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Policy

Loitering
The Elsinboro Township Board of Education is committed to:

A. Promoting mutual respect, civility and orderly conduct among students employees, parents and the public;

B. Maintaining a safe and orderly educational environment; and 

C. Keeping the schools free from disruptions and preventing unauthorized use of school property.

The board encourages social interaction and the free exchange of ideas among the students, staff and community within the structure of the school program and school activities. Unauthorized use of school facilities is prohibited.  The care and maintenance of the school property and facilities is the responsibility of the board.  The board shall therefore work with staff, county officers and local law enforcement agencies to enforce policies and procedures for the appropriate use of school grounds and to discourage the misuse of school property including loitering on school property. 

Loitering means remaining idle in essentially one location, and includes the concept of spending time idly, to be dilatory, to linger, to stay, to saunter, to delay, to stand around and shall also include the colloquial expression "hanging around."
The board reserves the right to set the time and place of public gatherings so as to maintain an environment that is conducive to student achievement. The board prohibits loitering near academic buildings, athletic fields, and the cafeteria. This policy applies to individual students, student organizations and visitors during school and after school hours.

Gathering near academic buildings, athletic fields, the cafeteria and other designated areas is prohibited unless specifically approved by the superintendent or his or her designee or as part of a class or other school activity. 
Individual students and recognized student or community organizations wishing to gather on school property may do so with the permission of the superintendent or his or her designee and according to board policy 1330 Use of School Facilities.  Permission must be requested in writing at least 48 hours in advance and include a description of the activity, the estimated time and duration of the event, and the specific location requested. 
Students are not permitted to congregate on school grounds before school hours or after school hours unless specifically authorized by the superintendent or his or her designee or teaching staff member for official school related business.  

Students gathering before or after school for activities shall observe all school rules for conduct (see board policy and regulation 5131 Conduct and Discipline). Students shall be required to leave school grounds when the afterschool activity is ended.  Any individual student or group of students found on school property who are not involved in or watching a before school or afterschool activity or event shall be loitering and will be requested to leave.  

Students who loiter shall be subject to disciplinary action according to the school code of student conduct including detention and suspension. Repeated incidents may be reported to local law enforcement.

Any individual or group of individuals, including students congregating on school grounds when school is closed may be reported to local law enforcement. Any person creating a disturbance, damaging school property, using or distributing illegal substances, or smoking on school property shall be reported to local law enforcement. 

The superintendent may consult with appropriate school staff, county officials and law enforcement agencies in the development of procedures to ensure loitering is discouraged on school property.  Signs may be posted that clearly indicate the operational hours of the school and rules for school property use.

Disturbances at School Events 

The board welcomes the attendance of members of the community at athletic and other public events held by the school, but the board also acknowledges its duty to maintain order and preserve the facilities of the district during the conduct of these events. The board holds the legal authority to bar the attendance of any person whose conduct may constitute a disruption at a school event. In compliance with law, the board directs that no alcoholic beverage be consumed at any function on school property nor that any betting occurs on school premises.
Adopted: 
September 8, 2008 
NJSBA Review/Update: 
November 2021


Adopted:

Key Words

Disturbance, Violence, Disrupt, Disruption, 

Legal References: N.J.S.A. 2C:18-3 
Unlicensed entry of structures; defiant trespasser; peering into

 
dwelling places; defenses


N.J.S.A. 2C:33-1 
Riot; failure to disperse


N.J.S.A. 2C:33-2. 
Disorderly conduct


N.J.S.A. 2C:33-2.1. 
Public place defined; loitering to obtain or distribute CDS is a 



disorderly persons offense

Possible
Cross References:
*1250
Visitors




*1330
Use of school facilities




*1410
Local units




*3510
Operation and maintenance of plant




*3516
Safety




*5141.1
Accidents




*5142
Student safety




*6114
Emergencies and disaster preparedness

*Indicates policy is included in the Critical Policy Reference Manual.
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