
​Setting up your Canvas Parent Observer Account​
​Parents can sign up as an observer in Canvas. Observers can link their​
​Canvas account to their student's account so they can see assignment due​
​dates, announcements, and other course content. Observers can view the​
​course content but cannot participate in the course.​

​2 Step Process​

​Step #1: Find your student’s Pairing Code​
​●​ ​Have your student log into their Canvas page.​
​●​ ​Once logged in, have students click on their Account icon (located in​

​the upper left hand side).​
​●​ ​In Accounts, select the Settings link.​
​●​ ​In Settings, look to the right hand side to find a button called: Pair​

​With Observer.​
​●​ ​Click on this button and copy down the Pairing Code. You will use​

​it in the next step.​

​Step #2 Setting up your Parent Account & Pairing with​
​your student.​

​●​ ​In a web browser, navigate to https://fccsc.instructure.com​
​●​ ​Click on the link that says “Click Here for an Account”​
​●​ ​Enter your details.​

​○​ ​Enter your name in the​​Your Name​​field.​
​○​ ​Enter your email in the​​Your Email​​field.​
​○​ ​Set a​​Password​​.​
​○​ ​Verify your Password by​​re-entering​​it.​
​○​ ​Enter in the​​Pairing Code​​from Step #1 above.​
​○​ ​Agree to the terms of use by clicking the​​You agree​​to the​

​terms of use​​checkbox.​
​○​ ​Click the​​Start Participating​​button​

​●​ ​An email will be sent to the email address you provided.  Click the link​
​in that email to activate your account.​

​●​ ​You can add multiple students to your Canvas Parent/Observer​
​account by following the directions found here:  https://goo.gl/q7G8AW​



​Observers Can:​ ​Observers Can Not:​
​●​ ​View and read announcements​
​●​ ​View assignments index page​
​●​ ​View the calendar​
​●​ ​Join conferences, if invited​
​●​ ​Join collaborations, if invited​
​●​ ​View personal inbox​
​●​ ​Send conversation messages to​

​instructor and student they are​
​observing​

​●​ ​View the dashboard​
​●​ ​View and read discussions​
​●​ ​View files unless they are locked​
​●​ ​View grades, view assignment​

​due dates and comments, and​
​print grades​

​●​ ​View modules and see due​
​dates and point values​

​●​ ​View pages and contribute if the​
​instructor enables the Anyone​
​can edit it setting​

​●​ ​View profile pictures, if available​
​●​ ​View syllabus​
​●​ ​View outcomes​
​●​ ​View quizzes index page​

​●​ ​Comment on announcements or​
​discussions​

​●​ ​Submit assignments or quizzes​
​●​ ​View course rosters​
​●​ ​Send conversation messages to​

​students in the course they are​
​not observing​

​●​ ​View locked files or folders​
​●​ ​Join groups​
​●​ ​View unpublished courses​
​●​ ​Access the Chat tool​
​●​ ​Reserve appointment slots in the​

​Scheduler​
​●​ ​View grade audit trail​

​Observer Limitations​
​●​ ​Observers can view the same content as the student they are observing​

​unless the content is unpublished or restricted by locked dates.​
​●​ ​Observers can view module content locked by prerequisites or​

​requirements, as module progression is not measured for observers.​
​●​ ​Observers can view assignments even if the student they are observing​

​has not completed them unless the assignments are locked.​
​●​ ​Each instructor can customize the links in the Course Navigation and limit​

​the number of features that students and observers can see. Observers​
​may or may not see links to certain features.​


