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Dual Dedication 

 

My father, Harold Willis, was a head basketball coach (1955-

64) and a history teacher (1955-1985) at Wadena High 

School.  I grew up loving the game of basketball.  He would be 

happy to know that I eventually grew up to appreciate the 

importance of documenting the past. 

 

 

Bob Zosel was, among other things, the great local historian 

of Wadena.  I was lucky enough to have played basketball for 

Wadena High School in the early 1970’s at which time Mr. 

Zosel was in charge of running the game clock, the scoreboard 

and “the horn.”  When coach said to get back in the game one 

would promptly approach the scorer’s table.  Once 

acknowledged by Mr. Zosel the player would sit and wait for a dead ball so 

the horn could be sounded, and the substitution made.  While waiting to get 

back into the game it was typical for Mr. Zosel to offer a few words of 

encouragement. 

 

I wish they were both still here to have helped me assemble  

“The Scrapbook."* 

 

It is worth noting that from 1924-56 there were ten Wadena basketball 

teams that included at least one Zosel, and at least one of those teams 

competed in each of the four decades represented during that time.  This 

fact, and much of what I discovered, could not have been uncovered 

without the help of the Wadena County Historical Society. 

 

Jebb Willis 

Class of 1974 

 
*Information Sources: 

“The Scrapbook” contents came primarily from: 

-The Brainerd Daily Dispatch (via: newspapearchives.com) 

-Pictures and Wadena PJ articles: The Wadena County Historical Society 
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The Beginning 
Wadena Indians basketball started around the turn of the century, the exact year was 

not determined.  The Wadena High School athletic teams’ nickname of “Indians” came 

from the town’s namesake, Ojibwe Chief Wadena, who lived in the later part of the 19th 

century. 

 
The Great Chief Wadena 

1885 

 

In the 1980’s when the Wadena and Deer Creek school districts merged the new WDC 

athletic teams’ nickname was changed to the “Wolverines.” 

 

Wadena High School Colors 

Until the late 1940’s the Wadena Indians were often referred to as the “Orangemen.”  

Dating back to 1925 the Wadena school colors were orange and white.  However, 

because of a shortage of dye needed to make the color orange they chose to switch 

their colors effective the 1948-49 school year.  The student body voted and blue and 

gold were selected as the new school colors.  The “Orangemen” ceased to exist. 
 

Out with the Old 1948-49 

1947-48 In with the New 

 

The pages that follow are about the history of Wadena basketball, by decade, from the 

early 1900’s through the 1950’s.  An attempt has been made to identify the coaches, the 

conferences and other affiliations, and the teams themselves.  Rosters, records, team 

and individual achievements are provided where possible. Accuracy has been a goal 

but cannot be guaranteed.  Feedback to provide missing information, or to point out 

inaccurate information, is encouraged.  Old team, game action and individual player 

photos would also be appreciated.  This document will be updated as needed. 
 

My primary sources of information have been the online archives of the Brainerd Daily 

Dispatch and resources found at the Wadena County Historical Society. 

 

You may contact me at:   jebbwillis1955@gmail.com 

mailto:jebbwillis1955@gmail.com
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Pre-1920’s 

Misc Articles and Notes of Interest 

1900-09 1910-19 

1905: Boys and Girls Teams 
 

This was the oldest article I found relating to 
any high school basketball in central 
Minnesota.  As you can see Little Falls and 
Staples had both boys’ and girls’ teams. 

 

 
Brainerd Daily Dispatch, January 31st, 1905 

 

It was newsworthy in 1905 that the Aitkin 
basketball team traveled (presumably by 
train) through Brainerd on its way to Staples. 

 
Brainerd Daily Dispatch, March 11, 1905 

 

 
 
 

This 1912 photo is  
from the Wadena 
County Historical 

Society. 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

Miller, Pansy basketball team 

This Feb 24, 1914, article is the first news I 

discovered involving Wadena basketball. 
 

Wadena 28 
Brainerd 15 

 
Brainerd Daily Dispatch, February 24, 1914  

 
1914 District 6 Championship 

 
Brainerd Daily Dispatch, March 14, 1914  

 
 

SEE NEXT PAGE - (cont 1) 



8 
 

 

Misc Articles and Notes of Interest 

1910-19 (cont 1) 1910-19 (cont 2) 

Roster 

 
Aitkin 39 vs Wadena 8 

1914 District 6 Championship 
ROSTER: Hutchins, Kennedy, Lund, E., Lund, 
L., Kingsley, Stevens, Zimmerman and 

Joset. 
     

Jan 9, 1915 

 
Zimmerman is Wadena star in  

24-20 loss to Brainerd. 

 
 

Feb 24, 1915 

 
Wadena 25  vs Little Falls 22 

 
 
 
 

Jan 10, 1916 

 
Zimmerman leads Wadena - 10 

points. 

 
 

 
SEE NEXT PAGE - (cont 3) 
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(CONTINUE TOP OF NEXT COLUMN - (cont 2)) 

 
Misc Articles and 

1910-19 (cont 3) 
 

 
Feb 5, 1916 

 
Talk about “home-court advantage!” 

 
 

Post-game food 
and dance for visitors. 

 
 
(CONTINUE TOP OF NEXT COLUMN - (cont 4)) 

 
 

Notes of Interest 
1910-19 (cont 4)

 
 

Mar 13, 1916 
 

District 6 Champions Wadena 
lose to Bemidji 63-59. 

  
 Zimmerman scores 20. 

 
 

NOTES: 
From February of 1914 to March of 1916, it 
appears that Zimmerman was the star of that era. 
 
I found no other pre-1920’s articles relating to 
Wadena basketball.  Perhaps WWI, and the 
USA’s entry in 1917, had something to do with 
that. 

 
The Minnesota State High School League was 
first organized in 1916 as the State High School 
Athletic Association. Its primary purposes were (1) 
to promote amateur sports and (2) to establish 
uniform eligibility rules for interscholastic contests. 
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1910’s 
1910-11 

 
Front: Loyal Zimmerman, Harold Parker 

Back: “Fen” Burch, Bob Langenbacher, unknown 

1911-12 

 
Front: Elmer Lund 

Middle: Zeke Kennedy, Harold Parker 
Back: Bob Langenbacher, unknown, “Fen” Burch 

Coach: Kidder 

1912-13 

 
Front: Zeke Kennedy, Elmer Lund, Bill Robb 

Back: Rae Carroll, Bob Langenbacher 

Coach Kidder 

1913-14 

 
Front: 4th from left Elmer Lund, 5th Zeke Kennedy 

 
Others (not in order): Carroll Kingsley, Everett 
KIngsley, Clifford Stevens, Roy Joset, Wayne 
Zimmerman, Fred Spencer, Arthur Hutchins, J.L. 
Monson 

Coach: J.L Monson 

 
District 6 runner-up to Aitkin 
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1920’s 
1919-20 

 

 
Back: Carl McDowell, Bill Stevens, George 
Welch, Maurice Merickel, Vern Wright 
 

Front: Marion Blaha, Pat Lund, Joe Rice, 
Coach Otte 

1920-21 
 

 
Back: Coach Kuefler, Merritt Dodds, Vern 
Wright, Clair Walker, Carol Parker 
 

Front: Marion Blaha, Carl McDowell, Harold 
Kruger, Bill Stevens 
 
Wadena PJ, December 10, 1970:  
This was coach Kuefler’s first year and this 1920-21 team was 
undefeated. 

1921-22 
 

 
Back: Bill Stevens, Vern Wright, Maurice 
Merickel, Carol Parker 
 

Front: Donald McKinnon, Clair Walker, Coach 
Kuefler, Marion Blaha, Joe Rice 
 

1922 State Tournament Participant 
(based upon District 6 Championship) 

 

 
      1922                  It was trendy to have 

  Vern Wright                    postcards made. 
 Marion Blaha            
                                                                                                 
 
 
 

   1921 
Vern Wright 

Marion Blaha 
Merritt Dodds 
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1920’s (cont.) 

 

1922-23 
 

 
Back: Coach Kuefler, Carol Parker, Milton Gaslin, 
Carl Spooner 
 

Front: Donald McKinnon, Kenneth Hezzelwood, 
Joe Rice, Ed Lehman, Merritt Dodds 

1923 State Tournament Participant 
(based upon District 6 Championship) 

1924-25 
 

 
Lost 20-18 to Pine River 

(the eventual District 11 Champions) 
 
 

1925-26 
 

 
Lost 19-18 to Staples 

(District 11 Tournament) 
 
 

1928-29 
 

 
Back: Olin, Anderson, Fischer, Brownsey 

Front: Davis, Zosel, Schmidt 

 
 

Lost 38-32 to Brainerd 
(District 11 Tournament) 
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In the News 

1921-22 Season  1921-22 (cont.) 

1922 State Tournament Participant 
 

Regular season 
Dec 15, 1921 

 

 
 

State Tournament First Round 
Wadena - 27       New Ulm - 17 

March 16,1922 
 

 

 

1922 State Tournament Semi-Final 
Wadena - 34       Madison - 35 (OT) 

March 17,1922 

 
 

 
 

1922 State Championship 
(19-0) Red Wing 34  Madison 27 

 
 
 



14 
 

1922-23 Season 
 

 
1923 State Tournament First Round 

Wadena - 16       Hopkins - 17 
March 27,1923 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1923 State Championship 
 (17-2) Aurora 24  Austin 14 

 
 

1923-24 Season 

 
Feb 7, 1924 

Effective for the next year’s 1924-25 
season Wadena was switched from 
District 6 to District 11.  They were joined 
in District 11 with Aitkin, Brainerd, 
Crosby-Ironton, Eagle Bend, Motley, Pine 
River and Staples. 

 

 
 

Dec 3, 1924 
 

 
 

NOTE 
Wadena coach Mr. Vos (1924-25). 

 
1924-25 (cont.) 
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1924-25 Season 
 

 

 
Wadena 5-7 

(regular season record) 
 

District 11 Quarterfinal 

Wadena 18  -  Pine River 20 
(Pine River went on to win the District Title) 

 

 

 
Jan 17, 1925 

 
 

Jan 31, 1925             
 

 
Brainerd - 6 (1 FG and 4 FTs) 

Wadena - 5 (2 FGs and 1 FT) 
 

Mar 7, 1925 

 
 



16 
 

 
1924-25 (cont.) 

 
March 1925 

  
District 11 Tournament 

 
(This was the first yr of dist 11, then it became dist 
25 for 3 yrs effective the 1930-31 season, then dist 

24 from 1933-34 and thereafter) 
 
 

 
 

 
 

1925 WHS  
Yearbook Cover 

(Wadena spelled backwards) 

 

 
1925-26 

 
 

 
 

Wadena 5-7 
(regular season record) 

 
District 11 Quarterfinal 

 

Wadena 18  -  Staples 19 
(Brainerd went on to win the District Title) 

 
 

Note 
Head coach Mr. Rosenberger (1925-27) 
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1925-26 (cont.) 
 

 

Dec 12, 1925 
 

 
 

1926 District 11 Tournament 
 

 
 

 

1926-27 
 

 

Jan 22,1927 
 

 

 

 
 

1926-27 Roster 
Browning, Ralph 
McBride, Edwin 

Young, Verl 
Zosel, Harold 
Zuehlke, Arthur 
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1926-27 (cont.) 
 

 
Jan 24, 1927 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1926-27 (cont.) 
 

 

Jan 27,1927 

 

 
 

March 1927 
District 11 Tournament Results 

 
 



19 
 

1927-28 
 

Feb 7, 1928 
 

 

 
1927-28 Roster  
(see above box score) 

 

 
 

Young All-District 11 
 

 

1927-28 (cont.) 
 

 

 
1928 District 11 Tournament 
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1928-29 
 

 
 

 
 

Wadena 4-1 
(conference record) 

 
District 11 Quarterfinal 

 

Wadena 32  -  Brainerd 38 
(C-I won the District Title) 

 
 
 
 
 

1928-29 (cont.) 

 
 

1929 District 11 Tournament 
 

 
 

Note: 
Head coach Tony Chermak (1927-1937) 

 

 

 

 

 

The history of basketball began with its invention in 1891 in 

Springfield, Massachusetts by Canadian physical 

education instructor James Naismith as a less injury-

prone sport than football. 
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Decade Highlights 
 

The 1930’s (Pg 22) 

-Achievement Highlights of the 1930’s - Teams/Players 

Team Highlights including:  

1934 District 24 Champs 

1936 District 24 and Region 6 Champs, Minnesota State Runner-up 
 

Player Highlights: Askew, Miller, Schiller, Garr and Browne 
 

-The Coaches of the 1930’s 

Coaches: Chermak and Schunert 
 

-Affiliations with Conferences and Districts in the 1930’s 

Conference: Central Eight 

 Districts: Districts 11, 25 and 24 

 

The 1940’s (Pg 28) 

-Achievement Highlights of the 1940’s - Teams/Players 

Team Highlights including:  

1943 District 24 Champs 
 

Player Highlights: Frost, Schmitz, Wilcox and Hedstrom 
 

-The Coaches of the 1940’s 

Coaches: Schunert, Wolverton, Sand, Mower and Held 
 

-Affiliations with Conferences and District 

Conferences: Central Eight and Central Ten 

District: District 24 

 

The 1950’s (Pg 33) 

-Achievement Highlights of the 1950’s - Teams/Players 

Team Highlights including: 

1959 Mid-State Conference Champs 
 

Player Highlights: Hedstrom, Merickel, Shearer, Gaslin and Phillips 
 

-The Coaches of the 1950’s 

Coaches: Held, Hadden, Gray, Hasbrouck and Willis 
 

-Affiliations with Conferences and District 24 

Conferences: Lake Region and Mid-State  

District: District 24 
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1930’s 

Achievement Highlights 
 

Teams Players 

1934 Team 
 

District 24 
Record: 9-1 (1st) 
Tournament: Champions! 
(35-20 win vs Brainerd) 

 

 
 

Region 6 
20-17 loss vs Alexandria 

 

1935 Team 
 

District 24 Record: 5-5 (T-3rd) 
District Championship Game 
Crosby-Ironton - 33 
Wadena - 9 
 
(NOTE: On Feb 23rd, at C-I, Wadena won 30-27) 
 

1936 Team 
 

Central Eight Conference (Only Yr) 
Record: 9-1 (2nd) 
 

District 24 
Record: 8-1 (T-1st) 

 
Tournament: Champions! 
Wadena beat C-I 22-19 
 

Region 6 - Champions! 
25-20 win vs Moorhead 
26-18 win vs Morris 

 

State Tournament - Runner-up 
20-18 win vs Sleepy Eye 
28-27 win vs Buhl 
26-20 loss vs Bemidji 

 
 

1937 Team 
 

Overall Record 15-8 
District 24 Championship Game 
Crosby-Ironton - 42 
Wadena - 36 

*Askew  1930-34  
(maybe 1929-1930 also) 

 

Four-year starter (maybe five-year) 
1934 All-Dist 24 (“Honorable Mention” 1931) 

 

*An Askew had been the 
starting center since the 
1929-30 season.  If the 
same person, then he was 
on varsity since 8th grade. 
 

Eddie Miller  
1933-36 
Three-year starter 
2X All-District 24 
All-Region 6 

All-State 
 

Philip Schiller  1933-37 
 

Three-year starter 
All-District 24 
All-Region 6 

 
 
 
 

Glenn Garr  1933-36 
All-District 24 
All-Region 6 
 

 
 

Bill Browne  
1934-36 

2X All-District 24 
All-Region 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
NOTE: Bill (not Jimmy) Browne 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

Coaches of the 1930’s 

Coaches  Comments 

 
 
1926-37  
Tony Chermak 

 
 

 Hometown  
Manitowoc, Wisconsin 

College 
Stout University, 1926 

Notes 
Upon leaving Wadena Anton “Tony” and Agnes Chermak 
returned to his hometown of Manitowoc, Wisconsin to coach 
and teach industrial arts until his retirement. 
 
 

Wadena High School 
Coaching Achievements: 

 
Minnesota State Tournament 
-1936 Runner-up (26-20 vs Bemidji) 
 
Region 6 Tournament 
-1934 semifinal loss to Alexandria 20-17 
-1936 Champions 
 
District 24 Tournament 
-1934 and 1936 Champions 
-1935 and 1937 Runners-up 
 

1937-41 
James Schunert 

 

 

Schunert was the assistant coach under Tony Chermak for 
the 1936-37 team and became the head coach for the next 
four seasons. 
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Wadena Basketball 

1930’s Team Affiliation 
In the 1930’s, collectively, Wadena, Aitkin, Brainerd, Crosby-Ironton, Little Falls and 

Staples were members of three different districts at various times. The district member 

schools were constant but not their assigned district number. 

 

During the 1930’s Wadena had no conference affiliation except in 1935-36 when they 

joined the new Central Eight conference.  After that one year they inexplicably dropped 

out. 

Conference Affiliation 

 

Central Eight Conference 
(1935-36) 

 

Aitkin, Alexandria, Brainerd, C-I, 

Little Falls, St Cloud, Staples and 

Wadena. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 9, 1935 

Brainerd Daily Dispatch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Central Eight Champion Season Wadena Place - Record 

Crosby-Ironton (11-1) 1935-36 2nd (9-1) 
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Wadena Basketball 

1930’s Team Affiliation 

 

District Affiliation 
 

District affiliation for Wadena basketball as a “large school” member, along with Aitkin, 

Brainerd, Crosby-Ironton, Little Falls and Staples, changed frequently in the early years.   

Wadena went from District 6 to District 11 effective the 1924-25 season.  For the 1930-

31 season these “large schools” were reassigned as District 25.  Effective 1933-34 they 

all became members of District 24.  Their large school district colleagues had remained 

the same regardless of their district number. 

 

District 24 
1936-37 

 
 

 

District 24 Tournament Format 

 (Dist 11 / Dist 25)  
 

Through the 1930 District 11 tournament there was no sub-district. In the 1930 district 

tournament Crosby-Ironton and New York Mills received first-round byes. The remaining 

12 teams (five large and seven small schools) reduced their numbers to six after the 

first round, leaving the tournament with eight teams.  After District 11 became District 

25, and with the creation of a sub-district, the format of the District 25 (1931-1933) and 

District 24 (post 1933) tournaments had two components.  First, the small schools 

competed in the sub-district tournament.  The champion and runner-up (usually) would 

then be seeded in the district tournament with the six large schools.  The top four large 

schools would be seeded accordingly, and their first-round opponents would be 

assigned or randomly picked. 
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Wadena Basketball 

1930’s Team Affiliation 

District 11 - District 25 - District 24 

Large Schools 

Aitkin 

Brainerd 

Crosby-Ironton 

Little Falls 

Staples 

Wadena 

 

Small Schools* 

Backus 

Menahga 

Motley 

New York Mills 

Pequot Lakes 

Pine River 

Sebeka 

Verndale 

 
*By 1940 Hewitt and Pillager joined the dist 24 small schools. 
 

 

 

 

 
(See “**Note” next page)   

** 
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Wadena Basketball 

1930’s Team Affiliation 

District 24 Champions 

District 24 Sub-District 24 

1930 C-I              27  (Dist 11) 
 Brainerd            24 
 
1931 Brainerd           19  (Dist 25) 
             C-I              18 
 
1932 C-I          26  (Dist 25) 
 Staples              22 
 
1933 Brainerd  25  (Dist 25) 
 Little Falls          19 
 
1934 Wadena            35 
 Brainerd 20 
 
1935 C-I                     33 
 Wadena   9 
 
1936 Wadena             22 
 C-I                      19 
 
1937 C-I              42 
 Wadena             36 
 
1938 C-I              29 
 Staples              26 
 
1939 Brainerd           27 
 Staples              19 
 

1930 No sub-district (until 1930-31) 

                (just 14-team District 11 tournament) 
 

1931 Pine River        winner 
 Pequot Lakes (score unknown) 
 
1932 Verndale 30 
 NYM                  28 
 
1933 Sebeka                2 (default) 
 Motley                 0 
 
1934 Sebeka  winner 
             NYM                  (score unknown) 
 
1935 NYM                  32 
 Pine River 25 
 
1936 Verndale 25 
 Pine River   18 
 
1937 Verndale  40 
 Pequot Lakes 17 
 
1938 Verndale 37  
             Pequot Lakes    20 
 
1939 Sebeka   15 
 Pequot Lakes    9 

 

**Note in the above 1935 tournament brackets on the previous page that the sub-district champion (New 

York Mills) and the runner-up (Pine River) are seeded in the District 24 Tournament brackets.  
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1940’s 

Achievement Highlights 
 

Teams Players 

1940 Team 
 

Regular Season 
Record: 15-8 
 

District 24 
Record: 7-4 (3rd) 
 
District 24 Quarterfinal 
32-26 loss vs Little Falls 
 

 

 
1943 Team 

 

 
Regular Season 
Record: unknown 
 

District 24 
Record: unknown 
 

District 24 Championship 
33-25 win vs Crosby-Ironton 
 

 

 
1944 Team 

 

Regular Season 
Record: 17-5 
 

Central Eight Conference (1st Yr) 
Record: 6-3 (2nd-T) 
 

District 24 
Record: 8-2 (1st-T) 
District 24 Championship 
38-27 loss vs Crosby-Ironton 
Dist 24 Runner-up (2nd) 

 

 
Duane Frost 1937-40 

 

 
Three-year starter 
2X All-District 24 team 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Dick Schmitz 1941-44 

 

 
Three-year starter  

2X All-District 24 
All-Conf Central 8 

 

 
 
 

 
Bruce Wilcox 1942-45 
 

 
Three-year starter 
2X All-District 24 
All-Conference Central 8 
 

 
 

Bob Hedstrom 1947-50 
 

 
Three-year starter 

2x All-District 24 
All-Conference Central 10 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

Coaches of the 1940’s 

Coaches  Comments 

1937-41 
James Schunert 

 

 

Schunert was the assistant coach under Tony Chermak for 
the 1936-37 team and became the head coach for the next 
four seasons. 

 
1941-42 
Mr. 
Wolverton 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
1942-43  
Arthur 
Sand 

  

 

1943-45 
Robert Mower 

  

 
1945-50 
Shirley (S.L.) Held 
 

 Hometown  
Kenyon, Minnesota 
 

College 
Macalester College - Class of 1940 
Moorhead Teacher's College 
 

Notes 
-WWII Captain U.S. Air Force 
-Superintendent Worthington Schools 1962-1982 
-Macalester Athletic Hall of Fame - 1994 
-Earned 8 letters in basketball, football and golf 
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Wadena Basketball 

1940’s Team Affiliation 
The one constant affiliation for Wadena basketball was being a “large school” member 

of District 24. They had no conference affiliation during the 1939-43 seasons.  Wadena 

joined the Central Eight conference for the 1943-44 season.  They competed in the 

Central Eight conference through the 1947-48 season.  After that year the conference 

expanded its membership, adding Aitkin and Detroit Lakes, and became the Central 

Ten conference.  Wadena basketball competed in the Central Ten conference for only 

one season, 1948-49. 

 

 

Conference Affiliations 

Central Eight Conference 
(seasons 1943-48) 

 

Alexandria 

Bemidji 

Brainerd 

Crosby-Ironton 

Little Falls 

St Cloud Tech 

Staples 

Wadena 

Central Ten Conference 
(season 1948-49) 

 

 

Aitkin 

Alexandria 

Bemidji 

Brainerd 

Crosby-Ironton 

Detroit Lakes 

Little Falls 

St Cloud Tech 

Staples 

Wadena 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central 8/10 Champions Conf. Wadena Place - Record 

1944  St Cloud Tech (9-0) C-8 2nd (6-3) 

1945              unknown C-8 unknown 

1946  Crosby-Ironton (11-1) C-8 8th (0-12) 

1947  Crosby-Ironton (7-1)  (as of Feb 11) C-8 8th (1-11) 

1948             unknown C-8 8th (0-7 on Jan 24) 

1949  Alexandria (11-1) C-10 3rd (9-6) 
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Wadena Basketball 

1940’s Team Affiliation 
 

District 24 
 

As was true in the 1930’s, district affiliation was treated much like a conference during 

the regular season.  The six large district 24 teams’ standings in district 24 play were 

reported throughout the season.  

1948-49 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

District 24 Tournament Format 
 

The format of the district 24 tournament in the 1940's continued to have two 

components.  First the small schools competed in the sub-district 24 tournament.  The 

champion and runner-up (usually) would then be seeded in the district 24 tournament 

with the six large schools.  The top four large schools would be seeded accordingly, and 

their first-round opponents would be assigned or randomly picked. 

 

 

Large Schools 

Aitkin 

Brainerd 

Crosby-Ironton 

Little Falls 

Staples 

Wadena 

Small Schools 

Backus 

Hewitt 

Menahga 

Motley 

New York Mills 

Pequot Lakes 

Pillager 

Pine River 

Sebeka 

Verndale 
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*  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

District 24 Champions 

District 24 Sub-District 24 

1940 C-I              28 
 Staples              23 
 
1941 C-I              32 
 Staples              28 
 
1942 C-I              20 
 Little Falls          17 
 
1943 Wadena 33 
 C-I              25 
 
1944 C-I              38 
 Wadena 27 
 
1945 C-I                     38 
 Brainerd 25 
 
1946 C-I              47 
 Staples              45 
 
1947 C-I              34 
 Staples              29 
 
1948 C-I              39 
 Staples              38 
 
1949 Brainerd           33 
 Little Falls 28 
 

1940 Pine River 37 
 Sebeka   24 
 
1941 Pequot Lakes 21 
 Verndaler 19 
 
1942 Pine River 22 
 Hewitt    14 
 
1943 Verndale 28 
 Hewitt    22 
 
1944 Verndale 38 
 Sebeka              24 
 
1945 NYM                  24 
 Verndale 15 
 
1946 NYM              24 
 Verndale   18 
 
1947 Sebeka  34 
 Verndale 29 
 
1948 Verndale 34 
 NYM      26 
 
1949 Verndale 35 
 Backus   25 

 

*Note in the above 1943 tournament brackets that sub-district champion (Verndale) and runner-up 

(Hewitt) are seeded in the District 24 Tournament brackets.  
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1950’s 

Achievement Highlights 
 

Teams Players 

 

1950 Team 
 

Regular Season                    

December 6, 1949 win 
61-54 vs Brainerd (22-1) 

 

Record: 17-6 

                    

District 24 
Season record: 8-2 (2nd) 
Tournament: Runner-up (2nd) 
50-47 loss vs Brainerd 
 
 
 

1959 Team 

 
 
 

Regular Season 
Opened season 12-0 
 

Season Record: 16-5 
 
Mid-State Conference 
Record: 5-3 (1st-T) 
 
 

 

 
District 24 
Season Record: 7-3 (1st) 
Tournament: Runner-up (2nd) 
73-68 loss vs Aitkin 
 
A day away from basketball 

 
Bob Hedstrom 1947-50 

 

37 pts vs Brainerd 12/6/49 
31 pts in Dist 24 semifinals 
Three-year starter 
2x All-District 24 Team 
All-Conf Central 10 

 
 

 
Pat Merickel 1948-50 

 

2nd leading scorer two years 

24 pts 1950 Dist 24 title game 
59 pts 1950 Dist 24 tourney 

 
 

           Dick Shearer 1953-56 
Three-year starter 
2x Mid-State scoring leader 
2x All-Conference - Mid-State 
District 24 scoring leader 
2x All-District 24  
 

 
 

            
 

Bill Gaslin 1956-59 
Three-year starter 
Mid-State scoring leader 
2x All-Conference Mid-State 
District  24 scoring leader 
All-Region 6 
3x All-State Team of Week 
1959 MN All-State Team of the Year 

 

          
Sam Phillips 1956-59 

Three-year starter 
2x All-Conf Mid-State 

All-Region 6 
2x All-State Team of the Week 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

Coaches of the 1950’s 

 

Coaches  Comments 

 
 

1945-50 

S.L. (Shirley) Held 
 

  
Hometown  
Kenyon, Minnesota 
 
College 
Macalester College - Class of 1940 
Moorhead Teacher's College 
 
Notes 
-WWII Captain U.S. Air Force 
-Superintendent Worthington Schools 1962-1982 
-Macalester Athletic Hall of Fame - 1994 
-Earned 8 letters in basketball, football and golf 
 

 
1950-52 

Russell Hadden 
 

  
Hometown  
Unknown 
 
College   
Unknown 
 
Notes             
-Hadden taught math and coached football and basketball in 
Mound Westonka Schools for 19 years before retiring. 

 
 

1952-53 
Weldon “Buzz” Gray 

 

  

  
Hometown 
Cass Lake, Minnesota 
 
College 
Hamline University 
Moorhead Teacher's College  
 
Notes 
-1934 Minnesota All-State Basketball Team 
-1934 Minnesota High School State Tournament 
-Hamline University All-Conference Basketball & Baseball 
-Hamline Athletic Hall of Fame 1982 
-Coached Appleton High School to 1952 State Tournament 
-U.S. Navy 4 years 
-20 years President of Earls Bakery, Inc. Grand Forks, ND 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

Coaches of the 1950’s 

Coaches  Comments 

 
 

1953-55 

Edward Hasbrouck 
             
 
 

  
Hometown 
Marshall, Minnesota 
 
College 
St John's University 
 
Notes 
-Played basketball at St John's 
-Coached Albany to 2 region tournaments in three years 
 

 
 

1955-64 

Harold L. Willis 
        

 Hometown 
Hendricks, Minnesota 
 
College 
South Dakota State University 
 
Notes 
-Hendricks High School Athletic Hall of Fame 2016 
-Minnesota HS State Track Meet 1944 - 2nd place mile run 
-7 letters at SDSU - basketball (4), track (2), football (1) 
-Ortonville, MN coach 1955 MN State Basketball 
Tournament 
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Wadena Basketball 

1950’s Team Affiliation 
The one constant affiliation for Wadena basketball was being a “large school” member 

of District 24 along with Aitkin, Brainerd, Crosby-Ironton, Little Falls and Staples . The 

conference affiliation with other teams was a different story.  Wadena basketball left the 

Central Ten* conference after the 1948-49 season.  After that year that conference 

membership changed often and was different for different sports. For basketball the 

Central Ten became the Central Seven and then the Central Six (Wadena was not a 

member of either) and football still had a Central Ten Conference (Wadena was a 

member). It is known Wadena basketball was a member of the Lake Region 

Conference in the 1950-51 season.  It is possible they were also members in the year 

prior and likely members through the 1953-54 season, after which Wadena joined the 

new Mid-State Conference effective the 1954-55 school year. 
 

Conference Affiliations 
 

Lake Region Conference 
1950-51 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Melrose won the Lake Region Conference title for the 

1950-51 season.  No other information was available. 

 

(Effective 1954-55 season) 

 

Aitkin* 

Crosby-Ironton* 

Park Rapids 

Staples* 

Wadena 

 

*For the 1949-50 season the Central Ten had become the Central Seven after Wadena, Alexandria and Detroit Lakes left the 

conference.  After one season the Central Seven became the Central Six with the departure of Bemidji.  The Central Six 

Conference existed intact for the remainder of the 1950’s and once the Mid-State Conference was formed for the 1954-55 

season Aitkin, Crosby-Ironton and Staples competed in both the Central Six and Mid-State conferences. 

 

Mid-State Champions Wadena Place - Record 

1955  Staples, C-I (record unknown) 3rd - (4-4) 

1956  Aitkin (7-1) 4th - (3-5) 

1957  Aitkin (6-1) 5th - (0-8) 

1958  C-I (7-1) 5th - (2-6) 

1959  Wadena, Park Rapids, C-I (5-3) 1st - (5-3) 



37 

Wadena Basketball 

1950’s Team Affiliation 
 

 
 

As was true in the 1930’s and 40’s, district affiliation continued to be treated much like a 

conference during the regular season.  The six large district 24 teams’ standings in 

district 24 play were reported throughout the season.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

District 24 Tournament Format 
 

With some exceptions the general format of the District 24 tournament in the 1950's had 

two components as in the past.  First the small schools competed in the Sub-District 24 

tournament.  The champion and runner-up would then be seeded in the District 24 

tournament with the six large schools. 

District 24 Schools 

Large Schools 

 

Aitkin 

Brainerd 

Crosby-Ironton 

Little Falls 

Staples 

Wadena 

 
 Wadena at Brainard - 1958 

 

Small Schools 

 

Backus 

Hewitt* 

Menahga 

Motley 

New York Mills 

Pequot Lakes 

Pillager 

Pine River 

Sebeka 

Verndale 

 

 

 
*Consolidated with Bertha effective 1953-54 season and left 

District 24. 
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Wadena Basketball 

1950’s Team Affiliation 
 

 

 

District 24 Champions 

District 24 Sub-District 24 

1950 Brainerd 50 
 Wadena 47 
 
1951 Brainerd 34 
 C-I              33 
 
1952 C-I              44 
 Staples              28 
 
1953 Brainerd 54 
 C-I              45 
 
1954 Brainerd 63 
 C-I              42 
 
1955 Staples              52 
 Brainerd 47 
 
1956 Little Falls 63 
 Aitkin              51 
 
1957 Brainerd 61 
 Aitkin                 59 
 
1958 Brainerd 63 
 C-I              52 
 
1959 Aitkin              73 
 Wadena 68 
 

1950 Pillager 53 
 Verndale 45 
 
1951 Backus 43 
 Pine River 39 
 
1952 Verndale 59 
 New York Mills 52 
 
1953 Verndale 63 
 Menahga 48 
 
1954 Verndale 61 
 Sebeka              40 
 
1955 Backus              43 
 Menahga 41 
 
1956 Verndale 51 
 Sebeka    48 
 
1957 Pequot Lakes 68 
 Pine River 38 
 
1958 Pine River 44 
 Pequot Lakes 31 
 
1959 Verndale 56 
 Pine River 44 

 

 
 

 

Note in these 1950 tournament brackets that sub-district champion 

Pillager and runner-up Verndale are seeded in the District 24 

tournament brackets.  In the quarterfinals Verndale was beat by 

Brainerd and Pillager was victorious over Staples.  Pillager ended up 

losing to Wadena in the semifinals and Wadena lost to Brainerd in 

the championship game 50-47. 
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Teams by Year 

 

1930-39 Teams (Pg 40) 

Rosters, Records  

and Results 
1940-49 Teams (Pg 51) 

1950-59 Teams (Pg 62) 

 

 

For each decade listed there is a one-page (maybe two) summary for each season.   

Three decades 

Thirty seasons 

Thirty-three pages 
   

There are many team pictures and news clippings with team and personal awards and 

stats.  Much of what you will find comes straight out of old WHS year books.  

 

Wadena High School Year Books 

1930’s 1940’s 1950’s 
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The 1930’s Seasons 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1929-30 
 

Roster / Records Results 

 
Anderson 
Askew 
Flenner 
Hanson 
Johnson, C 
Johnson, R 
Koch 
Olin 
Zosel 
 
 

 

 

No team records for 1929-30 are known, 
only the results of the District 11 tournament 
games.  In addition to the scores below, 
Wadena defeated Verndale 33-26 for the 
right to compete in the 8-team District 11 
tournament. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

1927-37 

Coach 

Tony Chermak 

Team 

The 1930 District 11 tournament had no sub-

district tournament and included 14 schools 

(six large and eight small). Crosby-Ironton and 

New York Mills each received a bye while the 

remaining 12 teams reduced their numbers to 

six after a “play-in” round, leaving the 

tournament with eight teams. Wadena 

defeated Verndale 33-26 in their “play-in” 

game to qualify for the District 11 tournament. 
 

Wadena went on to crush New York Mills 36-
17 in the first-round quarterfinal and their 
season ended with a 31-9 drubbing by 
Crosby-Ironton in the semifinals. 

 

 
 

Individual 
 

R. Johnson of the Wadena was named to the 
District 11 “Honorable Mention” team. 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 
1930-31 

 

 
Back Row: R.K. Rue asst. Coach, Zosel, Koch, Olin, Askew, Hanson, Coach Anton Chermak 

Front Row: Jung, R. Johnson, Flenner, C. Johnson, Hack 
 

District 25 Tournament 
 

 
Brainerd defeated C-I 19-18 in title game. 

 
 

 

 
1927-37 

Coach 

Tony Chermak 

The District 11 teams of last season were all 
re-assigned to be the District 25 teams 
effective this 1930-31 season.  The reason for 
the change is not known. 
 

 
 

Askew named to District 25 all-conference 
team, “ Honorable Mention.” 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 
1931-32 

Roster / Records Results 

 

 
 

District 25 Tournament 

 
District 25 Quarterfinal 

Crosby-Ironton - 21  
Wadena - 18 

 

(C-I won the District 25 title with an 8-
point margin in three games) 

 
1927-37 

Coach  

Tony Chermak 
 

Team 
1931-32 marked the second season of 
competing as a  District 25 team.  This would 
continue until the 1933-34 season at which 
time it would become District 24. The reason 
for the change is not known. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Individual 
 

Zosel named All-District 25 second team. 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 
1932-33 

Roster / Records Results 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

* 
 

 
 

*Jung 
 

District  25 Tournament 

 
 

 
 

1927-37 

Coach  

Tony Chermak 
 
 

Team 
1932-33 marked the third and final season of 
competing as a District 25 team. 
  

District 25 top four seeds: 
 
 
 
 
 

Wadena upset the #1 seed 
Staples 24-23 in the quarterfinals.   

 
 
 
 
Little Falls, 
#4 seed, 
defeated 
Wadena  
33-25 in 
the semi-
finals. 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1933-34 
 

 

 
Back Row: Sam Pierce, Phil Schiller, Glen ”Red” 
Garr, Warren Johnson (mgr), John Grogan, Bill 

Prettyman, Frank (Wiener) Merickel 
 

Front Row: Leland “Squeak” Johnson, Harry 
“Swede” West, Russ Askew, Wallace “Red” Smith, 

Eddie “Skip” Miller 
 
 
 

                   1927-37 

Coach  

Tony Chermak 

 

Teamwork Makes Them Great 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

From Wadena PJ 
Date unknown 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Favorites to win Region 6.  Success due to teamwork. 
Leland “Squeek” Johnson, Harry “Swede” West, Russ Askew, Wallace “Red” Smith, Eddie “Skip” Miller 

 

District Season Record 9-1 

District 24 Champions! 
 

 
 

District  24 Champions 
Wadena - 35 
Brainerd - 20 

 
 

Region 6 Tournament 
Alexandria - 20 
Wadena – 17 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1935-36 

 
 

 
Back Row: Ass’t Coach Schunert, Glen Garr, John Grogan, Eddie Miller, Bill Browne, Phil Schiller and Head Coach Chermak 

Front Row: Frank Merickel, Bill Prettyman, and Bill Breid 

Central Eight Conference 
9-1 (2nd) 

 
District 24 Season 

8-1 (T-1st) 
 

 
District  24 Tournament 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            All-District 24 Team 
 

Schiller and Miller on first team 
Garr and Browne on second team 
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Semifinals: 

 
 

 
Wadena - 26 

Morris - 18 

 
Miller, Browne, Schiller and Garr  

make All-Region 6 Team 
 

 
State Quarterfinals 

 

 

 
.NOTE: Browne’s first name was Bill, not Jimmy. 
 

 
 

Semifinals 

 

Championship 

 

Bemidji  (Region 8)      26 
Wadena (Region 6)       20 

 

 

 
 

Ed Miller 
All-District 24 
All-Region 6 

All-State 
 
         Browne          Garr            Schiller 

 
  
 
 
  
 
 

All-District 24 & All-Region 6 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 
1936-37 

(This was the last year having a jump ball at center court after each basket)   
 

 
This is the last Wadena team coached by Tony Chermak (1927-37) 

Season Record 
15-8 

 
 

District 24 Season 

 
 

 

District  24 Tournament 

 

 
 
 
 

Wadena High School 
Coaching Achievements 

                                            
1927-37 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  Anton Chermak 
 

Minnesota State Tournament 
 

1936 Runner-up (26-20 vs Bemidji) 

 

Region 6 Tournament 
 

1934 (first round loss to Alexandria 20-17) 

 

1936 Champions (wins over Moorhead and Morris) 

 

District 24 Tournament 
 

1934 and 1936 Champions 
   

1935 and 1937 Runners-up 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1937-38 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Season Record  
13-7 

 

 
 

District 24 Season 
5-5 (4th) 

 
 

District  24 Quarterfinals 
Brainerd - 28 Wadena - 22 

 

Effective  1937-38: 

 

 

 
Hotz makes All-District 24 First Team 

Walker makes All-District 24 Second Team 
 

 
 
 
 

1937-41 

Coach  

Jim Schunert 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1938-39 
 

 

Season Record 
11-7 

 

 
 

District 24 Season 
5-5 

 
District 24 Tournament 

 
Wadena loses 26-16 in semi-final round 

 

 

 
 

Duane Frost All-District 24 First Team 
Schiller and Lewis Honorable Mention 
 
 
 
 

1937-41 

Coach  

Jim Schunert 
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The 1940’s Seasons 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1939-40 
 

 
 
 

Anderson Frost, Duane Lowrey 

Bergeson Ireland Weyhrauch, Bill 

Felland Lewis 
Weyhrauch, Bob 

 
 

Season Record 
15-8 

 
 

District 24 Season 
7-4 (3rd) 

 
District  24 Quarterfinals 

Little Falls 32 
Wadena 26 

 
 

 
1937-41 

Coach  

Jim Schunert 

 

This Wadena team had some impressive 
wins.  They defeated eventual District 24 
and Central 8 Conference Champions C-I 
twice, 30-28 in the season opener and 36-
28 in the season finale.  But, while they 
defeated Little Falls twice, 25-18 and 47-
21, they lost to them in the District 24 
quarterfinals. 

 
Other notable wins: 

 

Fergus Falls 32-15, Alexandria 42-23, 
Moorhead 51-40 

 
 

No individual accomplishments were 
discovered for this 1940 Wadena team.  A 
five-man All-District 24 first team and a 
five-man second team were named.  No 
Wadena players on either.  However, in 
1939 as a junior, Duane Frost was 
selected to the District 24 five-man first 
team and called a “hot shot forward” by 
the Brainerd Daily Dispatch.  The paper 
also pointed out that Wadena would be 
returning three starters for the 1940 
season. This 1940 team finished with a 
good record that included some 
impressive wins.  Perhaps this was 
possible because they were well 
balanced, and their success was a true 
team effort. 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1940-41 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Back: Ass’t coach Kermit Anderson, Duane Ames, Howard Erickson, Roger Robb, Ervin Blair Thos. 
Ames, Don Perkinns, head coach Jim Schunert 
 

Front:  Paul Bergland, Gerald Highum, Jack Nutting, Vernon Wirkkinen, Clyde Kelsey 

Season Record 
5-17 

 

 
District 24 

Final Standings 
(2-8) 

 
 

 
 

1937-41 
Coach  

Jim Schunert 

 

After an impressive record in the 1939-40 
season this campaign would be the first of 
two that would struggle to win games.  
However, the foundation was being laid for 
the 1943 and 1944 teams that were the most 
successful teams of the decade. 
 

Junior Jack Nutting and sophomore Vern 
Wirkunen provided a nucleus upon which to 
build for the future. 
 

Very few statistics were uncovered but 
enough praise for Nutting, from the Brainerd 
Daily Dispatch, and some game results show 
how dominating he could be.  In two losses to 
archrival Staples, 30-22 and 33-31, Nutting 
scored 16 and 21 points respectively.  In the 
first game the paper said he scored from all 
positions on the court and played aggressive 
defense. 
 

Wirkunen appears to be the second leading 
scorer on the team.  As a sophomore starter 
he was getting valuable experience that 
would help the 1943 team win the District 24 
title. 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1941-42 
 

 

 
 

 

Season Record 
5-16 

 

District 24 
record unknown (6th) 

 
 

District  24 Tournament 
4th place 

 

 
 
 

 

1941-42 

Coach  
Mr. Wolverton 

 
 

 

This 1942 team could be described as 
talented, but young and inexperienced.  Led 
by senior gunner Jack Nutting, his 
supporting cast included juniors Vern 
Wirkunen and Jack Browne, sophomore 
Dick Schmitz and freshman Bruce Wilcox. 
 

 

Like the previous season few statistics were 
uncovered. However, in the District 24 
tournament Wadena met #2 seeded Brainerd 
in the quarterfinals and upset them 25-22. 
 
Wadena lost to Little Falls in the semifinals 
and to Staples in the 3rd place game. For the 
tournament, in addition to Nutting, 
Wirkunen, Schmitz and Browne were the 
top scorers and the freshman Wilcox played 
in all three games. 
 

Senior Jack Nutting was named to the 10-
man All-District 24 team. 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 
1942-43 

 

 
 

Season Record 
unknown 

 

-District 24 Season 
3rd place 

 

 
 

District  24 
Tournament Championship 

Wadena - 33 
Crosby-Ironton - 25 

 

 
Dick Schmitz (jr-center) - All-District 24 
Bruce Wilcox (so-guard) All-District 24  
Vern Wirkunen (sr-fwd) Honorable Mention 
 

In the Region 6 tournament Wadena lost in 
their semifinal game to Alexandria 35-25.  
Alexandria went on to win the Region 6 
tournament and in the state tournament lost 
in the title game to St. Paul, 52-33. 

 
1942-43 

Coach 
Arthur Sand 

 

Not many details were available about 
Wadena's 1942-43 season. Like the previous 
year they were young, but this year they were 
no longer inexperienced.  An assumption can 
be made that as the season progressed this 
young team kept improving.  The District 24 
tournament results support this assumption. 
 
It appears the Indians were the #3 seed in the 
District 24 tournament, with C-I and Aitkin #1 
and #2 respectively. The "Orangemen" 
opened the tournament against Little Falls 
and won that quarterfinal matchup 34-32. 

                           

 
In the semifinal against the #2 seed Aitkin, for 
some unknown reason Aitkin chose to stall. 
Perhaps Wadena had developed into the best 
team in the tournament and Aitkin knew it.  
The first points of the game came 4 minutes 
into the 2nd half. Wadena won 12-8. Dick 
Schmitz led all scorers with 6 points and was 
described by the Brainerd Daily Dispatch, 
"...as impenetrable as the Rock of Gibraltar 
on defense and rebounds." 
 

In the District 24 championship game, held in 
the Wadena Auditorium, the Indians took on 
the #1 seed Crosby-Ironton Rangers. C-I had 
won the District title the previous 3 years 
running. This year Wadena won 33-25, led by 
Dick Schmitz, the leading point getter with 
10 and top rebounder. Sophomore Bruce 
Wilcox, Jr. added 8 points and Jack Browne 
had 7. 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1943-44 

 

 
 

 
 

Season Record 
15-6 

 

Central Eight 
Conference 

6-3 (2nd) 

 
(Wadena’s inaugural season) 

 

For the 1943-44 season defending District 
24 champion Wadena was a new member 
of the Central Eight Conference.  In their 
inaugural season they finished 6-3 and 
tied for 2nd place with Bemidji and behind 
St Cloud Tech.  In district 24 play the 
Indians were tied with Crosby-Ironton for 
1st place, their district records unknown.  
See standings to left.  
     

In the District 24 tournament defending 
champion Wadena beat Little Falls in the 
quarterfinals 45-41 led by Dick 
Schmitz's 16 points. In the semifinals 
Wadena defeated Brainerd 45-36. Bruce 
Wilcox led Wadena's balanced scoring 
with 10. 
    
The 1944 District 24 championship game 
was a repeat of the previous year. 
Defending champion Wadena and C-I 
were preseason favorites, they tied for 
first in district play and now they faced 
each other once again in the title game. 
Brainard's Washington High School 
gymnasium was reportedly packed with 
nearly 3,300*, mostly partisan, fans. In the 
end, the Rangers of C-I proved too much 
for Wadena. The final score was 38-27.  
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Wadena Indians  
1943-44 

 
District 24 Season 

8-2 (1st) 
 
 

District  24 Championship 
Crosby-Ironton - 38 

Wadena - 27 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
1943-45 

Coach 
Robert Mower 

 

Basketball 

(cont.) 

 
With the win C-I had their 6th title in the 
last twelve years, their 4th in the last five. 
  
 

 
* (more than one person has questioned the claim of 

3,300 fans, for lack of capacity, in the Washington gym) 

 
For the 2nd consecutive year senior 
center Dick Schmitz and junior guard 
Bruce Wilcox, made the All-District 24 
ten-man team selected by the coaches.  
 

 

The Brainerd Daily Dispatch also picked 
an All-Central Eight team of eight athletes 
and identified their top five which included 
Dick Schmitz. The paper also stated had 
they selected ten athletes, Bruce Wilcox 
would have been included. 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1944-45 
 

 

 

 
Season Record 

7-14 
 

Central Eight 
 Conference 

1-11 
 

District 24 
1-9 

 

District  24 Quarterfinals 
Wadena - 30 
Brainerd - 39 

 

 

1943-45 
Coach 
Robert Mower 

In March of 1945 the Brainerd Daily Dispatch 
stated that, "Wadena had one of its poorest 
seasons on record."  They lost in the District 
24 quarterfinals 39-30 against Brainerd. The 
one bright spot was the play of 3rd year 
starter Bruce (Timmy) Wilcox, Jr.   
 
Wilcox was 
named to the 
Central 8 eight-
man all-
conference first 
team. 
 
Pat Frost and Dale Besset were given honorable 
mention recognition. 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1945-46 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Season Record  
1-19 

 
Central Eight 
Conference 

0-12 
 

District 24 Season 
0-10 

 

 
District 24 Quarterfinals 
        Wadena - 21 
      Little Falls - 58 

1945-50 
Coach 

S. L. Held 

With only one returning player from last year's 
dismal team, it comes as no surprise the 
1945-46 season was not any better.  They 
were eliminated in the District 24 quarterfinals 
by Little Falls, 58-21. 

 

 
 

Baden made the eight-man Central Eight All-
Conference 2nd team . 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 
1946-47 

 

 

Season Record   
2-19 

 

 
 

Central Eight 
Conference 

1-11 
 

District 24 
1-9 (6th) 

 
 

District  24 Quarterfinals 
Little Falls - 43 
Wadena - 23 

 
 

 
 
 

1945-50 

Coach 

S. L. Held 

This team started the season with a car wreck 
on its way to play against conference foe, the 
Bemidji Lumberjacks. They collided with a 
lumber truck just south of Bemidji. 

 
 

The “wreck” was the start of a 2-17 season. 
A fitting end to the season occurred in a game at 
Staples when, "...a rough and tumble game 
developed into a fist fight..."  

 

Staples 38 Wadena 15 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1948-49 

 
Season Record 

12-8 

 

District  24 Quarterfinals 
 

Wadena - 40 
Little Falls - 42 

 
1945-1950 

Coach 

S.L. Held 

A NEW YEAR, A NEW ERA! 
In spite of four recent years of futility Wadena 
was picked to finish 2nd in the competitive 
Central Ten.  
   

Wadena tied for 3rd place (9-6) with Brainerd 
and behind Alexandria and Bemidji.  In 
District 24 Wadena (7-3) finished 2nd behind 
Brainerd. Unfortunately, a quite successful 
season ended abruptly in the District 24 
tournament when the #5 Flyers defeated the 
#2 Indians 42-40. 
   
Bob Hedstrom was named to the five-man 
All-Central Ten Conference team and finished 2nd 
in conference scoring with a 15.7 average just 
behind Brainerd's Jim Smith at 15.9. 
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The 1950’s Teams 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1949-50 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Overall 
17-6 

 

District 24 
8-2 (2nd) 

 

 
District  24 Championship 
Brainerd - 50  Wadena - 47 

 

Coach  

S.L. Held 
1945-50 

 
 

 

On December 16, 1949, Wadena (4-0) hosted 
Brainerd (6-0).  The Indians won 61-54 behind the 
37-point performance of their 6’3” pivot man Bob 
Hedstrom.  Pat Merickel added 15.  Brainerd 
finished the regular season with a 22-1 record.  
     
Wadena finished the regular season with a 15-5 
overall record and finished 2nd in the District 24 
standings (8-2) just behind Brainerd (9-1). 
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Wadena  
1949-50

 
 

Bob Hedstrom 
 

37 pts in Brainerd’s only season loss 

31 pts vs Pillager Dist 24 record 

64 pts in three District 24 tourney 

             games, old record 54 pts 

Two-time All-District 24 Team 
Central 10 All-Conference (Jr Yr) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Bob Hedstrom 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Pat Merickel 
 
 
 
 

24 pts (District 24 title game 50-47 

              loss to Brainerd) 

59 pts (in three District 24 tourney 

             games, old record 54 pts) 

Indians Basketball 

(Cont.)   

 

 

 

 
In the District 24 tournament Wadena defeated 
Little Falls 62-59 in the quarterfinals with Hedstrom 
and Merickel each scoring 18.   
 
In the semifinals the Indians 
beat Pillager 67-57 behind 
Hedstrom's 31 points.  That 
broke the scoring record of 
28 points for a single game 
in District 24 tournament 
history.  Merickel added 17.
   
  

 
In the District 24 Championship game Brainerd 
defeated Wadena 50-47.  Bob Hedstrom was held 
to 15 points and played only half of the game due 
to foul trouble.  Pat Merickel led Wadena with 24 
points.  Wadena finished the season at 17-6 and 
was the District 24 tournament runner-up. 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1950-51 

 
Seated: Newell, Falldorf,  Freeman, Utermarck, Maroney, Harrison, Ousley 
Standing: Schmith, Nyberg, Kurz, Tappe, Imgrund, Hanson, Coach Hadden 

 

Season Record 
5-16 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Lake Region Conference 
3-5 (4th) 

 

District 24 
1-9 (6th) 

 
 
 

District  24 Semifinals 
C-I over Wadena 49-41 

 
1950-52 

Coach  

Russ Hadden 

 

With no returning starters from the 
1949-50 team, and only three returning 
underclassmen, this squad was very 
inexperienced. 

 

 

After finishing in sixth place in the 
District 24 regular season standings 
Wadena was competitive in the 
postseason.  In the opening round 
quarterfinals of the District 24 
tournament the Indians were able to 
upend Backus, the sub-district 24 
champions, 34-31. 
 

 

 
The top point getter throughout the 
season was Doug Imgrund however 
on any given night significant scoring 
could come from Darold Faldorf, Jim 
Kurz, Lloyd Tappe or Harold Harrison. 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 
1951-52 

 

 

 

 

Season Record 
2-19 

 

Conference 
Lake Region 0-8 

 

District 24 
1-9 (6th) 

 

District  24 
Quarterfinals 
Verndale - 47 
Wadena - 40 

 
After starting the season with a win over 
Aitkin it looked like this year’s team would 
improve on last year’s 1-9 District 24 record.  
 

However, the District 24 1952 season record 
was again 1-9.  In the tournament the Indians 
lost to Verndale 47-40 in the quarterfinals. 
 

As with the 1951 team there were a number 
of players that led the team in scoring for one 
or more games.  The most notable were 
Harold Harrison, Fred Freeman, Lloyd 
Tappe and Jim Kurz. 
 

 
1950-52 

Coach  

Russ Hadden 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1952-53 
 

 

L--R: D. Halliwell, D. Newell, G. Davis, D. Campbell, F. Freeman, J. Rice, 
 C. Phillips, D. Skalisky, J. Schmith, D. Sweere, J. Ratcliff, M. Goedel, E. Haight 

 
 

Season Record 
3-17 

 

Lake Region Conference 
1-6 

 

District 24 
0-10 (6th) 

 

The 1952-53 season was another 
difficult one, but it provided 
opportunities for some 
underclassmen that would contribute 
significantly to more success in the 
future.  These underclassmen 
included freshman  Dick Shearer and 
sophomores Dale Skalisky, Gene 
Haight and Jim Rice. 

 
District 24  
“play-in” 
game 

vs Aitkin 
 
 

1952-53 

Coach  

Weldon “Buzz” Gray 
 

 
 

Third year varsity player Fred 
Freeman was the leading scorer. 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1953-54 
 

 
 

Season Record 
1-11 (partial) 

 
 

 

Lake Region Conference 
unknown 

 
 

 

District 24 
1-9 (6th) 

 

District  24 Quarterfinal 
 

Little Falls 44 
Wadena 42 

 
1953-55 

Coach  

Ed Hasbrouck 
 

 

At the beginning of the 1953-54 season, in a 
December 15 article in the Brainerd Daily 
Dispatch, Wadena basketball was referred to 
as a “weakling” and a “doormat” in District 24 
competition.  At the end of that season 
Wadena had a four-year combined record of 
3-37 in District 24 competition. 
 
 

The good news was that there would be a 
strong nucleus of returning players that 
could turn things around. 
 
 

 
 
Sophomore Dick 
Shearer and 
junior Jim Rice 
led Wadena to 
an impressive 
upset victory at 
Staples, 53-52, 
knocking the 
Cards out of 
contention for the 
#2 seed in the 
District 24 
Tournament. 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1954-55 
 

   
 
 T. Merickel, J. Rice, G. Goedel, J. Gustafson, D. Skalisky, C. Kennedy, G. Ryti, R. Shearer, T. Zosel, B. Clark, J. Proctor, B. Tapley 

 

Season Record 
14-7 

 

Mid-State 
Conference 

4-4 (3rd) 
 

District 24 Season 
5-5 (3rd) 

 

District  24 
Quarterfinals: 

Little Falls 69 
Wadena 67 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
1953-55  

Coach 
Ed Hasbrouck 

Dick Shearer 

  

After a slow start (0-5 in Dist 24) Wadena 
finished the regular season with a ten-game 
winning streak and gave Brainerd their only 
District 24 defeat of the season. 
 

 
 

 
Dick Shearer 

Mid-State All-Conference (13.9 ppg - 1st) 
All-District 24 Team (15.0 ppg - 3rd) 
74% season FT  
 

Dale Skalisky 
13.8 ppg (2nd in Mid-State scoring) 
 
Senior Jim Rice was 5th in Mid-State scoring. 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1955-56 

 
 

Season Record 
10-11 

 
 

Mid-State 
Conference 

3-5 (4th) 
 

 

 
 

District 24 
3-7 (5th-T) 

 

 
 
 

District  24 Quarterfinal 
Little Falls 94 
Wadena - 77 

 
 

1955-63 

Coach  

Harold Willis 
 

 
Dick Shearer 19.1 ppg 
Mid-State Conference 
 

 
 

Dick Shearer 20.2 
ppg 

Dist 24 Large Schools  
 

 
 

2 x All-Conference Mid State 
2 x All-District 24 
  

"All-district guard Dick Shearer is one of 
the ablest backcourt men in the state and 
his record proves it."   
Brainerd Daily Dispatch 
February 14, 1956  
 

In Shearer’s last five high school games 
he averaged 26 ppg and made 87% of 
his free throws on 77 attempts.  In one of 
those games Shearer was 19/20 from the 
line.  
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Wadena Indians Basketball 
1956-57 

 

 

Season Record 
3-18 

 
 
Mid-State (0-8) 
 
 

District 24 (0-10) 
 

District 24 
Quarterfinal 

Aitkin - 20 
Wadena - 8 

 

*See note 

regarding 
low score. 

 
1955-64 

Coach 

Harold Willis 

Every player on the 1956-57 roster was new 
except for Roman Walz who saw little, if any, 
varsity playing time the year before as a 
sophomore.  It is difficult to find “team 
accomplishments” in a 3-18 season. 
However, this season did give a group of very 
promising underclassmen the opportunity to 
gain varsity experience that would pay off 
nicely in the two years that followed. 
 

Individual 
Sophomore Sam Phillips led the 
team in scoring at almost 10 ppg.  
His best outings were 25 points vs 
Perham and 22 points vs Brainerd.
  
   

Another sophomore, Bill Gaslin, averaged 7 
ppg.  His high point effort was 19 vs Brainerd. 
 

*Low Score 
The Wadena coach must have felt his team (0-10 in District 24 
games) could not compete with the Aitkin squad in a 
conventional game so Wadena “held the ball” until late in the 
game.   
 

Ironically in the 1943 District 24 Tournament the #2 seed Aitkin 
team held the ball against the #4 seed Wadena team.  See the 
1943 season information for more details. 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1957-58 

 

 

 
Season 
Record 

10-9 

Conference 
2-6 

District 24 
3-7 

 
 
 

District  24 
Quarterfinal 
Wadena - 71 
Brainerd - 88 

 
Coach  

Harold Willis 
1955-63

 

 

The Indians finished the regular season 
strong by beating Crosby Ironton, Staples, 
Verndale and Little Falls.  For Mid-State 
Conference champions C-I, it was their only 
conference loss.    
 

Mid-State All-Conference 
Bill Gaslin    
Conf. scoring 2nd @ 17.9 ppg   
Overall scoring 5th @ 15.8 ppg 
 

Sam Phillips   
Conf. scoring 3rd @ 16.0 ppg   
Overall scoring 4th @ 16.6 ppg 
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Wadena Indians Basketball 

1958-59 

 

 

Season Record 
16-5 

 

Mid-State Conference 
5-3 (1st-T) 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
District 24 
7-3 (1st-T) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
District 24 Championship 

Aitkin - 73 
        Wadena - 68 
 
 

1955-63 

Coach 

Harold Willis 

This Wadena team had a talented core of 
returning starters including Sam Phillips, Bill 
Gaslin and Vern Brust.  The Indians started 
the season among the favorites to win District 
24 and Region 6.  They began with a twelve-
game winning streak; however, they were 
unable to sustain that momentum for the 
balance of the season. Not even a day off 
from practice to have a snowball fight helped. 
They did end up in a tie for the Mid-State 
Conference title.  In the District 24 title game 
Wadena lost to 
Aitkin, a team they 
had beaten twice in 
the regular season.  
 
Bill Gaslin  
-WCCO All-State (12 player team) 

-Three-time WCCO All-State Team of Week  
-All-Region 6 Team 
-Mid-State All-Conference (20.6 ppg - leader) --
District 24 Scoring (21.8 ppg - leader)  
  

Sam Phillips 
-WCCO All-State 
Team of Week  
  

-All-Region 6 Team 
-Mid-State All-Conference (16.9 ppg - 3rd) 

-District 24 Scoring (16.9 ppg - 5th)   



74 
 

 
 

 

The End  

 

 

 

The “WHS Scrapbooks 1900-80” would not be possible without the Wadena County 

Historical Society. 

Donations to the WCHS are encouraged: 

 

Wadena County Historical Society 

603 Jefferson St. North 

Wadena, MN 56482 

Phone: 218-631-9079 

 

 
If you wish to contact me, I can be reached at: 

 

email: jebbwillis1955@gmail.com 

cell:    320-420-8810 

 

Jebb Willis 

Class of 1974 

 

 

NOTE: 

Electronic copies are available to download on the WDC web 

page and hard copies are available at the WCHS. 

mailto:jebbwillis1955@gmail.com

