OWOSSO PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Board of Education Minutes
Regular Board Meeting
July 23, 2025
Report 25-25

Present: Nick Henne, Rick Mowen, Shelly Ochodnicky, John Pappas, Olga Quick, Marlene
Webster
Absent: Adam Easlick

President Webster called the Board of Education Meeting to order at 5:32 p.m. The meeting was
held at the Washington Campus Administration Building, 645 Alger St, Owosso, MI 48867.

Pledge of Allegiance

Building Reports

Board Correspondence

Superintendent Brooks reported that families are encouraged to check the district calendar for
upcoming back-to-school activities, including open houses, registration days, pep rallies, and
various sports and band events. He recognized several students for their outstanding summer
athletic achievements. Owosso students Sydney Baker, Lula Calhoun, and Claire Woodworth
played on the Crown Neito 12U Softball Team, which won the NSA Northern World Series.
Additionally, Adysen Freeman is playing on a national team and is currently competing in the
World Series of softball for her age group. Many other students are participating in summer
sports such as softball, baseball, basketball, football 7-on-7 camps, and track and field, and are
performing well with their travel teams.

At the high school, 53 half-credits have been recovered so far this summer through summer
school programming. At the middle school, the OMS Builders Club has been actively involved
in summer food distribution efforts. Student schedules will be mailed the first week of August,
and the OMS Open House is scheduled for August 18 from 4:00 to 6:00 PM. At Lincoln, the
paraprofessional team, along with Ms. Rugenstein, completed their Check and Connect training.
This program will be implemented during the 2025-2026 school year as part of the school
improvement plan to boost attendance, improve academic success, and reduce problem
behaviors.

Superintendent Brooks also shared that the "Books and Bryant" summer series has been a
tremendous success, welcoming many new and returning families and featuring special guest
appearances. Construction has begun on a new track at Bryant Elementary, funded entirely
through the Michigan Running Foundation in partnership with the Alice’s Playground project—
without the use of taxpayer dollars. Planning is also underway for the upcoming Bryant
Elementary Scholarship Fund Golf Outing. Transportation has remained active, supporting



YMCA camps and Bentley Bright Beginnings outings. Students were able to explore a school
bus and new tablet technology during the "Books at Bryant" Touch-a-Truck event. There has
been a strong response from families, over 1,000 signing up for transportation services and
downloading the app.

Lastly, Superintendent Brooks added that the final day for the Meet Up and Eat Up summer food
service program is August 1, and a full report with participation numbers will be shared next
month. He concluded by commending the custodial and maintenance teams, who are working
diligently to deep clean classrooms and prepare all district buildings for the return of staff and
students.

Superintendent Brooks also shared the Curriculum report and indicated the HMH Into Reading
materials have been delivered to all elementary buildings in preparation for the new school year.
Unpacking support is scheduled for August 4th. Professional development with HMH specialists
is planned for upcoming PD days to support a strong year-one implementation.

He also shared that 66% of 8th grade students scored proficient on the PSAT, exceeding the state
average and matching the national average—an improvement from 55% proficiency last year.

The Books at Bryant summer series remains popular, with three events remaining, including
“Fun with FFA and Fair Giveaways” and a PTO-sponsored back-to-school dinner and fair.

Summer school programs have been successtul and are nearing completion, with elementary
ending July 31st and high school wrapping up August 7th.

Superintendent Brooks concluded with an invitation to Board members to attend New Teacher

Orientation on Tuesday, August 12th at Fortitude Farms & Events. Breakfast will be served at
8:00 AM, with staff arriving between 7:30 and 8:00 AM.

Public Participation

President Webster stated that the Board of Education is a public body and recognizes the value of
public comment on education issues. Time has been included in the meeting's agenda for public
participation. Members of the audience were reminded they should announce their name and
group aftiliation when applicable and to limit their participation time to three minutes or less.
Comments should be directed to the Board and be relevant to the business of the Board of
Education. This is not an opportunity for dialogue with the Board of Education. The rules of
common courtesy should also be observed.

The following participants addressed the Board:
None

For Action






