4
Turk, G creeeceeen. O 0 (1]
Brkkila, G. ... ... ... .. 0 4] 1]

111 I —— | 3 8
Wadasna (18)- ¥G. FT. PF.
4, Anderson, F. ........ 0 0 (1]
Zosel, F. ....ccoenn. .1 3 2
Askew, C. . § 2 4
Tung, G. . 1 1
TBawer, F, cvveecererraene. O 2 0
1. Johnson, F, w 0 0 1
C, Johnson, F. .0 0 0

Totals ... . 4 10 11

Bel’erees_—anlc Clevc. Al West-
!

Individual
Zosel named All-District 25 second team.

| The Brainerd Daily Dispatceh’s |/
| all-district stlectlons are herewith @]
| listed: Hy
FIRST TEAM
Forwards——l.ekatl, Croshy - Irau-l

—

|
i
| ton; Petorson, Staples. |
§ Center—-—l’erpich Crosbhy-Ironton. N
' Guards—Dobervich, Croshy-Iron- 7
i ton; Probstle, Btaples. i
; SECOND TEAM l
| Ferwards—Beveridge, Little

. Falls; Zosel, Wadenu.

1 Center—Sentry, Llttlc Falls.

| Guards — Kosanen, Croshy - Iron-
| ton; Larson, Brainerd,

|
i
|
|

o

|
THIRD TEAM !
Forwards—Sernett, Crouvby - Iron- |
ton; Swanson, Brainerd, " i
Center—Atkinvon, New York | ‘ 9
Mills. Ny
i Gamrds—Nickander, Attkin; Rid- -~ [j
! dle, Little Falls, L'
|  Honorable mention: Forwards— .,
| ¥oster, Brainerd: HFHnlladay, Sta-'
,[ ples; Spurrier, Ajtkin: Cenlers— !
' Card, Stapley; Gerry Wygle, Brauin- |
i erd; Guards—Walker, Btaples; !
i Brown, Altkin. :

E!}.‘/C-'J'




Wadena Indians Basketball
1932-33

Roster / Records

Results

Wadsna
C. Johnaon, ¥ .
R. Johneon, P
Askew, C _ .. .
West, G .. .|,
Guong.
Fieener F . ..
P, Johnson, Q. .

ke el |

*Jung

District 25 Tournament

1833 (BRAINERD)

' : First Round :
Little Falls 51, Bebeka 14,
,Crosby-Ironton 30, Pine River 17,
Brainerd 35, Aitkin 10,
Wadena 24, Staples 28,

_ Seml-Finals
“Little Falls 83, Wadena 25.
Brainerd 27, Crosby-Ironton 24.

- Champlonship
Bminerd 25, Little Falls 19.

NN
N

1927-37
Coach
Tony Chermak

Team
1932-33 marked the third and final season of
competing as a District 25 team.

standing of majer tenms cluse

playing schedule: 1, Staples; 2,
" Croshy-lronton;: ), Rralnerd: 0,
Little Falis. !

District 25 top four seeds

humacu) rG
Halbday, . ... 3
Toorn, £ e O
Card, ¢. 3
Proketls, . v }
wm.'-m:
Johneony, £ .. 1

-
.!poocu03a§ecunou3

Wadena 28)
C. Johneon, {. .. __
R. Johneon. [. ...
Askew, ¢
West, g. oo
Jung, B - e
aener. £. . .

—r o———

OO W
:l-nnnaoaplannu:ug

3l$ou°-m13luuuao-3

8|

Wadena upset the #1 seed
Staples 24-23 in the quarterfinals.

l ittle Fahlla Fie Ft F I'p
P Beverldze, F . [ 2 3 1
Johnron, F . .3 2 2 ;-
8enty, C AP | 1 4 { :
! Sehulthels G e .. 0 0 30 Little Fa”S'
tTarsen, G ... e O 2 #4 seed,
Weizel. G - ] o o defeated
: 1¢ 5 14 3] Wadena
[ { Wadona Fao ¥t F Tp 33-25in
biC. Johneon, ¥ .. ... 2 1 0 5 .
b {R. Jobnson, F ... 3 0 1 & the semi-
Askew, C _ . ... 1 2 K finals.
West, €3 . ... _ .. V¥ o 2 t
[ | Gung. G RPESTUOUT - B < S
| Fleener F R | [ 1 2
' P. Johnson, (, 1 t o 3
i — - —_ —
! 4 T 8 25




Wadena Indians Basketball
1933-34

Back Row: Sam Pierce, Phil Schiller, Glen "Red”
Garr, Warren Johnson (mgr), John Grogan, Bill
Prettyman, Frank (Wiener) Merickel

,Eg& ;:3“_\ b G & ' : 3’ Front Row: Leland “Squeak” Johnson, Harry

WA0EY, s, W\ A “Swede” West, Russ Askew, Wallace “Red” Smith,
9‘&‘ a 3‘\ a& S A Eddie “Skip” Miller
\ 2 e
I \W7/ay MDeg NNDEW, A JNMDEN) )\ \‘\\' ; : 2, 7
1927-37
Coach
Tony Chermak

From Wadena PJ
Date unknown

‘ W
Awoen ~ng£~)

Favorites to win Region 6. Success due to teamwork.
Leland “Squeek” Johnson, Harry “Swede” West, Russ Askew, Wallace “Red” Smith, Eddie “Skip” Miller

District Season Record 9-1 S remmo ==
. . . | Wadena s Super:or Team Routs Warriors
District 24 Champions! BRAINERD CAGE FANS GIRD TO SUPPORT WADENA IN REGIONAL

1934 (WADENA)

Bralnerd mtﬁ:u::lls 13, ASKEW, wBr AND
L ;’J":o;!;‘y-lronton 48, New York SMITH H 0 N 0 R E D

Wadena 34, Aitkin 19.
Staples 4, Soboka 12.° BY SELECTIONS|
Wadena 19, Crosby-Ironton 12,
Brainerd 25, Staples 17,

Champlonship | Yire Team |
Wadena 85, Brainerd 20, Parwanl -S:mlrh, Waden:
Fornard—Smith, Arsinerd
District 24 Champions Canter—Askew. Wadana.
e d—Clan vey. Brainend
Wapleng - 35 Guard —West, Wndemn,
Brainerd - 20 ond Team
. Fursard—Miller, Wudvnn.
Region 6 Tournament Porward—Thorn, Siaples. ;
Alexandria - 20 Cinl rr—Ouannvith, Croshyelron.
Ton,
Wadena - 17 thaatd—Jobmacti., Wadenn, x
Cunrd —Helkivnen, Braurg.




Wadena Indians Basketball

1934-35

Back Row: Coach Tony Chermak, Bill Prettyman, Sam Pierce, Chester Krause, John Grogan, Bill Browne and Bill Breid
Front Row: Glen Garr, Ed Miller, Lee Johnson, Phil Schiller and Frank Merickel

C ontemeo Hecord

Wudena 135, Altkin 17.
Wadena 14, C-1. 18.
Wadena 22, Staples 21.
Wadena 26, Aitkin 23.
Wadena 16, Brainerd 32
Wadena 18, Brainerd 33.
Wadena 23, Staplea 24
Wadena 30, C.-1. 27.

Wadena 28, Little Falls 15.
Wadena 39, Little Faills 20.

|

District 24 Season
5-5 (T-3rd)

District 24*
Championship
Crosby-Ironton - 33
Wadena - 9

1927-37
Coach
Tony Chermak

*Just before the
District 24
tournament on Feb
23, 1935, at Crosby-
Ironton, Wadena

defeated a tough C-l squad 30-27. Two
weeks later in the District 24 championship
game Wadena lost 33-9 scoring just two
baskets and five free throws.

WADENA - SUBDUE
RANGERS 30 T0 27

Team With Twe C-1
Players Selected

Pick All-District |
i
i

Wadena team captain L. “Squeak” Johnson
was named to the All-District 24 team.

Forwards = Smith, Brainerd,

and Popek, Crosby-Ironton.

cenur-um“ Crosby-

Ironton.

Guards—Thorn, &aplu,aad

,Jm Wadcnn.




Wadena Indians Basketball
1935-36

Back Row: Ass’t Coach Schunert, Glen Garr, John Grogan, Eddie Miller, Bill Browne, Phil Schiller and Head Coach Chermak
Front Row: Frank Merickel, Bill Prettyman, and Bill Breid

Central Eight Conference
9-1 (2nd)

District 24 Season
8-1 (T-1st)

District 24 Tournament

ATRL, e 5 ADERD st O ATA, AL, ERTA FLER
T e e ——

Wadena | Dethrones C{ Winning District Title

DISTRICT CHANPIONS PARED AGMNST MOORHEAD IN REGIONAL

1036 (WADENA)
First Round

Wadena 37, Verndale 17.
- Brainerd 38, Aitkin 11,
- Staples 21, Little Falls 16.
_ Wadena 27, Staples 20. S
Crosby-Ironton 31, Br‘ainerd 26

.. Champlonship
Wadena 22, Crosby-Ir anton 19

All-District 24 Team

Schiller and Miller on first team

Garr and Browne on second team

Croshy-lronton 51, Pine Riyi_'ef 16.

First Team
Forwards — Qdonovich, C-I;
Skinner, Staples.
Center—Schiller, Wadena.

Guards—Martin, C-I; Miller
Wadena.
Second Team
Forwards—Doshan, C-I; Garr,
Wadena.

Center—Huxtable, Little Falls,
Guards—L yscio, Brainerd;
Browne, Wadena.




1935-36

REGION SIX

Semifinals:

WINNERS TROUNCE
SPUDS 25-20 SCORE

REGION SIX CHAMPIONSHIP

Wadena - 26
Morris - 18

Four On All-Reglonal Team

Miller, Browne, Schiller and Garr
make All-Region 6 Team

\|'l"|| I- B LA ER ALY DISPAT

Wadena Goes to Sta&e

State Quarterflnals

STATE BASKETBALL
TOURNEY SCORES

Thursday's Scores
Buhl, 41; Edison (Minneapo-
fis), 32.
Wadena, 20; Sleepy Eye, 18
Red Wing, 29; Luverne, 27,
Bemidil, 36; Albert Lea, 32,

F‘RI'DAY MARU‘[ 20, 1936 THE IIAIN

Wadena Wins 20-18

The Sleepy Eye-Wadena game,
/won by Wadena, 20 to 18, in the
final second of play when Jimmy
Browne. dropped in a long shot was.
of course, the most thrilling of the
day.

Bmwn's ‘Shot Honey
Wadena never had the. lead
1ntil the game was over. The

.NOTE: Browne’s first name was Bill, not Jimmy

(Cont.)

Semifinals

————

Results Friday
Championship Round
Wadena, 28; Buhl, 27.
Bemidji, 34: Red Wing, 23.

Championship

THE BRAINERD DALY DH!.IT!II' Ilm MINNESOTA

Meets Bemidji for State Title

Bemldjl (Region 8) 26
Wad eNna (region 6) 20

HUTTON PICKS MILLER

& & & -

WADENA GUARD)

L L] * + & - L]

FOR ALL-STATE

Ed Miller
All-District 24
All-Region 6

All-State

Browne Garr Schiller

All-District 24 & All-Region 6

Wadena Thanks Its Lucky Star; Buh! Band Blasts




Wadena Indians Basketball
1936-37

(This was the last year having a jump ball at center court after each basket.)

Chermak.

BASKET BALL “A” TEAM

Left to right, First row: Nestor Engh, Henry Colson, student manager, Raymond Bennett, Duane
Frost, Gene Hotz, Paul Schiller. Second row, Assistant coach, Mr. James Schunert, Harry Walker,
William Prettyman, Philip Schiller, Richard Stark, William Askew, William Breid, Coach Mr. Anton

This is the last Wadena team coached by Tony Chermak (1927-37)

Season Record
15-8

Crosby

Detroit Lakes 20 Wadena

THE SEASON

19 Wadena Detroit Lakes

Crosby ...

Little Falls e 13 Wadena Park Rapids
Bemidji » 26 Wadena .. Moorhead ..
Park Rapids ... 26 Wadena Staples
Little Falls s 16 Wadena Aitkin
Fergus Falls 30 Wadena Brainerd
Brainerd 28 Wadena ........ Long Prairie ...
Aitkin 17 Wadena ........ Fergus Falls
Staples . 11 Wadena ........ 2 Staples
TOURNAMENT
Wadena ........... SR—11] Little Falls ...
Wadena ...... .. 29 Verndale ..
Wadena . .. 36 Crosby

District 24 Season

FINAL DISTRICT STANDINGS

W L Pct
Crosby-Ironton ..... 8 1 800
Brainerd ... 7 3 Jivo
Staples ... 8 4 800
Wadena ... 5 4 556

Little Falls ... . 2 8 200
Aitkin ... _ 0 11 000

District 24 Tournament

1837 (CROSBY-IRONTON)
First Round
Verndale 36, Brainerd 85
Crosby-Ironton 47, Pequot 20,
Staples 36, Altkin 185,
Wadena 38, Little Falls 28,
Sem|-Finals
Crosby-Ironton 47, Staples 17,
Wadena 29, Verndale 17,

Champlonship
Crosby-Ironton 42, Wadena 36,

Wadena High School
Coaching Achievements

1927-37

Anton Chermak

Minnesota State Tournament
1936 Runner-up (26-20 vs Bemidiji)

Region 6 Tournament

1934 (first round loss to Alexandria 20-17)

1936 Champions (wins over Moorhead and Morris)

District 24 Tournament
1934 and 1936 Champions

1935 and 1937 Runners-up




Wadena Indians Basketball
1937-38

Left to right, back row: Kermit Anderson (assistant coach), Duane Frost, Paul
Schiller, Richard Boyer, Bill Askew, Nestor Engh and Jim Schunert (coach). Second
row: Harry Walker, Gene Hotz, Richard Stark, Henry Colson, George Lewis. Fourth
row: Leo Goche, student manager.

Season Record Effective 1937-38:
all \N CENTER JUMP

Opponents Wadena Opponents  Wadena A rrer MR
b memy o i e & z AFTER FIELD GOA
Brainerd 22 26 Crosby-Ironton 55 26
Detroit Lakes 19 33 Park Rapids 9 41
Aitkin 25 3 ergus s i 1 i
e i s e ol % z Hotz makes AII-Dlstr_lct _24 First Team
Srepies o 2, hutelabe 18 3 Walker makes All-District 24 Second Team
ittle Falls 25 28
Staples 35 30 . Tournament
Moorhead 34 27 Brainerd 28 22

| BRAINKRD @IGH $HO0L TUESDAY, MARCH 42, 1188

District 24 Season » - -
55 (4t ALL STAR SELECTIONS
FINAL STANDING=
TMA D= LILICT Pl Team AlklDstelet Haoend Team
Raplen . .. ... & 2 Gumlls, .1 T Connelly, Verndaln
Cyoabyr-Ivvyinton . % X Robinscts, Stapléa F “Walliek, Whdenn
Bralnord . LI Marin, ¢ .., ' Wl o G. Bierhaus, Braierd
‘:I:::lr:n —_——— .l:: : Pitzharris, Erainerd G Dobervich, €
— e ] " I Butler, Binplea
1400k Frlla _______ 1 A Hots, Wadona - — .
District 24 Quarterfinals
Brainerd - 28 Wadena - 22
1938 (CROSBY-IRONTON)
First Round
Aitkin 24, Little Falls 21.
Crosby-Ironton 44, Pequot 20. 1937-4;
Bralnerd 28, Wadena 22,
 Staples 39, Verndale 31 . Coac
Semi-Finals Jim Schunert

Staples 28, Brainerd 21.

Crosby-Ironton 33, Aitkin 22,
Championship

Crosby-Ironton 20, Staples 26.




Wadena Indians Basketball
1938-39

Fixst Row: Bill\Weykrauch, Ambrose Holper, Sam Dower, Tom Davis, E¢mond Felland, Bob Weyhrauch.
Seconp Row: Roy Bennett, student manager, Roy Ireland, George Lewis, Paul Schiller, Donald Browne, Duane Frost, Coach James Schumert.

Season Record
11-7

SEASON’S RECORD
The season’s record is as follows:

Wadena Oppanents Waden: Opponents.
Crosby-Ironton 24 31 T 2
Little Falls ... 19 17 Detrait Lakes ..o, 21 20
Park Rapids ..o 24 18 Brainerd ] 7
Aickin 2 17 Lictle Falls . 4 21
Minneapolis Marshall 15 2 Sauk Center ..oocrrrs 26 2
Brainerd ... e 25 42 Park Rapids ... 19 16
Long Prairie 33 19 Staples . e 19 3
Staples 24 2 Fergus Falls s 29 37
ARkN % 21 Crosby-TEonton ... 2 36
DISTRICT TOURNAMENT
Verndale ... . o 32 Wadena .
Brainerd e 26 Wadena S
Crosby-Tronton 28 Wadtna oo

BRAINERD AND STAPLES PLACE TWO
MEN ON ALL-TOURNEY HONOR TEAM

-
X
MISFATIN ALL-TONTENAMNENT. SELECTIONS
FIRST TEAM Puri, AFRCOND TEAM
Pupnr Frusd, \\-nlm F_ - . Hagoy, ©-F [y
Thene Beirbane, Rruk -F _ &, Conbey, Verndnis
Gordan Nelwon, Niapie - W, Lenbey, Verndake
Tony Molfn Riapben i Gus Movoiny, DNratnend
Carl Enghart, Broldend Y _— - Porpich, €K

Hnnmraliie mﬂun
Forwarfs—Na)d, Braloard; W, Seston, Verndafa)
Rpapkes; T 0oy, Altkin,
Centers—Itmennuvbet, G-1: Lewb, Whodnns; Jilinsan, Sebeke

Hutler,

District 24 Season
5-5

District 24 Tournament

1938 (BRAINERD)
First Round
Bra!nerd 38, Little Falls 22,
Crosby-Ironton 43, Sebeka 25.
Wadena 39, Verndale 32.
Staples 39, Aitkin 15,
Semi-Finals
Brainerd 26, Wadena 18,
Staples 31, Crosby-Ironton 28,
Champilonship
Brainerd 27, Staples 19.

-
Wadena loses 26-16 in semi-final round

thgmrdn—tehiller, Wndnna: Dables, Staples; Tork, O51
. T |

Duane Frost All-District 24 First Team
Schiller and Lewis Honorable Mention

1937-41
Coach
Jim Schunert




The 1940’s Seasons
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1939-40

Anderson Frost, Duane | Lowrey
Bergeson Ireland Weyhrauch, Bill
Felland Lewis Weyhrauch, Bob

Wadena—26 FG FT PF TP

B. Wevhrauch ..... 2 45 1 8

Ireland .........2 1.2 3 5

Lewis i 2 01 4 4

Frost ... 1 12 0 3

Felland a1 22 4 4

Lowery .vcevecieee 002 0 0

Anderson ..o 100 0 2

9 81412 26

Score by quarters:
Wadena ..o 16 2128
Little Falls ...........8 13 25 32

Season Record
15-8

District 24 Season

7-4 (3rd)

District 24 Quarterfinals

Little Falls 32

Wadena 26

1937-41
Coach
Jim Schunert

This Wadena team had some impressive
wins. They defeated eventual District 24
and Central 8 Conference Champions C-I
twice, 30-28 in the season opener and 36-
28 in the season finale. But, while they
defeated Little Falls twice, 25-18 and 47-
21, they lost to them in the District 24
quarterfinals.

24th District Tournament Results
SEBEKA ;——

STAPLES
STAPLES, 2320

BRAINERD

AITKIN CROSBY-IRONTON, 2823

9 p. m. Thursday —_—
Champlon

WADENA LITTLE FALLS, 3228

LITTLE FALLS CI, 317

PINE RIVER )

CROSBY-IRONTON

Consolation Finals—Brainerd 23, Little Falls 21.

Other notable wins:

Fergus Falls 32-15, Alexandria 42-23,
Moorhead 51-40

No individual accomplishments were
discovered for this 1940 Wadena team. A
five-man All-District 24 first team and a
five-man second team were named. No
Wadena players on either. However, in
1939 as a junior, Duane Frost was
selected to the District 24 five-man first
team and called a “hot shot forward” by
the Brainerd Daily Dispatch. The paper
also pointed out that Wadena would be
returning three starters for the 1940
season. This 1940 team finished with a
good record that included some
impressive wins. Perhaps this was
possible because they were well balanced
and their success was a true team effort.




Wadena Indians Basketball
1940-41

Back: Ass’t coach Kermit Anderson, Duane Ames, Howard Erickson, Roger Robb, Ervin Blair Thos.
Ames, Don Perkinns, head coach Jim Schunert

Front: Paul Bergland, Gerald Highum, Jack Nutting, Vernon Wirkkinen, Clyde Kelsey

Season Record

Jack Nutting wae Captain and high
and w, gh point man for the Indians
and Bsgg{g;‘g’ably asslsted by Kelsey, Wirkkunen, Robb, Highum,
ihym Op: wyn
p. W Opp.
23 Park Raplds 19 27" Little Falls 32
EO groeby—lrcnton 34 16 Moorhead 44
wis  Pgrgue Falls 42 28 vDetrolt Lakes 43
23 Little Falls 28 24 Brainerd 20
17 Staples 28 21 Breckinridge 24
31 Brainerd 38 16 B8taples 42
21 Alexandria 27 18 Altken 37
25 Bt. bouls Park 37 26 Farge 38
48 Long Prairie 30 20 JOrosby-Ironton 41
26  Altken 25 31 Staples S
38 Park Rapids 21 b o
Tournament ‘
22 ODtaples 30 _;ﬂ
Final standings in the district
schedule race:
W L
ITONEON. soomesesmmneresmsnion 2 1 i i
cmﬁgﬁon ------------ : 5| District 24
BRAINERD ... ovensecasessstosnen — . .
Final Standings
SRADIN. soiinisnntis it i v
: (2-8)
Aitkin ... 3 7
TG PRI iy, - 8
Wadena 2 8

Jim Schunert

After an impressive record in the 1939-40
season this campaign would be the first of
two that would struggle to win games.
However, the foundation was being laid for
the 1943 and 1944 teams that were the most
successful teams of the decade.

Junior Jack Nutting and sophomore Vern
Wirkunen provided a nucleus upon which to
build for the future.

Very few statistics were uncovered but
enough praise for Nutting, from the Brainerd
Daily Dispatch, and some game results show
how dominating he could be. In two losses to
archrival Staples, 30-22 and 33-31, Nutting
scored 16 and 21 points respectively. In the
first game the paper said he scored from all
positions on the court and played aggressive
defense.

Wirkunen appears to be the second leading
scorer on the team. As a sophomore starter
he was getting valuable experience that
would help the 1943 team win the District 24
title.




Wadena Indians Basketball
1941-42

Seated— Ted Roberg, Tom Ames, Clyde Kelsey, Tack Nutting, Paul Berglund, Chuck Engh,
Lindy Williams. Standing—Myr. Anderson, Pat Frost, LeRoy Kresien, Bruce Wilcox, Dick
Schmitz, Vernon Wirkunnen, Jack Browne, Mr, Wolverton,

Season Record This 1942 team could be described as
5-16 talented, but young and inexperienced. Led
District 24 by senior gunner Jack Nutting, his

supporting cast included juniors Vern
Wirkunen and Jack Browne, sophomore
District 24 Tournament Dick Schmitz and freshman Bruce Wilcox.

record unknown (6th)

4th place Like the previous season few statistics were

= uncovered. However, in the District 24
Warriors Upset by Wadena| iournament Wadena met #2 seeded Brainerd

N =I5 Cl Edges Win Over Aitkin | Jl?ja Hl in the quarterfinals and upset them 25-22.
*H‘ 3} s ‘ Five; Tourney at Staples ‘ e ] |
|ty wwen, e ror e g -li Tonight, Here Next 2 Days % |A

Wadena lost to Little Falls in the semifinals
and to Staples in the 3rd place game. For the
tournament, in addition to Nutting,
Wirkunen, Schmitz and Browne were the
top scorers and the freshman Wilcox played
in all three games.

Senior Jack Nutting was named to the 10-
man All-District 24 team.




Wadena Indians Basketball
1942-43

Front Row Kneeling—Wallace Mattock, Frank Jung, William Hoffman, Chuck
Pierce, Paul Meckel, Dale Besett, Kelly Baden. '

Back ‘Row Standing—Assistant Coach Robert Mower, Frank Burch, team
manager; Vernon Wirkkunen, Dick Schmitz, Bruce Wilcox, Jack Browne, Leroy
Kresien, Coach Art Sand.

T HE Wadena basketball team, encountering tough competition in seasonal Play, reached its peak
to win the district 24 tournament. Wadena took the title from the top-ceded Crosby-Ironton quintet
38-24, in the Wadena Memorial Auditorium.

Under a new coach, Art Sand, a team was developed which was noted for its teamwork and
wholehearted cooperation. The Indians ended the season with a record of 12 wins and 8 losses.

The team suffered a loss when their captain,” Chuck Engh, enlisted in the V-
Brainerd Junior College. His rugged defensive play was greatly missed by the tea
remaining season. ‘ ' :

1 program at ;
m throughout the

The seniors lost from the “A” squad through graduation are Jack Browne,
Mattock, and William Hoffman. Vernon Wirkkunen, who recently joined  the
be gone next season. The remainingl “A" squad members are Wilcox, Baden,
sophomores, Schmitz and Kresien, juniors,

Captain; Wallace
Marines, will also
Meckel, and Pierce,

DISTRICT 24 CHAMPIONS!



Wadena's Braves battle Crosby-lronton (right) and Aitkin (left) in the 24th district tournament held
at Wadena

BASKETBALL LETTERMEN

The lettermen are: Jack Browne, Leroy Kresien, Dick Schmitz, Bruce Wilcox, Vernon Wirk-
kunen, Kelly Baden, Wallace Mattock, Chuck Engh.

SEASON’S RECORD

Opponents W.H. S. ) Opponents W. H. S.

Crosby-Ironton 28 16 Detroit Lakes ... 28 25

Brainerd 23 Verndale 31

Aitkin 35 Staples 50

Park Rapids 64 Aitkin 24

Staples 21 Crosby-Ironton 29

Little Falls . = 30 Hewitt . 53

Park Rapids toit-eeenssmscses 28 61 Little: PallS :coccossmmasmmmsas 30
Brainerd, :scacsnssiissm: 42 39

DISTRICT TOURNAMENT

. 34 Little Falls ...
Aitkin
Crosby-Ironton ..ci:icciaessesios 24

Wadena ...

Wadena. ....
Wadena

REGIONAL TOURNAMENT

Wadena . .25 ATOXAMALI  .occroseennariosmisitits ot e tasai 34
Wadena ... . 24 Detroit Lales ...c.citeteics- 45

Rangers Play Erratic Ball asee

Wadena Wins District 24 Cage Title, 33 to 25




Season Record

Wadena—

9'6 Browne, f .|

Hoffman, f _..J]

H H Krisen, f .....J

DIStrICt 24 Baden, f .......J

3-0 Schmitz, ¢ ...

Plerce, g ... ...

Wirkkunen, g J

Region 6 Wilcox, g ...
0-2

Tournament Championship
Wadena - 33
Crosby-Ironton - 25

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
MARCH 8 MARCH 9 March 10
Afternoon Evening Evening Evening
Crosby g
230p.m. Crosby-Ironton
Sebeka 730p.m.
Staples
130p.m. Staples
Verndale y
X Crosby-Ironton
SR All-Stars 7:30 p. m. Wedena
Aitkin Brainerd
9:00 p.
Brainerd
9:00 p. m.
Little Falls
40p.m. Wadena
Wadena

Dick Schmitz (jr-center) - All-District 24
Bruce Wilcox (so-guard) All-District 24
Vern Wirkunen (sr-fwd) Honorable Mention

In the Region 6 tournament Wadena lost in
their semifinal game to Alexandria 35-25.
Alexandria went on to win the Region 6
tournament and in the state tournament lost
in the title game to St. Paul, 52-33.

1942-43
Coach
Arthur Sand

Not many details were available about
Wadena's 1942-43 season. Like the previous
year they were young, but this year they were
no longer inexperienced. An assumption can
be made that as the season progressed this
young team kept improving. The District 24
tournament results support this assumption.

It appears the Indians were the #3 seed in the
District 24 tournament, with C-I and Aitkin #1
and #2 respectively. The "Orangemen"”
opened the tournament against Little Falls
and won that quarterfinal matchup 34-32.

Wadenans ﬁpset |
Aitkin in Weird Tilt 12.8

In the semifinal against the #2 seed Aitkin, for
some unknown reason Aitkin chose to stall.
Perhaps Wadena had developed into the best
team in the tournament and Aitkin knew it.
The first points of the game came 4 minutes
into the 2nd half. Wadena won 12-8. Dick
Schmitz led all scorers with 6 points and was
described by the Brainerd Daily Dispatch,
"...as impenetrable as the Rock of Gibraltar
on defense and rebounds.”

In the District 24 championship game, held in
the Wadena Auditorium, the Indians took on
the #1 seed Crosby-Ironton Rangers. C-I had
won the District title the previous 3 years
running. This year Wadena won 33-25, led by
Dick Schmitz, the leading point getter with
10 and top rebounder. Sophomore Bruce
Wilcox, Jr. added 8 points and Jack Browne
had 7.

CHAMPS

DISTRICT 24
TOURNEY RECORD

1343 Vadena 33, C-I 25.
1942—~-C-I 20, Little Falis 17,
1941--C-TI 32, Staples 28,
1940-—C-1 28, Staples 23.
i939—Brainerd 27, Staples 19,
1938——-C-I 29. Staples 26.

1937 -C-1 42, Wadena 36.
1336 Wadera 22. C-T 19.
1935—C-I 33. Wadena 9.
1934+——-Wadena 35. Brainersd 20
1933--Brainerd 25, Little Falls 19.
1932--C-1I 26. Staoples 22,

193! --Brain-rd 19, C-I 18,
1330—C-I 27, Brainerd 14.
1929—C-1 32, Brainerd 20.
1928--Brainard 20. C-1 14,
1927.-C-I 2!. Brzinerd 20.
1926 —-Brainerd 18, C-1 13.
1925—-Pine River 13, C-1I 10.




Wadena Indians Basketball
1943-44

Back Row—Mr. Kermit Anderson, Franklin Burch, student manager;
Jung, Lovell Piepkorn, Donald Imgrund, William ]
Pat Frost, Bruce Wilcox, Dick Schmitz, Leroy Kresien,

Pierce,

Blair, Mr. Robert Mower.

Kelly Baden, Franklin
Front Row—Charles
Dale Besett, Paul Meckel.

SEASON’S RECORD

Opponents W.H.S.
30 36

Brainerd
Park Rapids

Verndale -

Park Rapids
Little Falls
Staples -

Alexandria -

DISTRICT TORUNAMENT

Little Fans ... 31 38
Detroit Lakes . 36 38
Verndate ... 31 39
Wadena

W’a’dena

Wadena .

Little Falls "

Brainerd -——- e
Crosby-Tronton """

B

e

S.
6
54
39
33
24
61
37
42
39

ey

Season Record
15-6

Central Eight

Conference
6-3 (2nd)

) *
CENTRAL EIGHT CONFERENCE

(Final Standings)

W L Pct .Pts
St. Cloud Tech .9 0 1.000 328
Wadena ..6 8 887 344
Bemidji ... 6 3 .887 324
Crosby-Ironton .7 6 .538 445
BRAINERD ...6 7 .462 435
Staples ... 4 7 .384 202
Little Falls ...3 10 .238 366
Alexandria ... 2 7 222 273
&

OP|
259
301
279
414
448
358
421
325
- #

(Wadena’s inaugural season)

For the 1943-44 season defending District
24 champion Wadena was a new member
of the Central Eight Conference. In their
inaugural season they finished 6-3 and
tied for 2nd place with Bemidji and behind
St Cloud Tech. In district 24 play the
Indians were tied with Crosby-Ironton for
1st place, their district records unknown.
See standings to left.

In the District 24 tournament defending
champion Wadena beat Little Falls in the
guarterfinals 45-41 led by Dick
Schmitz's 16 points. In the semifinals
Wadena defeated Brainerd 45-36. Bruce
Wilcox led Wadena's balanced scoring
with 10.

The 1944 District 24 championship game
was a repeat of the previous year.
Defending champion Wadena and C-I
were preseason favorites, they tied for
first in district play and now they faced
each other once again in the title game.
Brainard's Washington High School
gymnasium was reportedly packed with
nearly 3,300*, mostly partisan, fans. In the
end, the Rangers of C-I proved too much
for Wadena. The final score was 38-27.




Wadena Indians
1943-44

District 24 Season
8-2 (1st)

District 24 Championship
Crosby-Ironton - 38
Wadena - 27

Basketball

Lettermen

Paul Meckel
Frank Jung

Frank Burch, Manager
Dale Besett

Jung

Besett

Imgrund

1943-45

Coach
Robert Mower

Basketball

(cont.)

With the win C-I had their 6th title in the
last twelve years, their 4th in the last five.

Relinquishes District Title

BY PAT KEITH !

A well-balanced and fighting Crosby-Ironton team rose
to the peak of their season’s playing and gained “sweet revenge”
over a tired and outmanned Wadena quint as they relentlessly
blasted their way to the 1944 District 24 championship Friday
night by beating the Indians, 38-27 before nearly 3,300 rabid
and roaring fans, the most ever to attend a District 24 tourna-
ment, or for that matter, the largest crowd ever to assemble in

the Washington gym.

* (more than one person has questioned the claim of
3,300 fans, for lack of capacity, in the Washington gym)

For the 2nd consecutive year senior
center Dick Schmitz and junior guard
Bruce Wilcox, made the All-District 24
ten-man team selected by the coaches.

District All-Stars

Brilliant Myer Skoog, co-captain and center of the
Brainerd Warriors was given what is considered the top
individual honor awarded a district basketball player—
that of being named the most “valuble player” in the 24th
district during the past season.

Mighty Myer was the only player among the 10 chosen *
to receive the vote of all coaches taking part in the poll.

The team includes:

Player School Position
Jerry Malmgren Aitkin ... Forward
Ed Jacobson Crosby-Ironton ............. Forward
Louie Perpich _........ Crosby-Ironton ............ Forward
Pete Steigal Little Falls <. Forward
MYER SKOOG BRAINERD .. CENTER
Wilford Webber Verndale Center
Tommy Reagen Crosby-Ironton Guard
Dick Schmitz Wadena Guard
Bruce Wilcox Wadena Guard
Pat Kidder Little Falls Guard
Position Player School
Forward Walt Grodhal Alexandria
Forward Bob Brown Bemidji
Forward Jerry Landsberger St Cloud Tech
Center Myer Skoog Brainerd
Center Phil Feir Bemidji
Guard Dick Schmitz Wadena
Guard Tommy Reagen Croshy-Ironton
Guard Dennis Long St. Cloud Tech

The Brainerd Daily Dispatch also picked
an All-Central Eight team of eight athletes
and identified their top five which included
Dick Schmitz. The paper also stated had
they selected ten athletes, Bruce Wilcox
would have been included.




Wadena Indians Basketball
1944-45

SITTING,

(left to right)—Cleon Erckenbrack, Frank Jung,

Pat Frost,

Bruce Wilcox, Don Imgrund, Dale Besett, Warren Blood

STANDING (left to right)—Frank Burch, Mr. Kermit Anderson, Ed Bretz, Kenneth Imgrund, Bill Blair, Tom Nyberg, Lovell Piepkorn,
Willis Goedel, Wayne Maroney, Mr. Robert Mower, Verle Blaha

SEASON'S RECORD
Opponents ~ W.HLS. Opponents
Crosby-Ironton 46 30 Staples 44
Little Falls 42 35 Brainerd - 44
Verndale 40 45 St. Cloud Tech. 27
Bemidji 35 18 Bertha 54
Park Rapids 35 32 Bemidji 37
Alexandria 43 49 Little Falls 42
Fergus Falls 31 34 Brainerd 45
Aitkin 20 21 Aitkin 49
Crosby-Ironton 42 29 Detroit Lakes 31
Perham 11 38 Staples 41
DISTRICT TOURNAMENT
Wadena - 30 Brainerd - 39

W.HS.
29

Season Record
7-14

Central Eight
Conference
1-11

District 24
1-9

District 24 Quarterfinals
Wadena - 30
Brainerd - 39

1943-45
Coach
Robert Mower

In March of 1945 the Brainerd Daily Dispatch
stated that, "Wadena had one of its poorest
seasons on record." They lost in the District
24 quarterfinals 39-30 against Brainerd. The
one bright spot was the play of 3rd year
starter Bruce (Timmy) Wilcox, Jr.

Wilcox was
named to the
Central 8 eight-

Wilcox, |

Wadena's  Timmy !
playing his lust game after a
hrilliant four-year career, made

10 points and was about all the

mar; all- fi defense or offense that Coach
conterence first Bob Mower's lnds had. '
team.

Pat Frost and Dale Besset were given honorable
mention recognition.

DAILY DISPATCH 44-45 CENTRAL EIGHT HONOR TEAM

Position Player School
Forward CHUCK WARNBERG (Co-Capt.) Brainerd
Forward John Novak Crosby-Ironton
Forward Elmo Marx St. Cloud Tech
Center Dick Lawrence (Co-Capt.) Bemidji
Center Timmy Wilcox Wadena
Guard Jim Malosky Crosby-Ironton
Guard John Dougherty Little Falls
Guard John Longley Little Falls

HONORABLE MENTION

Justin Moe, Bemidji, BiH Behang and Doc Carlon, Alex-
andria, Blake Garske and Lamont Lenarz, St. Cloud Tech, Pat
Frost and Dale Besset, Wadena, Gene Zervas and Dick Eich,
Little Falls, DICK MARTINSON, BRAINERD, Jerome Kovato-
vich, Crosby-Ironton and Lefty Cameron, Staples,




Wadena Indians Basketball
1945-46

D_ouglas Beehner.
Jim lIreland, and Shirley Held.

o i Adams,
FIRST ROW (left to right)—Kenneth Imgrund, Bob Hall, Harold Wilcox, Warren Blood, Oliver Krause, Lowell Vogel,
SECOND ROW-—Kermit Anderson,

Tom Robb, Wayne Maroney,

David Storvick, and
Bob Schiller, Ray

) With only one returning player from last year's
SEASON'S RECORD dismal team it comes as no surprise the 1945-
s WS Opponents WES. opesens was, | 46 se€ason was not any better. They were
a ,,yl,i‘lﬂi"sg | Pamm  ® 2% Bemdi G4 X eliminated in the District 24 quarterfinals by
ToSDy St. Cloud 66 2 H
Litle Falls 41 % i‘?:’gf 2? ;: e rns % u | Little Falls, 58-21.
Verndale 3 ! Brainerd 0 08
s 4) 2 Staples - 2%
Park. Iiaplds o o Brsizerd % 1 Crosby-Ironton 48 2 * e s 0 e 0 I
Bemidfi s 31 ParkRapids #6. 2 Staples 8 1 District 24 Tournament Schedule :
Alexandria 3 " WEDNESDAY - THURSDAY DAY DT
A o : o
District Tournament sk Fo. 50 ! i
Wadena 21— Little Falls 5 Wadena 21 CrosbyIronton 50 ,
Season Record oy dseon 30 Linde Falls 37 —— Conslation
1-19 Ineiv York mis 27 ") ueRale
Aitkin -
Central Eight cru;:;—'h WL hikin 42~ [ © Chumpiondsip
rosby-Ironton ,....,..10 1
Conference Staples o St , Jverndate 33 _ S S'C::nagm_
0-12 Bemdfl . vossresnrns 19 Aikin 40 ‘
Little Falls vvviieeiena 6 8 taples 40
) . Alexandrla vovviiiiien 4 8 Brainerd l
District 24 Season :Lm;,md v 38 2
oud +..vvnnniniinn 28
0-10 Wedend ..o 010
- = .
District 24 Quarterfinals CENTRAL FEIGHT CONFERENCHE
Wadena - 21
Little Falls - 58 Baden made the eight-man Central Eight All-
1945-50 Conference 2nd team .
Coach
S. L. Held SECOND TEAM

S—Flolid, Little Falls; Lenarz, St. Cloud; Grant, Staples.
Oothoudt, Little Falls; Pawlicki, Bemidji.
Baden, Wadena; R. Dahl, Staples; Jicobson, Crosby-Iront




Wadena Indians Basketball
1946-47

and Zosel.

WADENA HIGH SCHOOL-—The Orangemen finished the season with a record of two games
won and 17 lost for the season and in district play won one and lost nine. Standing, left to right:
Coach Held, Jordahl., Robb, Larson and Schmidt. Front row: Aaberg, Engh, Wilcox, Storvick

Season Record
2-19

The standings:

W L Pt
. Col. oovveen. T 1 875
Central Eight Staples ......7 2 777
Bemidji .....7 3 .700

Conference g
1-11 Tech ...... 4 4 .500
Brainerd 4 6 .400
R . Alexandria ..3 6 .333
District 24 Little Falls ..3 7 .300
1-9 (6th) Wadena ..... 18 .111

District 24 Quarterfinals
Little Falls - 43
Wadena - 23

1945-50

Coach
S. L. Held

This team started the season with a car wreck
on its way to play against conference foe, the
Bemidji Lumberjacks. They collided with a
lumber truck just south of Bemidji.

'Wadena Cagers
Injured in Wreck

| BEMIDJI. Minn, — & — Twe
{ Wadena basketball players werg
injured and three others shaken

The “wreck” was the start of a 2-17 season.

A fitting end to the season occurred in a game at
Staples when, "...a rough and tumble game
developed into a fist fight..."

Staples 38 Wadena 15

~court as they trounced the
Wadena Orangemen 38-18 in
a rough and tumble game de-
veloping into a fist ﬂght in
the third period.




Wadena Indians Basketball
1947-48

WADENA HIGH SCHOOL-——First row, left to right: Don Jordahl. Pat Merickel, Harry Wilcox, Bob Hedsirom, Keith Engh.

Second row: Manager Bob Boyer. Ken Jordahl. John Nyberg. Chuck Garr, Gordon Blair, Coach §. L. Held.

Season's Recond

Wadena 41; Alexandria 51 Wadena 42; Crosby-Ironton 53

eng 40; Aitkdn 41 Wedena 45; Detroit Lakes 35 Wadena 34; Detroit Lakes 37
Wodenk ; 8t C"’““ﬁﬂu Wadena 40; Litt Fals 41 Wadena 16: Staples 48
Wadena 30; Park Bal;s Wadena 41; Staples 59
Wadena 38; Bemldil 80 adena 43 Aitkin 32 DISTRICT TOURNAMENT
Wadens 43; Aleifmd";‘,’ \Wadena 28; Crosby-Tronton 52 Wadena 53; Verndale 33
Wadena 4L Bm'ﬂ"'i?a” y  Wedens &L Benid 2 Wadena 27; Steples §0
Wadens 33; : fi"mpés Wadena 33; Brainerd 37 Wadena 50; Little Falls 45
Wadens 30

Season Record
4-18

Central Eight
Conference
1-11
District 24 Season
1-9

District 24
Tournament Consolation
Wadena - 50
Little Falls - 45

1945-50

Coach
S. L. Held

Like the previous three seasons Wadena Indian
basketball struggled in 1947-48. But this year had
a different feel to it. In hindsight it shared many of
the same characteristics as the 1941-42 team.
This 1948 team could also be described as
talented, but young and inexperienced. Led by
senior Harry Wilcox his supporting cast included
junior Keith Engh and sophomores Bob
Hedstrom and Pat Merickel.

Dist 24 Quarterfinal win vs Verndale 53-33:
Engh 15, Hedstrom 14, Wilcox 12

Dist 24 Consolation win vs Little Falls 50-45:
Hedstrom 16, Engh 13, Wilcox 13

Engh and Hedstrom would lead next year’s
team out of the cellar. Merickel would also
be a significant contributor.

Wadena +6_6:+
New Colors for
' Next Season




Wadena Indians Basketball
1948-49

VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM:

son, Engh.

KNEELING: Nyberg, Garr, Peckham, Blair, Manager Boyer.

STANDING: Jordahl, Gaslin, Coach Held, Hedstrom, Merickel, Erick-

Season Record

12-8
— - " For 24 years Wadena has play-
Central Ten Standings District 24 Standm‘ ed under orange and white, but
. W L Pct (Final) now they have to change. It
Aexandria o101 aoe W L seems there is a shortage of the
BRAINERD ........ 9 6 6000 IBRAINERD ........ 8 2 color orange.
R e e 7 aeal IWadena ..........7 3 Getting the school out of the
Little Falls ....,....7 9 .437 Crosby-Ironton .....6 4 dilemma, the student body voted
gt’:;]"ﬁ""_“_'.‘*f’“_::::_'g 8 4200 [Staples ............5 8 last January to change the school
Detroit Lakes ...... 3 8 .273| [Little Falls ........4 6 colors to blue and gold.
Aitkin  ............1 14 .067] JAitkin ............. 010
District 24 Quarterfinals : = B 2 B :
Wadena - 40 . M N )
X |
Uit oot A NEW YEAR, A NEW ERA!
In spite of four recent years of futility Wadena
1945-1950 was picked to finish 2nd in the competitive
Coach Central Ten.
S.L. Held Wadena tied for 3rd place (9-6) with Brainerd
and behind Alexandria and Bemidji.
P R District 24 Wadena (7-3) finished 2nd behind
Brainerd. Unfortunately a quite successful
A]] Central Ten Conference 1st Team| season ended abruptly in the District 24
| ?:mek . :’osmm:i :chm;l :N" tournament when the #5 Flyers defeated the
uck Grover Forwar: emidji Senior .
'Bob Hedstrom Forward  Wadena Junior #2 Indlans 42-40.
Jim Smith Center Brainerd Sophomore
ot e g:::: f‘;:;‘;;;;"a“‘"“ :::;:: Bob Hedstrom was named to the five-man
— - All-Central Ten Conference team and finished 2nd
in conference scoring with a 15.7 average just
behind Brainerd's Jim Smith at 15.9.




The 1950°s Teams
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1949-50

"A" SQUAD, ENEELING: Marquardt, Garr, Jordshl, Sweere, Peckham, Foyer.
STANDING: Coach Held, Nyberg, Merickel, Hedstrom, Gaslin, Erickson,
Imgrund.

Overall On December 16, 1949 Wadena (4-0) hosted
17-6 Brainerd (6-0). The Indians won 61-54 behind the
District 24 37 point performance of their 6’3" pivot man Bob
8-2 (2nd) Hedstrom. Pat Merickel added 15. Brainerd
finished the regular season with a 22-1 record.
WL
?ﬁégﬁ:ﬂ Tt ; i Wadena finished the regular season with a 15-5
Crosby-irenton ... 6 3 overall record and finished 2nd in the District 24
Little Falls ....... 4 5 standings (8-2) just behind Brainerd (9-1).
Slaples ... .. P
Aftkim ... ... 1 8
District 24 Championship MSK“M“
Brainerd - 50 Wadena - 47 Eaksay's OO0 b
. ¢5  Perham Lo Wadens 52  Bemldjl P
h.ﬂdem 53 Alexandria 173 Wadena 51  Altkin »
Coach foderd 3 Atidn U5 Vodena 52  Little Falls
v.’ailem 63  Park Rapide ks Wadens 40  Orogby Iromton 42
S.L. Held \.““5::; ¢ 3Brainerd sl Wadena 59  Staples gg
1945-50 e T T -
. v, 3 e 60 Wadena T4 Bt Cloud Tech €7
b yadena 72  Little Falls 55 fladena 49  Braimerd 67
Vadems 75  Detrolt Lakes 43 Wadena 70  Park Raplde W
¥adena 56  Alexandria 51
IS TOURNAMENT : Vadena 67 Plllager 59
\}i&ﬁcr égr -‘N‘m}‘;xle Talle 59 Wadema 4  Braimerd 50




Wadena
1949-50

Bob Hedstrom

37 pts in Brainerd’s only season loss

31 pts vs Pillager dist 24 record

64 pts in three District 24 tourney
games, old record 54 pts

Two-time All-District 24 Team

Central 10 All-Conference (Jr Yr)

Pat Merickel

24 pts (District 24 title game 50-47
loss to Brainerd)

59 pts (in three District 24 tourney
games, old record 54 pts)

Indians Basketball
(Cont.)

Wadena Tops Flyers, 62-39

an e e

In the Dlstrlct 24 tournament Wadena defeated
Little Falls 62-59 in the quarterfinals with Hedstrom
and Merickel each scoring 18.

In the semifinals the Indians
beat Pillager 67-57 behind
Hedstrom's 31 points. That
broke the scoring record of
28 points for a single game
in District 24 tournament
history. Merickel added 17.

Wadena Edges
Pillager Five
In Semi-Finals

Warrlors Shade Wadena 50- 47
For .Berth in Region Slx T|Its

In the Dlstrlct 24 Champlonshlp game Bralnerd
defeated Wadena 50-47. Bob Hedstrom was held
to 15 points and played only half of the game due
to foul trouble. Pat Merickel led Wadena with 24
points. Wadena finished the season at 17-6 and
was the District 24 tournament runner-up.

Totals ....... 20 10 20 50
Wadena (47) fg ft f pts
Merickel ...... 7 10 2 24
Peckham ...... 0 0 2 0
Gaslin ......... 0 0 2 0
Sweere . ...... 0 0 1 0
Hedstrom ...... 7 1 5 15
Jordahl ....... 1 0 1 2
Garr .....o00.e 1 3 5 5
Nyberg ........ 0 1 5 1
Erickson ...... 0 0 1 0

Totals ....... 16 15 24 47

Score by quarters:

Brainerd ...... 22—34—45-—-50
Wadena ....... 10—20—35—47




Wadena Indians Basketball
1950-51

===

o

Seated: Newell, aIIdorf, Freeman, Utermarck, Maroney, Harrison, Ousley
Standing: Schmith, Nyberg, Kurz, Tappe, Imgrund, Hanson, Coach Hadden

Season Record
5-16

LAKE REGION CONFERENCE STANDINGS

TEAM w L PCT.
Melrose 8 1 .888
Detroit Lakes 6. 2 . 750
Alexandria 6 2 .750
Wadena 3 5 «375
Osakis 3 6 «333
Park Rapids 2 3 «250
Long Prairie 1 7 125

Lake Region Conference
3-5 (4th)

District 24
1-9 (6th)

District 24 Semifinals
C-l over Wadena 49-41

1950-52
Coach
Russ Hadden

2

With no returning starters from the
1949-50 team, and only three returning
underclassmen, this squad was very
inexperienced.

After finishing in sixth place in the
District 24 regular season standings
Wadena was competitive in the
postseason. In the opening round
guarterfinals of the District 24
tournament the Indians were able to
upend Backus, the sub-district 24
champions, 34-31.

FINAL DISTRICT 24 STANDINGS
Team— Won Lost Pet.
Brainerd . .....ovviiiiinniiiiieennennenas. 100 00 1000
Aitkin . 7 3 100
Little Falls .. ...ooviniviviiieniniiiiiiinnn. 5005 500
Croshy-Ironton oovvvvvn i eiiiiiine- 4 6 400
BAPIES ... s 3 7 300
Wadena . .ovvvvervnnen e 1 9 100

: ¢ % ¢+ &

The top point getter throughout the
season was Doug Imgrund however
on any given night significant scoring
could come from Darold Faldorf, Jim
Kurz, Lloyd Tappe or Harold Harrison.




Wadena Indians Basketball
1951-52

Kurz, Tappe, Peavey, Ratcliff, Goedel, Phillips, Schmith, Campbell, Harrison,
Wallevand, Freeman, Davig,

Season Record

2-19 Wadena Turns Back Aitkin

Wadena - 40 Staples ......... 400

a— In Home Opener by 52-47
QPPONENT THEY THEY - — -
- 7 3 After starting the season with a win over
, Altkin 7 7 0::;‘:” Lakes 38 || Aitkin it looked like this year’s team would

2 E{‘éi‘i‘i oonton 2; 51 an:rd % improve on last year’s 1-9 District 24 record.

57 o

% ii:iaﬁa phae ‘;‘i ﬁ ﬁ:ﬁz el 5% || However, the District 24 1952 season record

§§ Melrose L8 36 Staples : ’;‘g was again 1-9. In the tournament the Indians

33 gi:;cizizia ‘;35 b Long Prairte 50 lost to Verndale 47-40 in the quarterfinals..

3 6 Crosh ' : :

5 Drertes et 33 Pork ga;;;f‘m 22 || As with the 1951 team their were a number of
players that led the team in scoring for one or
more games. The most notable were Harold

Conference Harrison, Fred Freeman, Lloyd Tappe and
Lake Region 0-8 Jim Kurz.
District 24
. . andings

District 24 W L Pt R CO:Cdd
Quarterfinals  [Ziii™Faus .12 § oo Hss nadden
Verndale - 47 Kitian 21 111e 6 ad0

19




Wadena Indians Basketball

1952-53

L--R: D. Halliwell, D. Newell, G. Davis, D. Campbell, F. Freeman, J. Rice,
C. Phillips, D. Skalisky, J. Schmith, D. Sweere, J. Ratcliff, M. Goedel, E. Haight

We Opponent They
46 Fraree 7
34 Airkin as

49 Detroit Lakes 56
35 Crosby-lronton 47
49 Osakis 46
33 Little Falls 37
24 Alexandria 53
45 Brainerd 55
39 Park Rapids 44

SEASON'S RECORD

We Opponent They -

44 Staples

54 Lmﬁ Falls i;
47 Detroit Lakes 73
66 Perham 50
33 Melrose &6
50 Long Prairie 64
48 Aitkin 74

49 Staples . 59 -

43 Crosby-Ironfon 7:
44 BruI::rd 4

Season Record
3-17

Lake Region Conference

1-6

District 24
0-10 (6th)

Brainerd 7
Croshy-Ironton 7
Altkin .8
Little Falls .....4
Staples . 4
Wadena 1]

WL

DISTRICT. 24 sTANDI|

Pet,
778
J78
667
res
400
.600

The 1952-53 season was another
difficult one but it provided
opportunities for some
underclassmen that would contribute
significantly to more success in the
future. These underclassmen
included freshman Dick Shearer and
sophomores Dale Skalisky, Gene
Haight and Jim Rice.

Gobblers District 24
Stall Out F;'?rg{:
38-30 Win vs Aitkin
‘ 1952-53
Coach

Weldon “Buzz” Gray

Third year varsity player Fred
Freeman was the leading scorer.




Wadena Indians Basketball
1953-54

‘A" SQUAD: L-r. Ted Merickel, Gene Haight, Jim Rice, Gene Goedel, Bill Erdman, Dale Skalisky, Chuck Kennedy, Wally Kresien Dick

Shearer, Gary Davis, Bob Clark. Malcolm McDonald, John Fox—Managers.

Season Record
1-11 (partial)

Lake Region Conference
unknown

District 24
1-9 (6th)

District 24 Quarterfinal

Little Falls 44
Wadena 42

1953-55

Coach
Ed Hasbrouck

At the beginning of the 1953-54 season, in a
December 15 article in the Brainerd Daily
Dispatch, Wadena basketball was referred to
as a “weakling” and a “doormat” in District 24
competition. At the end of that season
Wadena had a four year combined record of
3-37 in District 24 competition.

The good news was that there would be a
strong nucleus of returning players that
could turn things around.

Sophomore Dick
Shearer and
junior Jim Rice
led Wadena to
an impressive
upset victory at
Staples, 53-52,
knocking the
Cards out of
contention for the
#2 seed in the
District 24
Tournament.

... —oui hioh with 18 Best for

the visitors, whose guard Dic
Shearer hit six long shots in a
row, five of them in the fina
riod.
mWadenn caught up with about
two minutes to go and took a 48-
47 lead. Gary Davis put in &
free throw and Jim Rice a field-
er in the closing minute and a
bucket by Jerry Pattison pul_led
the Cardinals up within a point.
Rice was the top scorer of
the game, collecting 22 points on
gix field goals and 10 of 12 ﬁ:ee
throws attempted. Shearer, ‘with
eight goals and two free throws,




Wadena Indians Basketball
1954-55

T. Merickel, J. Rice, G. Goedel, J. Gustafson, D. Skalisky, C. Kennedy, G. Ryti, R. Shearer, T. Zosel, B. Clark, J. Proctor, B. Tapley

v Tradt
itkin .
fark Roplds "
Sebeka Pt
Little Falls &2
Verndale 52
e New York Mills 2
la Staples 5
Wadena 45; Crosby-lronten 56
‘Wadena 51; Brainerd 79
Wadena 57; Detroit Lakes 52
Wadena  78;  Perham 48
Wadena  69; Long Prairie 4
Wadena  94;  Little Falls ”
Wadena 61; Aitkin 55
WWadena 57, Staples 32
jadena  93;  Park Rapids L
adena 78,  Brainerd o
Wadena 77,  Crosby-Ironton Ll
Jrodena 92, Henning 2
Pistrict 24 Tournament Game: &
edena 47,  Linle Falls
Coach

Season Record
14-7
Mid-State
Conference
4-4 (3rd)

District 24 Season
5-5 (3rd)
District 24

Quarterfinals:
Little Falls 69
Wadena 67

1953-55

Ed Hasbrouck

Dick Shearer

gez

After a slow start (0-5 in Dist 24) Wadena
finished the regular season with a ten-game
winning streak and gave Brainerd their only
District 24 defeat of the season.

DISTRICT 24

{Final Standings)

o W, L. Pct.

Warrjors 9 1 .300

C-1 6 4 .600

‘Wadena 5 5 .50

Little Falls 4 & 400

Staples 4 6 400

Ajtkin 2 8 200
[

Wadena Pair Leads Scoring
In Mid-State Conference

Dick Shearer
Mid-State All-Conference (13.9 ppg - 1st)
All-District 24 Team (15.0 ppg - 3rd)
74% season FT

Dale Skalisky
13.8 ppg (2nd in Mid-State scoring)

Senior Jim Rice was 5th in Mid-State scoring.




Wadena Indians Basketball
1955-56

Row one: J. Proctor. Row two: G. Ryti, G. Tappe, J. Ehlen, F. Braun, J. Campbell, B. Johnson, E. Gustafson, R. Walz, C. Kennedy, D, Shearer,

T. Zosel, D. Burrows.

FRNL

Season Record

10-11
Mid-State
Conference
Altkin .
3-5 (4th) zs=912.
Wadena ...
.Pllk Rapids

MID-STATE CONFER
ll'uul Standings)

W L Pct.
.71 878

DISTRICT 24
(Final Standings)
W L Pct.
Little Falls .. 8 .800
Brainerd . ..... &
Staples ...5
Altkin
Wadena
c-1 .
]

IYRTyt ]

LR T2 R N ]
17]
P
t=3

District 24
3-7 (5th-T)

District 24 Quarterfinal

Little Falls 94
Wadena - 77

1955-64
Coach
Harold Willis

Brainerd Dally Dispaich (Minn.), Friday, “darch 2, 1996

Shearer Leading
Mid-State Scorer

Dick Shearer 19.1 ppg
Mid-State Conference

(Players with 30 or more poinis)

G FG FT TP Ave.}
Shearer (W) ....... 8 46 61 153 141
Hegland (C-1) .....T 42 25 109 156 |
A. Haugen (S) ...... 8 42 38 120 150
Johnson (W) _..... 8 40 36 116 145
Park (AY .. ...... 8 44 20 108 135

Dick Shearer 20.2 ppg

Shearer Leading Dist 24 Large Schools

'A’ School Scorer

SCORING STATISTICS
(All Players with 45 or More Points) .

o G FG FT TP Ave,;
Shearer (W) ..... 10 53 G2 202 20.2]
Adafr By ... 1070 44 184 18.4
Emerson (B ., .... % 51 586 153-17.0
A, Haupen ¢8) .....10 61 48 170 170

2 x All-Conference Mid State
2 X All-District 24

"All-district guard Dick Shearer is one of
the ablest backcourt men in the state and
his record proves it."

Brainerd Daily Dispatch

February 14, 1956

In Shearer’s last five high school games
he averaged 26 ppg and made 87% of
his free throws on 77 attempts. In one of
those games Shearer was 19/20 from the
line.




Wadena Indians Basketball
1956-57

‘A4” TEAM: J. Ortloff, W. Gaslin, F. Braun, R. Walz, R. Ames, G. Tappe, S. Phillips,

V. Brust, R. Gustafson, J. St. Clair.

Season Record
3-18

MID-STATE CONFEREN(
iFinal Siandings:

W Pct,

837
750

Aitkin B -
Staples ...... .. .....8
Croshy-Tronten .., .4
Park Rapids .......2
Wadena _...........0

Mid State (0-8)

o b

District 24 (0-10)

District 24
Quarterfinal
Aitkin - 20
Wadena - 8

*See note
regarding
low score.

Coach
Harold Willis
1955-64

Every player on the 1956-57 roster was new
except for Roman Walz who saw little, if any,
varsity playing time the year before as a
sophomore. It is difficult to find “team
accomplishments” in a 3-18 season.
However, this season did give a group of very
promising underclassmen the opportunity to
gain varsity experience that would pay off
nicely in the two years that followed.

Individual

Sophomore Sam Phillips led the
team in scoring at almost 10 ppg.
His best outings were 25 points vs
Perham and 22 points vs Brainerd.

Another sophomore, Bill Gaslin, averaged 7
ppg. His high point effort was 19 vs Brainerd.

*Low Score
The Wadena coach must have felt his team (0-10 in District 24
games) could not compete with the Aitkin squad in a
conventional game so Wadena “held the ball” until late in the
game.

Ironically in the 1943 District 24 Tournament the #2 seed Aitkin
team held the ball against the #4 seed Wadena team. See the
1943 season information for more details.




Wadena Indians Basketball
1957-58

Gaslin, J. Uselman, H. Kutson, J. Ortloff, F. Braun.

“A” TEAM

ROW ONE: V. Brust, S. Phillops, D. Ames, B. Gustafson, J. Erickson, J. St. Clair. ROW TWO: R. Walz, B.

Season MID-STATE CONFERENCE
W I Pct. TP
park R 0 1.000 232
Record r'::-py !.r%i:;n : i i.::: ;:;g
10-9 Sanin 174933 313
Conference vf:ﬂ;: i : 143 414
2.6 DISTRICT 24 STANDINGS
W L Per. TP
i i B d 9 0 1.000 702
DlSt“Ct 24 C:::g;‘:honlon 6 4 800 711
3-7 Liltle Falia 4 4 500 478
Aitkin 4 5 444 544
Staples 7 & .250 430
Wadena 1 7 .12% 509
[
District 24
Quarterfinal
Wadena - 71
Brainerd - 88
Coach
Harold Willis
1955-64

The Indians finished the regular season
strong by beating Crosby Ironton, Staples,
Verndale and Little Falls. For Mid-State
Conference champions C-I, it was their only
conference loss.

Mid-State All-Conference
Bill Gaslin
Conf. scoring 2nd @ 17.9 ppg
Overall scoring 5th @ 15.8 ppg

Sam Phillips
Conf. scoring 3rd @ 16.0 ppg
Overall scoring 4th @ 16.6 ppg

Sam Phillips
On A||-Sfa1'e
This Week

PHILLIPS

MID-S7 ATE conrcnznct:
(Thm wma 45 or more paimﬁ)




Wadena Indians Basketball
1958-59

4
&

WYL -

/4 7m ROW ONE: Brust, Uselman, Knutson, Gaslin, Phillips. ROW TWO: Gustafson, Anderson, Mc-
Kellep, Stofer, Miller, Miller, Erickson.

——

Season Record This Wadena team had a talented core of
16-5 returning starters including Sam Phillips, Bill
) Gaslin and Vern Brust. The Indians started
Mid-State Conference the season among the favorites to win District
5-3 (1st-T) |24 and Region 6. They began with a twelve-
p— . — game winning streak, however they were
MID-STATE CONFERE) unable to sustain that momentum for the
Gt o s S B balance of the season. Not even a day off
ark Jupids . 1.3 -g;\ from practice to have a snowball fight helped.
Staples 4 4 500 They did end up in a tie for the Mid-State
i i S Conference title. In the District 24 title game
Wadena lost to Aitkin, a team they had
District 24 beaten twice in the regular season.
-3 (Ist-T) Bill Gaslin —
DISTRICT 24 STANDINGS WCCO All- Wadena s Gaslm
TRL per. TP State (12 player
Crosby-Ironton .7 3 .700 59 E\amed A“-Si'afe
Little Falls .....7 3 .700 601 team)
Wadena ........ 7 3 .70 674
Pl R 3 7 .300 57) .
Brainerd ........3 7 .300 59 -Three-time WCCO All-State Team of Week
Staples ....3 7 300 B58( .
-All-Region 6 Team

-Mid-State All-Conference (20.6 ppg - leader) -
o _ _ District 24 Scoring (21.8 ppg - leader)
District 24 Championship

Aitkin - 73 Sam Phillips
Wadena - 68 WCCO All-State :Sam Pl"!i"ips,
Team of Week \Averaging 18,
1955-63 'On All-State
Coach -All-Region 6 Team
Harold Willis -Mid-State All-Conference (16.9 ppg - 3rd)

-District 24 Scoring (16.9 ppg - 5th)




The End

| expect the interest level in this document to be low, however | do believe there are
people who would like it for various reasons. | am making this document available on a
thumb drive, free of charge, to any interested party. | will provide a hard copy for the
cost of printing. This Scrapbook 1900-1959 is also available at the WCHS:

Donations to the Wadena County Historical Society are encouraged:

Wadena County Historical Society
603 Jefferson St. North
Wadena, MN 56482

The WCHS can be reached at: 218-631-9079

| can be reached at:

email: jebbwillis1955@agmail.com
cell: 320-420-8810

Jebb Willis
Class of 1974


mailto:jebbwillis1955@gmail.com

