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Dual Dedication

My father, Harold Willis, was a head basketball coach (1955-
64) and a history teacher (1955-1985) at Wadena High
School. | grew up loving the game of basketball. He would be
happy to know that | eventually grew up to appreciate the
importance of documenting the past.

Bob Zosel was, among other things, the great local historian
of Wadena. | was lucky enough to have played basketball for
Wadena High School in the early 1970’s at which time Mr.
Zosel was in charge of running the game clock, the scoreboard
and “the horn.” When coach said to get back in the game one
would promptly approach the scorer’s table. Once
acknowledged by Mr. Zosel the player would sit and wait for a dead ball so
the horn could be sounded, and the substitution made. While waiting to get
back into the game it was typical for Mr. Zosel to offer a few words of
encouragement.

| wish they were both still here to have helped me assemble
“The Scrapbook."*

It is worth noting that from 1924-56 there were ten Wadena basketball
teams that included at least one Zosel, and at least one of those teams
competed in each of the four decades represented during that time. This
fact, and much of what | discovered, could not have been uncovered
without the help of the Wadena County Historical Society.

Jebb Willis
Class of 1974

*Information Sources:
“The Scrapbook” contents came primarily from:
-The Brainerd Daily Dispatch (via: newspapearchives.com)
-Pictures and Wadena PJ articles: The Wadena County Historical Society
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The Beginning
Wadena Indians basketball started around the turn of the century, the exact year was
not determined. The Wadena High School athletic teams’ nickname of “Indians” came
from the town’s namesake, Ojibwe Chief Wadena, who lived in the later part of the 19th
century.

9/ o y =
The Great Chief Wadena
1885

In the 1980’s when the Wadena and Deer Creek school districts merged the new WDC
athletic teams’ nickname was changed to the “Wolverines.”

Wadena High School Colors

Until the late 1940’s the Wadena Indians were often referred to as the “Orangemen.”
Dating back to 1925 the Wadena school colors were orange and white. However,
because of a shortage of dye needed to make the color orange they chose to switch
their colors effective the 1948-49 school year. The student body voted and blue and
gold were selected as the new school colors. The “Orangemen” ceased to exist.

1948-49

In with the New

The pages that follow are about the history of Wadena basketball, by decade, from the
early 1900’s through the 1950’s. An attempt has been made to identify the coaches, the
conferences and other affiliations, and the teams themselves. Rosters, records, team
and individual achievements are provided where possible. Accuracy has been a goal
but cannot be guaranteed. Feedback to provide missing information, or to point out
inaccurate information, is encouraged. Old team, game action and individual player
photos would also be appreciated. This document will be updated as needed.

My primary sources of information have been the online archives of the Brainerd Daily
Dispatch and resources found at the Wadena County Historical Society.

You may contact me at: jebbwillis1955@gmail.com
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Pre'1 920,8 (Page 7)

Misc articles and notes of interest from 1905-1916:
1905 boys’ and girls’ basketball in central Minnesota
1914 District 6 runner-up to Aitkin
1914 Wadena team roster
1916 District 6 champions fall to Bemidiji
Team Pictures and Rosters 1911-1914
Coach Kidder of 1911-13 Teams
Coach J. L. Monson of 1913-14 Team

The 1920’s ;1

Team Pictures and Rosters 1920-23, 1925-26 and 1929
Misc articles and notes of interest:

1922 and 1923 State Basketball Tournament
1924-25 District 6 becomes District 11
District 11 Tournament Results 1925-29
1927-28 All-District 11 First Team

Coaches (confirmed dates)

-Mr Otte (1919-20)

-Mr Kuefler (1920-23)

-Mr Vos (1924-25)

-Mr Rosenberger (1925-27)
-Mr Chermak (1927-1937)



Pre-1920’s

Misc Articles and Notes of Interest

1900-09

1910-19

1905: Boys and Girls Teams

This was the oldest article | found relating to

any high school basketball in central
Minnesota. As you can see Little Falls and
Staples had both boys’ and girls’ teams.

The boys’ and girls’ basketball team
of Little Falls high school played the
boys' and girls’ team of the Staples
high school last night the latter winning
in both cases, 'T'he girls’ score was 7 to
9, the boys’ score was 16 to 14. Both
games were close. Montgomery, center
of Staples, played the star game of the
evening.

Brainerd Daily Dispatch, January 31st, 1905

It was newsworthy in 1905 that the Aitkin
basketball team traveled (presumably by

t(a‘im through Brainerd on its way to Staples.

The Aitkin

to Staples where they will

evening,

basketball team passed
through the city this afternoon en route
play this

Brainerd Daily Dispatch, March 11, 1905

This 1912 photo is
from the Wadena
County Historical

Society.

Miller, Pansy basketball team

This Feb 24, 1914, article is the first news |
discovered involving Wadena basketball.

Wadena 28
Brainerd 15

Wadena defeated Bralnerd. in ll.ul :
rocent bosicetboll game at. the loeal | 1
high school audltorium, the score hu'.
ing 28 to 16 Braltnerd was bandi=:,
cipped by the loss of a player and!
fumbermore bl pnderrated the!
strmmu of Wadenn, Brainerd made

7 polnts betors Wadena scored, This
F-rhlil}' evening Walker wiil ;!In_:-'!::
Bralneril at thie loeal school nuditor-
lum.

Brainerd Daily Dispétch, February 24,1914

1914 District 6 Championship

~ AITKIN 39,
: WADENA 8

|

" Basketball Championship of the

. Bixth District Won by the Ait-
kin Team Last Night

|
| ?LAY A FAST, CLASSY GAME

{ Aitkin Now Eligible to Enter the
State Tournament at Carlton
College, Northfield
. "laying Inst, apgressjve baskethall,
Aitkin defeated Wadenn here 39 to
"4, winping the champlonshlp of the
rixth eongressjonal distriet and gual-
If¥ing to enter the stnte tournament
re U'ariton colloge, Northfleld, Mareh |
sooand 2l Thiv  mokes  twelve
drafaht vietorles for e Altkln hizh

el tonm,

Brainerd Daily Dispatch, March 14, 1914

SEE NEXT PAGE - (cont 1)




Misc Articles and Notes of Interest

1910-19 (cont 1)

1910-19 (cont 2)

Roster

‘Thir Waildena team  comslpred  af
sty nlght forward, L. Land left
rerward, Hutebine ronter,  Stevir
It guand, B, Lamt rlght uunrd, The
el of e Wadenn team played
alree Lalbeetitates | e secopd half,
T FMemerinan gnd Kinealey, b
e ol wol Etemc Fhe e, Tle

Aitkin 39 vs Wadena 8
1914 District 6 Championship
ROSTER: Hutchins, Kennedy, Lund, E., Lund,
L., Kingsley, Stevens, Zimmerman and

Joset.

Jan 9, 1915
BRAINERD BEATS WADENA

Triumphs Qver Wadens High by 24 to
20 Score on Friday
‘Evening

Brainerd high scitool trlumphed
over their rivals from Wadena last
nirht in a game which kept the spec-
tators breathless wivh suspensa.  The
5.0"c was 214 to 20 when tho final

wlhistie mew.  Wadena war leading
Zimmerman is Wadena star in
24-20 loss to Brainerd.
into a good scoring machine. Bert
Norquist at stationary guard was the
¢iHining light for Brainerd while Zim-
merman starred for Wadena. Day sev-

Feb 24, 1915

Wndona «tefamm Little an Fri-
day at Wadena by a score of 20 to 22,

Wadena 25 vs Little Falls 22

Jan 10 1916

BRAINERD 35, |
WADENA 27

Hard Fought Game of Basketball
Won by Local High Quint
Saturday Evening

r— ————

LILJEDAHL WAS THE REFEREE

Brainerd Squad Wears New Uniforms
~—Also Had New Ball and New
Methods

In a fast, hard-fought game play-
ed Saturday evening on the floor of
the local high  school auditorium
Brainerd high won 35 to 27 at basket-
ball, defeating the quint from the
Wadena high school. - Liljedahl, of

Zimmerman Ieads Wadena - 10

SEE NEXT PAGE - (cont 3)




(CONTINUE TOP OF NEXT COLUMN - (cont 2))

Misc Articles and

1910-19 (cont 3)

Feb 5, 1916

Talk about “home-court advantage!”

feated by a good, mrsln, 22 to 8.
Wsadena Pnthuatutn uy it was the

r:u:t, that the Wndenu floor is very
email and: exceedingly  low. - The
hfwkets‘iy ere only about two feet be-
low the eiling and is intercepted by
i“o “cross beams ‘and eight 1ghts
with "ua!ds \thh protrnde about a

foot below: the eemng 'l‘hc aeats are

‘:Biainerd
shots tha
from. the’

.n_mdef had to be shot_
dAmmediate

‘In a tast mciung game Friday |
night at Wadens, the lgpnh were de- |

bunt game ever pla}ed at Wadena. |
 The locals’ deteqt was due to the|

R ..

'.Icinlt}""'ot the:

bMI\QtS

Post-game food
and dance for visitors.
In the last half the Wadena quint

the game. &h«f Bralmrd ‘teamn  was

mlmnmd at-a (Lmee o

ix uiﬁ 16 )mints to Brainerd's 8. Aftul'

‘mnul uith re(rmhmenm by tlm.
nphumurw ‘¢lass and a!ter\hdrd vn»

(CONTINUE TOP OF NEXT COLUMN - (cont 4))

Notes of Interest
1910-19 (cont 4)

Mar 13, 1916

District 6 Champions Wadena
lose to Bemidji 63-59.

Zlmmerman scores 20.

1 Rishit here it might be stated that
PWadena, after  defe ating  Brainerd
ance on their undersized  floor and
ihen defeating Frazee, Battle Lake,
s Abexandria and somwe of the small
teams of the district,  clulmed  the
championhip of the Sixth distriet.
FF Dmediately Bemlidji challenged
e Lo ame on sotne pewtral flooy,
The Sto Cloud floor was declded on.
The zmme was staged last Saturday
pizht bt Widena had na elaines at
a0 When the thme-Kkeepers sound-

o time up” the seore was counted
and Wadena was rather “mussed nn”
co tag Speak, the geore beine L Lo
abobin Bendidi's  1avor. Tanner
nrde TH feld baskets, all unzuarded
Hiejd shinte. His caard, the famed
speneer, was nnable to locate him
at all. Wadena's forward, Zimmer,
tinde boofield soals, Johnson of [;.---1

NOTES:
From February of 1914 to March of 1916, it
appears that Zimmerman was the star of that era.

| found no other pre-1920’s articles relating to
Wadena basketball. Perhaps WWI, and the
USA’s entry in 1917, had something to do with
that.

The Minnesota State High School League was
first organized in 1916 as the State High School
Athletic Association. Its primary purposes were (1)
to promote amateur sports and (2) to establish
uniform eligibility rules for interscholastic contests.




1910°s

1910-11

o e R
Front: Loyal Zimmerman, Harold Parker
Back: “Fen” Burch, Bob Langenbacher, unknown

Front: Elmer Lund
Middle: Zeke Kennedy, Harold Parker
Back: Bob Langenbacher, unknown, “Fen” Burch
Coach: Kidder

1912-13

Front: Zeke Kennedy, Elmer Lund, Bill Robb
Back: Rae Carroll, Bob Langenbacher

Coach Kidder

Front: 4th from left Elmer Lund, 5th Zeke Kennedy

Others (not in order): Carroll Kingsley, Everett
Klngsley, Clifford Stevens, Roy Joset, Wayne
Zimmerman, Fred Spencer, Arthur Hutchins, J.L.
Monson

Coach: J.L Monson

District 6 runner-up to Aitkin

10



1920’s

1919-20

Back: Carl McDowell, Bill Stevens, George
Welch, Maurice Merickel, Vern Wright

Front: Marion Blaha, Pat Lund, Joe Rice,
Coach Otte

1920-21

Back: Coach Kuefler, Merritt Dodds, Vern
Wright, Clair Walker, Carol Parker

Front: Marion Blaha, Carl McDowell, Harold
Kruger, Bill Stevens

Wadena PJ, December 10, 1970:
This was coach Kuefler's first year and this 1920-21 team was
undefeated.

1921-22

Back: Bill Stevens, Vern Wright, Maurice
Merickel, Carol Parker

Front: Donald McKinnon, Clair Walker, Coach
Kuefler, Marion Blaha, Joe Rice

1922 State Tournament Participant
(based upon District 6 Championship)

1922
Vern Wright
Marion Blaha

It was trendy to have
postcards made.

1921

Vern Wright
Marion Blaha
Merritt Dodds

11



1920’Ss con)

1922-23

Back: Coach Kuefler, Carol Parker, Milton Gaslin,
Carl Spooner

Front: Donald McKinnon, Kenneth Hezzelwood,
Joe Rice, Ed Lehman, Merritt Dodds

1923 State Tournament Participant
(based upon District 6 Championship)

1924-25

Standing (left to right)—Jacobson, Stevens, Jansen, Zuelke, Coach Voss.
Seated (left to right)—Young, Krause, Captain Zosel, Keachie.

Lost 20-18 to Pine River
(the eventual District 11 Champions)

1925-26

Coach Rosenberger
Captain Krause Young

Lehman Zosel Stevens Brownsey
McBride Zuehlke

Lost 19-18 to Staples
(District 11 Tournament)

1928-29

Back: Olin, Anderson, Fischer, Brownsey
Front: Davis, Zosel, Schmidt

Lost 38-32 to Brainerd
(District 11 Tournament)

12



In the News

1921-22 Season

1921-22 (cont.)

1922 State Tournament Participant

Regular season
Dec 15, 1921

BASKETBALL NOTES
 Little Fakiﬂ | high aef;éated Long
Prairie high 42 to 7. At the end of
the first half the score stood 27 to 5.

Wadena defeated Perham in their |

first game of the season 45 to b.
Brainerd hizh's next game is with
Croshy at Croshy.
St Cloud Tech. defeated Mora 25
to 18.

State Tournament First Round
Wadena - 27 New Ulm - 17
March 16,1922

STATE HIGH SCHOOL

WADENA DEFEATS NXEW VLM,
STILLWATER BEAT ST, PETER
MANKATO JOHNSON 1NGU
(ﬂ Untted Proes)

‘ vorihficld, Maréh ~16.—Wadenn de-
[fenled New Ulm in Lhe firat game of
‘the state lgh school Luslethall tours
‘nament early toiday. | The score wan
2% to 1. AM the enll of the first half,

‘the teams were t(led, 10 to 10,

By u britliant tast minute ruak Suidl-
water high fn the sucond rotty of thin
tnurnnmm!t de(entmt ‘;l. Peter 50 to
‘23, St Peoter tovk the lead in the
second half, and h6id {1 antil the lust
three miniles of play. Iolmes made
five fteld haskota..  Stiliwater will mest
Wadens st B eelock. thin ovening.

Jahnegon high scheol of Bt. Paul fell
before the husky Mankato five it (he
third game “hia: moralng. ‘Manksto
took an early lead, and' held It with
ihe exception of a faw miuwien In the

—

N

—

BASKETBALL GAMES

¥
v
H]
i
N

L I T R

- om o e

- oaw T

first half, ang won:23 to 16,

s .

1922 State Tournament Semi-Final
Wadena - 34 Madison - 35 (OT)
March 17,1922

{By United IPrean.)

Northfietd, March 17.—Rod Wing and
Madigon high school will meet in the
finala for the state high school hasket-
ball champlonship tonight. Red Wing
dofented Duluth Central In the semi-
finnls 30 to. 25. .

Madison eliminated Wadena this
morning 356 to 34 In an exciting oxtras
period game.

Heg Wing wans the favorlie oxsr ihe
Naahy Madinon tecam thin morning.

The Hed Wing nquad defeated somo

of the strongest tenms in the tourna-|.

ment in the preliminaries, nnd Dul ulh
Contral] wan not an easy foe in “the'
wemi-finnds, Tted Wing got inta the
semi-finals Innt year when Minnespo-
Ha Contral won the champlonship of
1921,

Uncrring shooting of Heandrickaon
and the driving game of the Madison
fiva put them into tho Nnale.

At the end of tha half, Madinon held
a 16 to 8 leng over Wadena., Waronn
began a smashing attack In the third
gquarter, and atl the end of that period
held the lead 26 o 21,

Madison rallled and wit hone ininute
to go, the wcore was Wadenn 30, Mnadi-
mon 29 Merickel made a free throw
and 'Toxto droppeag in o fleld basket
tytog the acore at the fionl gun, 31 to
31. In thn extra poriod Tosto and
Merickel, the oppaning centerm, onch
aenred from the fletd agaln, l.j'lug' the
ROOre.

Johnaon, Madinon aubnetitate, (dron-
pral in n long sahot from tha sikde line,
Merickol mnde a frce throw for Wa-
dena. Final satcare, Madison 35, Wa-
denn J4.

It was the best game of the tourna-
ment, ang Haendricksan wan caunily the
bext man In the game, and the out-
standing wtar of the tournament.

1922 State Championship
(19-0) Red Wing 34 Madison 27

13



1922-23 Season

1923-24 Season

Feb 7, 1924
Effective for the next year's 1924-25
season Wadena was switched from
District 6 to District 11. They were joined
in District 11 with Aitkin, Brainerd,
Crosby-Ironton, Eagle Bend, Motley, Pine
River and Staples.

1923 State Tournament First Round

Wadena - 16 Hopkins - 17
March 27,1923

BASKETBALL

Tast Xight's State Toarnament Nevalts
Anrora, %8; Mnarahnil, 16,
1toe:haster, B4: Madldon, 16,
5L, Petar, 20: K. Panl, 22,

Blue Earcth, TIK: Crookston, 15,
Auxtin, 28: Hoath 51 Poaul, A,
Bt Cloud, 2, Minneapotin, 18,
Hupkine, 172 Warlera, 16,
L ] &* »
St Clond Wine First tigme
Ht, nud defeuted Minneapolls £'en-

ll&l in a gnme thal reguired two extra

fivemntunte  perlmls 1o dechie  last

night. The meare was 20 to I8,
The count was 18 to 14 ut the end
of the regalnr gonie.  Flell gtoals iy

[ Clasane of 81, Clowt and Captain Moty
'[0F Minnenpobis tled §t agmfn nt the

ciild of thn tirat. extra perled, and tr
1the swnram] exten pwrlivl of plhy twn
el gonln by Guxaer, wihile WHHems
of \Hnummrllu whdtexel abo, pave e
raine Lo 81 Clined,
L} [ ] [
Today's Uames
Milmvmmlln. Mam-h ZN.— Mo hesler
defentnd 8i, Poter in the m-mml ruunt
of the pltute hixh schod  basketiadl
tonrnatnent todny.  The swore was 16
o N, '
Auntin defented Hine ¥urth 14 1o 12
“Adrora 23, tit. Clond O,
Hopkinn 7. ftuncoeck 17,

e

—
[} 1Y
1923 State Championship
(17-2) Aurora 24 Austin 14

newan will awnin his  hanvd  In

A

Ir
1)

4

A £ v w

w2 Tt e S ok ™ o

T}wnsnm} mnunm' 7. 1024

" HELP S IMHI\I-'I‘B)\UI I\ HIANERD

THE cause of hnqkethal] in 'Brah\eu.] high school will he bene-
fited if the recenl proposal of the board of control of the Mimn
sota State Higlr School Athletic association which has rafistricted ‘
the state, is adopted for next year's playing. Asx matters stood |n
the old thw, Brainerd faced the hardest kind of schednle auch
as §t. Cloud, Bemidji and Little Falls. With tarmainf such calther, .
the sontest in our nld distriet was -one which sapped the hlrﬂmﬂrhl
of even the winner -«u that the tenm usually made little showing
in the finals. !

Under the new armngumenl information-of which wag tTans-
mitted to Supt, W. C. Cobb, the whole state har heen rediatricted |
in 82 districts, and in the determination -of baskethall champion-
ships these dlstrmts are grouped by fours for eight regional tour-
naments.

Brainerd, in District 11, will be associnted with Aitkin, Cros-
by<lronton, I‘aglc Bend, Motte‘, Pine River, St-nplm and Wadena |,
and plays at the remonn.l teurnament to be held in St. Cloud, The|
winner there competes in the ﬂna]% with the winners of the-seven |,
other regional tnumammm

St. Cloud is placed in Dmtrlgt 12'and s associated with An-
nandale, Buffalo, Little Falls, Maple Lake, Monlicello, Pavnes-
ville, Ro\ altom and Sauk Rapuh

Bemldn is placed in Diatrict No. b of Regional Tournament
No. 2 and is associated with Akeley, Bagley, Blackduck, Cass Luke,
Deer River, Park Rapids and Walker,

The new plan if made effective next year meets the hearty
approbation of the Dispatch. Every basketball Tun when he stu-
dies the m,w dmtru.tmg will undoubtedly concur. \

O S| SIS —

Dec 3, 1924

BASKETBALL
SCHEDULE 18
ARRANGED HERE

REFPRESENTATIVES OF 11TH TINS5
TRICT MET IN CITY
TRIDAY

NOTE
Wadena coach Mr. Vos (1924-25).

1924-25 (cont.)

14




1924-25-Season

Standing (left to right)—Jacobson, Stevens, Jansen, Zuelke, Coach Voss.

Seated (left to right)—Young, Krause, Captain Zosel, Keachie.

BASKETBALL, 1924-25
Wadena 5-7
(regular season record)

District 11 Quarterfinal
Wadena 18 - Pine River 20

(Pine River went on to win the District Title)
BASKETBALL,

ADENA enter o .

wamow gc-.sof-,dfhi 192?! :eanm in baskethal] with prospects f

S sea xd_t her dim.  Four regulars of | P spects for g
.beenl lost‘lhrr)ugh graduation or ineligibility and thi ‘ﬂS‘ year's team had
ing in of new men. However, there wer 1* ecessitated the work.

. =N te a few memt f
e P e P hbers S
year slsquad remaining and some good material was found in th ()Il hl“
men class. Under the direct: o Z % C rresis
n class. Under the direction of Coach Voss, the team started work

f‘:{;'jc::({‘zin:]:(’j(;;:,‘:;;)S:dgli;n;‘-WI.Fh.Sebckn on DcCc}nber L1 at Wadena.
e 4 Y injuries and lost 9 to 7 in a wild game. The
::,:;]t ;t;e:: gn I?;;cr;;ber Ig, \\]';dc\r‘)\l p]ayc(! a return game at Sc:bek;\ and
i lh,lé w;,l 25(:1717?1 T,} ad-cn:i Journeyed.m Deer Creck A;md
il a 'm f o 21. he next game \V‘;ls with thc- strfmg Little
“alls team at Little Falls on December 24, Wadena losing in a hard
fought battle by a score of 31 to 17. -In the first game after the Christ-
mas vacation, Wadena journeyed to Crosby-Ironton and lost by the score
of 24 to 13, the boys seeming lost on the huge Crosby floor. On January
22, Crosby came to Wadena for a return game and again was victorious,
l% to 7,in a rather uninteresting game. On January 29, B”h?erd camelto
Wadena and won 6 to § in a \'ef)' closely contested game in which Brainerd

19245

were qui

Page Tswenty-Nine

. 9 2 5 A N E
R Dy
The next game was with Aitkin here

g . L and
behind to win 13 to 9 in a h W

- breaks. ,

all the breaks. | .
n ceming from A ard fo“&:hr :!tnz
Vadena went to Brainerd for a return game 5, Sime

< . . a N
1 February 20 was with Little Falls :td logt

had ¢
succeeded 1 i
On February 13,

3 “he next game of : :
j{l-n;l: I\‘\l'.1tilc\1:1 took the I:‘dﬂ.ﬂ‘t the start of Ehc Eame and nese. r‘z\l:a.
quished it. winning 11 to 7. HIL: next day Wadena traveled ¢, Btn:;
for a game, and lost 22 ta 1, lwmg’ b“.“]_]?' off form. Thc final fame qf
the regular season was with Long Prairie at ].:Ong Prairie on [sd"u”
27, Wadena winning 10 to 8. On March 6, “‘ ‘?dmm traveled to Aitkin
for the district tournament. Wadena was eliminated in the first game

by Pine River, district champions, by a score of 20 to 18 in the fastest
and hardest fought game of the tournament. Wadena won five @ames
and lost eight during the scason, and scored 173 points to its Opponents
198. Captain Zosel was the leading scorer of the team with §8 points,
Keachie followed with 44, Young with 30, Krause with 25, Stevens with
14, and Jacobson with 2. Prospects for a winning team next vear seem
bright as the greater share of this year's team will return.

i
L
“*»

Jan 17, 1925

| waomua mcn |8
| BYSOORE 2413
|y s

HIGH SCHOOL W
—_— L) .
TEAN WORE WA RAGOED AND

FHOYS FAILED BY 10 FERT |14
T0 RFACH BASKRY

Thn  Crowhy-Trontan  baakathall

toman  defentsd the Wadena high

mhont n¢ Crowby Inst wighe, 34-13.

The Wadens tonin snemed lost op the

bk floar, ihalr team Wiork wek rAN-| ==

grd, and Lheir shois for the baskct
‘I foll Whor about ten fosl om ewnth try.
Arcostumed 1o Lhelr pwn Door, smaill
ip coraparisna 1o the man-sised Croa.
by floor, they soglt Sst ket miarts
at thelv bast mats.

Jan 31, 1925

™ s R W= m T o=

!

BRAINERD TAKES
WADENA'S SCALP
. INHARD CONTEST

| - -
LOCALS OUT.PLAYED THEIR OP-

I
i PONENTS THROUGHOUT
1 ENTIRE GAME

TILT SAID TO HESENBLE FoOT.
! BALL MORE THAN BASKET-
] BALL GAME

Brainerd - 6 (1 FG and 4 FTs)
Wadena -5 (2 FGs and 1 FT)

Mar 7, 1925
"L ZIRSJB.BIN, d

{ptartag ¢-enod goow im wed o
e senier of the affemen,
b Samoiry []

MISEE ITRE

PINE RIVER
BEATSWADRM, s romed
Iﬂ-lsszE e S S e 1

0, Mabiltwan R Hervapsitnw
FChrininn ¥ Jitchena (rerl

UAME PLAYED NEPORE EMALL! Mroting—Rhwrwoss 1. 1. Pohitese 2,;
Wizlisia 0, Keochie I, Xowl 2, Kraln{l Y

fawn Y L Yosu b :
APTERNON Fror throwa=ay. Rivided 2, Wik ¥
o Tz 3, Cheintinn 9, Rowed {, bix
WADENA'S YEAN WORE 1S THE . ad
OVTIZARDIRG FEA- lopiMES WS BUSIEST T
™ ""UHURLER ON DEFENSE! »
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1924-25 (cont.)

1925-26

March 1925

District 11 Tournament

(This was the first yr of dist 11, then it became dist
25 for 3 yrs effective the 1930-31 season, then dist
24 from 1933-34 and thereafter)

1925 (PINE RIVER)
First Round
Aitkin bye.
Nadena 18, Pine River 20.
Crosby-Ironton 15, Brainerd 8,
staples 13, Little Falls 8.
Semi-Finals
\itkin 11, Crosby-Ironton 18.
’ine River 14, Staples 12,
Championship
’ine River 15, Crosby-Irontor 1(

1925 WHS

Yearbook Cover
(Wadena spelled backwards)

Coach Rosenberger

Brownsey Doty
Captain Krause Zosel Young

LINE UP

Right Forward L. Zosel—T. Doty

Left Forward ~W. Krause—H. Zosel
Center _V. Young—R. Brownsey
Right Guard

-...G. Stevens—E. McBride

Left Guard... AL Zuehlke

SCHEDULE AND SCORES

Wadena vs. Menagha 230
Wadena vs. Brainerd 10-14
Wadena vs. Bertha 20-8

Wadena vs. Sebcka 16-15
Wadena vs. Staples 7-13
Wadena vs. Sebeka 19-10
Wadena vs. Henning 9-27
Wadena  vs. Henning  28.7

Wadena vs. Brainerd 6.8

Wadena vs. Aitkin 15-19
Wadena vs. Staples 9-18
Wadena vs. Staples 18-19

Wadena 5-7
(regular season record)

District 11 Quarterfinal

Wadena 18 - Staples 19

(Brainerd went on to win the District Title)

Note
Head coach Mr. Rosenberger (1925-27)
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1925-26 (cont.)

Dec 12, 1925

1 BRAINERD HIGH
5; DEFEATS WADENA,
*| 14-10, LAST NIGHT

SCORE 10 TO 1¢ AT END OF THE
BEGULAR PLAYING
PERIOD

IN OVERTIME PERIOD BRAINERD
AMASSED FOUR
FOINTS

Bralnerd Mgh wchool  haskethall
tiniii won last nigh: from tho Wo-
tlenp BiEH In £n overtime contest,
14 1 16 It whE played H1-1hg Wa-
deng high peliont,

At Ihe ond of thd reguler pisying
perksl the rooro wan B0 Ly 10, AT
the rpd of the Arat wrertime periorl
Brelugrd wpnagml Four pura pafnin,
winoing the game,  This s thio drat
copferongn gamoe of the reapch  Fod
Hrainenl,

Whitlock, oenler, played oxeop-
Llapnlly well fer the Iofaby,  Aidams
of Bl Clowl wak roferre and hix de-
elslonn wrera woll msde, working un-
der the d!fficcillve of h [OBF gYms
naalwm whirlh melecinlly #lowed up
tho gonmn.

The celling: ol the Waldang gym ia
anly two feet from the beaskets, Thu
next gime of the Joeala will hr al
Bealnord with Pine River high as
coltestanta. Thls s & cenferencd
game il It |5 hoped -the tenm witl
fi well pupparesd, aa Thoy glve prom-
Ene it playing eredltnble banskstiball
thln HEABan.

=a "

T o Doy

b L |

v dm. Wk oA

1926 District 11 Tournament

1926 (BRAINERD)

First Round
Pine River 21, Aitkin 16,
Brainerd 20, Motley 18,
Crosby-Ironton 34, Little Falls
Staples 19, Wadena 18,

Semi-Finals
Crosby-Ironton 21, Staples 18.
Brainerd 30, Pine River 6.

Championship

Brainerd 18, Crosby-Ironton 13.

1926-27

Jan 22,1927

BHSYS.
WADENA BERE
THIS EVEN]NG|

WADENA: CAGERE OF STAR BEP-
UTATIONS ARE OPTONENTYS
IN CONFERERCE BATTLE

BEAINERD mﬂn TN GOOD CONDI-
TI0N, HOPES' TO CONTINUE

Twir Font hmelethall aeogne, sl
whh an, #nvlable regutation and o
ivtorminatien of o & waperier
tept e the olliwr, wiil Eao sty an
wellon tnighi al dhe  high sl
gxomanpkom ko thie Wadrnw golne awd
Lie Ditalaetsd bove who will line up

In_snother conlerenes Tinld s,

Wadena wlll beinig to I'Irl,iiwrll I
Mpd velerpn team amil Wik 118 Hor-
it e, Hapoll Zosel will vy nr.
ta pabilise the locals,  Weidun piny-'
i Dy worked 1agether on hoekel -
bkl voueie Tor qhie lamd (wo gl three
yrars Biid Dave perfecled 8 very gomd
wnid 1n dhe Fnbinwing: Harabl Zoocl,
Yerl Young, Edwin Molrehfe, Babpl
Twowning. Arthibr fuehile.

Waillrns Naa pul the blonke? wn
the olluwkng tvains thin Year, Lang

Teatrie, Molloy, %3-1, Hwaples  al
Biaplm, 1-11; #ine Rlver, 3-8, wnil

Jiumg sight duwoed Ml.l:ln. W TRT M-

A durlotilial, S804

Wl been et Hecd madefid Bmsmaas sk B Inid o

1926-27 Roster
Browning, Ralph
McBride, Edwin

Young, Verl
Zosel, Harold
Zuehlke, Arthur

17



1926-27 (cont.)

Jan 24, 1927

WADENA BEATS BRAINERD |

|
|
|

GAME CALLS
DOWN MucCH

RAZZING OF FANS|

VISTING CAUERS WIN FROM|
ERAINERD :

RAINED 10
© 70 § SCORE
WADENA® CENTER, YOUNO,

SHOT ¢ PIELD G0ALS . |
- FIRST 4 MINUTES

Wadenn by vonguering Bralnord,,

Hatusilny nigkt 144, wapn pbleo Lo ro-
tuen to s Home cemp, stlll, the oné
wail only undefented team §n the dis-
lrfet,  Reockway, of Btapien refereed

1926-27 (cont.)

Jan 27,1927

WADENA I—IIGHﬁ WINS AGAIN

|

! Mrwbnerd high ot Wadena, 17 1o K,

| DN ANCDR | R [ S—

BRAINERD LED
6T01ATEND
OF THE HALF

LOCALE: THEN GIVE WAY COM-
PLETELY IR LAST TWO
QUABTERS

TUHUSUAL GOAXLS MADE HY THE
WADENA BOYS LAST
-FIGBRT

gh  rmchyy)  defentird

Woilene

heal nighe.

Bratneed 1 4-1 sl 1l ood of 1he
half but yove way complelely in the
lunt 1wx quurtern whiise Wadena pll-
r up scors ke seope,

Wailens was held goalleas in the
Oret 1§ minntas of play, atter which
Hoprtd, to falllng to the Joor gave the
Ball an upwerd #hova landing 1t 0
tlr heskel.  Wxdernn fand wenl wild
ower both the urosuml gool and the
foct 1hat they lad two polnln anh
the menrehbard 2o thelr Gredit, Young,
the sensatiennl rentsr dribhled down
thr tight slde of the coure pnd with
m rlght handed phot made another
awkei. From thin 1me& oOR the
hrajnerd pusrdd were completely bo-
wihltred sna the ienm Was out shot
and culptayed for 1w real of 1hre
twer b, Girtsicdm of 3t o] peferecd.

March 1927
District 11 Tournament Results

1827 (CROSBY-TRONTON)
First Round
Little Falls 31, Wadena 9.
Crosby-Ironton 40, Pine River 15.
Brainerd 17, Staples 11,
Altkin 28, Motley 14,
Semi-Finals
Brainerd 14, Little Falls 11.
Crosby-Ironton 21, Aitkin 17,
Championship
Crosby-Ironton 21, Brainerd 20,
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1927-28

Feb 7, 1928
IBRAINERD FORCES VICTORY FROM
| WADENA IN BIG GAME OF WEEK-END

i Tlln fime-up fur the Wulona ganw -I:I
mﬂ followa:

I.

Welli\r " .Zﬁ'.ﬁ.".'..'ﬁ'.f'.'.ﬁ:ﬁ'.ﬁ'.ﬁﬁf_._
Faller ... ... e
doblow ..., ... . ..

ul_:-:—-—ﬂ"'l*;
=}
=

ﬂl ookl o & AN

Talado e o

{Wudeus

laehbil .
g LTS V1T -
BIowoiey ..
T T2 TR
.11 -,

——

1927-28 Roster

(see above box score)

l

by | ko b hlm..a:i;;a..;:

ui ﬁnul—tﬂ?j

) o e B

T SRAMERD BANY DIPATEH, SRASERS, WSHESOTA

DlSPATCH SELECTS MYTHICAL ALL DISTRICT CAGE QU]NTS

Young All-District 11

WISE, GUIN GET
THE UNCHALLENGED
CHOICE ON SOUAD 1

YOUNG, WADENA GUARD, SHIFT.
ED T0 LEFT FORWARD POSI-
TION AND CAPTAIN

A r——

11TH DIST. CAGE BALL STACKS
UPF FAVORABLY WITH BESI
IN STATE THIS YEAR

DISTRICT SELECTIONS |
]
|
|
|
|
|
|

. First Team
Righ! [orward—Wize, Brainerd.

| Lefl Jforward—Yaong,

| Captain,

| Center—Guin, DBrainerd.

[ Hight goard—-Sniesiehl,

! Ironten.

!T.ef[ guard—=Creeno, Siaples,

Waidenip,
I

Croshy-

1927-28 (cont.)

1928 District 11 Tournament

1028 (BRAINERD)
First Round
Wadena 17, Aitkin 14,
Motley bye.
Menahga 9, Crosby-Ironton 35,
Brainerd 31, Little Falls 13,
Pine River 8 Staples 20,
Second Round
Wadena 38, Motley 12,
Croshy-Ironton bye.
Brainerd 11, Staples 10,
Semi-Finals
Wadena 17, Crosby- Imnton 22,
Brainerd bye. -
Champlonship
Brainerd 20, Crosby-Ironton 14,

A=
5 Hj

) T \
‘/\-_.)"I-

)

T
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1928-29

Baskeiball

v: Olin, Anderson, Fischer, Brownsey.
Zosel, Schmidt,

First Row
Second Row: Davis,

Wadena 4-1
(conference record)

District 11 Quarterfinal

Wadena 32 - Brainerd 38
(C-I won the District Title)

1928-29 (cont.)

1929 District 11 Tournament

m (CROSBY-TRONTON)
First Round
Altkin 19, Motley 9.
Crosby-Ironton bye.
Little Falls 29, Menahga 16.
Bralnerd 38, Wadena 82,
Staples 41, Pine River 14,
- Second Round
Aitkin 14, Crosby-Ironton 21,
Little Falls bye. '
Brainerd 24 Staples 21.
Crasby-lmnton 29 Little F&lll 16
Brnlnerd bye.
| Champlonship 4
Crosby-Ironton 32, Bratnerd 20,

Note:
Head coach Tony Chermak (1927-1937)

: The history of basketball began with its invention in 1891 in
o | Springfield, Massachusetts by Canadian physical

B education instructor James Naismith as a less injury-

#" prone sport than football.
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Decade Highlights

The 1930’s (pg 22)
-Achievement Highlights of the 1930’s - Teams/Players

Team Highlights including:
1934 District 24 Champs
1936 District 24 and Region 6 Champs, Minnesota State Runner-up

Player Highlights: Askew, Miller, Schiller, Garr and Browne

-The Coaches of the 1930’s

Coaches: Chermak and Schunert

-Affiliations with Conferences and Districts in the 1930’s

Conference: Central Eight
Districts: Districts 11, 25 and 24

The 1940’s (g 28)
-Achievement Highlights of the 1940’s - Teams/Players

Team Highlights including:
1943 District 24 Champs

Player Highlights: Frost, Schmitz, Wilcox and Hedstrom

-The Coaches of the 1940’s

Coaches: Schunert, Wolverton, Sand, Mower and Held

-Affiliations with Conferences and District

Conferences: Central Eight and Central Ten
District: District 24

The 1950’s (pg 33)
-Achievement Highlights of the 1950’s - Teams/Players

Team Highlights including:
1959 Mid-State Conference Champs

Player Highlights: Hedstrom, Merickel, Shearer, Gaslin and Phillips

-The Coaches of the 1950’s

Coaches: Held, Hadden, Gray, Hasbrouck and Willis

-Affiliations with Conferences and District 24

Conferences: Lake Region and Mid-State
District: District 24
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1930’s

Achievement Highlights

Teams

Players

1934 Team

District 24
Record: 9-1 (1st)

Tournament; Champions!
(35-20 win vs Brainerd)

SUF DALY DSPATON BT, ML

Wadena s Superlor Team Routs Warrlors
BRAINERD CAGE FANS GIRD TO SUPPORT WADENA IN REGIONAL

Region 6

20-17 loss vs Alexandria

1935 Team

District 24 Record: 5-5 (T-3rd)
District Championship Game
Croshy-Ironton - 33

Wadena - 9

(NOTE: On Feb 23rd, at C-I, Wadena won 30-27)

1936 Team

Central Eight Conference (Only Yr)
Record: 9-1 (2nd)

District 24
Record: 8-1 (T-1st)

MHONDY, MAREH 9, 19136 THE ERAIVERD DAtLy DISFATCH.

Wadena Dethrones C-1

Tournament: Champlonsl
Wadena beat C-1 22-19

Region 6 - Champions!
25-20 win vs Moorhead
26-18 win vs Morris

WINS REGION SIX CHAMPIONSHIP

State Tournament - Runner-up
20-18 win vs Sleepy Eye

28-27 win vs Buhl

26-20 loss vs Bemidiji

‘THE BRAINERD DALY DISPATCH, BRAINERD, NINNESOTA

Meets Bemidji for State Title

1937 Team

Overall Record 15-8

District 24 Championship Game
Crosby-Ilronton - 42

Wadena - 36

*Askew 1930-34

(maybe 1929-1930 also)
Four-year starter (maybe five-year)
1934 All-Dist 24 (“Honorable Mention” 1931)

*An Askew had been the
starting center since the
1929-30 season. If the
same person, then he was
on varsity since 8th grade.

Eddie Miller
1933-36
Three-year starter
2X All-District 24
All-Region 6
All-State

Philip Schiller 1933-37
Three-year starter

All-District 24
All-Region 6
Glenn Garr 1933-36
All-District 24 *
All-Region 6
rp. Bill Browne
LT 1934-36
“ = 2X All-District 24
4 \ All-Region 6

The Sleepy Eye-Wadena game,
mon by Wadena, 20 to 18, in the
Final second of play when Jimmy
Browne dropped in a long shot was,
of course. the most thrilling of the
Jay. .

Brown’s Shot Honey
Wadena never had the
antil the game was over.

lead -
The

NOTE: Bill (not Jimmy) Browne
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Wadena Indians Basketball
Coaches of the 1930’s

Coaches Comments
Hometown
Manitowoc, Wisconsin
College
1926-37 Stout University, 1926
Notes

Tony Chermak

Upon leaving Wadena Anton “Tony” and Agnes Chermak
returned to his hometown of Manitowoc, Wisconsin to coach
and teach industrial arts until his retirement.

Wadena High School
Coaching Achievements:

Minnesota State Tournament
-1936 Runner-up (26-20 vs Bemidiji)

Region 6 Tournament
-1934 semifinal loss to Alexandria 20-17
-1936 Champions

District 24 Tournament
-1934 and 1936 Champions
-1935 and 1937 Runners-up

1937-41

James Schunert

Schunert was the assistant coach under Tony Chermak for
the 1936-37 team and became the head coach for the next
four seasons.
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Wadena Basketball
1930’s Team Affiliation

In the 1930’s, collectively, Wadena, Aitkin, Brainerd, Crosby-Ironton, Little Falls and
Staples were members of three different districts at various times. The district member
schools were constant but not their assigned district number.

During the 1930’s Wadena had no conference affiliation except in 1935-36 when they
joined the new Central Eight conference. After that one year they inexplicably dropped
out.

Conference Affiliation

Central Eight Conference

(1935-36) Y Mip.sTATE conrEmemcr
Aitkin, Alexandria, Brainerd, C-I, E:‘:}”’.i‘.’;‘;i“‘g g Egg gg ?é
Little Falls, St Cloud, Staples and iy Pramaa
Wadena.
WADENA MAY DROP OUT OF
The Standings | CENTRAL EIGHT H. S. CONFERENCE
| Crosby-Ironton .....01 1 618
I Wedena ....coesesve B 1 $509
1 Btaples ...cecesvevsese B L] M
&bﬁaﬂdm sessssascs 4 4 400
$¥. Cloud ssanReIeNET “ 4 500
Bl’&ln?l’ﬂ YT II I I & g
Idtt!e Faﬂs T T Y'Yy 3 9 .%0 s
TARRIN .......oonmemse ) 8 11 The newly organized Central

Eight high school conference today
faced the first break in its compact
make-up with Wadena sorving no-
tice that it will drop out of conter-
tente competition,

The notification came as a Sufe
 prise to other tesms of the con-
forence,

Crosby-Ironton today rosted on
‘tha crest of the first basketbatl
championshtip in  the  rocently
 formed Centrai Eight conferende,

December 9, 1935
Brainerd Daily Dispatch

Central Eight Champion Season Wadena Place - Record

Crosby-Ironton (11-1) 1935-36 2nd (9-1)
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Wadena Basketball
1930’s Team Affiliation

District Affiliation

District affiliation for Wadena basketball as a “large school” member, along with Aitkin,
Brainerd, Crosby-Ironton, Little Falls and Staples, changed frequently in the early years.
Wadena went from District 6 to District 11 effective the 1924-25 season. For the 1930-
31 season these “large schools” were reassigned as District 25. Effective 1933-34 they
all became members of District 24. Their large school district colleagues had remained
the same regardless of their district number.

District 24
1936-37

FINAL DISTRICT STANDINGS

_— . W 1L Pet
Crosby-Ironton ... 9 1 900
Brainerd .o T3 500
Staples ...ccoveveeeee 6 4600
Wadena ..........d 4 556
Little Falls ............ 2 8 .200
Aitkin ... 011 000

District 24 Tournament Format
(Dist 11/ Dist 25)

Through the 1930 District 11 tournament there was no sub-district. In the 1930 district
tournament Crosby-Ironton and New York Mills received first-round byes. The remaining
12 teams (five large and seven small schools) reduced their numbers to six after the
first round, leaving the tournament with eight teams. After District 11 became District
25, and with the creation of a sub-district, the format of the District 25 (1931-1933) and
District 24 (post 1933) tournaments had two components. First, the small schools
competed in the sub-district tournament. The champion and runner-up (usually) would
then be seeded in the district tournament with the six large schools. The top four large
schools would be seeded accordingly, and their first-round opponents would be
assigned or randomly picked.
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Wadena Basketball
1930’s Team Affiliation

District 11 - District 25 - District 24

Large Schools

Aitkin
Brainerd
Crosby-Ironton
Little Falls
Staples
Wadena

Small Schools*
Backus
Menahga
Motley
New York Mills
Pequot Lakes
Pine River
Sebeka
Verndale

*By 1940 Hewitt and Pillager joined the dist 24 small schools.

District 24

(See “**Note” next page)

**

Brackels for District NoT—Z«‘I Tourney Eliminations

Crasby-lronton ]
vs. T1:15P.M. -
Pine River }

Aitkia “
vs. $:30P.M. -
Brainerd 3

Wadena l
vi. B8:30P.M.
Little Falls ‘
New York Mills )

vs. G6:00P.M -
Staples )

Friday )
9:15P. M, )
Friday )
8:00 P. M. ﬂ

1

Championship )

1935
Satorday District
§20P M Champion
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Wadena Basketball
, Ll - -
1930’s Team Affiliation
District 24 Champions
District 24 Sub-District 24
1930 Cl 27 (Dist 11) 1930  No sub-district (until 1930-31)
Brainerd 24 (just 14-team District 11 tournament)
1931 Brainerd 19 (Dist 25) 1931 PineRiver  winner
C-l 18 Pequot Lakes (score unknown)
1932  C-l 26 (Dist 25) 1932 \fo(rl\r/‘ldale 30
Staples 22 8
1933  Brainerd 25 (Dist 25) 1933 Sebleka 2 (default)
Little Falls 19 Motley 0
1934 Sebeka winner
1934 Wadena 35
Brainerd 20 NYM (score unknown)
1935 NYM 32
1935 C-l 33 Y™
Wadena 9 Pine River 25
1936 Verndale 25
1936 Wadena 22 ) -
C-l 19 Pine River 18
1937 Verndale 40
1937 C-l 42
Wadena 36 Pequot Lakes 17
1938 Verndale 37
1938 C-l 29
Staples 26 Pequot Lakes 20
1939  Brainerd 27 1939 ﬁebekaL ’ 13
Staples 19 equot Lakes

**Note in the above 1935 tournament brackets on the previous page that the sub-district champion (New
York Mills) and the runner-up (Pine River) are seeded in the District 24 Tournament brackets.

U

ATLRIY, YUReIL . 1935

LI )

LI )

L

1 B AP Y DISPATCE. BRAINERD. MOINES 4

LI

w ¥ 4 &

[

Wadena Goes to State Taking Regional Title

b b &

[N )

-

g
¢

™

.
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1940’s

Achievement Highlights

Teams Players
1940 Team
Duane Frost 1937-40
Reqgular Season
Record: 15-8
o Three-year starter
District 24

Record: 7-4 (3rd)

District 24 Quarterfinal
32-26 loss vs Little Falls

1943 Team

Wadena Wins District 24 Cage Title
Reqdlar ééaSon T
Record: unknown

District 24
Record: unknown

District 24 Championship
33-25 win vs Crosby-Ironton

1944 Team

Reqgular Season
Record: 17-5

Central Eight Conference (1st Yr)
Record: 6-3 (2nd-T)

District 24

Record: 8-2 (1st-T)

District 24 Championship

38-27 loss vs Crosby-Ironton
Dist 24 Runner-up (2nd)

S PORT S

2X All-District 24 team

Dick Schmitz 1941-44

== Three-year starter
2X All-District 24
All-Conf Central 8

Bruce Wilcox 1942-45

Three-year starter
2X All-District 24
All-Conference Central 8

Bob Hedstrom 1947-50

Three-year starter
2x All-District 24
All-Conference Central 10
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Wadena Indians Basketball

Coaches of the 1940’s

Coaches

Comments

1937-41
James Schunert

Schunert was the assistant coach under Tony Chermak for
the 1936-37 team and became the head coach for the next
four seasons.

1941-42
Mr.
Wolverton

1942-43
Arthur
Sand

Wadena Wins
District 24 Cage Title

1943-45
Robert Mower

1945-50
Shirley (S.L.) Held

Hometown
Kenyon, Minnesota

College
Macalester College - Class of 1940

Moorhead Teacher's College

Notes

-WWII Captain U.S. Air Force

-Superintendent Worthington Schools 1962-1982
-Macalester Athletic Hall of Fame - 1994
-Earned 8 letters in basketball, football and golf
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Wadena Basketball
1940’s Team Affiliation

The one constant affiliation for Wadena basketball was being a “large school” member
of District 24. They had no conference affiliation during the 1939-43 seasons. Wadena
joined the Central Eight conference for the 1943-44 season. They competed in the
Central Eight conference through the 1947-48 season. After that year the conference
expanded its membership, adding Aitkin and Detroit Lakes, and became the Central
Ten conference. Wadena basketball competed in the Central Ten conference for only

one season, 1948-49.

Conference Affiliations

Central Eight Conference
(seasons 1943-48)

Central Ten Conference
(season 1948-49)

Alexanqua CENTRAL FrirT CONFEREACE Central Ten Standings Aitkin
Bemld]l (Final Standings) W L Pt .
Brainerd W L Pet .Pts OP Alexandria ... 11 916 Alexandria
§t. Cloud Tech .9 0 1000 326 259 Bemidji ......00.. 10 1 .909 B idii
Crosby-Ironton Wadena ... 6 3 66T 314 301 BRAINERD ........ 9 6 .600 emiaj
Bemidji ... ..6 3 667 34 219 Wadena ...........9 6 .600 Brainerd
Little Falls Croshy-Ironton 7 6 538 445 414 ﬁ-ﬂﬁl‘?;gn'f“h. ----- 3 '; 133
St ClOUd Tech :&:'::ERD' :i : ;2: :2; ;,:: Crosby-lrontﬁri :'.:‘.6 8 -.429 CrOSby'Ironton
Staples Litte Falls 310 238 35 421 B ey b e Detroit Lakes
Alexandria .2 7 202 213 35 Aitkin ............1 14 067 thﬂe Fa”S
Wadena + — - ¢ ——
St Cloud Tech
Staples
Wadena
Central 8/10 Champions Conf. Wadena Place - Record
1944 St Cloud Tech (9-0) C-8 2nd (6-3)
1945 unknown C-8 unknown
1946 Crosby-Ironton (11-1) C-8 8th (0-12)
1947 Crosby-Ironton (7-1) (as of Feb 11) | C-8 8th (1-11)
1948 unknown C-8 8th (0-7 on Jan 24)
1949 Alexandria (11-1) C-10 3rd (9-6)
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Wadena Basketball
1940’s Team Affiliation

District 24

As was true in the 1930’s, district affiliation was treated much like a conference during

the regular season. The six large district 24 teams’ standings in district 24 play were
reported throughout the season.

1948-49
District 24 Standings
(Finai)
W L Pet.
BRAINERD ........ 8.2 800
Wadena : .. .rvi ek g B
Crosby-lronton - w..+..6 ¢ .700
Staples RS i Tk 1)
Liittle Falls: ..ovse v id 6 400
Aitkin .. .+ 0:10.:..000

District 24 Tournament Format

The format of the district 24 tournament in the 1940's continued to have two
components. First the small schools competed in the sub-district 24 tournament. The
champion and runner-up (usually) would then be seeded in the district 24 tournament
with the six large schools. The top four large schools would be seeded accordingly, and
their first-round opponents would be assigned or randomly picked.

District 24

Large Schools Small Schools

Aitkin
Brainerd
Crosby-Ilronton
Little Falls
Staples
Wadena

Backus
Hewitt
Menahga
Motley
New York Mills
Pequot Lakes
Pillager
Pine River
Sebeka
Verndale
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* <+ & * & o '0 ®* & ¢ o
1943 District 24 Tournament Pairings

TUESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Crosby-I

v;(:;d};l:omon ’ i Crosby-Ironton

WEDNESDAY

Brainerd } Brainerd 2\\1:\':\111

Hewitt

Wadena

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Li}ltle Falls l Wadena 5

Wagkna s | Wadena

TUESDAY

Staples } Aitkin

Aitkin

District 24 Champions
District 24 Sub-District 24

1940 C-l 28 1940 Pine River 37

Staples 23 Sebeka 24
1941 C-l 32 1941 Pequot Lakes 21

Staples 28 Verndaler 19
1942 C-l 20 1942 Pine River 22

Little Falls 17 Hewitt 14
1943 Wadena 33 1943 Verndale 28

C-l 25 Hewitt 22
1944 C-l 38 1944 Verndale 38

Wadena 27 Sebeka 24
1945 C-l 38 1945 NYM 24

Brainerd 25 Verndale 15
1946 C-I 47 1946 NYM 24

Staples 45 Verndale 18
1947 C-l 34 1947 Sebeka 34

Staples 29 Verndale 29
1948 C-l 39 1948 Verndale 34

Staples 38 NYM 26
1949 Brainerd 33 1949 Verndale 35

Little Falls 28 Backus 25

*Note in the above 1943 tournament brackets that sub-district champion (Verndale) and runner-up

(Hewitt) are seeded in the District 24 Tournament brackets.
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1950’s

Achievement Highlights

Teams

Players

1950 Team

Reqgular Season
December 6, 1949 win
61-54 vs Brainerd (22-1)

Record: 17-6

District 24

Season record: 8-2 (2nd)
Tournament: Runner-up (2nd)
50-47 loss vs Brainerd

1959 Team

Regular Season
Opened season 12-0

Season Record: 16-5

Mid-State Conference
Record: 5-3 (1st-T)

' MID-STATE CONFERENCE

{Final B!n;.dlngn

w Pct. TP OP
Crosby-lronton 5 3 ,625 394 414
Park Rapids .. 5 3 .625 343 319
Wadena . .. 5 3 625 529 499
Staples 4 4 500 449 44y |
iAilk.ln YT L1285 M6 410
District 24

Season Record: 7-3 (1st)
Tournament: Runner-up (2nd)
73-68 loss vs Aitkin

A day away from basketball

Bob Hedstrom 1947-50

37 pts vs Brainerd 12/6/49
31 pts in Dist 24 semifinals
Three-year starter

2x All-District 24 Team
All-Conf Central 10

Pat Merickel 1948-50

Dick Shearer 1953-56
Three-year starter
2x Mid-State scoring leader
2x All-Conference - Mid-State
District 24 scoring leader
2x All-District 24

Named All-State |

Bill Gaslin 1956-59
Three-year starter
Mid-State scoring leader

2x All-Conference Mid-State
District 24 scoring leader
All-Region 6

3x All-State Team of Week
1959 MN All-State Team of the Year

Sam Phillips 1956-59
. Three-year starter
2o gﬂ 2x All-Conf Mid-State
All-Region 6

2x All-State Team of the Week
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Wadena Indians Basketball
Coaches of the 1950’s

Coaches Comments

Hometown
Kenyon, Minnesota

1945-50
S.L. (Shirley) Held | |College
Macalester College - Class of 1940
Moorhead Teacher's College

Notes

-WWII Captain U.S. Air Force

-Superintendent Worthington Schools 1962-1982
-Macalester Athletic Hall of Fame - 1994
-Earned 8 letters in basketball, football and golf

Hometown

1950-52 Unknown

Russell Hadden

College

m Unknown

4 o g Notes
-Hadden taught math and coached football and basketball in

N’ Mound Westonka Schools for 19 years before retiring.

Hometown

Cass Lake, Minnesota
1952-53

Weldon “Buzz” Gray | | College

Hamline University

Moorhead Teacher's College

Notes

-1934 Minnesota All-State Basketball Team

-1934 Minnesota High School State Tournament

-Hamline University All-Conference Basketball & Baseball
-Hamline Athletic Hall of Fame 1982

-Coached Appleton High School to 1952 State Tournament
-U.S. Navy 4 years

-20 years President of Earls Bakery, Inc. Grand Forks, ND
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Wadena Indians Basketball
Coaches of the 1950’s

Coaches Comments

Hometown
Marshall, Minnesota

1953-55

College
St John's University

Notes
-Played basketball at St John's
-Coached Albany to 2 region tournaments in three years

Edward Hasbrouck

Hometown
Hendricks, Minnesota
1955-64

College
South Dakota State University

Notes

-Hendricks High School Athletic Hall of Fame 2016
-Minnesota HS State Track Meet 1944 - 2nd place mile run
-7 letters at SDSU - basketball (4), track (2), football (1)
-Ortonville, MN coach 1955 MN State Basketball
Tournament

Harold L. Willis
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Wadena Basketball
1950’s Team Affiliation

The one constant affiliation for Wadena basketball was being a “large school” member
of District 24 along with Aitkin, Brainerd, Crosby-Ironton, Little Falls and Staples . The

conference affiliation with other teams was a different story. Wadena basketball left the

Central Ten* conference after the 1948-49 season. After that year that conference
membership changed often and was different for different sports. For basketball the
Central Ten became the Central Seven and then the Central Six (Wadena was not a
member of either) and football still had a Central Ten Conference (Wadena was a

member). It is known Wadena basketball was a member of the Lake Region

Conference in the 1950-51 season. It is possible they were also members in the year
prior and likely members through the 1953-54 season, after which Wadena joined the

new Mid-State Conference effective the 1954-55 school year.

Conference Affiliations

Lake Region Conference
1950-51

LAXKE REGION CONFERENCE STANDINGS
TEAM VoL PCT.

Melrose
Detroit Lakes
Alexandria
Wadena

Osakls

Park Rapids
Long Prairie

HRwWW oo
BTN XPY R
&
R

Credit to thp team and the etident,
fr!  for Wadena being awarded the
ahip Trophy tor_l950_—19?1:7:

Melrose won the Lake Region Conference title for the
1950-51 season. No other information was available.

Mid-State Conference]

(Effective 1954-55 season)

Aitkin*

Croshy-Ironton*

Park Rapids
Staples*
Wadena

MID-STATE CONFERENCE

{Final a:r:ndlngu
Crosby-Ironton 3§

L

3 623
Park Rapids $ 3 .62%
Wadena . 5 3 .625
Siaples 4 4 .500
Aitkin N T §

Pct.

TP
394
343
529
449
388

414
318
498

410

*For the 1949-50 season the Central Ten had become the Central Seven after Wadena, Alexandria and Detroit Lakes left the
conference. After one season the Central Seven became the Central Six with the departure of Bemidji. The Central Six
Conference existed intact for the remainder of the 1950’s and once the Mid-State Conference was formed for the 1954-55

season Aitkin, Crosby-Ironton and Staples competed in both the Central Six and Mid-State conferences.

Mid-State Champions

Wadena Place - Record

1955 Staples, C-I (record unknown) 3rd - (4-4)
1956 Aitkin (7-1) 4th - (3-5)
1957 Aitkin (6-1) 5th - (0-8)
1958 C-I (7-1) 5th - (2-6)
1959 Wadena, Park Rapids, C-I (5-3) 1st - (5-3)
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Wadena Basketball
1950’s Team Affiliation

District 24

As was true in the 1930’s and 40’s, district affiliation continued to be treated much like a
conference during the regular season. The six large district 24 teams’ standings in
district 24 play were reported throughout the season.

i DISTRICT 24

Wadena 2
Crosby-Ironton
Little Falls
Aitkin

Brainerd
Staples

W L Pct. TP OP
7 1 .875 556 499
7 3 .700 585 576 |
5 3 625 457 438
3 6 .333 512 4983
3 & 333 515 586
1 7  .125 449 483

District 24 Tournament Format

With some exceptions the general format of the District 24 tournament in the 1950's had
two components as in the past. First the small schools competed in the Sub-District 24
tournament. The champion and runner-up would then be seeded in the District 24

tournament with the six large schools.

District 24 Schools

Large Schools

Aitkin
Brainerd
Crosby-Ironton
Little Falls
Staples
Wadena

Wadena at Brainard - 1958

Small Schools

Backus
Hewitt*
Menahga
Motley
New York Mills
Pequot Lakes
Pillager
Pine River
Sebeka
Verndale

*Consolidated with Bertha effective 1953-54 season and left
District 24.
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Wadena Basketball
1950’s Team Affiliation

District 24 Champions
District 24 Sub-District 24
1950 Brainerd 50 1950 Pillager 53
Wadena 47 Verndale 45
1951 Brainerd 34 1951 Backus43
C-l 33 Pine River 39
1952 C-l 44 1952 Verndale 59
Staples 28 New York Mills 52
1953 Brainerd 54 1953 Verndale 63
C-l 45 Menahga 48
1954 Brainerd 63 1954 Verndale 61
C-l 42 Sebeka 40
1955 Staples 52 1955 Backus 43
Brainerd a7 Menahga 41
1956 Little Falls 63 1956 Verndale 51
Aitkin 51 Sebeka 48
1957 Brainerd 61 1957 Pequot Lakes 68
Aitkin 59 Pine River 38
1958 Brainerd 63 1958 Pine River 44
C-l 52 Pequot Lakes 31
1959 Aitkin 73 1959 Verndale 56
Wadena 68 Pine River 44

Note in these 1950 tournament brackets that sub-district champion

¢ WEDSNEDAY

THURSDAY

SPORTS

Brainerd Daily Dispaich, Thursday, March 9, 1850

Dlstncl 24 Tourney Schedule March 8, 9 10

FRIDAY

. . . . At Aitkin At Aitkin At Brainerd
Pillager and runner-up Verndale are seeded in the District 24 — ) = e
tournament brackets. In the quarterfinals Verndale was beat by | o iy | oo
Brainerd and Pillager was victorious over Staples. Pillager ended up | T

|

losing to Wadena in the semifinals and Wadena lost to Brainerd in
the championship game 50-47.

Aitkin (40) | (8:30 P, M.)

‘ CONSOLATION ,
L c1es) S

! (7:00P. M)

A Wadena At Wadena

CHAMPIONSHIP
(8:30 P.'M.)

\
i Pillager (48) | Staples

[ Staples (45) ) (;_i;:;:.;{l;)

——————

) Pilager
Wadena (62) Wadena

[ Little Falls (59) } (8:30 P. M.)




Teams by Year

1930-39 Teams (pPg 40)

Rosters, Records

1940-49 Teams (pg 51)
) and Results

1950-59 Teams (pPg 62)

For each decade listed there is a one-page (maybe two) summary for each season.
Three decades
Thirty seasons
Thirty-three pages
There are many team pictures and news clippings with team and personal awards and

stats. Much of what you will find comes straight out of old WHS year books.

Wadena High School Year Books

1930’s 1940’s 1950’s
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The 1930’s Seasons
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1929-30

Roster / Records Results
Team

Anderson ;m;;-rl? The 1930 District 11 tournament had no sub-
Askew Hanson, f. district tournament and included 14 schools
Flenner Ashew, < (six large and eight small). Crosby-Ironton and
Hanson :;Ei”:_“"' E- New York Mills each received a bye while the
Johnson, C Flinner, f remaining 12 teams reduced their numbers to
Johnson, R Iohnson. f. . « . ,
Koch H Koop, ¢ six after a plgy—ln. round, leaving the
olin . Johnsun, g tournament with eight teams. Wadena
Zosel defeated Verndale 33-26 in their “play-in”

game to qualify for the District 11 tournament.

Wadena went on to crush New York Mills 36-
17 in the first-round quarterfinal and their
season ended with a 31-9 drubbing by
Crosby-Ironton in the semifinals.

No team records for 1929-30 are known,
only the results of the District 11 tournament
games. In addition to the scores below,
Wadena defeated Verndale 33-26 for the
right to compete in the 8-team District 11
tournament.

1930 (CROSBY-IRONTON)
First Round
Brainerd 19, Little Falls 18,
Crosby-Ironton 40, Aitkin 24,
Wadena 36, New York Mills 17.
Staples 37, Menahga 12.
Semi-Finals
Crosby-Ironton 31, Wadena 8.
Brainerd 24, Staples 23.
Champlionship
Crosby-Ironton 27, Brainerd 24,

Hunorable Mention; Forwards, John Perpleh, Tom Perpleh, Crosby-lron:
ton; Hoffhauer, Schuety, K. Foster, Brainerd; Sullivan, Altking R, Johnson,
Vo Cavanangh, Staples. Centers, Drellnck, Jitle Falls; Joe Perpleh,

Individual
R. Johnson of the Wadena was named to the
1927-37 District 11 “Honorable Mention” team.
Coach

Tony Chermak

7 lﬂi [!ﬂllﬂﬂﬂl% l!lflﬂﬂm[
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1930-31

a) R

Back Row: R.K. Rue asst. Coach,Z_oseI, Koch, Olin, Askew, Hanson, Coach Anton Chermak
Front Row: Jung, R. Johnson, Flenner, C. Johnson, Hack

District 25 Tournament

1931 (BRAINERD)
First Round
Little Falls 32, Pine River 26.
Aijtkin 20, Pequot 13,
Crosby-Ironton 38, Wadena 15,
Brainerd 28, Staples 21,
Semi-Finals -
Brainerd 38, Little Faus 18

The District 11 teams of last season were all

re-assigned to be the District 25 teams

effective this 1930-31 season. The reason for

the change is not known.

Prairie and Sauk Cr:nrt,rc, and Disliiet
25, which includes Bprainerd, Croshy-
Ironton, Little Falls, Aitkin, Staples,

Wadena.

Askew named to District 25 all-conference
team, “ Honorable Mention.”

1927-37
Coach
Tony Chermak

Brainerd defeated C-1 19-18 in title game.

District Has Many Good Guards, Some Fair Forwards, While

Centers are Rather Weak

THE ALL-DISTRICT TEAM
Position Player School
FORWARD NICKANDER AITKIN
FORWARD POSTER BRAINERD
CENTER PERPICH CROSBY-IRONTON
GUARD MARSHALL (C) BRAINERD
GUARD OLSON CROSBY-IRONTON

HONORABLE MENTION<FORWARDS: Brown and Peterson of
Althdn, Newmnn of Little Falls, Crockett of Feguot, Bob Wygle of
Brainerd and Zauhar of Croshy-lronton, CENTERS: G, Wygle of
Brainend, Christensen  of Ploe River and  Askew of Wadena.
GUARDS: Schuety of DBralnerd, Dobravich of  Croshy-Ironton,
Proebatle and A Peterson of Staples, Sullivan of Ajtkin and Isen-
see of Pine River,
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1931-32

Roster / Records

Results

A, Anderson, ¥,

Zosel, ¥. ... ...
Aekew, C. ...
ung, G.

Soch, G, .. ...
Power, K,
3. Juhnwn F‘
~. Johnson, F.

o F

District 25 Tournament

1932 (CROSBY-IRONTON)
: First Round

Little Falls 36, New ‘York Mills 24.

Staples 32, Verndale 7.
Brainerd 22, Aitkin 14,

Crosby-Ironton defeated Wadena.

Semi-Finals

Crosby-Ironton 28, Little Falls 27.

Staples 19, Brainerd 17,
Championship
Crosby-Ironton 26, Staples 22,

District 25 Quarterfinal
Crosby-Ironton - 21
Wadena - 18

(C-1 won the District 25 title with an 8-
point margin in three games)

1927-37
Coach
Tony Chermak

Team

1931-32 marked the second season of
competing as a District 25 team. This would
continue until the 1933-34 season at which
time it would become District 24. The reason

for the change is not known.

|

Croshy-Ironton (21)— FG. FT. PF,
Tiekatz, F. ... veeees 1 2 0
Sernett, . .o 1 1 0
Berpich, C. . ... .3 2_ 1
Dobervich, G. .. ... 1 ] 4
Wosonen, Go e 1 3 4
Turk, G. ... 0 0 0
BErkkila, G, 0 0 0
Totals i T 8 g
deen,l (18)- ¥G. FT1. PFE.
\. Anderson, F, ... 0 0
Zosel, Fooo. 3 2
Askew, C. e 2 4
ung, G. . 1 1
Coch, G, oo 2 2 3
Rower, F, . D 2 0
R. Johnson, F. .. ... 0 1] 1
Z, Johnson, F. 0 ) 0
Totais o4 10 11 i
Referees -ank Clevv. Al West-
|_zard |
Individual

Zosel named All-District 25 second team.

The Brainerd Daily Dispatch’s

all-distriet selectlons are

\

|

| listed:

! FIRST TEAM

|  Forwards—Lekatz, Crosby -Iron-
| ton; Peterson, Staples.

! Center—Perpich, Crosby-Ironton.
I

i

i

l

I

ton; Probstle, Staples.
SECOND TEAM
Forwards —Beveridge,
| Falls; Zosel, Wadena.
Center—Sentry, Little Falls.
Guards — Kosonen, Croshy - Iron-
| ton; Larson, Brainerd,
| THIRD TEAM

ton; Swanson, Brainerd.

|

| !
| Forwards—Sernett, Croshy - Iron-
=‘

herewith | |
|

Guards—Dobervich, Crosby-Iron- |

Little |

[
|

Center—Atkinson, New York |
| Mills. |
| Guards—Nickander,

| dle, Littie Falls,

Aitkin; Rid- '
|

|  Honorable mention: Forwards— |

_I Foster, Brainerd; Halladay, Sta-
(| ples; Spurrler, AMKin:

! Curd, Stapley; Gerry Wygle, Brain- |

| erd; Guards—Walker, Staples; |

| Brown, Aitkin,

Centers— |

Ll:ﬂ'.’)f»"-&

loniher BV e
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1932-33

Roster / Records

Results

Wadena

C. Johneon, ¥ .
R, Johoeon, F .
Askew, C _ . _ |

West, € cere
* Gung. G —rean

Fleener F ..

P, Johnson G .
*Jung

Dlstrlct 25 Tournament

Team
1932-33 marked the third and final season of
competing as a District 25 team.

District 25 top four seeds:

Nanding of miajor teatis cluse
playing seheduke: 1, Staples; 2,
" Croshy-Jronton; . Brainerd: o,
. Little Falln. !

ma fBRAINEsD)
Little Falls 51 Sabekn 14. .
‘Croabya-»lmaton 30, Pine River 17
~ Brainerd 35, Ailtkin 10,
-V-Wadens 24, Staples 23,
Little Falls 33, Wadena 25,
i'Brainerd 21, crosby-lrenton 24.

Championship
Brainerd 25, Little Falls 19.

1927-37
Coach
Tony Chermak

ismpm (23) FG F1T PF TP |
 Halliday, 1. .. . X 3 2 ]
Thorn, f. . _.ee . O ] ] 0
Card, ¢. ... -— 3 1 3 7
Probstle, g. SUUISI | 1 1 3
Walker, g. .. e ] 0 2 2
Johnuon. f. - e 1 0 0 -
L

(] b 8 23
'W’adenn (26 FG FT PF TP
C. Johnaon, . .. 1 0 0 2
R. Johnson, £, ... 3 3 3 :
Askew, c. SRS | | ] 1 X
West, £. .. e } (1} 1 e
‘Junm Mo i O ] g )
Fleener, £. . ... 5 1 4 11
* 0 4 11 =z
|

Wadena upset the #1 seed
Staples 24-23 in the quarterfinals.

l Ittle Fahla Fiz Ft F “I'p
P Beverldge, F . L1 2 3 1
Johnson, F . . B TR S
S8enty. C PRV | 1 4 10 .
Schulthels G . .. 0 3 0 Little Falls,
rLarann, G oo e 0 0 2 o] #4 seed,
!W’euc‘l. G oo oie—eeeanan 1 o o 2 defeated
: 1+ 5 14 az] Wadena
[ { Wadona Ko ¥t F Tp 33-25in
bIC. Johneon, ¥ .. ... 2 1 B8 5 .
bR, Johomon, F ... 3 o 1 a] thesemi-
Askew, C _ e 11 2 3L finals,
West, €3 . ... - 1 - = <
[ | Gung. G [RPRRUURRVORI - B - 4 2
| Fleener F R | [ 1 2
I P. Johnson. (, 1 t o 3
i — - —_ —
? 9 T % 25
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1933-34

: s WNDEHy \\\“Ua

)
A \‘\Wfl,{ . ‘““ E’m \\\\\Ufﬂ

Back Row: Sam Pierce, Phil Schiller, Glen "Red”
Garr, Warren Johnson (mgr), John Grogan, Bill
Prettyman, Frank (Wiener) Merickel

Front Row: Leland “Squeak” Johnson, Harry
“Swede” West, Russ Askew, Wallace “Red” Smith,
Eddie “Skip” Miller

1927-37
Coach
Tony Chermak

From Wadena PJ
Date unknown

Favorites to win Region 6. Success due to teamwork.
Leland “Squeek” Johnson, Harry “Swede” West, Russ Askew, Wallace “Red” Smith, Eddie “Skip” Miller

District Season Record 9-1
District 24 Champions!

1934 (WADENA)

First Round
Brainerd 87, Little Falls 13,
Crosby-Ironton 48, New York
Mills 19,
Wadena 384, Aitkin 19,
Staples 49, Sebeka 12,

Semi-Finals
Wadena 18, -Crosby-Ironton 12,
Brainerd 25, Staples 17,

Championship
Wadena 35, Brainerd 20,

District 24 Champions
Wadena - 35
Brainerd - 20

Region 6 Tournament
Alexandria - 20
Wadena - 17

Wadena’s Superlor Team Routs Warrlors
BRAINERD CAGE FANS GIRD TO SUPPORT WADENA IN REGIONAL

ASKEW, WEST AND
SMITH HONORED
BY -SELECTIONS

Firne Tram r
Forwanl—8mith, Wadeny
Forgaed—Smith, Braierd.
Canter—ARRew, Waidenn.
Csprc—Oaryey, Brainerd
Guard-—~Wenl, Wndena.

Borond Temm
Pormrd—Milar. Wydeos.
Farvard—Thorn, Bisples F
Chol #r —Oulbenovieh, Cronkiy rIrone

ton,
Ghuatd—Jobmesh, Wadetin,
Guard —Helkhwuan, Brawwerd,
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1935-36

First Team
1838 (WADENA) Forwards — Qdonovich, C-1;
First Round Skinner, Staples.
Crosby-Ironton 51, Pine River 186. Center--Schiller, Wadena.
Wadena 37, Verndale 17, Guards—Martin, C-I; Miller
Brainerd 36, Altkin 11, Wadena.
Staples 21, Little Falls 16. Second Team
Semi-Finals Forwards—Doshan, C-I; Garr,
Wadena 27, Staples 20. Wadena.
Crosby-Ironton 31, Brainerd 26. Center—Huxtable, Little Falls.
Champlonship Guards—'L yscio, Brainerd;
Wadena 22, Crosby-Ironton 19, Erowne, Wadena,
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REGION SIX

Semifinals:

WINNERS TROUNCE|
SPUDS 25-20 SCORE

REGION SIX CHAMPIONSHIP
Wadena - 26
Morris - 18

Four On All-Regional Team

Miller, Browne, Schiller and Garr
make All-Region 6 Team

‘\Tl 'iIJ\T \]-\'RCH M. 1955 1HE EHAIN _Nl IAlLY Dls?ﬂ'[

Wadena Goes to State
State Quarterflnals

STATE BASKETBALL
TOURNEY SCORESN

Thursday's Scores
Buhl, 41; Edison (Minneapo-
tis), 32.
Wadena, 20; Sleepy Eye, 18,
Red Wing, 29; Luverne, 27,
Bemidjl, 36; Albert Lea, 32,

TRIFEL MARCH 20, 1936 IHE BRAINER

Wadena Wins20-18

The Sleepy Eye-Wadena game,
/won by Wadena, 20 to 18, in the
‘nal second of play when Jimmy
3rowne dropped in a long shot was,
nf course, the most thrilling of the
lay,

Brown’s Shot Honey
Wadena never had the lead
antil the game was over. The
.NOTE: Browne’s first name was Bill, not Jimmy.

Semifinals

————

Results Friday
Championship Round
Wadena, 28; Buhl, 27.
Bemidji, 34; Red Wing, 28.

Championship

THE BRAINERD DALY DI!.IT!II' IIMIEITI MINNESOTA

Meets Bemidji for State Title
Bemldjl (Region 8) 26
Wadena(Reglon 6) 20

HUTTON PICKS MILLER
WADENA GUARD
FOR ALL-STATE

Ed Miller
All-District 24
All-Region 6
All-State 28
Browne Garr Schiller

b4 ;s
All-District 24 & All-Region 6

Wadena Thanks Its Lucky Star; Buhl Band Blasts
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1936-37

(This was the last year having a jump ball at center court after each basket)

Chermak.

Frost, Gene Hotz, Paul Schiller.

Left to right, First row: Nestor Engh, Henry Colson, student manager, Raymond Bennett, Duane
Second row, Assistant coach, Mr. James Schunert, Harry Walker,
William Prettyman, Philip Schiller, Richard Stark, William Askew, William Breid, Coach Mr. Anton

BASKET BALL “A” TEAM

This is the last Wadena team coached by Tony Chermak (1927-37)

Season Record

THE SEASON
Crosby .ocovcvicenen. 18 Wadena ... 31 Detroit Lakes
Detroit Lakes 20 Crosby
Little Falls .. 3 Park Ra;
Bemidji ... 6 Moorhead
Park Rapids 6 Staples
Little Falls ... 16 Aitkin
Fergus Falls 30 Brainerd ..
Brainerd ... 8 Long Prairi
Aitkin ... 7 Fergus
Staples ... 1 Staples ......
TOURNAMENT
Wadena 30 Little Falls ..
Wadena Verndale
‘Wadena Crosby ...

District 24 Season

FINAL DISTRICT STANDINGS

W L
Croshby-Ironton ... 9 1
Brainerd . ... 7 3
sStaples ... 6 4
Wadena ... ... B 4
Little Falls _. R
Altkin L 1

Pet

00
Al L]
KL
06
200
MM

District 24 Tournament

1837 (CROSBY-IRONTON)
Verndale 38, Brainerd 35.
-Crosby-Ironton 47, Pequot 20.
Staples 38, Altkin 15,
Wadena 36, Little Falls 28,
Seml-Finals

Wadena 29, Verndale 17,

. Crosby-Ironton 47, Staples 17,

ey Champlonshlp
. Crosby-Ironton 42, Wadena LS

Wadena High School
Coaching Achievements

1927-37

Anton Chermak

Minnesota State Tournament
1936 Runner-up (26-20 vs Bemidiji)

Region 6 Tournament

1934 (first round loss to Alexandria 20-17)

1936 Champions (wins over Moorhead and Morris)

District 24 Tournament
1934 and 1936 Champions

1935 and 1937 Runners-up
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1937-38

_Left t(_J right, back row: Kermit Anderson (assistant coach), Duane Frost, Paul
Schiller, Richard Boyer, Bill Askew, Nestor Engh and Jim Schunert (coach). Second
row: Harry Walker, Gene Hotz, Richard Stark, Henry Colson, George Lewis. Fourth

row: Leo Goche, student manager,

Season Record

13-7

Opponents Wadena
Crosby-Ironton 27 30 Detroit Lakes 16
itki. 14 11 Long Prairie 20
22 26 Crosby-Ironton 55
Detroit Lakes 19 33 Park Rapids 9
25 33 Fergus Falls 23
34 28 Staples 26
29 25 Little Falls 18

25 28
35 30 . Tournament
34 27 Brainerd 28

Opponents  Wadena

27
60
26
41
27
32
36

22

Effective 1937-38:

e L

BAN CENTER JUMP

CECEE S PR e

AFTER FIELD GOALS:

Hotz makes All-District 24 First Team

onmm uma mmm. mqmv. MARCH 22, 1838

District 24 Season
5-5 (4th)

EINAL =] ANIH NI

L N N R |

Stnplra oA 2
L romba -Tdanton ¥ )
Hralmesd e - ma . WA |
YWabrnn . . & h]
Allkin e+ 3
Litehe Falla ___ ., ] "

District 24 Quarterfinals
Brainerd - 28 Wadena - 22

1938 (CROSBY-IRONTON)
First Round
Aitkin 24, Littie Falls 21,
Crosaby-Ironton 44, Pequot 20.
Brainerd 28, Wadena 22,
Staples 39, Verndale 31,
Semi-Finals
Staples 28, Brainerd 21,
Crosby-Ironton 33, Aitkin 22.
Championship
Crosby-Ironton 20, Staples 26,

 ALLSTARSELECTIONS

MlLlsteict
Firat Team Socond Tram
Gumlig, -1 F. Connrlly, Verndnl»
Rabinson, Staples F. Walker, Wodins
Mt G e v o G, Ricrhnwe, Brainerd
Pitzharels, Brainerd i Doheryich, €2
HodZy, WATETA rossnmsinmnnnn. o fFae o snnsssminnn, BULIE, STRPCA

Walker makes All-District 24 Second Team

1937-41
Coach
Jim Schunert




Wadena Indians Basketball
1938-39

Fixst Row: Bill \Weykrauch, Ambrose Holper, Sam Dower, Tom Davis, E¢mond Felland, Bob Weyhrauch.
Seconp Row: Roy Bennett, student manager, Roy Ireland, George Lewis, Paul Schiller, Donald Browne, Duane Frost, Coach James Schumert.

Season Record
11-7

SEASON’S RECORD
The season’s record is as follows:

e Oppanents Waden: Opponents
Crosby-Ironton 24 31 Moorhead oo, 26 2
Litele Falls ..o 19 17 Detroie Lakes ........ . 21 20
Park Rapids ... e 24 18 Brainerd ... .23 7
Aitkin 26 17 Lictle Falls . 43 21
Minneapolis Marshall 15 29 Sauk Center . 2
Brainerd ..o 25 42 Park Rapids .........c..... . 16
Long Prairie 33 19 Staples i 19 3
Sraples ] 7 Fergus Falls e 37
Aitkin 29 21 Crosby-Tronton .. — 36
DISTRICT TOURNAMENT

Verndale ... . 32 Wadena

Brainerd S 26 Wadena

Crosby-Ironton 28 Wadena

BRAINERD AND STAPLES PLACE TWO
MEN ON ALL-TOURNEY HONOR TEAM

DEEPATON ALL-TIHTIENAMENT AKLECTHINS

FIRST TEAWM I, NECDND TEAM
Thiane Front, Wodtnm .. .. . F —  — . Mgt T
Gene Relrlans, Rralnerd | 1, C"ontey, Verndnis
Gordon Nrelwen, Neapldes 0 W, Confex, Veradabs

Tony Malfn, Maapbes _ . 0 _ 43,

.. Gus Nuyoiny, Jieninerd
Cnrl Engtore, Miaineed -

H R o . Perpirh, K

Hiuntnrslde Menlhon
Forwntile—itoyd, Trraloerd; W, Sealim,

Rgaphw; T, Cline, AHRIs,
Contern—dirarenm beh, (-0 Lewks, Wadens: Jubhson, Sebchn

Yerndnle) Wadler,

District 24 Season
5-5

District 24 Tournament

1039 (BRAINERD)
First Round
Brainerd 38, Little Falls 22,
Crosby-Ironton 43, Sebeka 25.
Wadena 39, Verndale 32,
Staples 39, Aitkin 15.
Semi-Finals
Brainerd 26, Wadena 18.
Staples 31, Crosby-Ironton 286,
Championship
Brainerd 27, Staples 19.

—
Wadena loses 26-16 in semi-final round

Lhm rdn— S hiller, Wodrnn; Dablen, Sleples; Tork, 41,
PR |

rm

Duane Frost All-District 24 First Team
Schiller and Lewis Honorable Mention

1937-41
Coach
Jim Schunert
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The 1940’s Seasons
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1939-40

This Wadena team had some impressive

Anderson Frost, Duane | Lowrey wins. They defeated eventual District 24
5 roland Wevmranch Bil and Central 8 Conference Champions C-I
ergeson relan yhraten twice, 30-28 in the season opener and 36-
Felland Lewis Weyhrauch, Bob || 28 in the season finale. But, while they
defeated Little Falls twice, 25-18 and 47-
21, they lost to them in the District 24
Wadena— 26 FG FT PF TP quarterfinals.
B. Wevhrauch ... 2 45 1 B8
Ireland . ... ... 2 12 3 5 §.a
Lewls o ™™™ 2 o1 4 4 24th District Tournament Results
Frost o 112 0 3 ik }"""‘“ e
IF:E‘H'aT%(f e mannmee 1 22 4 4 BRAINERD | BRAINERD, 2318
OWErY o ierrrvime 0 02 00O rnt | CROSBY-IRONTON, 2823
Anderson ... 1 0-0 0 2 WADENA ) LITTLE FALLS, 32.26 oy _m
LITTLE FALLS ;? | CI, 817
9 81412 28 ke river 1o 6
Secore by quarters: CROSBY-IRONTON ; )
Wadena .....o.............5 18 21 28 Consolation Finals—Brainerd 23, Little Falls 21,
Little Falls ............... 8 13 25 32

Other notable wins:

Fergus Falls 32-15, Alexandria 42-23,
Moorhead 51-40

Season Record
15-8
No individual accomplishments were
discovered for this 1940 Wadena team. A
five-man All-District 24 first team and a
five-man second team were named. No
Wadena players on either. However, in
1939 as a junior, Duane Frost was
selected to the District 24 five-man first
team and called a “hot shot forward” by
the Brainerd Daily Dispatch. The paper
also pointed out that Wadena would be
returning three starters for the 1940
season. This 1940 team finished with a
good record that included some
impressive wins. Perhaps this was
possible because they were well
balanced, and their success was a true
team effort.

District 24 Season
7-4 (3rd)

District 24 Quarterfinals
Little Falls 32
Wadena 26

1937-41
Coach
Jim Schunert
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1940-41

Back: Ass’t coach Kermit Anderson, Duane Ames, Howard Erickson, Roger Robb, Ervin Blair Thos.

Ames, Don Perkinns, head coach Jim Schunert

Front: Paul Bergland, Gerald Highum, Jack Nutting, Vernon Wirkkinen, Clyde Kelsey

Season Record
5-17

Jack Nutting was Captair? and high point
L B 2 gh point man for the Indians
n Berglung. Y assisted by Kelsey, Wirkkunen, Robb, Highum,

ll""

0 Opp. "t Opp.
23 Park Raplds 19  £7* Little Falls a5
gf; C:roeby-lronton 34 16 Moorhead 44
ergus Falls 42 28 uDetrolt Lakes 43
2:’5 T‘Jit:le Falls 28 24 Brainerd 20
17 Staples 28 21 Breckinridge 24
31 Brainerd 38 16 Staples 42

Altken
Fargo

21 Alexandria

23 Bt. Diouls Park 37 26

48 Long Prairie 30 20 oOrosby-Ironton 41
26 Aitken 23 31 Staples 3
38 Park Rapids 21 517 879

Tournament
22 S8taples 30

Final standings in the district
schedule race: . .
W L District 24
Crosby-Ironton ... T AR | Final Standings
BRAINERD ..eeemnscansnann o S (2-8)
SLAPIEE ...coeeemremmsessmessnmmssssmsossommons st W
Aitkin - W
Little FAlS .momersommarsemmces -3 8
Wadena 2 8 L
1937-41
Coach

Jim Schunert

After an impressive record in the 1939-40
season this campaign would be the first of
two that would struggle to win games.
However, the foundation was being laid for
the 1943 and 1944 teams that were the most
successful teams of the decade.

Junior Jack Nutting and sophomore Vern
Wirkunen provided a nucleus upon which to
build for the future.

Very few statistics were uncovered but
enough praise for Nutting, from the Brainerd
Daily Dispatch, and some game results show
how dominating he could be. In two losses to
archrival Staples, 30-22 and 33-31, Nutting
scored 16 and 21 points respectively. Inthe
first game the paper said he scored from all
positions on the court and played aggressive
defense.

Wirkunen appears to be the second leading
scorer on the team. As a sophomore starter
he was getting valuable experience that
would help the 1943 team win the District 24
title.
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1941-42

Seated—Ted Roberg, Tom Ames, Clyde Kelsey, Jack
Lindy Williams. Standing—Mr, Anderson, Pat Frost, LeRoy Kresien, Bruce Wilcox, Dick

Schmitz, Vernon Wirkunnen, Jack Browne, Mr. Wolverton.

Nutting, Paul Berglund, Chuck Engh,

Season Record
5-16

District 24
record unknown (6th)

District 24 Tournament
4th place

Warrnors Upset by Wadena

2. | C-l1Edges Win Over Aitkin |
. Five; Tourney at Staples |
Tonight, Here Next 2 Days

1941-42

Coach
Mr. Wolverton

This 1942 team could be described as
talented, but young and inexperienced. Led
by senior gunner Jack Nutting, his
supporting cast included juniors Vern
Wirkunen and Jack Browne, sophomore
Dick Schmitz and freshman Bruce Wilcox.

Like the previous season few statistics were
uncovered. However, in the District 24
tournament Wadena met #2 seeded Brainerd
in the quarterfinals and upset them 25-22.

Wadena lost to Little Falls in the semifinals
and to Staples in the 3rd place game. For the
tournament, in addition to Nutting,
Wirkunen, Schmitz and Browne were the
top scorers and the freshman Wilcox played
in all three games.

Senior Jack Nutting was named to the 10-
man All-District 24 team.
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1942-43

Rangers Play Erratic Ball as---

Wadena Wins District 24 Cage T|tle, 33 to 25

. o -] ’BWINS DEC[SIUNS‘ IQLLS Dul:rlc{: 211 Tournament Pamngs

.

Woarriors Trounce Altkm, [ Iuﬁ
Season Record s~ Not many details were available about
unknown Hogwail, { - Wadena’'s 1942-43 season. Like the previous
o Baden, f .| year they were young, but this year they were
-District 24 Season Schmitz, ¢ .. no longer inexperienced. An assumption can
Plerce, g ... .. .
3rd place Wirkkunen, g | be made that as the season progressed this
WHCOX, g oo young team kept improving. The District 24
tournament results support this assumption.
District 24

Tournament Championship
Wadena - 33
Crosby-Ironton - 25

WEDNESDAY
MARCH 8
Afternoon

THURSDAY
MARCH 9

Evening Evening

Crosby-Ironton

Sebeka

7:30p.m.

Staples

TOURNAMENT PAIRINGS

FRIDAY
March 10

Evening

Brainerd

AllStars

9:00 p. m.

Little Falls Wadena

: Crosby-Ironton
ol Wadena

4:00 p. m.
Wadena

Dick Schmitz (jr-center) - All-District 24
Bruce Wilcox (so-guard) All-District 24
Vern Wirkunen (sr-fwd) Honorable Mention

In the Region 6 tournament Wadena lost in
their semifinal game to Alexandria 35-25.
Alexandria went on to win the Region 6
tournament and in the state tournament lost
in the title game to St. Paul, 52-33.

1942-43
Coach
Arthur Sand

It appears the Indians were the #3 seed in the
District 24 tournament, with C-I and Aitkin #1
and #2 respectively. The "Orangemen”
opened the tournament against Little Falls
and won that quarterfinal matchup 34-32.

- Wadenans ﬁpset [I
Aitkin in Weird Tilt 12-8

In the semifinal against the #2 seed Aitkin, for
some unknown reason Aitkin chose to stall.
Perhaps Wadena had developed into the best
team in the tournament and Aitkin knew it.
The first points of the game came 4 minutes
into the 2nd half. Wadena won 12-8. Dick
Schmitz led all scorers with 6 points and was
described by the Brainerd Daily Dispatch,
"...as impenetrable as the Rock of Gibraltar
on defense and rebounds.”

In the District 24 championship game, held in
the Wadena Auditorium, the Indians took on
the #1 seed Crosby-Ironton Rangers. C-I had
won the District title the previous 3 years
running. This year Wadena won 33-25, led by
Dick Schmitz, the leading point getter with
10 and top rebounder. Sophomore Bruce
Wilcox, Jr. added 8 points and Jack Browne
had 7.
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1943-44

Back Row—Mr. Kermit Anderson, Franklin Burch, student manager;
Lovell Piepkorn, Donald Imgrund, William Blair, Mr. Robert Mower.
Frost, Bruce Wilcox, Dick Schmitz, Leroy Kresien, Dale Besett, Paul Meckel.

Jung,
Pierce, Pat

Kelly Baden, Franklin
Front Row—Charles

Crosby-Ironton

Brainerd

Staples ...
Little Falls ..
Detroit Lakes

Verndale

Opponents

DISTRICT TORUNAMENT
Little Falls -—
Brainerd -

Brainerd

Park Rapids
Little Falls
Staples -

Park Rapids

Alexandria -

Crosby-Trontent

S.
6
54
39
33
24
61
37
42
39

Season Record
15-6

Central Eight
Conference
6-3 (2nd)

+ - *
CENTRAL EIGHT CONFERENCE
{Final Standings)

W L Pct .Pts
St. Cloud Tech .9 0 1.000 326
Wadena .6 3 .667 344
Remidji .6 3 .66T7 324
Crosby-Ironton .7 6 .538 445
BRAINERD ...6 7 .462 435
Staples ... 4 T .384 202
Little Falls ....3 10 .238 366
Alexandria L2007 222 273
+

OP
259
301
279
414
448
358
421
325

+*

(Wadena’s inaugural season)

For the 1943-44 season defending District
24 champion Wadena was a new member
of the Central Eight Conference. In their
inaugural season they finished 6-3 and
tied for 2nd place with Bemidji and behind
St Cloud Tech. In district 24 play the
Indians were tied with Crosby-Ironton for
1st place, their district records unknown.
See standings to left.

In the District 24 tournament defending
champion Wadena beat Little Falls in the
quarterfinals 45-41 led by Dick
Schmitz's 16 points. In the semifinals
Wadena defeated Brainerd 45-36. Bruce
Wilcox led Wadena's balanced scoring
with 10.

The 1944 District 24 championship game
was a repeat of the previous year.
Defending champion Wadena and C-I
were preseason favorites, they tied for
first in district play and now they faced
each other once again in the title game.
Brainard's Washington High School
gymnasium was reportedly packed with
nearly 3,300*, mostly partisan, fans. In the
end, the Rangers of C-I proved too much
for Wadena. The final score was 38-27.
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Wadena Indians
1943-44

District 24 Season
8-2 (1st)

District 24 Championship
Crosby-Ironton - 38
Wadena - 27

Basketball

Besett

Tmgrund

1943-45

Coach
Robert Mower

Basketball

(cont.)

With the win C-I had their 6th title in the
last twelve years, their 4th in the last five.

Relinquishes District Title

BY PAT KEITH ’

A well-halanced and fighting Crosby-Ironton team rose
to the peak of their season’s playing and gained “sweet revenge™
over a tired and outmanned Wadena quint as they relentlessly
blasted their way to the 1944 District 24 championship Friday
night by beating the Indians, 38-27 before nearly 3,300 rabid
and roaring fans, the most ever to attend a District 24 tourna-
ment, or for that matter, the largest crowd ever to assemble in

the Washington gym.

* (more than one person has questioned the claim of
3,300 fans, for lack of capacity, in the Washington gym)

For the 2nd consecutive year senior
center Dick Schmitz and junior guard
Bruce Wilcox, made the All-District 24
ten-man team selected by the coaches.

District All-Stars

Brilliant Myer Skoog. co-captain and center of the
Brainerd Warriors was given what is considered the top
individual honor awarded a district basketball player—
that of being named the most “valuble player” in the 2dth
district during the past season.

Mighty Myer was the only player among the 10 chosen *
to receive the vote of all coackes taking part in the poll.

The team includes:

Player School Position
Jerry Malmgren Aitkin . Forward
Ed Jacobson . ... Croshy-Irenton ............... Forward
Louie Perpich ... Crosby-Ironton ........... Forward
Pete Steiyal . Little Falls . .. ... Forward
MYER SKOOG ... BRAINERD . .. CENTER I
Wilford Webber Verndale . . ... Center
Tommy Reagen Crosby-I-anton . Guard
Dick Schmitz Wadena Guard
Bruce Wilcox = Wadena .. Guard
Pat Kidder Little Falls Guard
Position Payer Achool
Forward Walt Grodhat Alexandria
Forward Bob Brown Bemid)j
Forward derry Landsberger 8L Cloud Tech
Center Myer Skoog Bralnenrd
Center PAll Pelr Bemidj
Guard Dick Schmits Wadena
Guard Tommy Reagen Croshy-Trenton
Gusrd Deasis Long 84 Cloud Tech

The Brainerd Daily Dispatch also picked
an All-Central Eight team of eight athletes
and identified their top five which included
Dick Schmitz. The paper also stated had
they selected ten athletes, Bruce Wilcox
would have been included.
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1944-45

SITTING, (left to right)—Cleon Erckenbrack, Frank Jung,

Pat Frost, Bruce Wilcox, Don Imgrund, Dale Besett, Warren Blood
STANDING (left to right)—Frank Burch, Mr. Kermit Anderson, Ed Bretz, Kenneth Imgrund, Bill Blair, Tom Nyberg, Lovell Piepkorn,
Wiilis Goedel, Wayne Maroney, Mr. Robert Mower, Verle Blaha

Opponents
Crosby-Ironton 46
Little Falls 42
Verndale 40
Bemidji 35
Park Rapids 35
Alexandria 43
Fergus Falls 31
Aitkin 20
Crosby-Ironton 42
Perham 11

SEASON'S RECORD

W.HS.

30
35

DISTRICT TOURNAMENT
Wadena - 30

Opponents
Staples 44
Brainerd 44
St. Cloud Tech, 27
Bertha 54
Bemidji 37
Little Falls 42
Brainerd 45
Aitkin 49
Detroit Lakes 3
Staples 41
Brainerd - 39

W.HS.

Season Record

7-14

Central Eight
Conference

1-11

District 24

1-9

District 24 Quarterfinals
Wadena - 30
Brainerd - 39

1943-45
Coach
Robert Mower

In March of 1945 the Brainerd Daily Dispatch
stated that, "Wadena had one of its poorest
seasons on record." They lost in the District
24 quarterfinals 39-30 against Brainerd. The
one bright spot was the play of 3rd year
starter Bruce (Timmy) Wilcox, Jr.

Wilcox was Wadena'n Timmy Wilcox,
named to the playing his last game after a
Central 8 eight- brilliant four-year career, made
man all- 10 points and was about all the |
: defense or offense that Coach
;:eo;;]erence first Bob Mower’s lads had. i

Pat Frost and Dale Besset were given honorable
mention recognition.

DAILY DISPATCH 44-45 CENTRAL EIGHT HONOR TEAM

Position Player School
Forward CHUCK WARNBERG (Co-Capt.) Brainerd
Forward John Novak Crosby-Ironton
Forward Elmo Marx St. Cloud Tech
Conter Dick Lawrence (Co-Capt.) Bemidji
Center Timmy Wilcox Wadena
Guard Jim Malosky Crosby-lronten
Guard John Dougherty Little Falls
Guard John Longley Little Falls

HONORABLE MENTION

dustin Moe. Bemidji, Bil Behang and Doe Carlon, Alex-
andrin, Blake Garske and Lamont Lenarz, St. Cloud Tech, Pat
Frost and Dule Besset, W Gene 2 nd Dick Fich,
Little Falls, DICK MARTINSON, HRAINERD, Jerome Rovato-
vich, Croshy-Tronton and Lefty Cameron, Staples,
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1945-46

FIRST ROW (left to right)—Kenneth Imgrund, Bob Hall, Harold Wilcox, Warren Blo
Douglas Beehner. SECOND ROW-—Kermit Anderson,
Jim lIreland, and Shirley Held.

Tom Robb, Wayne Maroney, Bob Schiller, Ray Krause,

Storvick, and

od, Oliver Adams, David Storvicky SO

SEASON'S RECORD
Opponents WHS. Oppenents W.HS. ~ Opponents WHS.
fon 50 18 Perham i b ] Bemidji 4“4 n
Croshy-Tronton ? o Seneka % 18 8t. Cloud 86 2
Little Falls 47 At s 2 Lt Fals & 3
venddle B B ! g mnrd 0 X%
i Rapids W B Slanes Aitkin ]
pak 2 ’ g a1 Brained B 1 CroshyIronton 48 %
Bemidft | PakRapids 4. 33 Staples # 15
Alexandria 38 8
District Tournament
Wadena 21 — Little Falls 38
Season Record
1-19

Central Eight cTe;:l— LR
rosby-Ironton ........10 1

Conference Baples ..., veerend) 2

0-12 Bemidfl ..oovnvarrnns 1 3

Little Falls wvuviireivns 6 8

) ] Alexandrla v.uvveiiinn 4 8
District 24 Season Buinm;r: e 8

_ Bt Cloud +..vieirnrnn 2 8

0-10 Wadena ..., 0 10

District 24 Quarterfinals
Wadena - 21
Little Falls - 58

1945-50
Coach
S. L. Held

With only one returning player from last year's
dismal team, it comes as no surprise the
1945-46 season was not any better. They
were eliminated in the District 24 quarterfinals
by Little Falls, 58-21.

1 * e o0 ¢ 00 * e o @
District M Tournament Schodule
WEDNESDAY TIRRIDAY moAT [T
Litle Falls 58 ! . '
.Id—ZI s0
Listle Falls 37 R
Crosby-tronton 30 . , Comsoletion
Nese York Nille 27 Little Falls
Aitkia
[Aitkin 42~ Championship
[Verndale 33 . Crosby-fronton
Staples 49 T | Staples
© Aitkin 40
vt
- - =&

CENTRAL KIGHT CONFERENC

Baden made the eight-man Central Eight All-
Conference 2nd team .

SECOND TEAM
Little Fals; Lenarz, St. Clond; Grast, Staples.
Little Falls; Pawlicki, Bemidji.
Wodesa; R. Dabl, Staples; Jncobeos, Crochy-Jrent
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1946-47

and Zosel.

WADENA HIGH SCHOOL—The Orangemen finished the season with a record of two games
won and 17 lost for the season and in district play won one and lost nine. Standing, left to right:
Coach Held., Jordahl. Robb, Larson and Schmidt. Front row: Aaberg, Engh, Wilcox, Storvick

i
Season Record This team started the season with a car wreck
2-19 on its way to play against conference foe, the
Bemidji Lumberjacks. They collided with a
I The standings: lumber truck just south of Bemidji.
W L Pcf :
. Colo .oveva..7 1 875 w N £ .
Central Elght Staples ...... 72 .77;'; B ade“a Cugers
Conference Bemidji ..... 7 3 700 !
1-11 ren 44 500 ! : . - .
- 2 f ) RN I
v 1138 [ Injured in Wreck
District 24 vt Saesod [l B
1-9 (6th) Wadena -, 1 8 111 BEMIDII, Minn -~ 3 — Twy
Wadena basketball players werg
. : injured « three others shaken
District 24 Quarterfinals L ind - L
Little Falls - 43 The “wreck” was the start of a 2-17 season.
Wadena - 23 A fitting end to the season occurred in a game at

1945-50

Coach
S. L. Held

Staples when, "...a rough and tumble game
developed into a fist fight..."

Staples 38 Wadena 15

court as they irounced the
Wadena Orangoemen 38-15 in
a rough and iumble game de-
veloping into a fist fight in
the third period.
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1948-49

VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM:
KNEELING: Nyberg, Garr, Peckham, Blair, Manager Boyer. STANDING: Jordahl, Gaslin, Coach Held, Hedstrom, Merickel, Erick.

L son, Engh.
Season Record
12-8
Central Ten Standings District 24 Standingl For 24 years Wadena has play-

W L Pet . ed under orange and white, but
Pl it i e (Flo} i i now they have to change. It
BRAINERD ........9 6 .600§ |BRAINERD ... ... 8 L: seems there is a shortage of the
St Cloua Tech 122106 7 de2 | [Wadena ........... 73 color orange.
Little Falls . .......7 9 .437] |Crosby-Ironton ..... 6 4 Getting the school out of the
gtl'ﬂslb;‘jlmnmn ----- 6 g 3;3 Staples uavisiuenssd D dilemma, the student body voted
Detroit Lakes —ooo..3 8 .273f [Little Falls ....... 4 6 last January to change the school
Aitkin 14_o67f JAitkin .. ... 010 colors to blue _and_ gold.

District 24 Quarterfinals A NEW YEAR, A NEW ERA!
Wadena - 40 In spite of four recent years of futility Wadena
Little Falls - 42 was picked to finish 2nd in the competitive
Central Ten.
1945-1950

Wadena tied for 3rd place (9-6) with Brainerd
and behind Alexandria and Bemidiji. In
District 24 Wadena (7-3) finished 2nd behind
Brainerd. Unfortunately, a quite successful

v e s PSP season ended abruptly in the District 24

[ tournament when the #5 Flyers defeated the
All-Central Ten Conference Ist Team| | . | nqinre 4o.40 yers

Coach
S.L. Held

| Name Position  School Year

| Chuck Grover Forward  Bemidji Senior .

|Bob Hedstrom  Forward ~ Wadena Junior Bob Hedstrom was named to the five-man

Jim Smith Center  Brainerd Sophomore All-Central Ten Conference team and finished 2nd

| Paul Ostovich  Guard Croshy-Ironton  Senior P : . :
l Tivs 11l uard Alexandsla Sentor in conference scoring with a 15.7 average just

behind Brainerd's Jim Smith at 15.9.
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The 1950°’s Teams
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1949-50

"A" SQUAD, ENEELING: Marquardt, Garr, Jordehl, Sweere, Peckham, Boyer.
STANDING: Coach Held, Nyberg, Merickel, Hedstrom, Gaslin, Erickson,
Imgrund.

Overall On December 16, 1949, Wadena (4-0) hosted
17-6 Brainerd (6-0). The Indians won 61-54 behind the
District 24 37-point performance of their 6’3" pivot man Bob
8-2 (2nd) Hedstrom. Pat Merickel added 15. Brainerd
finished the regular season with a 22-1 record.
W L
Brainerd .. ....... 7 1 . .
“r]a:l:f; . S Wadena finished the regular season with a 15-5
Crosby-Ironton ... 6 3 overall record and finished 2nd in the District 24
f__:.””;‘ Falls ..., 'i 2 standings (8-2) just behind Brainerd (9-1).
Saples N i
Adkin .. ... ... 1 8
District 24 Championship BASKETBALL
Brainerd - 50 Wadena - 47 JRp— '
g5 Perhan ko Vadena 52  Bemid)l tg
Coach wew $ Memime 5 W D e B
S.L. Held W & hemt G gm0 SRS
1945-50 Ma g gmw 0 m LR o
3 Vodzs 54 Eenyon 60 Wadena 74  Bt. Cloud Tech g?
Vs 72 Little Talls 55 Wadeza 49 Brainerd 7
34 Yaiss 75 Detrolt Iskss I3 Wedena 70  Park Repids *
. Yedena 56  Alexandria 51
TOURNAMENT ena r 9
e LttleTalls 5 Vedona % Dretngnt A
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Wadena
1949-50

Bob Hedstrom

37 pts in Brainerd’s only season loss

31 pts vs Pillager Dist 24 record

64 pts in three District 24 tourney
games, old record 54 pts

Two-time All-District 24 Team

Central 10 All-Conference (Jr Yr)

Pat Merickel

24 pts (District 24 title game 50-47
loss to Brainerd)

59 pts (in three District 24 tourney
games, old record 54 pts)

Indians Basketball
(Cont.)

Wadena Tops Flyers, 62-59

In the Dlstrlct 24 tournament Wadena defeated
Little Falls 62-59 in the quarterfinals with Hedstrom
and Merickel each scoring 18.

In the semifinals the Indians
beat Pillager 67-57 behind
Hedstrom's 31 points. That
broke the scoring record of
28 points for a single game
in District 24 tournament
history. Merickel added 17.

Wadena Edges
Pillager Five
In Semi-Finals

Warriors Shade W Wadena 50- 47
For .Berth in Region Slx Tllts

In the Dlstrlct 24 Champlonshlp game Bralnerd
defeated Wadena 50-47. Bob Hedstrom was held
to 15 points and played only half of the game due
to foul trouble. Pat Merickel led Wadena with 24
points. Wadena finished the season at 17-6 and
was the District 24 tournament runner-up.

Totals ....... 20 10 20 50
Wadena (47) fg ft £ pts
Merickel ...... 7 10 2 24
Peckham ...... 0 o0 2 0
Gaslin ......... 0 0 2 0
Sweere  ....... 0 0 1 0
Hedstrom ...... 7 1 5 15
Jordahl ....... 1 0 1 2
Garr .. ...i0000 1 3 5 5
Nyberg ....c00s 0 1 b 1
Erickson ...... 1] 0 1 0

Totals ....... 16 15 24 47

Score by quarters:

Brainerd ...... 22—-34-—45—50
Wadena ....... 10—20—35—47
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1950-51

=N N
Seated: Newell,

Eaﬁdoﬁ Freemén-, Utermarck,
Standing: Schmith, Nyberg, Kurz, Tappe, Imgrund, Hanson, Coach Hadden

- S5
it :..4»'

son, Ousley

Season Record
5-16

LAKE REGION CONFERENCE STANDINGS

TEAM W L PCT.
Melrose 1 .888
Detroit Lakes 6 2 . 750
Alexandria 6 2 750
Wadena 3 5 375
Osakis 3 6 -333
Park Rapids 2 6 .250
Long Prairie 1 7 .125

Lake Region Conference
3-5 (4th)

District 24
1-9 (6th)

District 24 Semifinals
C-l over Wadena 49-41

1950-52
Coach
Russ Hadden

-

With no returning starters from the
1949-50 team, and only three returning
underclassmen, this squad was very
inexperienced.

After finishing in sixth place in the
District 24 regular season standings
Wadena was competitive in the
postseason. In the opening round
guarterfinals of the District 24
tournament the Indians were able to
upend Backus, the sub-district 24
champions, 34-31.

FINAL DISTRICT 24 STANDINGS

| Team— Won Lost Pet.
Brainerd .......oiiiiiiiiiiin e 10 0 1000
Aitkin . ..., 7 .00
Little Falls .00
Crosby-Ironton ... .. 400
Staples ... e 3 .300

Wadena ............ R 1 100
[ I B B ]

@ -3 o W s

The top point getter throughout the
season was Doug Imgrund however
on any given night significant scoring
could come from Darold Faldorf, Jim
Kurz, Lloyd Tappe or Harold Harrison.
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1951-52

Eurz, Tappe, Peavey
Wallevand, Freeman,

, Ratcliff, Goedel, Phillips, Schmith, Campbell, Harrison,

Davis,

Season Record

2-19
Y2 opeoNEyT
g OPPOWNT THEY THEY
17 1

o Atin il B
£ crosby Ironton 51 i 8

"? Little Falls 63 | ¥ Brainerd 6
% Park Replds 49 | W Altkin 5
<g Perham 21 | M Little Talls W
35 Melrose L I 14 Staples 5
30 Alexandria L8 [ Long P

30 Brainerd 65 ng Preirie 50
35 Detroit Lakes 65 36 Crosbty Ironton 52
26 Staples 29 | 33 Park Rapids g

Conference
Lake Region 0-8

District 24

1-9 (6th) DISTRICT 24

. . Final Standings
District 24 Brainerd WL P

H Taingr .
Quarterfinals Listio Falls ... 73 o0
\xfgda'e'jg Kitiin ‘111111114 8 o0
- aples ......... .
adena Wadena ........ 1 9 .100

Wadena Turns Back Aitkin
In Home Opener by 52-47

After starting the season with a win over
Aitkin it looked like this year’s team would
improve on last year’s 1-9 District 24 record.

However, the District 24 1952 season record
was again 1-9. In the tournament the Indians
lost to Verndale 47-40 in the quarterfinals.

As with the 1951 team there were a number
of players that led the team in scoring for one
or more games. The most notable were
Harold Harrison, Fred Freeman, Lloyd
Tappe and Jim Kurz.

1950-52 r_j

Coach L1
Russ Hadden ) N

4
s

o 9
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1952-53

~
L

B

.
"
.‘A(
o
¢
Y

L--R: D. Halliwell, D. Newell, G. Davis, D. Campbell, F. Freeman, J. Rice,
C. Phillips, D. Skalisky, J. Schmith, D. Sweere, J. Ratcliff, M. Goedel, E. Haight

SEASON'S RECORD , The 1952-53 season was another
We Opponent They e difficult one, but it provided
46 Frazee 37 Opponent They - i,
WAk LB 8 Gl opportunities for some _
35 Crosby-lronton 47 86 papen Lakes 73 underclassmen that would contribute
33 Nesandiia 38 30 e e & significantly to more success in the
35 Pork Rapids 44 E&E’;I wE future. These underclassmen
“ "Mmﬁ included freshman Dick Shearer and
sophomores Dale Skalisky, Gene

Haight and Jim Rice.
Season Record

s-17 Gobblers District 24
Lake Region Conference Stall Out “play-in”
1-6 ) game
L 38-30 Win vs Aitkin
District 24
0-10 (6th)
I | 1952-53
DISTRICT 34 STANDI} § Coach
W L Pet.
Bralnerd .. ... 7 2.778 Weldon “Buzz” Gray
Croshy-lrenton 7 2 .778
e
llapl.u el 4 400 Third year varsity player Fred
k Wadena ....... 610 .000 Freeman was the leading scorer.

67



Wadena Indians Basketball
1953-54

‘A" SQUAD: L-r. Ted Merickel, Gene Haight, Jim Rice, Gene Goedel, Bill Erdman, Dale Skalisky, Chuck Kennedy, Wally Kresien Dick

Shearer, Gary Davis, Bob Clark. Malcolm McDonald, John Fox—Managers.

Season Record
1-11 (partial)

Lake Region Conference

unknown
District 24
1-9 (6th)
DISTRICT 24 STA|
W L |
Warriors ...... .. 1
.......... s 3
cr ... ..... ....8 3
Little Falls ...4 8
Staples . ........ 7
Wadena ...... ...1 9

District 24 Quarterfinal

Little Falls 44
Wadena 42

1953-55
Coach
Ed Hasbrouck

At the beginning of the 1953-54 season, in a
December 15 article in the Brainerd Daily
Dispatch, Wadena basketball was referred to
as a “weakling” and a “doormat” in District 24
competition. At the end of that season
Wadena had a four-year combined record of
3-37 in District 24 competition.

The good news was that there would be a
strong nucleus of returning players that
could turn things around.

Sophomore Dick
Shearer and
junior Jim Rice
led Wadena to
an impressive
upset victory at
Staples, 53-52,
knocking the
Cards out of
contention for the
#2 seed in the
District 24
Tournament.

... —oui hioh with 18 Best for

Shearer hit six long shots in
row, five of them in the fina
riod.
mWadena caught up with about
two minutes to go and took a 48-
47 lead. Gary Davis put in &
free throw and Jim Rice a field-
er in the closing minute and a
bucket by Jerry Pattison pul_led
the Cardinals up within a point.
Rice was the top scorer of
the game, collecting 22 points on
gix field goals and 10 of 12 fljee
throws attempted. Shearer, ‘with
eight goals and two free throws,

the visitors, whose guard ch"'l
3l
1

0o



Wadena Indians Basketball
1954-55

T. Merickel, J. Rice, G. Goedel, J. Gustafson, D. Skalisky, C. Kennedy, G. Ryti, R. Shearer, T. Zosel, B. Clark, J. Proctor, B. Tapley

wadena
Wadena
Wadena
Wadeno
Wadena
‘Wadena
Wadena
Wadena
Waodena
Wadena
Wadena
[Wadena
adena
ladena
[Wadena
JWodena

adena

78;
77
92

67y

Crosby-Irenton
Brainerd
Detroit Lakes
Perham

Long Prairie
Little Falls
Altkin
Staples

Park Rapids
Brainerd
Crosby-lronton
Henning

Pistrict 24 Tournament Game:

Littla Falls

Season Record

- Ty 14-7
Mid-State
P Conference
gl a 4-4 (3rd)
;:\;IE\;mk Mills 38

% District 24 Season

2 5-5 (3rd)
" District 24
: Quarterfinals:
e Little Falls 69
2 Wadena 67
69

1953-55

Coach

Ed Hasbrouck
Dick Shearer

After a slow start (0-5 in Dist 24) Wadena
finished the regular season with a ten-game
winning streak and gave Brainerd their only
District 24 defeat of the season.

DISTRICT 24

{Final Standings)

W, L. Pct.

Warrjors 9 1 .%00
C- 6 4 .600
Wadena s 5 .500
Little Falls 4 & 100
Staples 4 8 400
“Aii in 2 8 200

Woadena Pair Leads Scoring
In Mid-State Conference

Dick Shearer
Mid-State All-Conference (13.9 ppg - 1st)
All-District 24 Team (15.0 ppg - 3rd)
74% season FT

Dale Skalisky
13.8 ppg (2nd in Mid-State scoring)

Senior Jim Rice was 5th in Mid-State scoring.
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1955-56

‘ l g o B U ™ ":'.t‘ !

T. Zosel, D. Burrows.

Row one: J. Proctor. Row two: G. Ryti, G. Tappe, J. Ehlen, F. Braun, J.

b

Campbell, B. Johnson, E. Gustafson, R. Walz, C. Kennedy, D, Shearer

Season Record
10-11

id- I MID-STATE comn}:nl
Mid-State (Final Standings)
Conference : wxl. 1:5,15.
3-5 (4th) 2 750
4 .300
s 375
s .000
DISTRICT 24
(Final Standings)
Little Falls ‘:”5 P:éb ictri
{ ] a . .
Brainerd ... & 4 600 District 24
Staples 5 % .500 3-7 (5th-T)
Aitkin . ..... $ 5 .500
Wadena ... .. 3 7 .300
c-1 .3 7 .300
]

District 24 Quarterfinal
Little Falls 94
Wadena - 77

1955-63

Coach
Harold Willis

Shearer Leading
Mid-State Scorer

Dick Shearer 19.1 ppg
Mid-State Conference

(Players with 30 or more poinis)
G FG FT TP Ave.
Shearer (W) ....... B 46 61 133 14.1
Hegland (C-1) ...T 42 25 109 156
A. Haugen «(§) ......8 42 36 120 1350
Johnson (W) ...... 8 40 36 116 145
Park (AY . ........ 8 44 20 108 135

Dick Shearer 20.2
ppPg
Dist 24 Large Schools

SCORING STATISTICS
(All Players with 45 or More Polnts)

Shearer Leading
‘A’ School Scorer

G FG FT TP Ave,
Shearer W) Lo W 55 92 202 202
Adair B S0 %044 184 184
Emerson B ., .... % 51 51 153 17.0
A, Houpenn (8) _....100 61 48 150170

2 x All-Conference Mid State
2 x All-District 24

"All-district guard Dick Shearer is one of
the ablest backcourt men in the state and
his record proves it."

Brainerd Daily Dispatch

February 14, 1956

In Shearer’s last five high school games
he averaged 26 ppg and made 87% of
his free throws on 77 attempts. In one of
those games Shearer was 19/20 from the
line.
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1956-57

V. Brust, R. Gustafson, J. St. Clair.

‘A4” TEAM: J. Ortloff, W. Gaslin, F. Braun, R. Walz, R. Ames, G. Tappe, S. Phillips,

Season Record
3-18

MID-STATE CONFEREN
(Final Bxa;xvqus)

Mid-State (0-8)

L Pci.

Altkin  ............. 6 1 .857
Sapled ......co00000 s 2 9%
Crosby-Ironton ....4 3 .571
Park Rapids ....... 2 4 383
WOloBR .....oi0000% L
- DISTRICT M
{Final Siandings)
I I Warriors l\: é'iggg
District 24 (0-10) | Furx s Tiem
Littis Falls .8 4 500
Staples iceee 4 6B ADD
Crosby-Itomion .... 3 7 .300
‘Wld-nl ........ 010 000
District 24 %
Quarterfinal See note
Aitkin - 20 regarding
Wadena - 8 low score.
1955-64
Coach
Harold Willis

Every player on the 1956-57 roster was new
except for Roman Walz who saw little, if any,
varsity playing time the year before as a
sophomore. It is difficult to find “team
accomplishments” in a 3-18 season.
However, this season did give a group of very
promising underclassmen the opportunity to
gain varsity experience that would pay off
nicely in the two years that followed.

Individual

Sophomore Sam Phillips led the
team in scoring at almost 10 ppg.
His best outings were 25 points vs
Perham and 22 points vs Brainerd.

Another sophomore, Bill Gaslin, averaged 7
ppg. His high point effort was 19 vs Brainerd.

*Low Score
The Wadena coach must have felt his team (0-10 in District 24
games) could not compete with the Aitkin squad in a
conventional game so Wadena “held the ball” until late in the
game.

Ironically in the 1943 District 24 Tournament the #2 seed Aitkin
team held the ball against the #4 seed Wadena team. See the
1943 season information for more details.
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Wadena Indians Basketball
1957-58

Caslin, J. Uselman, H. Kutson, J. Ortloff, F. Braun.

“A” TEAM

ROW ONE: V. Brust, S. Phillops, D. Ames, B. Gustafson, J. Erickson, J. St. Clair. ROW TWO: R. Walz, B.

MID-STATE CONFERENCE

Season W L Pct. TP
P R 0 1.000 232
Record f‘::::y I.r%i:;n : i I.n: 430
109 g L
Conference uf:gl;'. i : 143 414
2.6 DISTRICT 24 STANDINGS
W L Pci. TP
i i . d % 0 1.000 730
District 24 C::::.rtlronlon ¢ 4 800 711
3_7 Littie Falia 4 4 .500 47
Aitkin 4 5 444 04
Staples 7 & .250 430
Wadena 1 7 .12% s0%
"
District 24
Quarterfinal
Wadena - 71

Brainerd - 88

Coach
Harold Willis
1955-63

C oThove with 100 o

e kel

11
Y% ¥V

The Indians finished the regular season
strong by beating Crosby Ironton, Staples,
Verndale and Little Falls. For Mid-State
Conference champions C-I, it was their only
conference loss.

Mid-State All-Conference
Bill Gaslin
Conf. scoring 2nd @ 17.9 ppg
Overall scoring 5th @ 15.8 ppg

Sam Phillips
Conf. scoring 3rd @ 16.0 ppg
Overall scoring 4th @ 16.6 ppg

Sam Phillips
On All-State
This Week |
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Wadena Indians Basketball

1958-59

BRSEES R

Kellep, Stofer, Miller, Miller, Erickson.

- rr
A" Team ROW ONE: Brust, Uselman, Knutson, Gaslin, Phillips. ROW TWO: Gustafson, Anderson, Mc-

Season Record
16-5

Mid-State Conference
5-3 (1st-T)

MID-STATE CONFERE]
(Final Standings)
W L Pct.

Crosby-Ironton 5§ 3 .625 |
Park Rapids .. 8 3 62§ |
Weadena .. .5 3 425 |
Siaplea 4 & 560
Altkin 197 .28 |
District 24
7-3 (1st-T)
DISTRICT 24 STANDINGS
{Final}
W L. Pct, TP
Crosby-Irenton .7 3 .700  58Y
Little Falls ..... 7 3 .700 603
Wadena ......... T 2 700 674
Adtkin .......... 3 7 L300 57}
Brainerd ....... 37 300 594
Siaples ......... 3 7 2300 58¢

District 24 Championship
Aitkin - 73
Wadena - 68

1955-63

Coach
Harold Willis

This Wadena team had a talented core of
returning starters including Sam Phillips, Bill
Gaslin and Vern Brust. The Indians started
the season among the favorites to win District
24 and Region 6. They began with a twelve-
game winning streak; however, they were
unable to sustain that momentum for the
balance of the season. Not even a day off
from practice to have a snowball fight helped.
They did end up in a tie for the Mid-State
Conference title. In the District 24 title game
Wadena lost to

Aitkin, a team they e e
had beaten twice in  |Wadena's Gaslin
the regular season. |Named All-State

Bill Gaslin

-WCCO All-State (12 player team)
-Three-time WCCO All-State Team of Week
-All-Region 6 Team

-Mid-State All-Conference (20.6 ppg - leader) --
District 24 Scoring (21.8 ppg - leader)

Sam Phillips
-WCCO All-State
Team of Week

\Sam Phillips,
|Averaging 18,
On_All-State

-All-Region 6 Team
-Mid-State All-Conference (16.9 ppg - 3rd)
-District 24 Scoring (16.9 ppg - 5th)
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The End

The “WHS Scrapbooks 1900-80” would not be possible without the Wadena County
Historical Society.

Donations to the WCHS are encouraged:

Wadena County Historical Society
603 Jefferson St. North

Wadena, MN 56482

Phone: 218-631-9079

If you wish to contact me, | can be reached at:

email: jebbwillis1955@agmail.com
cell: 320-420-8810

Jebb Willis
Class of 1974

NOTE:
Electronic copies are available to download on the WDC web
page and hard copies are available at the WCHS.


mailto:jebbwillis1955@gmail.com

