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school kindergarten to third grade
students and ensure that those
students are able to read at or
above grade level by the end of
the third grade by monitoring the
progression of each student from
one grade to another, in part, by
his or her proficiency in reading.

(Page 1, Lines 4-9)
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Alabama Course of Study
English Language Arts

CURRICULUM & STANDARDS

2021 ELA COS supports essential learning to improve

reading proficiency in accordance to the ALA.

Standards focus on foundational skills needed to
support literacy development.

Development of the standards was guided by

the science of reading.

Standards that define the minimum content of

what learners should know and be able to accomplish

at each grade level.
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Student Reading
Improvement Plan (SRIP)

A guide for instruction for the student based on the

specific deficiency in reading

Developed for the student by teachers and others in the

school, along with parent input, within 30 days of the

identification of deficit

Parents are notified monthly of progress

Intervention instruction is evidence-based reading

intervention

The student will receive intense intervention until the

student no longer has a deficiency in reading
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Prevention and Intervention to Support Student Learning E*
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» rofified inwriting no Laber than 15 school days =fter the identification including the foll owing:

I A statemeant:
« that the student haes a deficiency inreading or exbibits charactenistics of dyslexia
+ that areading improvement plan shall be developed

*wreaked by the teacher, principal, other pertinent school persenned, and the: porasd or ool suerdion ofifie swdeot
A description of:

l w current services provided to the student
» the proposed evidence-tamed reading interventions and supplemental instnactional services and supports that shall
bz proposed for discussion while establishing the shadent's reading improvement plan

A natification of:
@ = monthly progress towards grade level reading

+ and proside strategies and resources to use at home 1o belp shodents succeed in reading

A statement:
« that if the reading deficiency is not addressed by the end of thind grade a student will mot be
promoted to fourth grade unless a good cause exemption is stiched

» that while the statewite reading amsessment is the initial determinant for promation, the assessment is not the
sole determiner at the end of third grade
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ARI Resources -
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Layers of Support




Summer Reading Camp

ement Program is for all K-3 students in public elementary
owest performing five percent in reading

Ing camps at elementary schools that are not among the lowest
entary schools

with a reading deficiency, or the characteristics of dyslexia

scientifically based reading instruction & intervention

n with existing summer programs, designated as effective by the State

h assessments administered at the beginning and end of the summer



Promotion to Fourth Grade

Third graders may be promoted
to fourth grade if they
demonstrate sufficient reading
skills through one of the

Score above the lowest achievement level for
the ACAP Reading Subtest in the spring

following pathways:
Earn an acceptable score for the ACAP
Supplemental Assessment
2o S :
”’Otion Pathway® Master grade 3 Essential Reading Standards in

the Student Reading Portfolio

Meet one of the Good Cause Exemptions

*“This step should be considered after other pathways have been explored.




Good Cause Exemption

Good Cause Exemptions:

Good cause exemptions allow students who are reading below grade level to be promoted to the fourth grade but still receive
interventions and other supports. The good cause exemptions include:
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(1) Students identified as English language learners who have had less than three years of instruction in English as a second language.
(2) Students with disabilities who participate in the statewide English Language Arts reading assessment and who have an Individual

Education Plan or a Section 504 plan that reflects that the student has received intensive reading intervention for more than two years
and who still demonstrates a deficiency in reading or was previously retained in kindergarten, first grade, second grade, or third grade.

(3) Students who have received intensive reading intervention for two or more years and who still demonstrate a deficiency in reading

and who were previously retained in kindergarten, first grade, or second grade for a total of two years.

“No student shall be retained more than once in the third grade.
NOTE: Students with disabilities whose Individualized Education Plan indicates that participation in the statewide assessment
_ program is not appropriate, consistent with state law, are automatically exempt from demonstrating sufficient reading skills

ALABAMA

outlined in this chapter in order to achieve promotion.
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*If a student does not demonstrate sufficient reading skills through one of the three pathways or does not
qualify for a good cause exemption, the student may not be promoted to fourth grade.

June 2024
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Reading Specialists

The local reading specialist is available to coach and mentor.
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RETAINED THIRD GRADERS

How will schools help students who are retained in 3rd grade because the student
does not meet the promotion requirement?

ore intensive
ding:

effective teacher;

ading instruction;
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Frequently Asked Questions
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T— Frequently Asked Questions

FOR K-2 FAMILIES

What is the
ALABAMA LITERACY ACT?

The Alabama Literacy Act was passed in 2019 to help improve reading in

Alabama public schools to ensure students are reading on grade level by the
end of the 3rd grade. Reading is the gateway to lifelong achievement and the
students of Alabama deserve a strong start on their path to success.
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Parent Family & Community
Resources Support

Resoorces
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Literacy Act Review
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=EQ21UFG0Vds

Revisit Outcomes

Participants will:
Sign-in link

Com/r/ZpxYTGr8qm e Develop an initial understanding of

the Alabama Literacy Act and its

Impact on classroom instruction

and students’ growth/achievement.
e Set goals for at-home literacy

support.
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INITIATIVE IS YOUR PARTNER IN EDUCATION!
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of 60 hours of scientifically based
tion & intervention

d in conjunction with existing

ams, designated as effective by the
endent

Instruction with assessments

t the beginning and end of the

to measure progress
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