**UPDATED**

DECA:  NEW YORK EXPERIENCE 2022
November 28 - December 3, 2022
A Career-Based Conference Focusing on Fashion, Finance, Hospitality & Tourism
DECA’s New York Experience Conference gives DECA members a unique opportunity to learn about career fields that are vital to the most exciting city on Earth – New York. At this conference students explore fashion merchandising, tour and learn the history of the Wall Street financial district (including Ground Zero), hear from tourist attraction marketing experts, and much more

In order to participate in this popular conference, we start planning now. To do this, I will need a deposit for the trip in the amount of $500.00 NO LATER THAN September 15, 2022.  You may turn this in to me at any time…the earlier the better. THIS $300 IS A NON-REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT. If you back out of the trip after this amount is paid there is NO REFUND.  And I will not hold your spot if this is not paid by the 21st .  The approximate cost of the trip at this time is $1700 which includes airfare, hotel accommodations, Radio City Music Hall Rockettes show or Broadway Show, the Observation Deck of the Empire State Building, guided on/off bus tours of Wall Street and Ground Zero, 9/11 Memorial Museum tour, and ground transportation, etc.  This amount is based on four people per room.  Depending on how many go this could change the amount to lower or higher, but that would be deducted from the last payment. Should some people drop out, the cost will increase. I have attached a tentative agenda of activities. This amount also includes 5 breakfasts and 4 dinners. Lunch will be on your own 
Here is a breakdown of the payments:

Third Payment       DUE September 15

  500.00

Fourth Payment     DUE October 14

  600.00

Final Payment 
     DUE November 14

  600.00


Each person will be responsible for paying their own baggage fees ($50 or $25 each way) when we arrive at the airport (if we don’t fly Southwest). We need a minimum of 30 participants (this can include adults). Right now we are at 18. Because we will be traveling by a private bus while in New York, I can take more. However, I must have a minimum of 5 parents as chaperones attend. Parents may attend also and they will pay the same as the students. We will not attend the New York Conference again until December 2024. So now’s your chance.
Several of you have asked if you can just write a check for the total amount due and the answer is YES.  Make it payable to OBHS DECA.  Once you have registered and paid the $300.00 this payment is NON-REFUNDABLE.  The airline tickets are also non-refundable.  So, be sure and put a lot of thought into this before making a commitment.  You may also pay on RevoPay. If you do not keep up with your payments, you will be removed from the trip and money paid will not be refunded.
Students will be responsible for some meals, spending money, and incidentals. I hope we will be flying Southwest which does not charge for the bags. Right now is too early to start booking flights. I plan to take care of this over the summer. If we end of flying another airline, each person will be responsible for paying the $35.00 for their bag at the airport both in Memphis and New York. 
This is an amazing experience!  If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at 662-893-3344 ext 394 or 901-268-4523 or email me at Vicki.sullivan@dcsms.org.  I look forward to the educational opportunities of the New York Experience.

Attached are a few information sheets about the trip. Some of which require your signature. These need to be returned with the first payment by September 15.
Vicki Sullivan
DECA Advisor
NY Experience 2022 Rules:

 
 1.  
Bring extra money for meals (lunch each day & during travel), extra stuff we do and shopping. 

 
2.  
I would like you to wear your Chapter shirt/NY Shirt on our travel day. 

 
3.  
Bring a few snacks in case you get hungry while traveling. You will need to buy your drinks after we pass through security 

 4.  
Have picture ID (driver's license).

 5.  
Bring comfortable walking shoes.  Don't complain.  Nobody wants to hear it.  There will be lots and lots of walking.  

 
6.  
Be very cautious about inviting people you have just met into your hotel room….things may come up missing.  NEVER leave expensive items, cash, etc. lying out in your hotel room.  DO NOT leave the door unlocked or propped open.  Be smart.  

 
7.  
Bring your cell and get everyone’s numbers including mine going on the trip.  When I call, ANSWER YOUR PHONE.  KEEP IT ON VIBRATE, NOT SILENT SO THAT I CAN COMMUNICATE WITH YOU AT ALL TIMES.

 8.  
Remember how to act at the hotel.  Remember the rules you signed.  I have no problem sending you home if you break the rules…you are not going to ruin the trip for me and others who know how to behave.

9.
There shall be no defacing of public property. Any damage to any property or furnishing in the hotel rooms or building must be paid for by the individual or chapter responsible.


10.
Delegates shall refrain from using inappropriate or profane language at all times.


11.
Delegates shall refrain from verbal, physical or sexual harassment, hazing or name-calling.


12.
Delegates shall respect the rights and safety of other hotel guests.


13.
Delegates shall not possess alcoholic beverages, narcotics or weapons in any form at any time under any circumstances.


14.
Delegates shall refrain from gambling—playing cards, dice or games of chance for money or other things of value.


15.
Use of tobacco products by delegates is prohibited at all DECA functions.


16.
Delegates must adhere to the dress code at all times.


17.
Delegates must not dress or behave in a manner than can be interpreted as sexually explicit.


18.
Students shall keep their adult advisors informed of their activities and whereabouts at all times.

19. 
Please use good manners on the trip!  This means simple things like saying thank you and being courteous.  School dress code applies everyday.  I will cover dress as we get closer. Thanks for your help in this matter.  


20. 
NEVER, NEVER go anywhere alone when we get there!  You signed the forms.  This will be enforced…this is for everyone. There is no reason to ever go off on your own alone. 

21.
DO NOT TAKE AN “UBER’ ANYWHERE. We will go as a group everywhere we go.  


22. 
Get along with your roommates and be courteous and respectful of them and their belongings.


23. 
I will not be able to supervise you every second, nor should I be expected to.  Manage yourself and use good judgment.  I must know where you are at all times.  Never leave the hotel without signing out and checking with me first. I must know where you are and who you are with at all times!  I care about you and I take your safety and well-being very seriously.  

24.
You are not allowed to have members of the opposite sex in your hotel room at any time unless the door is FULLY propped open.  DO NOT BREAK THIS RULE.  Even if you are friends, do NOT pile up in the bed together and watch TV…even though this is innocent, pictures will be texted and put on Social Media for the whole world to see.  This is not what we want the reputation to be for Olive Branch DECA.  Remember how things will look to people who don’t know the situation.

25. 
You MUST be in school the day after we return.  I will be here.  Don't make me look bad and have a lot of your teachers complaining to me.  Get your work done.  Take care of your business!

26. 
Please be patient and respectful to me!  This is a lot of responsibility and can be very stressful.  

27.
Delegates should be prompt and prepared for all activities.


28.
Delegates should be financially prepared for all activities.


29.
Delegates will spend nights at their assigned hotel and in their assigned room. No guests allowed during curfew hours. Delegates will be quiet at curfew.


30.
Curfew will be enforced. Curfew means the delegate will be in his/her assigned room.

New York Experience Commitment Form

I, ________________________________, parent of _________________________________ agree to allow my student to participate in the DECA New York Experience 2022. I understand all of the following:

· All costs involved $1700 approximate
	· Tours

	· Hotel

	· Transportation

	· 9 Meals

· Entertainment


· Commitment to paying in full by Nov 14th.  I also understand that payments must be made as scheduled and the full amount must be paid by the above date, or I forfeit my student’s spot for the trip

· My verbal consent will not be allowed. I must return this form to reserve my student’s spot.

· If I choose to not allow my student to attend after the money has been paid I will not receive any refund and that this money may not be able to be used for future trips.
· I also understand that if for some reason after September 1st, the trip is cancelled due to Covid19 restrictions (here or NY), the company will work with us on rescheduling, but no refund will be given by Junior Tours.
I also have read and understand all the NY Experience 2022 Rules. And I understand that any violation could result in the student being sent home at the parent’s expense.

__________________________     ____________________________

Parent/Guardian's Signature



Student's Signature

