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No. Scratch that. ['ve made a hundred mistakes. Writing
the letter. Leaving it with Fitz. Going to New York. Take
your pick. My life is the Russian roulette of bad decisions,
except in this game, every chamber 1s loaded.

“It’s every bad thought you’ve ever had about yourself.”
The quiet pain laced through his words shoots me straight
through the heart. “It’s a boulder sitting on your chest,
squeezing the air from your lungs. It’s the feeling of losing
something. It’s tearing your house apart brick by brick to
find 1t, even though you know 1t’s not there.”

Whoa.

“I have to make a call. It’s an emergency.” My heart
slams against my ribs, desperate to break free and escape the
inevitable pain.

He checks the time on his phone. “Hope it can wait an
hour.”

“Not really.”

“Relax, kid. You want to hear a story?”

“Sure. Yes. Please distract me. Anything.”

He settles in his seat. “I met Makayla on my twenty-
second birthday ...”

I groan silently and clutch my phone in my hands.

This trip was a mistake that’s going to tear Fitz and me
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FATE TWO

December 23 | 10:00 a.m. | Gilbert, Arizona

Fitz Wilding wears confidence like a crown. He’s quick with
a lazy grin, comfortable in every situation, and so adaptable
it makes my head spin. He’s everything I'm not, and I hate
him for it. Of course, I don’t hate him enough. Not nearly. If
my hate were born of actual resentment and not of
heartbreak, I'd be immune to the fact that he looks so heart-
stoppingly good all the time. Take baseball. for example.
Fitz looks real good at third: knees bent in a crouch, blue
eyes serious, glove ready, brown hair curling under the edge
of his hat.

Fitz watching a movie 1s equally phenomenal, because
every emotion plays out on his face. I've probably spent
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One Way or Another - Kara McDowaell
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