Huxford Elementary School
Curriculum Description

Descriptions and explanations of the curriculum and forms of assessment in use are:

1. Science – McGraw Hill 

McGraw-Hill Science was developed to enable teachers to implement national science standards within the context of their own state and local science criteria by focusing on three major aspects:

· The tools and processes of inquiry in every lesson

· Grade – level sequenced content with life, earth, and physical sciences taught at each grade

· Assessment in a variety of contexts

This series provides resource materials that teachers use to implement this program into their classroom.  Other resource materials include Weekly Readers, Science VHS tapes, science projects, and teacher made activities.  These activities help the students to achieve an expected proficiency level of 70% or higher on tested material in science.

        2. Reading/Language – Scott-Foresman 

Scott-Foresman is a comprehensive reading; writing, language, and learning program that:

· Develops confident and fluent readers through print and phonemic awareness activities and explicit, systematic phonics instruction.

· Engages students in constructing meaning through the teaching and application of comprehension skills and strategies and meaningful discussions.

· Incorporates writing as a form of learning and personal communication.

· Creates a classroom environment in which students explore, discuss, and research ideas.

· Develops research and study skills that give students the tools to become independent, self-directed learners.

This company has provided a number of resources to use to implement this series into the classroom.  Materials include levelized readers, reading workbooks, inquiry journals, writing folders, Teacher’s edition, re-teach workbooks, challenge workbooks, intervention guide, differentiated instruction guide, fluency reads, baseline assessment, comprehension and writing assessment, fluency assessments, assessment guide, ESL supplement, overhead transparencies, and home connection materials.  Sound / spelling cards, phonics activity sheets, high-frequency word flash cards and visual glossary are also provided by Scott-Foresman.

          3.  Houghton Mifflin – Supplemental English/Language Instruction


 Provides instruction in the following areas:

· Listening, Speaking, and Viewing

· The Writing Process

· Grammar

· Writing Units

This company has provided practice workbooks, challenge copying masters, re-teach copying masters, writer’s notebook, tests, home activities, writing process posters, writing portfolio sampler, composition transparencies, grammar transparencies, story starters and even a internet web-site for additional information.  With the help of these resources, teachers are able to help their students achieve an expected proficiency level of 70% or higher on tested materials.

Other resources that are used include the DIBELS program, Accelerated Reader, Star, running records, QRI and progress monitoring.  These programs help the teacher to monitor the progress or weak areas that students may have so that the teacher can redirect her teaching to accommodate all learners.  This program helps students to achieve an expected proficiency level of 70% or higher on tested materials.

4. Math – Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Go Math

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Go Math helps to build success in students.  It is specifically written to support the Common Core State Standards Initiative that was adopted by the state of Alabama. At every grade level, the program is organized around the critical areas identified in the Common Core. The development and grade placement of standards considered research-based learning progressions with respect to how students’ mathematical knowledge develops over time. The design permits instruction in each grade level to focus on fewer concepts and skills in greater depth, while simultaneously building a foundation for the next grade. 

Go Math helps students make sense of problems and persevere in solving them, reason abstractly and quantitatively, construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others, model with mathematics, use appropriate tools strategically, attend to precision, look for and make use of structure, and looking for and express regularity in repeated reasoning.

Through data-driven instruction, activities, assessment, and intervention, the students are expected to achieve 70% proficiency or higher in math.

5.  Social Studies – Harcourt Brace 

Harcourt Brace Social Studies builds consistent and cumulative learning from Kindergarten through sixth grade.  The program allows students at each level to build on major understandings and skills already acquired and to prepare for learning yet to come.  The powerful ideas in Harcourt Brace Social Studies provide the principle contexts within which students can integrate major understandings, skills, and their own experiences.  These powerful ideas have been selected to help students organize their thinking and develop the competencies they will need as citizens in a diverse, changing, and interdependent world.  Students are expected to achieve a 70% proficiency level or higher on tested materials.

Huxford Elementary School

Forms of Assessment
Academic Assessments include:

1.  DIBELS
DIBELS is given to students in grades kindergarten through third.  Benchmark testing is given three times per year to assess particular areas in each grade level such as initial sound fluency, letter naming fluency, phoneme segmentation fluency, nonsense word fluency, and oral reading fluency.

2.  STAR 
The STAR is a computerized test of reading comprehension that is given to students in kindergarten through sixth grades to help determine appropriate functional reading levels.  This test is given three times throughout the school year.

Forms of assessment and curriculum descriptions and explanations will be included in the student handbook for the 2011-2012 school year.  Copies of the Parental Involvement Plan and the Student Handbook will be sent to the parents of all students.  Meetings can be arranged with the student’s teacher and/or school administrators to review and provide assistance in working with students to improve student achievement.

3.  ARMT+– Alabama Reading and Math Test

The Alabama Reading and Math Test (ARMT) is given to students   in third grade through eighth grade along with the Stanford 10 test in April.  This test is designed to test students in the areas of reading and math.  Test questions directly coincide with the Alabama Course of Study objectives.

4.  ARMT+  Science Assessment  - 

The ARMT+ Science Assessment is given to students in fifth grade.  This test assesses students’ knowledge of science objectives set forth in the Alabama Course of Study.

5.  STI Formative Math Assessment-

The STI Formative Math Assessment is intended to measure student performance on math standards deemed crucial by the state department of education at each grade level.  This test will be given in Grades 1-6, three times per year.
6.  STI Formative Reading Assessment-

The STI Formative Reading Assessment is intended to measure student performance on reading standards deemed crucial by the state department of education at each grade level.  This test will be given in Grades 3-6, three times per year.

Forms of assessment and curriculum descriptions and explanations will be included in the student handbook.  Copies of the Parental Involvement Plan will be kept in the Parent Resource Room and will be available for parents to review at any time.  Meetings can be arranged with the student’s teacher and/or school administrators to provide assistance in working with students to improve student achievement.

Each year the results of the statewide testing program will be publicized in order to solicit parent suggestions and comments.  The publication will include a breakdown of system scores as well as local school scores for each grade level tested.  A workshop will be provided for parents by the Guidance Counselor and the Reading Coach on how to interpret individual test scores. Other methods for disseminating school and student performance information will include sending individual written and computer generated student reports to parents, discussion of the assessment profile in PTO meetings, and with individual parents during Parent/Teacher Conference nights or other scheduled meetings.

