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BOARD OF TRUSTEES’ CALLED MEETING MINUTES
Monday, July 11, 2011 - 9:00 A. M.
Board/Staff Development Meeting Room
423 School Street - Kingstree, SC

Members Present: Ms. Norma Bartelle, Mr. Charles Garner, Mr. James Darby, Rev. Norman Gamble,
Rev. W. C. Henryhand, Mr. Joseph Lee, and Mrs. Barbara McKenzie

Others Present: Dr. Yvonne Jefferson-Barnes, Dr. Bernice Cooper, Ms. Christine Green, and Mrs. Joann
Fulton.

The meeting was called to order by the Acting-Chair, Ms. Norma Bartelle.
Rev. Norman Gamble led the group in prayer. All persons were asked to recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

A motion was made by Mr. Joseph Lee and seconded by Rev. William Henryhand to amend the agenda to
include the election of a new Chairman. The motion to amend was carried unanimously, (6-0). The Acting-
Chair did not vote.

Swearing-In of Board Members
Newly-Elected Board Member James Darby was sworn-in by Joann Fulton, Board Clerk/Notary Public of
South Carolina.

Election of Board Chair
The Board Clerk opened the floor for nominations for Board Chair.

Rev. Gamble called the point of order that in the absence of the Chair, the Board Vice-Chair serves as
Chair for the year.

Mrs. McKenzie motioned to suspend the rule to adopt a policy to elect officers at any time. Rev. Gamble
stated that the Board is governed under Robert's Rules of Order, and the suspension would require a 2/3
vote (5 votes) to suspend the rule.

Superintendent Jefferson-Bames stated that she would call the attorneys to secure a ruling on the issue.

Rev. Gamble made a motion which was seconded by Mrs. Bartelle to recess until the superintendent
returned. The motion to recess was carried unanimously, (6-0). The Acting-Chair did not vote. The Board
recessed at 9:11 a. m.

A motion was made by Rev. William Henryhand and seconded by Mrs. Barbara McKenzie that the Board
convene in Open Session. The motion was carried unanimously, (6-0). The Acting-Chair did not vote. The
Board convened in Open Session at 9:16 a. m.
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[image: image2.jpg]Attorney Charles Boykin spoke with the Board and Superintendent, via teleconference. He stated that if the
school district has a policy to allow the Board to suspend a rule, then the Board should follow the policy. If
there is no rule on the policy, then the suspension of the rule requires a 2/3 vote. He further stated that
usually, or unless there is a default clause, the Board is governed under Section 25 of Robert's Rules of
Order.

Dr. Jefferson-Barnes asked if he was saying that the suspension required five votes to override the current
board policy. Attorney Boykin told her that yes that was his opinion, unless the policy on suspension
provided to the contrary.

Rev. Gamble then stated that the vacancy was for Vice-Chair, because the Vice-Chair would move into the
position of Chairperson until the November election.

A motion was made by Mrs. Barbara McKenzie to adjourn, and table the election until the Board could get a
ruling from another attorney.

A motion was made by Mr. James Darby to postpone.

A motion was made by Rev. Norman Gamble and seconded by Rev. William Henryhand that the meeting
be adjourned. Rev. Henryhand withdrew his second to the motion.

A motion was made by Rev. Norman Gamble that the meeting be adjourned. The motion to adjourn failed
due to the lack of a second.

Mr. Lee asked for a second opinion on the attorney's ruling.

Mr. Garner said that the district has hired attorneys, so why, and where, would the Board get a second
opinion.

A motion was made by Mr. James Darby to elect the Vice-Chair temporarily, until the Board gets a ruling
from another attorney.

Rev. Gamble asked if the motion was for postponing or tabling.
Mrs. McKenzie withdrew her motion.
Chairperson Norma Bartelle opened the floor for the election of a Vice-Chair.

Rev. Gamble called the point of order that the motion from Mr. Darby, to postpone, was on the floor and
took precedence over the election of a Vice-Chair.

Mr. Darby stated that his motion was not to postpone. Mr. Darby withdrew his motion.

Called Board Meeting
July 11, 2011
Page 2 of 3




[image: image3.jpg]Mr. Lee asked where the next meeting would be held.
Mr. Darby made a motion that the next meeting and all other meetings be held at the district.

A substitute motion was made by Mr. Joseph Lee and seconded by Mr. James Darby that the July meeting
be held at the School District Office.

Ms. Bartelle called the point of order that the item should have been placed on the agenda.
Rev. Gamble suggested that the location of Board Meetings be placed on the next agenda, as an agenda
item.

Dr. Barnes asked permission to advise the Board. She stated, ‘I would like to advise the Board that we all
must remember why we are here, and set the tone for the coming year. Based on the discussions that have
occurred, the Board has two options to consider; (1) to elect a Vice-Chair or (2) move to table the election
until the Board has had time to review its policies, and determined appropriate procedures to take regarding
the election process (election of Vice-Chair or Chair). The appropriate actions will then be taken at the next
meeting.”

A motion was made by Mrs. Barbara McKenzie and seconded by Mr. Joseph Lee to table the matter until
the next board meeting. The motion to table was carried unanimously, (6-0). The Chair did not vote.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Mrs. Barbara McKenzie and seconded by Rev. William Henryhand that the meeting
be adjourned. The motion was carried unanimously, (6-0). The Chair did not vote. The meeting was
adjourned at 9:26 a. m.

Submitted by: % %’7 u%é/nu Date: (?1/02.2'///

K] .
Board Secretary: ) ’ Date: gé Z/// /

Called Board Meeting
July 11, 2011
Page 3 of 3




