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By Yuvia Rodriguez 
 For some students, back-to
-school was exciting, while 
others dreaded giving up the 
freedom of summer.  
 Most incoming seventh 
graders were nervous about the 
first day of junior high. To help 
the transition, junior high teach-
ers sponsored a night where 
both seventh and eighth graders 
could find and set up lockers 
and tour the school to locate 
classes.  
 Seventh grader Katelyn 
Mitchell said, ñEntering the 
new school environment felt 
scary, but the special junior 
high night helped me feel pre-
pared for the first of school.ò 
Mitchell has vocal for her elec-

tive and really likes it and her 
favorite part of junior high is 
being allowed to go off campus 
for lunch, and so far, her favor-
ite teacher is Natasha Fitzger-
ald.  
 The elementary welcomed   
two new teachers and four staff  
and 17 new students bringing 
PreK-6th total to 281. For the 
junior and senior high side of 
the district, 13 students  for 267 
joined the population and one 
new member to the faculty.  
 Trinity Smith, a new junior 
student said, ñThis school is 
more structured than my previ-
ous school and everyone is so 
friendly and kind.ò Her favorite 
teacher is Nicole Kippenberger 
because she understands and 

really cares about the students.  
 Dring the summer, athletes 
participated in summer pride 
and various camps. 
 Softball kicked off their 
season prior to the year starting 
and cross country had their first 
meet the first day of school. 
During the summer both soft-
ball and baseball hosted camps 
for younger athletes.  
 The football team held 
practices to prepare for the 
upcoming season. 
 To welcome the teachers 
back, the ag team fixed break-
fast for the final day of in-
service with egg casseroles, 
biscuits and gravy and more 
items. 

Eighth graders Yasmin Perez and 
Savannah Dotson compare sched-
ules at the special Back-to-School 
event. 
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By Josiah Simpson 
 Senior Nathun Urias has 
the honor of being selected for 
an all expense paid trip to the 
Nationôs Capitol.  From June 13 
to 19, he took a trip to Wash-
ington DC. The trip was a lead-
ership camp sponsored by 
TCEC and the Oklahoma Elec-
tric Cooperatives. 
 They took a hefty handful 
of kids to see the many monu-
ments of the Capitol, including 
the likes of Mount Vernon, the 
Holocaust Museum, Arlington 
National Cemetery, and even 
inside the U.S. Capitol, which 
was Uriasô favorite.   
 He was most appreciative 
of learning about the layout of 
the National Mall and the im-
portance of each memorial. In 

the matter of future students 
going for future trips, Urias 
said, ñI would recommend oth-
ers to go because the people 
were so kind, and it's a free 
$5000 trip full of fun activities 
and sightseeing.ò This yearôs 
juniors are encouraged to apply 
for the 2027 summer trip.  
 When asked whether or 
not he would visit again later on 
his own, he stated, ñI don't think 
I will need to visit again be-
cause I saw everything there 
was to see. The memories will 
live on vividly, so I don't see 
myself needing to go back.ò 
Urias added that if he did re-
turn, he would go see the White 
House because that was the 
only sight they were unable to 
see up close. 

 TCEC serves the Oklaho-
ma Panhandle and parts of sur-
rounding states including Kan-
sas, New Mexico, Colorado and 
Texas.   
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Senior Nathun Urias poses in front of 
the Nationôs Capitol Building during 
his summer trip, compliments of 
TCEC, to Washington DC. 

Enjoying the tour, Daniel Ponce 
(Turpin), Katey Yates 
(Texhoma), and Nathun Urias 
(Hooker) were area students 
awarded the trip by TCEC.  
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 The yearbook staff was 
busy before the first day of 
school taking softball team 
photos as well as making 
plans to cover softball, 
football and cross country. 
 Adviser Lori Kraft, 
steps into her twenty first 
year of teaching with 15 
staff members, 11 new to 
the elective. She takes 
pride in the fact that the 
yearbook is self-supporting 

due to the various fundrais-
ers held throughout the 
year.  
 ñWhat people do not 
realize is each book  costs 
between $65 and $75 to 
print. The price charged to 
students is only $30 which 
has not changed in 20 
years,ò Kraft explained.  
 Funds are raised 
through advertising support 
as well as the annual Dog-
fest event. However, a big 
part of the money comes 
from the sport team and 
individuals taken by the 
staff  for elementary, junior 
high, and high school 
sports. 
 ñEvery time a parent 
purchases a memory mate, 
button, keychain, magnet 
or reprints, they are helping 
offset the rising printing 
costs,ò Kraft said. ñI just 
do not know if parents 
realize how much this 
helps in keeping the cost of 
the yearbook so kids can 

afford it and have a 
memory book for years to 
come.ò  
 Senior staff member, 
Slade Wilson, who is also 
new to the elective, stepped 
up and has taken the major-
ity of the football and cross 
country teams. Softball was 
Lerady Medina volunteer-
ing her time along with 
Paitlyn Rundles, a year-
book editor in her second 
year.  
 ñWe just appreciate the 
support and want those 
who purchase photos of 
their athlete to know that 
they are also supporting an 
important cause,ò Kraft 
added.   
 Copies of the 2025-26 
yearbook are still available 
for sale for $30. Students 
are encouraged to preorder 
the 2026-27 book and earn 
extra votes for the Dogfest 
event set for November 5. 
Price can be paid in full or 
a $15 deposit. 
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  The newspaper kicks off a third year with 
14 members and settling in with new adviser, 
Lori Kraft.  
 Reports brainstorm story ideas striving to 
cover happenings within the school as well as 
community events. ñWe welcome ideas from 
teachers in the district as well as folks in our 
community,ò Kraft said.  
 The paper will be published approximately 
every two weeks. A limited number of copies 
will be printed and placed at First National 
Bank, Pizza on Broadway, Olive Warner Me-

morial Library and Mills Ideal.  
 A QR code will be placed at numerous 
locations so individuals can scan the code 
with their phones and have instant access to it 
online. The paper will be uploaded to the 
schoolôs app, Hooker Schoolôs Connect, and 
the website at www.hookerpublicschools.net. 
If individuals desire to have the newspaper 
emailed to them, just send an email to 
lkraft@hookerpublicschools.net with SUB-
SCRIBE TO NEWSPAPER in the subject 
line. You can also click on QR codes on the 

page one or posters around town and it will 
take you to the paper on the school website. 
 Donation jars are located at  Mills Ideal 
and the Olive Warner memorial library. Funds 
will help with purchasing supplies and other 
items.  
 Kraft and the staff all agree the newspaper 
is important as it give students an extra elec-
tive in which to chose, provides an opportuni-
ty to learn a new skill as well as help cover 
events in the school and community since we 
no longer have a local newspaper.  

Senior Sophia Byrd 
carefully trims photos 
for keychains to help fill 
sport picture orders.  
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By Josiah Simpson  
 Meagan Brewer has 
taken over teaching the 
senior and junior Eng-
lish classes.  
 Brewer has started 
off the year by launch-
ing the seniors into an 
intriguing project, in 
which she divided 
them into groups and 
had them create posters 
over their assigned 
separate time periods 

of British litera-
ture.  
 This is to com-
plement their 
English literature 
studies. Perla 
Cervantes does 
not mind the 
work; however, 
concerning the 
class overall, she 
said ñNo, I do not like 
the class because itôs 
cold.ò  

Perla Cervantes and Gunner Martens team up to 
design their poster reflecting an era of British Liter-
ature.  

By Aby Sarabia 
 The 2026-27 Stu-
dent Council President 
Summer Fischer says 
that  applications just 
opened up this week, 
and are due to Dina 
Johnson by Sept. 1.  
 ñWe are excited for 
this school year! We are 
working on proposals to 
see if we can have new 
activities such as a for-
mal homecoming dance, 
color run, and snacks 
during finals week ap-
proved,ò Fischer said.  

 Activities that will 
continue are homecom-
ing spirit weeks, hat and 
lollipop sales, and fund-
raisers for charities.  
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Anthony Esquivel and Slade Wilson 
present their poster from the Roman-
tic Period (1798-1832).  



By Kiana Morris 
 In her fifth year, Carlie 
Murley is ready to lead the 
band through sports and com-
petitions adding to the atmos-
phere of pep rallies and 
games, as well as helping 
musicians hone their musical 
skills. Murley directs 43 
grade school, 22 juniors and 
16 high school band stu-
dents.  
 Before coming to HHS, 
Carlie Murley graduated 
from Mooreland High School 
then graduated college Okla-
homa Panhandle State. In the 
start of her career, Murley 
was inspired to teach due to 
her love of music and the 
need to share it with others.  
 ñI started playing trum-
pet in fifth grade. It was loud 
and had very important 
parts,ò Murley said. ñIf I 
could go back, I would prob-
ably pick French Horn.ò She 
added that she knows how to 

play the basics of all the in-
struments. 
 When teaching songs, 
Murley states that her favor-
ite song to have the band play 
is ñCenturiesò by Fall Out 
Boy because of its nice 
groove.  
 In preparation for the 
football games, Murley ex-
plained that the band is pre-
paring a medley from the 
movie ñCarsò (2006). ñIt 
showcases The Big Race, 
Real Gone, Life is a High-
way, and Route 66,ò Murley 
said.  
 As to the importance of 
having the band at games, 
Murley said, ñI think playing 
at games is important be-
cause it gets the crowd in-
volved more, gets the players 
pumped up, and gets some of 
the students out who would 
probably never think about 
going.ò  
 Concerts are important 

for the band to showcase 
their skill and progress as 
Murley carefully selects piec-
es to learn. ñWhen selecting 
songs, first, I try to come up 
with a theme and then go 
from there. I listen closely for 
instrumentation, difficulty, 
and the overall feel of a 
piece.ò A Christmas recital at 
the end of first semester and 
a program showcasing com-
petition happens second se-
mester. 
 While playing senti-
mental pieces, she does not 
tend to think of one specific 
person, place, or thing and 
tends to focus on the feel of 
the peaceful and light songs 
that carry a hint of hope 
along the melodious notes. 
 The 2026-27 junior and 
senior high group of musi-
cians will make their debut at 
the first home football game 
scheduled for Sept. 3 versus 
Guymon. 

By Victoria Cano 
 The fifth and 
sixth grade Robotics 
Club has a new leader 
at the helm, teacher 
Ashley Burkhart.  
 Meetings will 
begin the second 
week of September at 
the old PreK build-
ing.   
 The league has 
selected the theme 

ñBioBuzz,ò dealing 
with biodiversity.  
 Burkhart is most 
excited to be working 
with all the new ro-
botics students that 
will be coming in 
fourth grade. ñI hope 
to give them give 
them an opportunity 
at building real world 
skills, such as coding 
1 programs, engineer-

ing, and robotics 
teacher professional-
ism,ò she said.  
 Her favorite 
thing about helping 
out in the club is 
seeing how the par-
ticipants prevail and 
exceed in learning to 
work with one anoth-
er and use creativity 
throughout the differ-
ent projects. 

By Kiana Morris  
 Angela Flanagan 
has taught vocal for 
quite some time, but 
just how did she arrive 
to where she is now? 
 In the beginning, 
she started teaching 
choir in 2000 at Guy-
mon. In 2002, she 
came to Hooker and 
proceeded to teach for 
four years before mov-
ing to band.  
 After the world-
wide Covid outbreak 
of 2020, Flanagan 
moved back to teach-
ing the choir. Teaching 
the band was different 
from the choir because 
of the instruments; 
however, helping the 
students of all ages to 
feel more confident in 
their voice versus their 
instrument, was rough-
ly similar. 
 One teaching 
memory Flanagan 
recalls was when she 
stepped off the bottom 
riser while backwards, 

stumbling and fractur-
ing her arm.   
 When addressing 
how music has 
changed her personal 
life, Flanagan stated, 
ñMusic is a great way 
to express myself, 
whether singing or 
playing, If I am in a 
bad mood, a sad mood, 
a happy mood or any-
thing in between, there 
is always a song to 
help my mood.ò 
 She could not 
really recall one specif-
ic person who inspired 
her in the music arena. 
ñI have just always 
loved singing and 
wanted to share that 
with others,ò Flanagan 
said. 
 Outside of teach-
ing, Flanagan enjoys 
playing the keyboard 
and singing for others 
about the love and 
praise she holds for 
Jesus in the church any 
chance that comes her 
way.  

 Concerning the 
upcoming year, she 
explained her goals 
and expectations for 
the HHS choir. ñMy 
goals and expectations 
are for students are to 
be human, recognize 
beauty, be sensitive, be 
closer to an infinite 
beyond this world, 
have something to 
cling to, have more 
love, more compas-
sion, more greatness,  
more good...in short, 
more life.ò 
 Flanagan works 
with all ages from 
elementary through 
high school. Special 
events include Christ-
mas concerts, end of 
the year programs, as 
well as performing 
specials at the Veterans 
Day program and bac-
calaureate and the 
National Anthem when 
requested.  
          District competi-
tion happens in the 
spring. 
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At a home basketball game last year, Sianna Ve-
lasquez and Myranni Lopez join bandmates to add 
to the festive  atmosphere. 
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20th Annual Car Show  
Quickly Taking Shape  
By Austin McBee  
and Wiley Haines 
 The 20th Annual Car 
Show is set for Saturday, 
Sept. 12, which means the 
people of Hooker and the 
surrounding community are 
once again going 
to come together 
on Glaydas Street 
(main street) to 
view cars, play 
games, eat food, 
and meet new 
people.  
 Linda Mar-
tins, owner and 
operator of 
Lindaôs Flowers 
and Gifts, is the 
organizer of the 
Hooker Car Show, 
and has been 
heading up the 
event for the full 
20 years. 
 This year, the car show 
will run from 7 a.m. to 9 
p.m. so people have plenty 
of time to view the cars, eat, 
and interact with new peo-
ple.  
 Food trucks, inflata-
bles, and mechanical bull 
riding will be special fea-

tures at the event once again. 
Freshman Wallace Daugh-
erty usually attends  the Car 
Show with his parents. ñItôs 
just really fun and I enjoy 
the Wild West sodaôs quality 
drinks,ò Wallace said. 

 People from bordering 
states and even further, at-
tend the Car Show.  So far, 
the farthest person came 
from Washington State. 
 Martins explained, 
ñThe first year of the Car 
Show was somewhat small, 
with just 32 cars showing, 

but succeeded because the 
next year there were over 
200 cars.ò She has kept the 
Car Show running because, 
ñI love seeing the communi-
ty of Hooker, which is very 
small, coming together to 

gather for such a 
big event for every-
one.ò She also 
appreciates when 
school groups like 
FFA, HALO, and 
the Booster Club 
contribute to its 
success while help-
ing where needed. 
          Trevor Fer-
guson, a freshman, 
usually attends the 
Car Show with his 
dad. ñI think the 
Car Show is im-
portant because it 
brings people to-
gether.ò  He is a 

big car and truck fan and he 
plans on ñhelping with driv-
ing the trucksò when he gets 
the opportunity. Ferguson 
added that he would like to 
see more retro looking cars, 
which could possibly make 
the Car Show better.  

MARK DAVIS HAS 

LONG HISTORY WITH 

ANTIQUE CARS  
By Alex Serna 
 The Hooker Car Show brings the communi-
ty together and is a family event which shows 
off our main street and friendliness of the town. 
The event started because Hooker needed a fun, 
annual event.  
 ñWe used to have the Lionôs Club Carnival 
every year, but it had been several years since it 
had ended. We had seen car shows in Guymon 
and Liberal and thought we should try it in 
Hooker as well,ò Mark Davis said.  
 In the beginning, no one had any idea of 
how big it would become. There were only a 
handful of cars in 2006 and over the past 20 
years, there have been as many as 270 cars, 
sometimes more. ñIt has been on national televi-
sion and attended by people from all over the 
country. The car show is the biggest event of the 
year for this small town,ò Davis said. 
 Of course, Davis participates and supports 
it in many ways. He was 12 years old when he 
obtained his first car from a guy traveling from 
Missouri through Hooker, who traded it to Hen-
ry Mussman, who had a body shop by the rail-
road tracks. His dad saw it and bought it from 
Mussman. ñWhen he came home and told him 
that he got me a car. I thought it was a remote 
controlled toy car!ò Davis exclaimed.  
 When his dad  took him down to see the 
car, Davis was disappointed it wasnôt a  remote 
controlled car. He first thought it was a Dodge 
Charger. To his disappointment,  it was a pale 
yellow car, with a brown driver door, and had 
mud gripper tires on it. ñWhen my dad fired it 
up and took it home, it was smoking the whole 
way,ò Davis added. His dad loved it and Da-
vis was just sinking in his seat because he was 
so embarrassed.  
 Slowly, Davis fell in love with this car. By 
the time he was 16, he had sat in the car for 
hours and hours in the garage pretending to drag 
Main Street, listening to the radio and dreaming 
how great it was going to be.  
 It was a 1967 Ford Mustang GTA. He re-
membered that his dad bought it for $2,200. It 
was close to $5,000 to rebuild it. It took four 
years to build the car. Then, Davis caught it on 
fire in 1997 and it was close to $10,000 to re-
store it to what it is today.  
 Besides Hooker, Davis has been to other 
shows in Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, and New 
Mexico. He said, ñMy favorite shows have been 
in Hooker, of course, Red River, Alva, and Dal-
las, where I got to drive around the Texas Motor 
Speedway in the ó67 Mustang,ò he said. He and 
his brother, Micah, won 1st place in Red River 
one year. ñThat was great! He (Micah) has a 
blue 1971 Dodge Chal-
lenger 6-pack car that he 
also rebuilt with our dad 
and friends like I did,ò 
he explained.  
 Davis teaches phys-
ics and numerous math 
classes and is involved 
with the Hooker Bulldog 
Network as well as the 
emcee for Dogfest. Mark Davisô 1976 Ford Mustang GTA is displayed next to the Hooker Medical Clinic at a 

previous car show. He is very involved in the event and believes it is one of the best. 
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By Michelle Rodriguez 
 The cross country teams had 
their first meet on August 13 at home, 
and man, was it a great start!  
 At  Hooker the high school boys 
placed second to Balko-Forgan, and 
high school girls, junior high boys and 
junior high girls all won. ñWith this 
being the first and a small meet with 
brutally hot conditions, the objective 
for us was to just get through this first 
one, almost more like a practice meet 
than anything,ò Coach 
Jarret Kachel said.  
 Every single runner of 
all ages medaled.  
 Next on the schedule 
was the Guymon meet 
where the HS school boys 

placed second to Perryton, HS girls 
placed 3rd to Perryton and Gruver,  
and the JH girls and boys both won 
the meet.  
 Top finishers were Finley Dun-
can who placed 2nd individually in 
the HS girls race while Jenna Carter 
finished 7th.  
 Callen Duncan was the top indi-
vidual finisher for the HS boys with 
12th. Rosilyn Smith won the JH girls 
race followed by Kinley Stokes in 3rd 

and Myra Parker in 7th.  
 Braven Paden won the JH boys 
race followed by Layton Gilmore 
close behind in 2nd, Cooper Barnes at 
3rd, and Messer Paden snagging 5th. 
Kevin Valdez also cracked the top 10 
with a 9th place finish. 
 The next competition will be in 
Perryton August 29 and Watonga on 
September 5. 
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By Michelle Rodriguez 
Softball girls have had a crazy season so far! 
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 Starting off with the junior high playing 
against Beaver at home. Brightyn McAnarney, 
Jaky Ramos, and Myra Parker all hit doubles. 
Embrie Hill pitched and had nine strikeouts and 
had no walks. Bella Vega had two runs batted 
in. With collective teamwork, the girls won 
against Beaver 7-3. 
Next, they beat Texhoma 12-7 and Hill threw 
five strike-outs, hit an in the park homer with 
Daniella Martinez and Vega hitting singles. 
They defeated Boise City 10-2 with Hill tally-
ing five more strike outs as pitcher, and Mimi 
Garcia and Emily Rascon hitting singles, Vega 
another homerun and Rascon and Vega each 
had two RBIs.  
They took a hard 0-11 loss to Shattuck, but 

downed Buffalo 2-1 as 
Hill pitched an impres-
sive 10 strikeouts. The 
game was tied 1-1 as Hill 
stole third and scored on 
an overthrow to win the 
game.  
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     Moving to high 
school, the girls lost to 
Boise City 10-18, to 
Laverne 13-1, and Chey-
enne 16-0. Although they 
lost at the season opener 
against Boise City, senior 

Paitlyn Rundles hit her first home run. When 
asked how it felt Rundles replied, ñWhen I hit 
the ball, I didn't know that it was over until I 
ran past Coach Elliott and he told me that it had 
gone over. When he told me that I had hit a 
home run I was excited because it was the first 
game of the season!ò 

 They began to recover at the Panhandle Con-
ference Tournament beating Tyrone 8-3. Dur-
ing the game, sophomore Sammi Butler pitched 
and had five strikeouts and she and junior Ni-
cole Avalos both hit in the park home runs, and 
sophomore Lerady Medina helped out by hit-
ting a single. Due to lightning, the champion-
ship game was postponed until Sept. 15 against 
Turpin.  
When playing against Balko-Forgan,  Medina 
pitched and had six strikeouts, Butler hit anoth-
er in the park homer and had two runs batted in. 
Senior Addi Rodgers, sophomore Jasmin Salin-
as, and freshman Kayleigh Johnson all hit sin-
gles. The team's hard work resulted in the girls 
beating Balko-Forgan 4-0. As theyóve contin-
ued the season, they have lost to Arnett 1-9 and 
to Beaver 2-12.  
In the Beaver tourney, the girls beat Tyrone 
18-3 where Rundles had a double, single and 
five RBIs. Estefani Vega was 3 for 3 with solid 
singles while Medina and Rodgers both went 2 
for 2 with singles. Avalos, Jasmin Salinas, and 
Butler also tallied singles. Butler also pitched 
the win.  
Unfortunately, the next three games were 
rough with losses to Beaver, Woodward JV, 

and Shattuck.  
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Sophomore Lerady Medina, sophomore pri-
marily plays pitcher, her favorite position on 
the field because it allows her to control the 
game's pressure. Building on her varsity experi-
ence, she is stepping up to handle a heavy 
workload while focusing on increasing her 
strikeout consistency, mastering her drop ball, 
and contributing at the plate as a power hitter 
with a .380 batting average. ñI stay motivated 
through the unwavering support of Coach Ni-
cole Kippenberger, taking to heart her guiding 
philosophy that ócorrection is a complimentô as 
I strive to help our team win,ò Medina said. 
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Eighth grader Bella 
Vega swings hard 
for a solid hit 
against Beaver at 
home. 

With finesse, sophomore pitcher Lerady Medi-
na adds a wicked spin to a pitch to tally a 
strike out in front of the home crowd. 

(left) Sixth grader Gavin Gilmore digs deep as he heads to the finish line.  
(above) The high school girls cross country team takes off from the start line at the home 
meet.  

Shane Estrada and Eason 
Oakes pace each other at 
Guymonôs Rattlesnake 
Run. 
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